By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A new profession, anew job, a
new townandanew lifehavenever
seemed morecomfortable, saysthe
new fifth grade teacher at North
Elementary.

Jeremy Samson, 22, practically
stepped off the campus at Fort
HaysState University intoaclass-
room in Goodland for his first
teaching job.

Samson, or “Mr. Samson” to his
team of fifth graders, isanative of
Atwood, so heisright at homein
northwest Kansas.

“I'm from the area, at least,” he
said.

On hisfifth day teaching fifth
graders, thenew teacher saidevery-
thing has been very smooth.

“You alwayshear the horror sto-
ries about the first day,” he said,
“butitwentreallywell. Thefirst day
ran really smoothly.”

Thisweek, thekids arelearning
about mathematic conversions.

Samson compared a foot to the
sizeof hisactual foot, aninchtohalf
of histhumb and ayard to the dis-
tance from his nose to his out-
stretched arm.

Hegraduatedfromhighschool in
Atwoodin2001 andwent ontoearn
abachelor’s degree in elementary
education from Fort Hays this
spring.

He said he tried to get into the
Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
lege, but was placed on awaiting
list.

Hehad already started classesat
the university and decided to stick
withit. Samson said hechoseteach-
ing partially asaway to stay inthe
area.

“I really likenorthwest Kansas,”
hesaid.

After college, he applied to jobs
all overthestateand Goodlandwas
thefirst district to bite.

“Itwasareally goodfit for me,”
he said, adding he did his student
teaching in fifth grade. “I just like
theage.”

Along with teaching, Samsonis
coaching seventh-grade football.
Hefilled an open spot at the school
left by Dee Burkett, who moved to
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Jeremy Samson, new fifth grade teacher at North Elemen-
tary, escorted two students, Cooper Slough (left) and Alex
Nelson, back to class after physical education. Samson
leaned over Blaine Luther’s desk (right photo) to help him

with a math exercise.
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Wyoming.

So far, he said, he has met many
teachers and has met some people
withregional ties.

He knows Matt Mecheck, tech-
nology teacher at Grant Junior
High, because heisfrom Atwood.
Samson said his grandparents,
Davidand Jori Daily, livein Sharon
Springs. His father Joe and step-

mother KaylaliveinAtwood, while
his stepfather Dan and his mother,
Gail Lewis, livein Dresden.

Samson said hisnew placeisthe
right distance from home and he
likessmall towns. WhileGoodland
fits, heisstill transitioning into his
new life.

His wife, Bethany, till livesin
Hayswhileshecompletesanursing

Flesh-and-bone spammers
godoor-to-doorinGoodland

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Spam — those bits of unwanted
solicitations sent through e-mail —
wasbroughttolifein Goodlandtwo
weekends ago as door-to-door
salesmen blanketed thetown.

Do you need new siding? How
about fresh fruit? Or magazines?

Sowhat aretherulesand how do
we ensure the flesh-and-bone
spammers are on the level if we
want to buy their wares?

Goodlandrequiressolicitors, can-
vassersandpeddlerspassingthrough
town to belicensed. If oneshowsup
at your door, ask to seethelicense.

“It shall beunlawful for any per-
sonto[solicit] withinthecorporate
limits of the city without then hav-
ing anunrevoked and unexpired i-
censetherefor in hisor her posses-
sion and issued by the city clerk,”
according to Article 111 in the city
code under the licenses and busi-
ness regul ations section.

Janiel Dilling, payroll clerk with
thecity, checkedthecomputer at the
clerk’s office and found they issue
only about 20 licensesper year. She
saidthoseonthelistincluderegulars
who sell intown almost every day.

Two weekendsago, shesaid, the
city didn’t see any increase in
people seeking licenses. Dilling
said they had afew peopleinfor a
license to sell combine insurance
and alicenseto sell peachesinAu-

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
porterrors.

gust. That meansmany of thesolici-
tors may have been hitting the
streetsillegally.

PoliceChief Ray Smeesaid offic-
ers handed out several warnings
over theweekend. Hesaid door-to-
door salesmen hit the city at all
timesof theyear.

A licenseisissued only after the
city collects personal and profes-
sional information from the solici-
tor, including name, address, pho-
tograph, Kansas sales tax number
and length of time he or she plans
toremainintown.

Oncetheapplicant hasfilled out a
form, Smeehasfivedaystodoanin-
vestigation. Hemakescallsto previ-
ousaressthesolicitor hascoveredand
asksif anyonehasreported problems.

Hesaid if anything on the appli-
cation is untrue or if he finds the
businesstobe" unsatisfactory,” the
license can bedenied.

Licensing peddlers helpsto cut
downonfraud, hesaid.

When it checksout OK, he said,
thelicenseisissued and the solici-
tor must carry it at all times and
show it to anyone who asks.

The applicant is charged $20 to
cover the cost of theinvestigation.
Thelicensecosts$5for eachday the
solicitor will bein town, not to ex-
ceed $100in ayear. Thelicenseis
issued for the time set fourth and
limited to only those days.

A statepermitisnot enough; each
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Tonight 7:00
Dukes of Hazard
(PG-13)

Starts Friday 7:00
Skeleton Key (PG-13)

Kites for Sale

We stock a large assortment of single, dual
and quad line kites, designed for sport,
/__ competition and power. Many colors,
\ models and price ranges to choose from.
New and used Kites available.
Please call “Kites 4 All” after 6 p.m.

785-890-7564 or

785-899-3194

peddler must get acity license.

Onceapeddlerislicensed, thechief
said, heor shecangouptoanyone's
door. If youdon'twanttobebothered,
Smee recommended just telling the
solicitors you aren’t interested and
askingthemto go away.

Those selling products from a
farm or orchard that were actually
produced by theseller, thosepartici-
pating in acity fair or celebration
and not-for-profit or charitable or-
ganizations are exempt from the
fees.Alicenseisonly necessary for
out-of-town solicitors.

Licensescanbetaken away, sus-
pended or denied if the solicitor is
involvedinany fraud, misrepresen-
tation, fal sestatement, breach of the
peace or amenaceto health, saf ety
or general welfareof thecity inthe
course of carrying on the business.

Violations are a Class B misde-
meanor and solicitorsbreaking the
law faceamaximumfineof $1,000
and six monthsin the county jail.

programat theuniversity. Bethany,
who will graduate in December,
travels here on the weekends,
Samson said, but living apart has
taken some adjustment.

Sheis from asmall town, Clay
Center, and will move here after
college.

to spend time with Bethany and
their dog Hunter, alab-brittany mix.
He likes attending pro and local
sporting events, too.

In the classroom, hisfocusison
math. Heteachessixth gradersand
isworking with them to hit those
things necessary for state assess-

he said. “A lot of kids don't like
math. | want to makeit fun.

“1 want to help spawn a move-
ment to help kidsenjoy math.”

Samson said he wantsto foster e
love of learning into his students
and encourage them to continue
learning.

Whenheisn't puttingin12-hour ment tests.

daysat theschool, hesaid, helikes

“| justwantto helpoutthemath,”

“They haveto belifelong learn-
ersto succeed,” hesaid.

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

A Brewster High graduate is learning to walk
again after aminewent off under histruckinlragin
July.

Spc. Sean Bryant, thegrandson of Duaneand Judy
Headley of Brewster, had volunteered to drive that
day event though he should have been off duty.

His grandmother said he was released recently
from the Eisenhower Army Medical Center at Fort
GordoninAugusta, Ga.

Hespent last weekendwith hisparents, Kelly and
David Branam, in Monroe, N.C., and is now at
Hunter Air Force Basein Savannah, Ga., where he
will do rehab.

Headley said he hasto use awalker now.

“He'sgot agood attitude,” she said. “We expect
him to makeafull recovery.”

Bryant lived with his grandparents his last two
years of high school and graduated from Brewster
Highin 1999.

Hisgrandparents said he was 10 monthsinto his
second Iragji tour.

Hisfirst wasayear long. Hisunitisdueto come
homein October.

Shesaid hisrecovery will taketime.

Brewster soldier injured in Irag

HeisanArmy truck driver, butinlraghewashel p-
ing crew aguntruck to guard convoys.

The day he was injured he wasn't supposed to
drivebut Headley said Bryant took over right before
thevehiclehit themine.

Bryant took the brunt of the explosion, she said.
Other soldiers with him were also injured, but not
asbadly.

“Wethank God hewasmaybeabl eto saveanother
family fromgrief,” shesaid.

Shesaid they talked by phone on Sunday and are
keepingintouch.

Assoonashe'sabletotravel, shesaid, Bryantis
planning to visit hisgrandparents.

He enlisted about a year out of high school.
Headley said there never really was anything else
hewanted to do with hislife.

“Heawayshaditin hismind hewanted to bein
theArmy,” shesaid, addingthat shehopeshe' [l want
to goto collegewhen he getsout of the service.

Shesaid they’re proud of him, and also al of the
soldiersinthewar, and support them all.

Headl ey said many peoplehavewrittenandcalled
Bryant during hisconval escence.

“That'sreally been abig help to him,” Headley
said. “We appreciate that support.”

Internet tonight! 899-2338

*Transfer 8mm to DVD

*Mousepad
*T-shirt
*Ceramic mug
*Photo plate
*Sweatshirt
*Calendar

*Note cube

WAL*MART"

on-line
www.walmart.com
eUpload pictures from work and home to any

WalMart store anywhere
*Print from any digital media in jpeg format

Gift items available

*Photo ornament (round and snowflake)

*Photo puzzle (8x10, 10x14, 18x24)
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