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Today
* Sunset, 7:11 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 6:20 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:08 p.m.

Midday Conditions

+ Soil temperature 77 degrees
« Humidity 70 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds south, light, variable
+ Barometer 30.20 inches

and steady
* Record High today 102° (1939)
* Record Low today 37° (1956)

Last 24 Hours*
High Monday 91°
Low Monday 63°
Precipitation .30
This month .30
Yeartodate 12.82(-3.80)

The Topside Forecast

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, thun-
derstorms likely (60 percent
chance). Low in lower 60s. South
wind 5-15 mph. Wednesday:
Partly cloudy, slight chance of
thunderstorms (40 percent).
Southeast wind 5-15 mph. High
upper 80s. Low upper 50s.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: Partly cloudy, 20 per-
cent chance of thunderstorms.
High upper 80s. Low upper 50s.
Friday: Partly cloudy. High lower
90s. Low around 60.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7. a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.09 bushel
Posted county price — $3.03
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.77 bushel
Posted county price — $1.59
Loan deficiency pmt. — 35¢
Milo — $1.50 bushel
Soybeans — $5.42 bushel
Posted county price — $5.30
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $6.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.80 cw.
NuSun — $11.05 cwt.
Confection— call.
Pinto beans — $20 (new crop)
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Cowboy
IS second

Junior Kerek Mason led
Ogallala’s Tanner Fruit and
Chase Edwards around the
one-mile mark of the junior-
senior boys 5K race of the
Goodland Invitational on
Thursday. Mason led for
most of the way, butfinished
second. Photo, story on
Page 11.

County, city plan switch to S& T

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The office numbers won’t
change, but Sherman County and
the City of Goodland will become
“zeros,” changingtothe890 prefix,
later thismonth.

Sherman County decided
Wednesday to switchto S& T Tele-
phoneafter apresentation\Wednes-
day by Don Newell, the firm’s
Goodland office manager.

At the same joint meeting, city
commissioners had a consensus to
make the switch. The city was ex-
pected to makethedecisionofficial

Storm
damage
reported

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Severe storms moved through
northwest Kansason M onday night,
knocking down power poles with
highwinds, spawningatornadoand
dumping enough rain to prompt
flood warnings in Wallace and
Decatur counties.

DaveFloyd, ameteorol ogist with
theNationa Wesather Serviceoffice
in Goodland, said winds normally
have to reach close to 80 mph to
topple a power pole. He said he
measured 66 mphwindsat hishouse
just west of Goodland.

Floyd said polesweredownedin
Sherman County near County Road
28 and Road 71, about six miles
north and nine miles east of Good-
land.

Bob Helm, manager of corporate
communications for Midwest En-
ergy, said crews worked on four
polesin Sherman County north of
Edson and northwest of Brewster
and 15 in Wallace County.

He said crews went out Monday
night and had the power restored to
everyone early Tuesday morning.

The outages, he said, were scat-
tered, with mostly rural customers
affected.

“It'skind of normal when thun-
derstormsgo through,” Helm said.

Power crews here got help from
WaK eeney and Hays, since mem-
bersfrom the Colby and Goodland
crewshad volunteered to help with
the relief effort from hurricane
Katrinain Mississippi.

Helmsaidaslongasstormscause
minor isolated damage, crews
shouldn’t have trouble keeping up
evenwiththemissingmembers. He
saidhedoesn’tthink otherscrewsor
customersmind makingallowances
for thevolunteers.

This areais more susceptible to
high winds, Floyd said, since hu-
midity at thegroundislow. Whena
storm dumps rain that is quickly
evaporated, hesaid, theair becomes
heavy and fallsto the ground, cre-
ating highwinds.

A trained storm spotter reported
sighting atornado 8 miles south of
Sharon Springs. Whileheisstill fil-
ing hisreport, Floyd saidthetornado
seemsto havetouched downonlyin
openfields.

Thestormdropped 0.3 of aninch
of rainattheairport here. Floydsaid
the office had areport of 4.3 inches
inWeskan. Oberlin had 2.1 inches,
with more than three recorded in
northern Decatur County. The
stormsweremovingsowly, hesaid,
so many peoplegot alot of rain.

Some areaswere hit with hail up
to aninch in diameter that covered
the ground and knocked out win-
dowsin Decatur County.

Other reports, Floyd said, in-
cludedtreelimbsdownandreduced
visihility.

TheWeather Serviceissued ase-
verethunderstorm warning around
6 p.m. and continued warnings un-
til around 7:30 p.m. Floyd said ur-
ban and small stream flood warn-
ingsforWallaceand Decatur contin-
ued until 9 p.m.

He said the office put out atotal

See STORM, Page 10

at thecommission’sregular meeting
tonight.

Newell saidthecounty isusing 70
numbersin the 4800 range, and the
cityisusing 67 of the4500range. He
saidtheother numbersineachrange
would be reserved to the city and
county for future expansion.

The city and county have shared
aphone system through SBC (for-
merly Southwestern Bell) for sev-
eral years, and the contract isto ex-
pirethefirst week of October.

Newell saidthemonthly pricefor
lineswould be $886 for the county
and $850 for the city. He said they

would not need to buy any equip-
ment, and the lines would all run
through a Centrex system in the
S& T office. Hesaid the basic price
is$5.25 perlinefor boththecity and
county.

“| tried to make it as black-and-
whiteaspossible,” Newell said.

Mary Ann Snethen, deputy
county clerk, who handles the
monthly bills, said SBC charges$50
for the monthly statement and $20
for another one. She said the total
bill has been running about $1,800
a month with the county paying
$1,000 and the city paying $800.

Newell said S& T would not
chargefor the bill, and would set it
up any way the city and county
wantsit done.

Newell said hehopesto makethe
switchthethirdweek of September.
He said it would take about two
weeksto get the prewiring done.

“We don’'t want you to be out of
service,” hesaid.“ Itisgoingtotake
sometime, but it makesthe switch
easier.

“We would put the recording on
and pay for the advertising to let
people know the city and county
have been changed t0 890.... With

thismany phonelines, therearego-
ing to be questions.

“1 feel proud of our company. You
cancall uswhenthereisaproblem.
We are in the community, and we
want to know if there are problems
andwewill respondquickly.... Our
employeesarelocal. Wesupport the
community, and the dollars being
spent stay inthe community.”

Snethen asked about central dis-
patch, wheretherearesix linesthat
are part of the city system, but the
county paysfor them.

See PHONES, Page 10

Cowboys win opener
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Senior fullback Bob Miller (with ball) bulled hisway forafewyards over Hoxie High on Friday at Cowboy Stadium. See story and

during the first half of the Cowboys’ 27-26 opening -game victory more photos on Page 12.
Photo by Liz West/The Goodland Star-News

Energy crews he

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Tyler Norrislefthis11-month-old
baby and young wife at home in
Goodland last week to lend ahand
to people down South who need of
power after the destruction of hur-
ricane Katrina.

Norris, alinemen with Midwest
Energy based in Goodland, volun-
teeredto spendthreeweekshel ping
torestore power to hurricane-dam-
aged areas.

Tyler'swife Laurasaid the crew
will havetostart fromscratch, since
many power polesweresplitinhalf.

Bob Helm, manager of corporate
communicationsfor Midwest, said
they estimate there are 30,000
downed power polesinthearea.

He said the crews will be assist-
ing Coast Electric Power Associa-
tion, arural electric like Midwest,
which has officesin Bay St. Louis
and Biloxi, Miss. Hesaid the coop-
erative serves 63,000 customers
over 4,900 milesof line. Thelights
were out, he said, for all of the
association’s customers.

“We have a mutual aide agree-
ment,” hesaid, addingthatwhenthe
call for helpcameout, Midwestim-
mediately had volunteers. “Wehad
morepeoplevolunteer thanwesent.
WEe're pretty proud of the guys.”

The Midwest group, 18 linemen
from Colby, Hoxie, Goodland,
Great Bend, Hanston, Lyons,
WaKeeney and Hays, leftinalong
caravan on Friday morning.

Afteral,100-miletrip acrossthe
south, Laurasaid, they ended upin
Picayune, Miss., about 50 miles
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Tyler Norris, wife Laura and
son Orinn

northeast of New Orleans, on Sun-
day.

As soon as they arrive, Norris
said, they wereput towork rebuild-
ing the area’ s power system, work-
ing alongside crewsform thelocal
electriccompaniesTheMi ssissippi
co-op assigned jobs.

Helm said whenthe crewsrolled
in,thelightswerealready oninPica-
yune, awelcomesign.

Thevolunteers moved into abig
warehouse that will hold up to 400
people, hesaid. Thewarehouseisset
up for hot showers and hot meals.
Helm said crewsareprotected with
24-hour security.

Theareawherethemenarework-
ing, he said, isrural with the guys

ad south to help in disaster

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A brand-new car floating in
ninefeet of waterinthegarageand
abrand-newhomeinpieces, that's
what a former principal of
Rawlins County High School
camehometoafter the Gulf Coast
hurricanelast week.

Debra Sivori, who worked at
theAtwood high school for three
years, from 2002 to last May, her
husband Marc and daughter Ash-
ley escaped Biloxi, Miss., ahead
of the storm, fleeing to Mobile,

Hurricane Katrina gets
close to home for family

Ala

Therethefamily isstayingwith
Debra'sniece, Alicia.

Joyce Meyer of Goodland,
Debra's aunt, said she was wor-
ried about the family until she
heard Tuesday they were safe.

“Wewerevery concerned,” she
said. “Wewerejust praying they
got out.”

SivoriisMeyer’sniecethrough
her late husband, L eRoy Ginther
of Atwood. Debra's parents are

See FAMILY, Page 10

working out in the country in dry
conditions.

Helm said hemenwent out Mon-
day and worked from 6 am. to 10
p.m. to get afull 3milesof lineen-
ergized.

Norrissaidtherest of therebuild-
ing effort can't even start until the
area has electricity, and the high-
voltagefeeder linesare down.

“Theutilitieshavetogoinfirst,”
she said, adding that crewswill be
intoinstall water linesand gaslines
aswell aspower.

Most of the phone lines are out
and cell phone towers have been
toppled, she said, so there’'s not
much communication between
Lauraand her husband. She said it

will bebasically impossibletoreach
Tyler until sometimethisweek.

“1 just hope he stays safe,” she
said.

In Mississippi, Tyler will face
daily dangers including snakes -
like poisonous water moccasins -
along with disease from stagnant
waterinMississippi. Laurasaidthe
snakeswere swept onto land by the
water and were left behind in the
rubble. Each lineman was given &
snakehit kit justin case.

She said Tyler needed vaccina-
tionsincluding hepatitisandtetanus
shots before he headed south and
waswarnedto avoid mosquitobites

See HELP, Page 10



