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from our viewpoint...

Red Cross answer
to get things going

A telling comment the other day: In areport on how
Hurricane Katrina evacuees were faring, the speaker
notedthat “FEMA hasturned careof therefugeesover to
the Red Cross, and things are starting to happen.”

Imaginethat. Government falters. Private charity has
to step in and make sense out of the situation.

Time after time, people are saying, “ The government
haslet usdown. Thegovernment hasfailed.”

Troops take days to move because governors and colo-
nelsneed to sign paperwork. A Red Crossconvoy isturned
around becausecity officialsarenot ready to supervisethem.

Michael Brown, the deposed disaster chief, trying to
explainwhy hefailed to help people at the New Orleans
Convention Center: “No onetold methey werethere.”

Thelist goeson. Of course, the response will be, “We
need better |eaders. We need to spend more money.”

Asif doing more of the sameistheanswer.

Instead, maybeweneedtotakeal ook at how wehandle
disasters. FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, has proven it can’t manage anything, certainly
not amajor disaster. Theagency isrun by political hacks
and petty bureaucrats. It’snot capable.

That’snot saying all government agencies areincom-
petent. Our military hasaquatinteditself well onthismis-
sion: The Coast Guard, National Guard and the regular
Army, al topnotch, despite the old saw about “military
efficiency.” Theseunitsarecompetent and capable. They
arepretty muchinchargenow. TheArmy may bebureau-
craticin peace, but under fire, it sadifferent story.

TheCorpsof Engineerswarnedtheleviesneededwork.

Listen to Mayor Ray Nagin blaming the feds for his
city’ sproblems. Contrast hisbleeping performancewith
Rudy Giuliani inNew York just four yearsago. Contrast
hiscity’ sfeeble, unstructured responsewithNew York’s.

New Orleans, and L ouisiana, may befacing their own
crisis of leadership. Since when is it the federal
government’sjob to get them ready for alocal disaster?

Whenthisissaid and done, we need to rebuild our pos-
turefor handlingthenext disaster, at thehandsof M other
Nature or someterrorist sect.

Maybeweought togivetheRed Crossalot moresay, and
the political hacks and bureaucrats alot less. Maybe we
should scrapthe FEM A bureaucracy and buildlean, mobile
| eadershipteamswith good communicationsand decision-
making ability, ready to move at amoment’snotice.

That’snot all theanswer. Thisisnot just afederal prob-
lem. Every state and every city should be ready for the
next disaster —fire, mudslide, tornado, bombing, hurri-
cane or earthquake. Every state, every city should have
trained peopleready totakeover. Thenitwon’t matter so
muchif thefedsareincompetent.

Therea question, is“Why arewe surprised?’ It'sthe
government. They’rehereto help. — Steve Haynes
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Who does Cindy really hate?

Making Sense, By Michael Reagan

Sigmund Freudhadaconcept hecalled” pro-
jection,” which has been defined asadefense
where the ego deals with unacceptable im-
pulses and/or terrifying anxieties by attribut-
ing them to someonein the external world.

Inmany waysl think that explainsthebehav-
ior of the media’s current patron saint, Cindy
Sheehan, whosehaterhetoricaimed at President
Bushisreally meant for someone el sewho she
can't admit evento herself isher real target. To
do so would represent one of those “ unaccept-
ableimpulses’ Dr. Freud wastalking about.

In this case it could well be that Cindy
Sheehanisprojecting her rageat GeorgeBush
whentheoneshereally despisesisher lateson
Casey, who died as ahero in Iraqg, precisely
becausehediddieaheroin Irag.

Themorel listento Cindy Sheehanand con-
sider her past actions and her past words, it
occurstomeshehasawayshbeenaliberal, she's
always been anti-military, and she’s always
beenanti-Republican. It appearsthat sheraised
Casey insuchanenvironment, yet despitethat
what does he do? He not only joins the mili-
tary engaged inawar shebitterly opposes, but
toaddinsulttoinjury whenhisenlistment runs
out, he re-enlists although he knew that by so
doing it meant hewould be sent to Iraq where
awar hismother despisesisbeing fought.

Think about that. What Casey did wastore-
ject not by words but by deeds his mother’s
most closely-held beliefs.
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Then, tomakematter worseinher eyes, this
son volunteers to go on a dangerous mission
even his superiors warned him against, and
dies as aresult. Casey Sheehan’s sergeant
asked for volunteers. Sheehan had just re-
turnedfrom Mass. After Sheehanvolunteered
once, the sergeant asked Sheehan againif he
wanted to go on the mission. According to
many reports (and according to his own
mother) Casey responded, “Where my chief
goes, | go.”

He went, and it cost him hislife. You can
almost hear her sayingtohisspirit,“How dare
you spurnmeand turnyour back onme?How
dareyougojointhemilitary, andthenhow dare
you volunteer to fight against the innocent
Iragi freedomfightersandgetyourself killed?”

Casey Sheehan’s heroic action has embit-
tered Cindy Sheehan. And her actions have
embittered her family who bitterly resent her
exploitationof her son’sheroicdeathinbehal f
of her political extremism. Here'swhat they
wroteto Matt Drudge:

“The Sheehan Family lost our beloved
Casey in the Irag War and we have been si-
lently, respectfully grieving. We do not agree

with the political motivations and publicity
tacticsof Cindy Sheehan. She now appearsto
be promoting her own personal agenda and
notoriety at theexpenseof her son’sgood name
and reputation. Therest of the Sheehan Fam-
ily supports the troops, our country, and our
president, silently, with prayer and respect.”

Cindy Sheehan says she wants to ask the
president, “Why did you kill my son?’ She
knows that George Bush did not kill her son.
Thebutchersshesupportswith her far-out lib-
eral activism killed Casey Sheehan and that
activismisnow resultinginthedeathsof other
youngA mericansbecausesheisgivingaidand
comfort toour enemiesand encouragingthem
topersistintheir terrorism, giving them hope
that if her views prevail the U.S. will loseits
will and pull out. And sothefight goeson, and
more Casey Sheehansdieasaresult.

Andshesaysof her son, “Hediedfor oil. He
died to make your friends,” Bush’'s friends,
“richer. He died to expand American imperi-
alismintheMiddleEast.”

How dare he?

Cindy Sheehan doesn’t need to talk to the
president. A talk withatherapist wouldbemore
appropriate.

MikeReagan, theeldest sonof thelatePresi-
dent Ronald Reagan, isheard onmorethan 200
talk radio stations nationally as part of the
Radio America Network. Look for Mike'snew
book “ Twice Adopted.” E-mail Commentsto

mereagan@hotmail.com.

Arthur Laffer: The happy supply-sider

By Bill Steigerwald

Lasttimel talkedtoeconomistArthur Laffer
wasin1979whenl interviewed himat theUni-
versity of Southern Californiain LosAngeles.

In those mi serable economic times, before
he was dubbed “ The Father of Supply-Side
Economics,” Laffer wasconsidered akook by
theliberal econ-establishment for pushinghis
ideathat cutting taxesincertain circumstances
can simultaneously stimulate economic
growth and put moretax revenueinto govern-
ment coffers.

Today his famous “Laffer Curve” isno
longer ridiculed, and the former member of
President Reagan’ sEconomic Policy Advisory
Board isfamed for sparking aworldwidetax-
cuttingrevolution. | talkedtohim by telephone
fromhishomein San Diego:

Q: How do you defineyour politics?

A: I’'m pro-growth. I’'m Democrat when
Democrats are into pro-growth, and I'm Re-
publicanwhenthey are. | votetheissuesreally
hard-core, and they’re all economic issues.
That doesn’t mean that | don’t have strong
views on social issues. That's just not where
governmentisinvolvedinmy life.

Q: What do you give Bush on economics?

A:I’'mreally shockedbyit. Asyouprobably
know, | wasnot afan of hisfather. | voted for
Clintontwice. | really thought Bush (theelder)
and Bob Doleweretax collectorsfor thewel-
farestate. Thereason | voted for BushW. was
moreAl GorethanitwasBush. Andnow | am
just totally afan. This guy isjust incredibly
good at economics.

Q: Youarenot concerned about thebig defi-
citsor theformer steel tariffs?

A: Oh, the steel tariffs (were) terrible.
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They’ reembarrassing. By puttingonsteel tar-
iffs, what you doiscauseU.S. companiesthat
buy steel to pay higher pricesfor lower-qual-
ity steel. Now youtell mewhat happenstothe
American automobile industry and the other
productsthat usesteel asanimport?l wasborn
and raised in Youngstown, and | know steel
pretty well. It doesnot helpAmerica, it doesn’t
help steel, and it doesn’t help Youngstown. It
hurtseveryone.

Q: Thebiggest economicissue of theday?

A: | like low, flat-rate taxes. | like sound
money. | likefreetrade.AndI likeminimal regu-
lation for serving social purposes. That'sit.

Q: Isthat adefinition of supply-side eco-
nomics?

A: (It's) the supply-side definition in each
of themajor areas of macroeconomics. There
arefour areas: fiscal policy, monetary policy,
trade policy and a sort of catchall, incomes
policy. Thoseareall theindirect waysgovern-
ment affects business — regul ations, restric-
tions, minimum wage, wage and prices, etc.

Q: What’ ssomething true about economics
right now every layperson shouldknow about?

A: If youtax peoplewhowork and you pay
peoplewho don’'t work, do not be surprised if
youfind alot of people choosing not to work.

Q: What'sthemost preval ent and most dan-
gerouseconomicmyththepublicbelievesthat
needsto be debunked?

A: Bottomline, | think the public’'sgot it.

Q: Really?

A:I'mreallyimpressedwiththepublic. The
electoraterealy seesthroughall thiscrap. They
understand free trade. They understand low,
flat-ratetaxes. They understand sound money.
Theelectorateisreally cool. |’ msuperbly im-
pressed by democracy —and |’ mnot natively
that way inclined, just so you know.

Q: 1 wasgoing to ask you whether the pub-
licanditsleadersweregetting smarter in eco-
nomics. | guessyou answered it.

A:They’vebeengreat. Look at what'shap-
pening. Sincethat ' 79 interview we had, OK,
let’stake al ook at what happened to marginal
tax rates. Thehighest rate hasgonefrom what
— 70 percent — down to what, 35 percent?
What's happened to inflation? What's hap-
pened to regul ation restrictions? What's hap-
pened to Americaand theworld?What’shap-
pened to the stock market? What's happened
toeverythingyouand| believein?Doyoure-
member what unemployment ratesl ookedlike
back in 19797 Do you remember what the
primewaswhen Ronal d Reagan cameinto of -
ficeon Jan. 20, 198171t was 21 percent.

Q: Thisisahappy economist. It’snot dismal
atal,isit?

A: | cannot believe how wonderful it is.
When (Nobel Prize-winning economist) Bob
Mundell and | sat there at the University of
Chicagoin 1967, 68 and’ 69, we dreamt of &
world. That world isnow. Can youimagine a
worldwithnoinflation?Everythingthat’shap-
pened. It' sabsolutely spectacular. I’ mjust so
happy about what’s happened to thisworld.

Seigerwaldisacolumnist at thePittsburgh

Tribune-Review. bsteigerwald@tribweb.com.

garfield

I WAS OUT LATE
LAST NIGHT

www.garfield.com)

A LOT OF

THE HOUSES
AROUNPD HERE
LOOK ALIKE!

YOU GOT LOST,
PIDN'T @OU?

2)eoIpuAS ssald [esianun Ag painquisia

©2005 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

aem VAVRS 9.6




