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tem. It will be added later.

By Sharon Corcoran

The Goodland Star-News
What could you do with alittle corner of theworld?

weedy corner to a beautiful garden? Would you be able to con-
vinceothersto helpyoudoit?

doneinhislife. After procrastinating, he had only two monthsto
completethe project and hisfamily’s scouting tradition.

Two months, 165 man hours, severa loads of dirt, apile of si-
lage, several plants, many railroad ties, aheap of wood chipsand
alot of water later, acorner of the City of Goodland's property

second generation of Eagle Scouts.

Looking at the corner of thelot at 17th and Broadway in front
of hisfamily’s businesses, Sunflower Computer Services and
Cyberland, Breininger knew it needed afacelift.

With Pioneer Park construction underway at Cherry and U.S.
Business24, heknew therewasopportunity for thecity’ sappear-

eral years, he knew low-maintenance, low-water-usage plants
werethe most practical solution.

He also knew that when he turned 18 in two months, it would
betoo lateto earn Eaglerank, the highest in Boy Scouts. Hisfa-
ther Richard Breininger, twouncles, older brother Matt Breininger
and two cousinswereall Eagle Scouts. Zach wasthe only mem-
ber of the Breiningers needed to compl ete their two generations
of Eagles, afeat almost unheard of . Only two percent of theboys
in scouts achieve Eagle, Richard Breininger said.

But would he be ableto pull off the project intime?

With the help of his parents, Richard and Amy Breininger,
brother, friends, members of histroop, a Master Gardener, sev-
eral businesses, afarmer and several city employees, hedid.

Zachisstill waiting to go beforethe board of review before he
can be named an Eagle, but heisenjoying thefruitsof hislabor.

“It' ssupposedto beoneof thehardest thingsyou ever doinyour
life,” Breininger said of hisEagle project, “but it'sworthit.”

Two months of planning and gathering supplies and getting
peopleto help culminated in a“work day” on Saturday, Sept. 3,
torip out theold and put inthe new.

The Breiningers spent 117 hours on the project, and they had
48 hours' helpfrom others. They paid for asprinkler system; the
other suppliesweredonated. But evenwith the project complete,
the soon-to-be Eaglecan’t sit back just yet.

Eventually, it will have an underground sprinkler system,
Breininger said, but for now, they just laid somesprinklersdown.
And he hasto water it onceaday. The plants have to become es-

How much time and effort would you spend to transform a [

Zach Breininger needed aproject to earn the position of Eagle ; ,-
Scout, aproject that was supposed to bethe hardest thinghehad &

looksalot better, and Breininger ispoisedto completehisfamily’'s fir;

Justin Verlinden (above) shoveled mulch onto the garden after the plants were in place, helping Zach Breininger with his
Eagle Scout project. Breininger (below) ended up in a pool of water while trying to install an underground sprinkler sys-

Photos by Richard Breininger

Soout transforms cormer of Goodland toagarden
neffort toachieve Eagle rank, a family traartion

ance to improve. And having experienced drought the last sev- [

tablished before they becomelow-usage, he said.

Breininger had helptoremovetheolddirt, putinnew dirt with
silagemixedin, toput in plants, to surround thegardenwithrail-
road tiesand to put wood chipson top.

Rhoads Construction broke up the concrete, and city workers
removeditandtheolddirt, andthey broughtinthreeloadsof dirt
fromthecemetery. J& M Treeand Lawn Serviceof Colby donated
mulch; Master Gardener Christie Rasuredonated plantsand gave
adviceonaccomplishingthexeriscaping project; Gary Wickwar,
afarmer, donated silage; PizzaHut donated two large pizzasfor
thework day; and Coca-Coladonated soda. Men fromtheKyle
Railroad told the Breiningerswherethey could find someties.

Nathan Brady, Justin Verlinden and Jonathan McClung of
Troop 142, and Matt Hamiltonand Cory Yarbrourgh, Breininger’'s
friends, helped. And Matt Breininger brought two friends with
him from Minnesotafor the weekend to help.
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