All-day K

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Going from half-day to all-day
classes thisfall, kindergarten stu-
dents at West Elementary are get-
ting twice the education offered in
previousyears.

The Goodland School Board ap-
proved the switch to afull-day pro-
gramin July after determining they
had enough statemoney tosupportit.

Superintendent Marvin Selby
told board members the idea has
been on thetablefor years, but the
district couldn’t afford it until now.

The new program required the
districttohiretwoteachers. Rooms
inWest had to beupdated with new
carpet, chairs, whiteboards, tabl es,
teacher desksand computers.

Thefull-day program hasplaced
about 22 studentseachinfour class-
room. Beforethe program was ex-
tended, the school would have
needed only two teachers for two
shiftseach of kindergartners, morn-
ing and afternoon.

The school hired four aides to
help out the four kindergarten
teachers.

“Thank you to the board for the
aides,” said Shelly Angelos, West
principal, at a board meeting last
month. “ They arecritical tosmooth
transitions.”

The extra students means other
classes at West had to make sched-
ule adjustments for lunch and re-
cess.

Angelostold school board mem-
bers the program is going well so
far. Thepositiveresponseisechoed
by theteachers, who say everything
isrunning smoothly.

Angelossaidthelonger daysgive
teachers more time to cover more
information. That hel pspreparestu-
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Kindergarten teacher Denise White kneeled down to answer a question from student Felipe Olivas.
Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

dents for the following years of
school.

Shesaid theteachersare explor-
ing the new program and learning
asthey go. They get together for a
planning period once aweek and

havedaily planning periodsinpairs
so they can spend time every day
sharing ideas.

Thenew programisbeingbroken
in by new teachers. Of the four
teachersassigned to thekindergar-

ten classes at West this year, three
arenew tothedistrict.

Angelostoldtheboard everyone
at West isdoing agreat job and stu-
dents and parents seem to like the
new program.

Tinystudentsconfused by familiar face

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Whilesomeof JulieDautel’skin-
dergarten students still
havetroubleremembering
that sheis Mrs. Dautel not
Mrs. Julie, the Headstart
transferishappy tobeakin-
dergarten teacher.

Dautel worked at the
headstart program in
Goodland last year and
taught someof thestudents
she has in her classroom
this year. Headstarst children call
their teachers by their first name,
she said, and the switch hasbeen a
little confusing.

“What will you name be tomor-
row,” shesaid oneparticularly con-
fused student asked. “ It wascrazy.”

Other than the name mix-up,

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

“1lovethem, they’ regreat,” new
teacher StephanieGrippin
said of the23tiny totswho
fill her classroom each
day. .

Grippin is one of three
new teacher intheall-day
kindergarten program at
West Elementary this
year.

Originally from
Leavenworth, where she
graduated from high school, she
went onto Fort Hays State Univer-
sity, where she earned adegreein
elementary educationin 2002.

Last year, Grippin filled in for
Lynette McClain at West, teaching
her first grade class while she was
out on maternity leave.

Sheisno stranger to all-day kin-
dergarten, as she did an internship
inan all-day program.

“Ithink that all day isagoodthing
for the kids,” she said. “I think it
helps them better prepare for first
grade.”

These days her job startsat 7:30
a.m., whichgivesher 15minutesto

Dautel

Grippin

Dautel said switching from
Headstart to kindergarten wasn’t a
huge challenge. Both are full-day
programs now.

“It's alot the same,”
she said, adding that the
national guidelines
Headstart had to adhere
toaresimilar tothe state
standardsfor kindergar-
ten.

The small students
have short attention
spans, shesaid, sotransi-
tions from one activity to another
arekey.

Her favoritepart of thejobisher
students.

“| love coming in every morn-
ing,” shesaid.

Working with the kids, she said,
hastaught her how important those

prepare before students file in at
7.45.

They start by looking at thecal -
endar and saying the
pledge of allegiance.

Next, Grippinsaid, she
finds out who brought a
lunch and who needs to
eat at school.

Then she launches
straightintolearningwith
abook that introducesher
studentstotheletter of the
day.

The students learn how to write
theletter and what sound the letter
standsfor.

For math, Grippinsaid, shelikes
to incorporate items like blocks,
cubesor coinsinto thelesson.

The studentslearn better when
they can touch the lesson, she
said.

“We' ve started a new math pro-
gram,” shesaid, explaining that all
of the kindergarten teachers are
working with Everyday Math-
matics.

She said the program incorpo-
rates math into games so students
don’t even realize they are learn-

first few yearscan be.

Dautel has some help with her
classroom full of 23 5- and 6-year-
olds, anaidenamed Jennifer Reidell.

Dautel’s day startswhen she ar-
rivesat West at about 7 a.m. every
morning. She starts her day with a
45-minute planning period.

“1 planfor theweek,” shesaid.

Shelikesthe Animated Literacy
program and started the year by
teaching students the |etter A. She
workswith students to teach them
numbers and uses the Everyday
Mathematics program

Sheisoriginaly fromSt. Francis.
Shegraduated from school therein
1992 and went on to Pratt Commu-
nity College.

Dautel earned a degreein el-
ementary educationfrom Fort Hays
State University in 1997.

ing.

“They loveit,” shesaid.

Students at West didn’t score as
high on reading assessmentsasad-
ministratorshoped, sotheschool is
focusing onreading.

Grippin said her studentsarein-
volvedinananimated reading pro-
gram.

Thestudents, shesaid, aredoing
well in every subject.

“1 do see progress already,” she
said.

Working with young kids,
Grippin said, they need regular
breaksand different thingsto keep
them interested.

She said they have aregular rest
time, recess and try to move from
task to task pretty quickly.

The kindergartners, she said,

After school shetaught at Sacred
Heart School in Colby for oneyear.
She went from there to substitute
teachinSt. Francisandlater towork
for head start there.

Three years ago, she started
working for head startin Goodland
andappliedforapositioninkinder-
gartenassoonassheheard about the
opening.

Dautel haslivedin Goodlandfor
thepast four yearswith her husbhand
Justin, who works for Coca-Cola.
Thepair hastwochildrenDrew, 10,
and Dexter, 16 months.

Sofar, her time at West hasbeen
good and sheislooking forward to
agreat year.

“It's nice to be part of the sys-
tem,” shesaid. “ They’revery wel-
coming. Shelly (Angelos, West
principal) isjust amazing.”

leave the classroom for physical
education, music and library les-
son.

Grippin said taking care of 23
little ones is sometimes hard, but
each teacher hasanaid.

Her aide, Brandy Ray, isabig
help, shesaid.

“She’s really, really good,”
Grippinsaid.

Grippin has her routine worked
out, dropping her 8-month-old son
Milesoff at daycareintown so she
can spend time with him on the
commute to and from her homein
Bird City.

Her husband Morgan isaphysi-
cal educationteacher attheCheylin
Schools.

She said with his after-school
coaching— themiddleschool foot-
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New teacher
not-so-newtotown

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

One of the three new kindergar-
ten teachers at West El-
ementary isno newcomer
to Goodland or the school
district.

Denise White has lived
in town for 12 years and
has watched her children
go through Goodland
schools. Sheevenworked
for Headstart at Central

Whitesaid sofar school hasbeen
fairly uneventful exceptfor thefirst
few days, when she had all of the
studentsto herself.

Sincetheneachteacher
hasgottenanaideand she
sayshers, KatieBulinski,
hashelpedalot.

“1’ve never lost a stu-
dent,” she said, adding
that losing track of astu-
dent on the playgrounc
won't be hard.

Elementary for ayear and White She said keeping
ahalf. younger students inter-
She quit when she gave birthto ested inlessonsisachallenge, but

twinsBerkley and Brianna, now 10.
Shecontinuedto stay at homeuntil
their little sister Kelsey, now 7,
started preschool at WestwithNona
Mason.

Whitewent towork for headstart
throughtheNorthwest KansasEdu-
cationCenterinSt. Francisforthree
years.

When she heard Pat Stindt, a
former kindergarten teacher, was
moving, sheappliedand gotthejob.
Shewas hired before she knew the
programwasgoingtoextendtoall-
day kindergarten.

With22littlebodiesin her class-
room right now, White said, the at-
mosphereisn’tmuchdifferentfrom
Headstart. Even so, she said there
hasbeen adifferenceinthework.

“1t takes alot more prep time,”
she said, adding the older students
aremore advanced.

Amajority of her students, White
said, have all gone through
Headstart or another preschool
class.

Asfor curriculum, she said the
new math program, Everyday
Math, is fun for the kids and they
liketheAnimated Literacy reading
program, too.

The programs have guideposts
andunitreview sectionsthat teach-
erscanusetomakesurethestudents
understand the lesson, she said.
White has to make sure to teach
statestandardsfor eachlesson, too.

For fun, she said, lessons some-
times include cutting and pasting
projects.

corrections

alot of fun.

White thinks of her position as
being a guide, helping students
alongindifferent partsof their lives.

The hardest part of her job, she
said, iskeepingitemsorgani zed anc
moving from one thing to another
smoothly.

The Headstart program she
taught was only half-day, but she
thinks full-day kindergarten isthe
way to go.

“| think we can cover alot more
material,” shesaid of havingall day
kindergarten.

Thestudents, shesaid, havemore
academics and time to develog
moresocial skills.

“1"m looking forward to getting
thefirst 9 weeks done, thefirst se-
mester,” shesaid about tracking stu-
dent progress. “| have a vision of
wherel want to end up.”

Whiteisanativeof Osawatomie,
asmall town southwest of Kansas
City.

She went to college at Kansas
State University, where she startec
out in early childhood education
and switched to elementary educa-
tion before she graduated.

Living in Goodland for so long,
White knows many of her students
and their parents. Her husbanc
Brandon is a fifth-generation
farmer in Sherman County.

White said the other teachers
havewel comed thenewcomersand
offeredtosharematerialsor games.

“It’s been wonderful,” she said.
“It'sbeenreally, really amazing.”

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our office at (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. e believe that news

—ormer substitute settles in to teach kindergarten

ball team— and her commute, they
arrivehomeat the sametime every
night.

Shesaidsheissettlingintolifein
theschool district.

“I lovethedistrict,” shesaid, “I
lovethe school.”

She has only nice things to say
about the other teachersand Shelly
Angelos, West principal.

“Qur principal isawesome,” she
said.

shouldbefair andfactual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyoucallingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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The AARP Driver Safety Program and Mr. Good Rinse of

GOODLAND REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

AUXILIARY VOLUNTEERS Goodland are sponsoring the AARP Driver Safety Program Kansas native stone homethat s perfect for
your lifestyle. Imaginative floor plan with 4
mEET SA LE class , 10 be held at 2431 Wal nut, Goodland on September bedrooms, 4 baths, 6,000 sq. ft. Nemechek kitchen with oak flooring

27 and 28, 2005, 1to 5 p.m. AARP developed this 8-hour
classroom refresher to help drivers to improve their skills
and prevent crashes. It covers age-related physical changes

remodeled in 2003, bay windows, solarium with skylights, jacuzzi in master
bath, 2 fireplaces, large rooms, storage galore, sprinkler system, double garage,
2 acres for privacy-- in the country but close to town. Low utilities and taxes a
big plus. Don't hesitate to call today.

GIFT SHOP ITEMS, DECORATIONS & MORE
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO HOSPITAL

AUXIALIARY in perception and reaction time, rules of the road and local
driving problems. AARP volunteer instructor, Don Kiehl (B s C I R I E
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 will be presenting this course through a combination of O e ea- Sta-te %
NORTH PARKING LOT - COWBOY LOOP group discussion and videotape. For more information or 112 West 13th,Goodland, Kan. 67735 785-899-2683
§:00 AM TO 12:00 PM to register, please call either Marie Edwards, 785-899-3323 Charlene Cole, Broker ~ Diana Spinney, Salesperson

or Don Kiehl, 785-890-6638. www.goodlandksmlis.com




