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Today
* Sunset, 6:44 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 6:36 a.m.
* Sunset, 6:42 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil temperature 73 degrees
+ Humidity 41 percent
+ Sky Mostly cloudy
* Winds South at 12mph
* Barometer 30.16

and rising
* Record High today 95° (2003)
* Record Low today 29° (1946)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 97° (Record)
Low Wednesday 59°

Precipitation —
This month .30
Yeartodate  12.83

The Topside Forecast
Today: Cloudy to partly sunny,
20 percent chance of showers,
high 78 wind South 6-9mph. Low
54. Saturday: 20 percent Show-
ers, high 81, low 46.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: Partly cloudy, patchy
fog, 20 percent chance of show-
ers, high 68, low 47. Monday thru
Tuesday: Partly cloudy, high 70s,
lows 40s.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.25 bushel
Posted county price — 3.28
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $1.67 bushel
Posted county price — $1.53
Loan deficiency pmt. — 41¢
Milo — $1.41 bushel
Soybeans — $5.08 bushel
Posted county price — $4.90
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $6.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.60 cwi.
NuSun-$11.00 cwt
Confection —Call.
Pinto beans — $20 (new crop)
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News
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Mustangs
over Atwood

Members ofthe 8th-grade
Mustang football team con-
gratulated Jay Cotter mo-
ments after running four
yards for a fourth-quarter
touchdown against Rawlins
Countyin Cowboy Stadium.
Goodland defeated Atwood
22-6. Photos on Page 9a.

Flatlander Festival begins tonight

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Motorcycle and car enthusiasts
are starting to arrive as merchants,
restaurant owners and hotel staff
gear up for the annual Flatlander
Fall Festival.

Thefestival startson Friday night
as guests flock to the Sherman
County Speedway for stock car
racesstartingat 6:30p.m. Theraces
feature mini stock, econo, bomber,
super stocksand modified cars.

Raceswill beheldat 5:30p.m.on
Saturday night al so.

At 7 p.m. on Friday, the Howard
JohnsonHotel will behosttoaburn
out pit, wheremotorcyclesandcars

will try to make as much noise and
smokeaspossible. At9:30p.m., the
hotel will haveabeer-bobbing con-
test.

Visitorscan getintoadancewith
alivebandat thehotel onFriday and
Saturday nights for a $5 cover
charge.

Main Street eventsstart at 8a.m.
on Saturday.

Vendor boothswill open up, let-
ting visitors check out wares, get a
facepainted or pick upabierock and
adrink.

TheAntiqueWarehousewill have
itsfourthannual fleamarket and ga-
ragesaleat 17thand Main. Garage
saleswill beset upintheparkinglot

Figures change
sales tax plans

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

There will be no city sales tax
electionin Octaber, becauseabond
lawyer figureswould take about 20
yearsto pay for ajoint city-county
road project withcity revenueonly.

City commissionersvoted unani-
mously at a special meeting
Wednesday morning to rescind the
resolution calling for the special
electiononOct. 18toapproveacity
salestax.

County commissioners instead
approved amotiontogotothestate
Legidaturefor permissiontopursue
al-cent countywidesal estax, which
wouldpay fortheprojectinabout 10
years.

City and county commissioners
werecalledlateTuesday toset upthe
special meeting because figures
from Kevin Cowan, bond counsel
from Gilmore and Bell of Wichita,
showed a one-cent city sales tax
wouldnot bringinenoughmoney to

pay for theroad projectsin 10years
aswas estimated back in May.

County Commissioner Kevin
Rasure said the reason the figures
weresolow wasthat thecounty fig-
uresincludethesalestax onutilities
and telephones outside of the city
limits.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel, City
Clerk Mary Volk, City Manager
WayneHill and Rasuretalked with
Cowan on Tuesday, and his esti-
mateswerethat thecity salestax by
itself would raise about $500,000 a
year. That is about athird or more
less than what had been estimated
earlier.

Rasure said the city sales tax
wouldtakeabout 20yearsto pay for
the proposed joint road project.

“The city salestax will not fund
the projectsiif it takes 20 years,”
Rasuresaid. “All utilities paid out-
sidethecity haveasalestax, andthat

See ELECTION, Page 8a

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Land annexed in July to build
theGoodland Energy Centerison
theagendafor aspecial city com-
missionhearingat 5p.m.onMon-
day to consider a petition to re-
scind the annexation.

City Manager WayneHill said
he received a letter from Mark
Justus of Renewable Energy Re-
sources and Ron Pickman of
Goodland Energy Resourcesask-
ing the city to drop a zoning
change request, and requesting

Annexation change
hearing on Monday

thecity toreversetheannexation.

Partsfor the ethanol plant and
power plant continue to arrive
andarebeing stored, withmoreof
thelarger partsexpectedtoarrive
inthe next few weeks.

Justus said the original plan
was to build the plant withinthe
city codes, butthey foundthat the
city doesnot haverulesfor heavy
industrial buildings. He said it
would be nearly impossible to
build the power plant under the

See HEARING, Page 8a

of Cowboy Loop, 17thand Main.

A beer garden will be set up be-
tween 16th and 17th on Main from
10or1lam.to5p.m.

TheEarly Iron Car Club rod run
startsat 8a.m. withregistrationand
acontinental breakfast at Central
Elementary School, 1301 Main.
After they're registered, cars will
line Main in front of the school for
the publicto admire.

Cars are classified by age, 1949
and older, 1950 to 1964, 1965 to
1975, 1976 to 1989, and 1990 to
present. Dash plagues are handed
out to favorites.

Car show participants can play
games, likeparticipatinginamotor

blow, draining an engine of oil and
runningituntil it stops, andwindoor
prizes.

Saturday evening, the club will
haveadinner at Central and partici-
pantswill have an evening cruise.

At 9am., the Northwest Kansas
Bike Show will start with registra-
tion. The bikes will be on display
after registration.

The show will include motor-
cyclerodeo games capped off with
adinner and awards. The motor-
cycleswill gather for aparadedown
Main after dark.

Sunday, thegroupwill reunitefor
a breakfast and a worship service
followed by apoker run.

Jeep lovers can head to the south
end of Mainfor ademonstrationthat
will show off the suspension capa-
bilities of thevehicles.

A U.S. Army fire truck display
will beset upatthesouthendinfront
of the Cowboy L oop.

The Goodland Activities Center
will sponsor a Punt, Pass and Kick
contest for kids 8 to 15 at 10 a.m.
Saturday at Cowboy Stadium.

At 11 a.m., the annual Scruffy
Dogcontestwill pitnoisy littledogs
against big athletic dogs in &
“beauty” and talent contest. Judges
fromtheNorthwest KansasAnimal
Shelter will pick awinner out of the
scruffy entries.

Kids get afternoon off
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A group of students lined up to go home early Wednesday at North Elementary as Goodland
School Superintendent Marvin Selby called a heat day. The kids were released right after lunch

before temperatures climbed to a record-breaking 97 degrees.
Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

Phone switch on \WWednesday

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

OnWednesday, you candial 899
toreach city and county offices, but
onThursday itwill be890if all goes
asplanned.

Tuesday, Sherman County com-
missioners and Mary Messamore,
head of central dispatch and the
emergency management office, met
to review plans to switch the 911
phone system and the city and
county phonesfrom SBC (formerly
SouthwesternBell)totheS& T Tele-
phone system.

Messamorehadworriedtheweek
beforethat theremight beaproblem
switching the 911 system from one
company to theother and asked the
commissioners for permission to

have a technician from SBC on
scene when the switch was made.

Tuesday shetoldthecommission-
ersshehadworked with S& T Tele-
phone technicians on atest of one
line, whichwasswitchedtodemon-
strate how it would work. The test
wentwell, shetoldthecommission-
ers, and said she was satisfied that
thechangeover could bedonewith-
out the SBC technician.

Don Newell, Goodland office
manager for S& T, and Wayne
Grammonwereat themeetingalong
with Sherman County Sheriff Kevin
Buitts.

The commissioners asked if the
new system could beset uptoaccept
both the 899 and the 890 prefix for
aperiod of six months.

Newell said that could be done.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
asked if the sheriff and dispatch
could havethat optionfor oneyear.
Newell said that could bedone, too.

Newell saidthey plannedtobegin
the changeover on Monday, but on
Thursday heinformed the official s
and the newspaper that the
changeover had been delayed for
two days. Newell said the
changeover would start about 3 p.m.
and begin with the more remote
lines and finishing in the evening
with the main circuits for both the
city and county.

M essamore said she was a bit
worried there might be aglitchin

See PHONES, Page 8a

Truck accident spills, breaks glass across 1-70 ditch

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Shards of glassintertwined with
Kansas prairie grass and weedsin
the ditch off of 1-70 on Tuesday
whileatwisted semi-trailer truck lay
on the side of the road awaiting a
clean-up crew.

The accident closed down one of
the eastbound lanes near mile
marker 33 about 10 a.m. while po-
lice worked the scene and crews
tackled the sea of glass.

KennethBeck, 46, Alabama, told
KansasHighway Patrol Trooper Joe
Greene that the accident happened
after hetook hiseyesoff theroadfor
amoment.

When Beck looked back up,
Greenesaid, thewheel sof his2004
Freightliner truck had gone off the
right side of theroad.

HesaidwhenBeck pulledback on
thewheel to correct, thetruck’sload
shifted tipping the trailer onto it’s
side. Beck was pulling 47,000
poundsof rectangul ar-shaped glass.

“We don’t know what kind,”
Greene said, adding it looked like
the type of glass used for shower
doors.

Glass filled the ditch on I-70 Tuesday after a semi-trailer truck carrying 47,000 pounds of glass tipped over.
Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

He said when the trailer went, it
took thetruck, layingtheentireload
inthe south ditch.

“The whole truck was totaled,”
Greenesaid.

Eventhoughthetruck wasruined,
Beck escaped the accident unin-
jured.

The accident closed down one
lane of traffic while crews cleaned

up the bitsof glass.

Another lane was shut down for
10 to 15 minuteswhile crewsfrom
McB’s Motor Co. tipped the truck
back onto itswheels, Greene said.

A representativeof McB’ssaid @
crew spent two dayscleaning upthe
broken glass.



