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from our viewpoint...

Katrina images
different from 9/11

Four yearsago, our country wasreeling fromtheimpact of the
terrorist attackson New York and Washington.

That tragedy brought ustotherealizationwewerenotimmune
totheviolencethat had plagued other parts of theworld.

Today we arereeling from another disaster. Thistime Mother
Nature reached out and swatted the Gulf Coast with hurricane
Katrinato remind usof her ability toinflict widespread destruc-
tion.

Inboth cases, emergency crewsrespondedtothedisasters, but
therewasadifference.

For theterrorist attacks, the country not only mobilized rescue
efforts, but there was a genuine feeling that our national honor
had been crumpled withthefalling of thetwintowersand explo-
sion at the Pentagon.

Thefocusof thenationwasonNew York andWashington. The
damage, whilehorrific, wascontainedtoamuch smaller areathan
the path of Katrina.

Americans of all ages were affected by the images from
GroundZeroinNew York. Many cantell youwhat they were do-
ing when they heard the newsthat an airplane had slammed into
thetwintowers. Thesewereinstantsof history that will beremem-
bered and retold.

For those who weretrying to sit out Katrina, the hourswill be
remembered, but for the nation it is not an instant to be remem-
bered but anincident, which haslonger and larger consequences
thantheterrorist attacks.

New Orleans has captured the nation’sfocus asthat Southern
city copeswith the disaster, and the aftermath of the flood. For
thosewho havelivedthroughaflood and hadto cleanupthemud,
the scenesin New Orleans are heart rending. It's somewhat in-
comprehensiblethat peoplewould want toreturnto that city and
rebuild.

Back east, the Pentagon has been rebuilt and a new building
will stand wherethetwintowerswerein New York. The Ameri-
canspiritisindomitable, and we are sure much of the Gulf Coast
will berebuiltintheyearsto come.

Sofar it appearsthe death toll will fall far short of last week’s
direpredictions. Someareasof theCity of Jazzaregoingtobounce
back in good shape, but in some of the northern areas of the city
wheretheworst flooding was, the cleanup isgoing to take much
longer.

Thousandsof peoplearebeingwel comed by citiesinthisstate
and others with food and shelter to help them find ways to sur-
vive and rebuild their lives. For many, thereisnothing to return
to, and evenif they couldreturn, it will bemany weeksor months
beforethat can happen.

Asthe cleanup and reconstruction begin, therewill beasurge
injobsfor peoplewilling to work, and the need for construction
workersand materialswill put astrainon other partsof the coun-
try.

There will be bright days ahead for New Orleans and Biloxi,
Miss., and as the event fades in the memory of the country, the
new buildingswill hel p erase some of the sadnessand pain of the
misery Katrinacaused.

Maybe four years from now, when the anniversary of the ter-
rorist attacks of 9/11 comes around again, there can be a quiet
moment rememberingthedestructionandterror of Katrina. Inthe
meantime, every dollar giventotheAmerican Red Crosswill help
thevictimsof thisawful storm. — TomBetz
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Grab. Yank. Pull.

“Why isn't heever ontime.”

“Why do | dwayshavetowait?’

“We'regoing to belate, again.

“Doesn’'t hethink my timeisasvaluableas
his?’

Grab, yank, pull. Muitter.

For some reason, Steve and | can never be
ready to go to anything at the sametime. This
includesgoing homeafter work, goingtodin-
ner, leaving on atrip. You nameit, oneof usis
alwaysready and tapping hisor her foot asthe
other wandersaround doing somelast-minute,
have-to chore.

For many years, weamost didn’t get out of
theofficeat all.

When he'd finish up his editing and was
ready togo, | wasstill doing payroll, sohewent
back to hisofficetowriteacolumn. I’ dfinish
payroll, but hewasstill writing, sol’ d start on
my editing. | wasediting ashefinished hiscol-
umn, so hewouldstarton ... and soitwent for

Raging Moderate, By Will Durst

Q. Sowhoexactly 1sthisPeaceM omwoman
anyway?

A. Cindy Sheehan is a 48 year old from
Vacaville, California, who, inresponsetolos-
ing her son Casey in Iraqisselfishly attempt-
ing to horde the honor of being a Gold Star
mother al to herself.

Q. What?

A. She'sagainst thewar.

Q. Oh, OK, so why the hell is was she
hunkered down in a ditch outside the Texas
WhiteHousebotheringthepresidentduringhis
vacation?

A. Vacation? 35 days s not a vacation. 35
daysisasabbatical. 35daysisaretreat. It'sfive
weeks. 36 hours short of atenth of ayear.
L onger thanthegestation period of most mam-
mals. Where’'s my 35 day vacation? Where's
your 35 day vacation? Where' sthe American
public’s 35 day vacation?

Q. Good point, but that wasn’t the question.

A.I"'msorry, gotabitworked upthere. What
wasthequestion again?

Q. What's she doing there?

A. She'sbeencampedoutsidethepresident’s
ranch to meet with him and she vows to stay
until hetellsher exactly what noble cause her
sondiedfor. And shedoesn’twanttohear “ Op-
eration 2 BucksA Gallon.”

Q. Wouldn't you think a president this me-
dia-savvywouldjustinviteherinsidefor some
cookiesand lemonade and get it over with?

A. My theory is he's spent too much time
grilling cheese sandwicheson thehood of his
pickup, and might be suffering from heat
stroke. Besides, what kind of aman takes his
family to Crawford, Texas, for avacation?

Q. Areyou saying West Texasin August is
not what you call your garden spot?

A.I'msaying it'sreal similar to hell and
that’ sassuming hell haswingedinsectsthesize
of footstools.

Q. How has the conservative media re-
sponded?

A.Youmeantheright wing smear machine?

Q. Whatever.

A.Bill O’ RelllyjumpedonMs. Sheehanlike

Questions: Cindy S
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® Open season

an hour or more until one of usgot so hungry
we started chewing on the other.

| finally figured out away to vent both my
frustrationsand do ajobthat can bestopped at
any time.

| weed.

| gooutsideand start pullinggrassandweeds
out of the driveway or garden. At theoffice, |
pull weeds from flower boxes and from the
cracksinthe sidewalk.

| don’t do thiswith good grace, mind you. |
doit with much muttering and frustration.

Evenasl mutter tomyself that we' realways
late and it’s always his fault, | know it's not
true. Still, itrelievesthefrustration of waiting.

neehan

from other
pens

® commentary

agorillastomping theair out of an inflatable
life raft in order to fit in the back of an
overstuffed Cadillac Escalade.

Q. Any specific accusations?

A. You could say that. You could also say
porcupinepeltsmakesubstandardday carepil-
lows. Cindy Sheehan has been accused of ev-
erythingfromunpaid parkingticketstotheul -
timate treasonous act — association with
Michael Moore. Won't belong beforerumors
of alesbian relationship with Hillary Clinton
emerge.

Q. What about the claimsthat M s. Sheehan
hasbecomeatool of theleft?

A. A tool of the left? That's alaugh. Fox
News calling Cindy Sheehan apolitical tool.
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relieves frustration of waiting

I’mnot good at waiting.

My new plan seemsto beworking.

Sincel’ mnot off doing someproject that just
has to be finished when Steveis done, we're
donewhen he'sdone. Wecan leave.

Thisgetsushometo supper alot sooner. We
don’'t seemto get to eat any earlier but we get
home sooner.

If weareleavingthehouse, weget wherever
we' re supposed to go sooner.

And it hastwo added bonuses. The garden,
flower beds, driveway and sidewalks get
weeded.

And it'sgood exercise. Those weeds don't
come out without astruggle.

Soif you seemeout onthesidewalk giving
aweed thewhat-for, you’ Il know that Steveis
still inthe house or office doing whatever.

I’mjust not surewhat I’ m going to dowhen
winter arrivesandtheonly thinglefttopull out
ismy hair.

peace mom

A lot likearattlesnake calling ascorpion nox-
ious. Or aWhite House official complaining
about the smearing of Karl Rove. You can't
make stuff up likethis.

Q. Any comment on the criticisms that the
protest has morphed from alonely vigil intc
pretty muchjust another gathering of theusual

suspects?
A. Last | looked, Jesse Jackson hadn’t yet
made an appearance.

Q. Ms. Sheehan hasbeen called away duetc
afamily sickness. How will her absenceaffect
theimpact of her vigil ?

A.Not much, besides, withgasapproaching
threebucksagallon, | wouldn’t besurprisedif
a parading convoy of SUV owners pitching
gravel into each other’s windshields took her
place.

Political comic Will Durst wonders if
Crawford, Texas, hasany decent bar becue. Anc
if they deliver. Durst hasperformedaroundthe
worldandisafamiliar punditontelevision. E-
mail Wi at willdur st@sbcglobal.net.
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garfield

www.garfield.com

1 SAID GO GET THE BALL.
I DIDN'T SA® BRING IT
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