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from our viewpoint...

Devious Patriot Act
way to cut freedom

M ost Americanssay they support the so-called Patriot
Act, but thetruthis, most people don’t have aclue what
the act involves. The name sounds nice, and that’s good
enough for 64 percent of us, aUniversity of Connecticut
poll shows.

Only 42 percent could identify themain purpose of the
law as enhancing surveillance powers for federal law
enforcement agencies.

The poll shows that, the more people understand this
law, thelessthey likeit. Most of us, 81 percent, are OK
withtheprovisionthat allowsfederal agenciesto usein-
formationgatheredfromforeignintelligenceactivitiesin
domestic criminal investigations. To most people, that
only makes sense, thoughit’slongbeenillegal.

Itmeans, if theCl A overhearsterroristsplottingabomb-
ingintheU.S., theFBI can moveinand usetheinforma-
tion to make acase against the bombers.

A two-thirds majority agrees with aprovision allow-
ing thegovernment to collect namesand addressesfrom
Internet communi cationsin criminal investigations.

A sectionwhichallowsfederal agentstotap any phone
asubject uses, rather than having to name each number
in acourt order, draws wide support, 62 percent. It just
makes senseto get onewarrant for one bad guy.

Whenit comestoallowing agentstoget people’slibrary
recordswithout tellingthem, though, only 53 percent say
it's OK. We suppose there is some | egitimate reason to
check outthe* Radical’sGuidetoBombMaking,” butwe
can’'t say right now what itis. Still, will weget onan FBI
watchlistif weread theKoran?

Just 43 percent support requiring banks to turn over
recordswithout acourt order.

Why not get acourt order?It’snot that hard.

Searching American homes without telling the occu-
pantsdoesn’t draw much support, just 23 percent. Com-
mon sense has not | eft the American people.

Still, thereissome scary stuff here.

A vast majority of Americanssay they support thislaw
with the patriotic name, though few of us know what it
really means.

Few understand that it meansyour librarian or banker
may be spying on you, turning your information over to
somefederal agency. When peopleknow about thislaw,
though, many partsdon’t sound so nice.

The Patriot Act — high sounding, but not so highin
purpose. Many provisions have to be reauthorized by
Congress, and some of them ought not to be.

When the law was passed, the Sept. 11 attacks were
freshin everyone’ sminds. Few asked questions.

Now, though, people have abetter grip onthelaw, and
many Americansknow which partsought to be scrapped.
Congressneedsto listen to them. — Steve Haynes
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Plants are growth opportunity for county

TotheEditor:

Many people in this community already |

know us, butfor thosewhodonotweareGerald
(Gerry) and LindaFranklin. We havelivedin

other Statesand other placesin Kansas, but24 [==— -~ =~

yearsagowehad theopportunity tomoveback
to the community where we both graduated
from high school. We have been involved in
volunteer activities such as 4-H, Extension,
Board of Education, the United Methodist
Churchandfarmorganizations, tonameafew.

During the past 24 years, we have watched
thecommunity slowly fadeaway, just likemost
small communities in western Kansas. As
empty stores show up on Main Street, school
enrollment dropsandthereislittleopportunity
for employment outsideof city, county, or fed-
era jobs. IntheGoodland area, thisistrue, and
may beaccel erated by thelossof irrigation. You
might say weareonalong, slow losing streak,
with no end in sight. As aresult, the commu-
nity now stands at a crossroad. Do we close

Getting settled

Darin and Kati (Amos) Curts of Greeley,
Calo., are serving as WorldTeach volunteers
inthePeople'sRepublicof China. WorldTeach,
affiliated with Harvard University, has an
agreement withtheHunan Provincial Depart-
ment of Educationand Foreign Affairstoplace

volunteer English teachers throughout the |

province. Darin and Kati will beteaching in
Yueyang, Hunan, PRC, at Yueyang Ba Zhong
(Yueyang#8 Middle School) for oneyear. Kati

Curts, formerlyof Goodland, still hasrelatives |

here.
By Darin Curts and Kati (Amos) Curts
Aug. 31, 2005
NimenHao (Hello Everyone)!

After only amonthinthePeople’ sRepublic ¢

from our
readers

® to the editor

schools and continue to lose businesses? Do
we become amotel-and-fast-food stop along
1-70. Or do wewant more?

We chose to invest in the proposed energy
center because we want the people and chil-
dren of thiscommunity to havemoreoptions.
Thecity hasawastewater problemthat could
beturnedtoanasset by producing steam power
andintheprocessreduceel ectrical rates. With
our locationa ong 1-70, proximity totheFront
Range of Colorado, reduced electrical rates
andavailability of steampower, Goodland has
achanceto endthelosing streak.

If the steam can be used to generate el ectric-
ity and then to produce ethanol and biodiesel

fuel, these plantswill have an economic advan-
tage over their competitorsthat use natural gas.
Thiscan bedonewhile providing anew market
for grainproducedinthisarea, whileexpanding
thedecliningtax baseand solvin ~ twopress-
ing issues for the city. The only requirement i<
that the community must work together.

Our opportunity isuniqueand other commu-
nities have expressed a desire to follow
Goodland’'sapproachto changingitsdestiny .

What affect will this have on the railroad,
sunflower plant, housing market school enroll-
ment, tax base, trucking, livestock industry,
town businesses and the farm economy? We
cannot say for certain, but weknow wherewe
arenow and wherewehavebeen. Help Good-
land make amark on the future. We must fo-
cus beyond ourselves and make our commu-
nity significant.

Wewelcomeyour input.

Gerald and LindaFranklin

Goodland

In People’s Republic of China

of China, we've cometo regard Chinaasa | .

country of contrastsand contradictions. Every-
day lifeismarked not only by thelack of con-
veniences one would expect from adevelop-
ing nation, but also the rapid pace of progress
and change that modern China seems deter-
mined to pursue.

Priortoour August departure, weread much
about China srapid development, itsincreas-
ing rolein globa affairs, and itsinfluencein
the world economy. Concurrently, we heard
concerns about poverty, the escalating popu-
lation, and thedangerouslevel sof pollutionin
China. Livingwithinthelocal community, we
havewitnessed many of theseissuesthat atour-
ist passing through may not encounter.

With afew daysremaining until our classes
start, wedecidedto explorethecity andtook a
bustothe“Walking Street,” astreet dedicated
totheshopping pedestrian. Itisfull of contem-
porary architecture, fashion boutiques, large
bronzescul ptures, high-end el ectronic stores,
and fast-food restaurants (including both
McDonald’'s and KFC). Its neon lights and
wealthy patrons seem to epitomize modern
China. Aswe strolled down the middle of the
street, wepassed hordesof young Chinesemen
andwomendressedintrendy jeansand T-shirts
who often turned to gawk at us and occasion-
aly call out “weiguoren,” which means for-
eigner andisheard al too often.

Thistwo-block swathe of buildings, green
planters, and new stone paving came to an
abrupt end when wereached thewest end. As

Darin and Kati Curts

wecrossedthestreettowait at thebusstop, we
approached an old man with no shirt and no
legs lying on a blanket with his hands out-
stretched, holding abowl with afew coinsin
it. Not 10 feet away, another man in alarge
straw hat was hauling amassiveload of card-
board boxes in arickshaw, alarge wheelbar-
row attached to arusty bicycle. After paying
the1yuanfare(roughly equivalentto 1/8 of a
dollar), weboarded thebusand road it around
theback side of theWalking Street. There, we
saw a series of dilapidated apartment build-
ings, patched with concreteand decorated with
drying laundry.

The bustook usthrough the narrow streets
of Yueyang, past wet markets selling fruits,
vegetables, and meats of all kinds, by street
vendorsand small restaurantsserving steamed
buns and dumplings, and dropped us off at a
largeoutdoor “mall.” ThisEscheresquelaby-
rinth of shop-lined alleys was not only over-
whelming but al so confusing, having no appar-
ent order. If Chinaistheworld’sfactory, this

mall was Home Depot, Wal-Mart, and JC
Penney wrapped in plaster walls. Down one
particular“aide,” wecameacrosschandeliers,
homemade |adders, trash cans, televisions,
straw brooms, squat toilets, and black-market
dvds. We had no shopping list and exited with
nothing morethan tired feet, tired minds, anc
agreat experience.

We decided to call it aday and hailed ataxi
totakeushome. After reciting thememorized
Chinese name of our school to the driver, the
car weavedinand out of thetraffic for several
kilometers before stopping in front of the
school gates. Wepaidthemetered 8.5yuananc
stepped out of the car saying, “xie xi¢e”
(thanks).

It was an interesting day full of new obser-
vationsand experiences. It seemseachtimewe
step out of our door we encounter China’s
unique and sometimes startling contrasts, but
it'saways an adventure. The coming year i<
sureto be unforgettable.

Zaijian!
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