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Dancing

the night away

Music blared from the disc jokey’s speakers at
the Back to School dance last Friday in the
Goodland High School gym. Students dancedto
the beat of their favorite bands. The dance
started at 9 p.m., just after the Cowboys football
team beat the Hoxie Indians, 27-26.

Photos by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

City contributes
to Flatlander Festival

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

City commissionersagreed Tues-
day to give $1,368 to the new
Flatlander Fall Festival committee
as seed money to get the festival
going.

Dale Neill and Brent Wood,
members of the committee, told
commissioners they were asking
for help.

“We have no money sincethisis
our first year asaseparate commit-
tee,” Neill said. “Weareasking for
help this year, but we hope to be
profitable enough to pay for the
costsnext year.”

Neill saidthecounty had contrib-
uted $1,000 without even being
asked, and the Sherman County
Economic Development Council
had donated $500. He handed the
commissionersabudget for thefes-
tival which showed atotal cost of
$2,865.

City Commissioner John Garcia,
saying it isimportant for the city to
support thisevent, madeamotion to
give the $1,368, the remaining
amount to cover the budget. Wood
said the committeeis planing some
improvementsfor thefestival, includ-
ing covered seating for those eating.

City Commissioner Annette
Fairbanks seconded, the motion
saying the festival was something
thecity neededto help. Themotion
passed 4-0 with Commissioner
DaveDanielsabstaining becausehe
is one of the organizers with the
motorcycle show.

« Heard a proposal from Angie
Whitman, who said she was sur-
prised to receive abill for mowing
weedsfromthecity.

Whitman said shehad been at the
property shortly before the city
mowed and did not feel it wasthat
bad.

“Itisnot unusual for ustoget one
letter a year on our property,”
Whitmansaid. “1 wouldliketo pro-
pose we get more than one letter a
year. | honestly did not think it was
that bad, or | would have mowed it
myself.”

Mayor Rick Billinger said he
agreed, saying he got asimilar bill
on some of hisproperty.

“We may need to tweak our sys-
tem.” hesaid.

* Accepted agrant from the Fed-
eral AviationAdministrationto ac-
quirelandfortheLocalizer Critical
Areaonthenorthend of theairport
approach. The cost of the project
will be $30,000 with the FAA pay-
ing $28,500 and thecity $1,500.

» Approved changing the city
phonesto S& T Telephonel ater this
month. The city and county will
changeto “zeros’ with the prefix
becoming 890. The switch is
planned for the third week of the
month, and S& T will advertise
when the switch will occur.

« Approved a bid from Govern-
ment Cars Distribution Center of
Miami, tobuy threeusedcity police
cars. The bid for a 1997 Ford was
$100, a 1998 Ford $1,188 and a
1999 Ford $1,386.

« Approved payment to Miller
Construction of $72,737 for work
completed on Pioneer Park; pay-
ment to Evans, Bierly, Hutchison
and Associates of $7,710 for engi-
neering on the park; areimburse-
ment request fromthestate Depart-
ment of Transportationfor $37,533
for thepark; and payment to Evans,
Bierly, Hutchison of $826 for engi-
neering on the airport lighting
project.

 Approvedaddingthe14 acresof
farm land near the east Goodland
exit to the lease of Melvin Neme-
check, who farmsthecity property
near theairport.

« Discussed having thecity nomi-
nateWayneHill, new city manager,
to be amember of the Leadership
Sherman County class this year.
Hill saidhewouldliketogothrough
the program to acquaint him with
more of the city and county sys-
tems. Hill said he hasbeen through
a similar program in Guymon.
Danielssaid hewould get theappli-
cation.

* Discussed getting cost estimates
onapower linetobebuilttothepro-
posed power plant site west of the
city.

Rod Blake, power plant superin-
tendent, said heand Hill werework-
ing on the figures to bring to the
commission. Blake reported that
one of the diesel engines at the
power plant isdown and thereisa
Fairbanks-Morrisrepair man|ook-
ingat theproblem. Blakesaiditwill
take sometimeto fix theengine.

Staff asks questions about new Goodland Energy Center

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

About 40 peopleshowed upfora
city commission work session, but
the mayor told them the meeting
was planned so city staff could ask
questions about the impact of the
new energy center being planned
west of town.

Mayor Rick Billinger told the
audiencethework session onAug.
29, wasto hear questions from the
city staff and city commissioners,
and they wouldn’t be taking ques-
tionsfrom the public.

“We are doing awork session,”
he said. “We are not here to debate
the prosand cons of the project.”

Police Chief Ray Smee asked
whether the city would need to pa-
trol the site, or if the plants would
havetheir own security.

Billinger said it was his under-
standingtheplantswouldhavetheir
own guards.

“The only thing wewould do is
respond isif there is a crime out
there,” Smee said. “Violations of

thelawwewouldhandle. | don’'t see
aneed for more officersunlessthe
growth of the city changesthat.”

FireChief Dean Jensenhad alist
of questions about the water needs
and special equipment. One ques-
tion wasif there would be enough
water to fight fires, and if there
would be adequate fire hydrants
with a minimum of 1,000 gallons
per minute of water.

“We will have the fire system,”
said Ron Pickman, former city man-
ager and head of Goodland Energy
Resources, the partnership that will
buildthecoal -fired power plant.“We
will haveafirewater pondand other
equipmenttohelpincaseof fire.We
would hope in a worse-case sce-
nario, the city would have the abil-
ity tocall for mutual aid.”

“We will be the first response,”
saidMark Justusof RenewableEn-
ergy Resources. “Our insurance
company sayswemust haveamini-
mum amount of water on the site,
and a minimum amount of foam
available. We will be the primary

bowling results

responder. That is what the insur-
ance company has brought up, and
wecannot get insurancewithout it.

“The city is avolunteer fire de-
partment, and the insurance com-
pany has taken that into account
withtheir requirements.”

Askedabout special trainingforthe
firemen, Justussaidthey weregetting
apretty thorough list fromtheinsur-
ancecompany, and they would meet
with Jensenwhenthey havethat.

Darin Neufeld, engineer for
Evans, Bierly, Hutchisonand A sso-
ciates, said the power plant site
would havefirehydrantsabout 300
feet apartlikeother partsof thecity,
andwould beableto provide 3,400
gallons per minute.

Billinger said one of Chief
Jensen’ squestionswasif they would
need aerial firefighting apparatus.

“We don't see aneed,” Pickman
said.“Wearenotgoingtobeanytdler
than the existing elevators, and the
city doesn’'t have any aeria equip-
ment to handlethosetypesof fires.”

Neufeld saidthesitewould havea

detentionpondtocatchdl runoff,and
itwouldhandleany emergency spills.

Rich Simon, head of the street,
water and sewer departments, said
he was concerned about a plan to
usethecity easementsfor the pipe-
lineto carry the city’s gray water,
theoutflow fromthesewer lagoons,
outtotheplant site.

“Wearerequired to have 10 feet
between the water and sewer
mains,” Simonsaid, “andwewould
haveto keep thisseparation for the
gray water line.”

Pickman said the line would be
paralel tothecity’s, but if thereis
no room, they would have to find
theright-of-way.

“Thesearethingswewere asked to
thinkabout,” Smonsaid.“ Theyarejust
ideas. Theeasementsmay not bewide
enoughtohand ethedifferentlines.

“We can make it work, but we
need to be sure everyone is aware
of what we need. All the problems
can be addressed. We wanted to be
asinvolved as possible to protect
the city, and help the project as

Monday Afternoon Ladies League
August 29
Bowladium Lanes over
Medical Arts Pharmacy 3-1
Lonny’s Quality Auto Body over
Team#7 3-1
Clawson Electric tied
Wheatridge Farms, Ltd. 2-2
Alcorn/Shelter Insurance over
Callahan’s 3-1
High Individual Game:
Suzie Butts 197
High Individual Series:
Lori Amthor 510
High Team Game:
Callahan’s 642
High Team Series:
Alcorn/Shelter Insurance 1,731

Monday Afternoon Ladies League
September 6
Wheatridge Farms, Ltd. over
Alcorn/Shelter Insurance 3-1
Clawson Electric over
Callahan’s 3-1
Lonny’s Quality Auto Body over
Bowladium Lanes 3-1
Medical Arts Pharmacy over
Team#7 3-1
High Individual Game:
Suzie Butts 246
High Individual Series:
Suzie Butts 528
High Team Game:
Callahan’s 674
High Team Series:
Medical Arts Pharmacy 1,860
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*T-shirt
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*Note cube
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on-line
www.walmart.com

*Upload pictures from work and home to any
WalMart store anywhere
*Print from any digital media in jpeg format

Gift items available
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*Photo ornament (round and snowflake)

*Photo puzzle (8x10, 10x14, 18x24)
Non-copyrighted photos only
2160 Commerce Road
Goodland, Kan. 67735

785-899-2111
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Team Standings

No.1  Lonny'sAquality Auto Body  6-2
No.2  Clawson Electric 5-3
tie Wheatridge Farms, Ltd. 5-3

Wednesday Night Scratch Classic
League
September 7
Steve’s Body Shop over
R &W Duell Farms 18-2
Weber Kennels over
Hank's Cafe 13-7
Phil's Pro Shop over
Fitzgibbons, Inc. 12-8
Floyd's Refrig. & AC and
Bowladium Lanes Later
High Individual Game:

Craig Bolling 223
High Individual Series:

Roy Freiberger 747
High Team Game:

Floyd's Refrig. & AC 549
High Team Series:

Weber Kennels 2,088

League Standings:

Steve’s Body Shop 18-2
Weber Kennels 13-7
Phil's Pro Shop 12-8
Fitzgibbons, Inc. 8-12
Hank's Cafe 7-13
R&W Duell Farms 2-18
Floyd's Refrig. & AC 0-0
Bowladium Lanes 0-0

MILLENNIUM HARVEST HOUSE

KEEP YOU FROM VISITING!

Up to $25 gas credit...

DON'T LET THE PRICE OF GAS

“$114"

$25 Gas Credit Package
Promotional code: GAS

receive a $25 gas credit on your bill.
® 269 full-service guest rooms
indoor/outdoor pools

walking path adjacent to Boulder Creek

MILLENNIUM
HARVEST HOUSE

BOULDER

Millennium Hotels and Resorts

ENJOY OUR WORLD OF HOSPITALITY.

Reserve a guest room starting at $114 and

* Resort amenities include 15 tennis courts and

* Over 16 acres of landscaped gardens with a

ANCHORAGE * BOSTON « BOULDER « BUFFALO
MINNEAPOLIS » NASHVILLE « NEW YORK ¢ ST. LOUIS « SCOTTSDALE

*Rate is per room, per night, and based on availability. Must present gas receipt upon arrival dated within 24 hours of
check-in and that cost will be deducted from your bill, up to $25. Offer expires 12/30/05. Not valid with other offers.
Some restrictions apply. © 2005 Millennium Hotels and Resorts.

For reservations,

call 1-800-545-6285,

your travel professional, or

visit www.millenniumhotels.com

1345 Twenty-Eighth Street
Boulder, CO 80302
303-443-3850
www.millenniumhotels.com

CHICAGO « CINCINNATI « DURHAM « LOS ANGELES

90 HOTELS. 18 COUNTRIES.

much aspossible.”

Commissioner John Garcia
asked about liability for the city
with the gray water going to the
power plant site.

“Wherewill youtakepossession
of the gray water?” Hill asked
Pickman. “Wefeel thecity needsto
know wheretheliability begins.”

“Itisourideathat wewould have
thelineand beresponsiblefor keep-
ingitinshape,” Pickman said.

Simon asked about maintenance
outagesat the power plant.

“Weneedto have plansfor when
the power plant is down or if the
pumpsgo down,” Simon said.

“We would take the water at all
times,” Pickman said. “It would
only be shut down if thereis an
emergency.”

‘If thereis aproblem, we would
need to continue the (state dis-
charge) permit,” Hill said.

“Youownthewastewater plant,”
Pickman replied, “and would need
to maintain the permit for that.”

Daniels noted that the current

permitisup for renewal in 2008.

Steve Criswell, city building in-
spector said therewere acouple of
zoning issues that need to be ad-
dressed. Oneisthat thesmokestack
will be higher than the 150 feet al-
lowed in the zoning code. He said
they would need a variance or ¢
change in the wording of the zon-
ing ordinance.

Justussaidthesmokestack would
be about 200 feet tall.

Chuck Lutters, former public
works director and construction
superintendent for Renewable,
noted that the el evators exceed the
150 feet height now.

Criswell said he would have the
height limit on the agendafor the next
planning and zoning meeting. Hesald
thechangewoul drequireapublicheear-
ingandapprova by thecommission.

Billinger thanked everyone for
their questions and said the com-
missionwoulddoanother work ses-
sionthismonthto seeif someof the
guestions have been answered anc
if therearemore questions.
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Name: Joshua Cech

Parents: Joe and Jean
Cech

Grade: Junior

Age: 16

We' ve nominated this
student because: Heisa
very positive and influen-
tial role model to the
band. He iswilling to go
the extramile to help
other students.

Student Comment: I'll
always remember the

times | spent with friends.
Also state and regional
tennis sophomore year.

Activitiesinvolved in
at school: Tennis, CYO,
X-Pressos and band.

My choice of movies,
books, and games:
Comedy movies and Ping
Pong

After | leave Goodland
High School | intend to:
Attend atechnical insti-
tute.

And 10 yearsfrom
now, | think I'll be: 26,
working for an IT com-

pany.

Favorite Quote: “Don’'t
sweat the petty things and
don't pet the sweaty
things.”

Cech Construction

1511 Clark
Goodland, Kan.
785-890-5856




