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from other pens...

Experience in field
good gqualification

The Lawrence Journal-World on hiring a new commis-
sioner of education:

It would seem that the most important qualification for the
state’s new commissioner of education would be experience
inthefield of education.

Apparently not, according to some members of the Kansas
State Board of Education.

Six members of the board expressed displeasure Wednes-
day with the criteria established by the National Association
of State Boardsof Education, whichtheK ansasboard hiredto
hel pthemfind areplacement for Andy Tompkins, whoresigned
as commissioner of education earlier thisyear. The consult-
ants had eval uated the applicants according to certain skills.
The problem?A group of board members said they believed
too much weight had been givento candidates' experiencein
thefield of education.

Although aminority of the board argued that education ex-
perience should bethetop priority and the consultant’seval u-
ation scalewas sound, the six-member conservative majority
of the board voted to change the criteria and presumably set
the evaluation process back to square one.

ConnieMorris, (fromWheel er), an outspoken conservative
member of the board, complained, “ Education expertise may
have been given fivetimestheweight of anything else.” She
added that toofew pointshad beenall ocated for business, civic
and political skills.

Somemight say thereisentirely toomuch paliticsonthestate
board already.

Theboardinterviewedfour candidatesin June, but couldn’t
agreeonacommissioner and decidedtorestart thehiring pro-
cess. That wasn't abad moveif board membersdidn’t believe
they had found asatisfactory candidate. However, it' sSeptem-
ber now, and almost no progress appearsto be made.

AccordingtoBoard Chairman SteveAbrams, theboard has
“abunch” of applicantsfor thejob, but the work the consult-
ant has done so far apparently was largely wasted because it
didn’t meet withtheapproval of amajority of theboard. After
afour-hour meeting in and out of closed session Wednesday,
Abrams announced, “We're done, and there’s no action.” ...
What, if any, progresscan bemade... remainsto be seen.

... Hiring anew commissioner of educationisarguably the
mostimportant current pieceof businessfacingthe StateBoard
of Education. It’ sdisappointing to seetheprocessmiredin po-
litical bickering.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel comes letters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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A weekend at home seems like a luxury

A weekend at homeissuch aluxury for us.

It seems we' re always gone, and things here
just pileup.

Steve bought a bookcase in February and still
hasn’t had asparehour or twoto put hisbooksinit.

Thiswastobetheweekendtofill thebookcase,
put together the miniature ox cart | got in Costa
Rica, sweep the garage, weed the garden, water
seal the deck furniture, fold al the clothes that
havebeensittinginbasketsfor thelast twoweeks
and pick out picturesfor aRotary program.

Thenthereweretheminor chores, likebalance
the checkbook, send stuff to the kids, slice the
watermelon that’s beeninthefridge for aweek,
medicate the cats, and clean off the dining room
table.

Attheoffice, my listincluded enteringabunch
of stuff into the business computer, doing pay-
roll, sending out several letters, checking the
mail, writing sports stories and my weekly col-
umn, checking on football, volleyball and cross
country picturesand feeding the cat.

| also put nap, walk andfix breakfast, lunchand
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supper, and gotochurchonmy list. | likeittobe
complete, and | dwayswant to be ableto mark
something off.

| waslooking forward to anice long holiday
weekend.

Andl gotit.

| even got some of the stuff onmy list done.

Steve did not get his bookcase filled. On the
other hand, we did get the deck furniture water
sedled, several flower bedsweeded, | thecloth-
ing folded and the ox cart put together.

| didn’t getthegarageswept, although started,
andgot about adozen broom strokesdonebefore
it was timeto stop and make lunch. | never got
back to that project.

| got the most important things done. | got a

nap every day and awalk two out of three. We
would have made it three out of three, but it
rained, and weweren’t complaining about that.

We got three meal saday and the watermel on
got cut and devoured, along with hamburgersto
celebrate Labor Day.

Stevegot thecheckbook bal anced and weboth
got somework doneat the office. Thehousecats
gottheir monthly fleaandtick medicine, and the
officecat got fed.

We cleaned off the dining room table but cov-
ereditagainaswestarted our weekly writing anc
editing chores. Weboth havedesks, but prefer tc
sit at the table while working. At mealtimeswe
push the laptop computers aside to make room
for platesand silverware.

It was along, lovely weekend. | loved every
minuteof it, but wheredid it go?

Oneminutel wassittingdownandmakinglists
of what | was going to do, and the next it seems
that it’stimeto start another work week.

WEell, anyway, thank you, Lord, for long holi-
day weekend at home.

Diamond: Our squandered victory In lrag

Interviewed by Bill Steigerwald

Larry Diamond Isan expert on democracy,
a Stanford University professor and a senior
fellow at the mostly conservative Hoover In-
stitution. Though he says he is a“moderate
centrist Democrat” and wasagai nst our going
towarinlrag, inthefall of 2003 Diamond ac-
cepted Condol eezza Rice' srequest that hego
to Baghdad and serve as an adviser to thein-
terim American government.

What Diamond sayshesaw during histhree-
month stint — aseries of blunders, miscal cu-
lationsandideol ogical blindnessby American
authorities — is contained in his new book,
“ Squandered Victory: TheAmerican Occupa-
tion and the Bungled Effort to Bring Democ-
racy tolraqg.”

| talkedto Diamond, who hasnot heardfrom
Secretary of State Rice since his book came
out, on Tuesday by telephone from his home
on the Stanford campus.

Q: Islrag’ sconstitution meaningful andwill
itwork?

A: Well, it'smeaningful becauseif thelra-
gis do agree on a permanent constitution and
if it'sadopted by the country inanational ref-
erendum, it’ Il probably bethemost democratic
constitution the Iragis have ever crafted for
themselves. Itwill certainly betheconstitution
that has been reached by the most democrati-
cally representative process. That doesn’t
make ademocracy initself, but it'sanimpor-
tant step forward along theroad.

Q: Why didyou agreetogotoIrag?

A: Becausewhatever youfelt about thewar,
andwhether weshould havegonetowar or nat,
the situation after Baghdad fell was very dif-
ferent than it was before we went to war. In-
deed, the situation when Condoleezza Rice
calledmeinNovember of 2003 remai ned what
it was throughout the postwar period — one
wherel felttheAmericannational interestwas
now very much at stake. If wedid not succeed
instabilizingIrag, | feltit would becomewhat
itwasnot beforethewar —that is, ahavenfor
international terrorists, areally imminent prob-
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lem for regional security and stability and a
threat to the security of the United States. In
addition to which, it was clear that many Ira-
gis, in the wake of the toppling of Saddam,
were coming forward and struggling to build
a democratic system of government and |
thought those peopl e deserved our help.

Q: What wereour biggest mistakes, oncewe
toppled Saddam?

A: Our single biggest mistake, which | talk
about at length in the book, was the decision
toestablishanoccupation (government) inthe
first place... rather thanmovingfairly rapidly
toan|ragi interimgovernment that would have
been broad-based and sel ected through some
process of consultation and dialogue, likethe
Afghan Loya Jirga (thetribal council that es-
tablished a new post-Taliban government in
Afghanistan).

Q: Wearestuck with Irag and now we have
tofix it. What do wehavetodo?

A: | think the key isto seeif we can find
through somepolitical meansaway to narrow
the base of involvement and support for the
insurgency, because the overwhel ming prob-
leminlragtoday isthat youjust can't do any-
thing. You can’t travel the roads safely. You
can't repair the electricity grid. You can’'t get
the ail flowing too much beyond its prewar
level becauseof thewidespread dispersedand
viciousviolence.

Now much of theinsurgency isclassic, die-
hard, dead-endideol ogues, either al-Qaida, the
former Baathist |eadership or other zealots
who arenever goingtobedrawnin. But there
areelements of theinsurgency who arefight-
ing for more tactical goals, to ensure that the
Sunnisaregoingto haveafull placeinthe po-
litical process and to get a firm commitment

that theUnited Statesisgoingtoleavemilitar-
ily at somepoint. Someof thesemoretactically
motivated el ementshavebeen sending signals
through international intermediaries for two
yearsthat they want totalk directly totheU.S.
| think we should negotiatewith them. | think
we' ve made amistake not to have done so.

Q: What else should wedo?

A: Oneistodeclare, very unequivocally, that
wewould not seek permanent military basesin
Irag. Onethingthat hasunited all thedisparate
elements of the insurgency is the belief the
United Statesis seeking a permanent military
footholdinIragandthisneedstoberesistedfor
Iragi-nationalist or Arab-nationalist reasons.

Secondly, through aprocessof dialogue, we
should seek to establish some sort of envi-
sionedtimeframefor anAmericandrawdown
and withdrawal that would, be dependent on
eventsontheground.

Q:You'vesaidthewar inlragis*oneof the
greatest overseas blundersin U.S. history.”
How so?

A: Well, because, first of all, | think we
shouldn’t haveinvaded thecountry. Butin par-
ticular,if youlook at thepostwar situation: Here
we had this great military victory ... and then
we squandered it by our arrogance, ignorance
and lack of preparation for the postwar. Even
if youthink thewar wasnot ablunder, the post-
war certainly hasbeen, intermsof theway we
managed it and failed to resource it. We just
have never had nearly enough troopsin Irag. |
think it’stoo late now to build them up.

Another respect in which the war has been
becomingareally historicoverseasblunder for
theUnited Statesisthat it hassignificantly, and
in deeply worrisome terms, decreased our
overall military readiness. It'sgoingtotakeus
yearsto build it back up because of the obses-
sionand neglect that hasresultedfromour fixa:
tiononlraqg.

Bill Seigerwaldisa columnist at the Pitts-
burgh Tribune-Review. E-mail Bill at
bstei gerwal d@tribweb.com.

garfield

198

199

www.garfield.com

21e2Ipuig ssaud |esiaaluf Aq painquisiq

©2005 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

DO YOUL
SUPPOSE
SHE ISN'T
HOME 7!

)
M VAVeS ©-2%




