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from our viewpoint...

Tax vote on hold:
process changes

Thewheelswereinmotionto havethecity votersstep forward
and movethejoint road programinto high gear.

Then an unexpected glitch forced an abrupt changein direc-
tion. When the bond attorney from Gilmore and Bell of Wichita
went to match the proposed $12 million road program to the ex-
pectedincomefromthel percent city sal estax, thenumbersdidn’t
match.

Infact, thenumberswere sofar off of what thecity and county
commissionershad beenusingtodiscusstheproject, itwouldhave
been next toimpossiblefor thewholelist of roadsto befixed us-
ing theincome from the city salestax. The estimate was that at
$500,000 ayear, it would take aminimum of 20 yearsto pay off
thebondstofix all theroadsonthelist, not 10 as planned.

WEell, somuchfor taking theeasy route. Passing acity sal estax
would have short cut the process and gotten the tax in place by
spring.

Without that option, thecity and county agreedtotakethemat-
ter to Topeka and request permission from the state L egislature
to haveacountywidevoteto establishal percent salestax. That
will pay tofix theroadsinabout 10 years— about what had origi-
nally been planned.

The city already has authority to raise a sales tax, but for a
countywidetax, wemust ask the 165 L egid ators, nearly 400 miles
away, to giveus permission to fix our roads. Whilethere may be
somedelaysin getting through the political process, wearesure
Rep. Jim Morrisonand Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer will dotheir bestto
husband theissue through the houses as quickly aspossible.

With luck, the Legidlature could approve the request early in
the session, which beginsin January. With an early approval, a
specia electioncouldbeheldinMay and if approved by theciti-
zensof Sherman County, thetax would gointo effectin October.
Without aquick approval it could beMay beforetheel ectioncould
be scheduled and thenit would probably beheldinAugust along
with the primary elections. An August election would mean the
tax would gointo effect in January 2007.

Becauseof thedelay, thecity and county will not beabletotake
advantage of theincreased salestax from the construction of the
Energy Center west of thecity, but that expansionwill bring new
jobsandtheincreasesfromthosejobsand other potential projects,
such asthe new diner and anew motel planned out by the free-
way, will help expand the salestax income.

Having to wait ayear to get the process moving will increase
the cost of the project, and the effects of Hurricanes Katrinaand
Ritawill put somestressesonthepriceof constructionmaterials.
However, now that the figures have been corrected, we can get
theball rolling down [-70to Topeka.

Voterswill havetowait six to ninemonthstodecideif theroads
getrepaired. Havingtowaitismiserable, and havingtogoto To-
pekato ask other peoplefor permission to fix our roadswith our
own money isaroadblock we could do without.

Attheend of thefirst road project, whichwill takeabout 10-12
years, the city and county will need to have money for mainte-
nance of the new roads. Therewill be other roads that need fix-
ing, anditislikely way to pay for themwill be asalestax.

If at al possible, when the L egislature gives Sherman County
permission for this one-percent salestax, it should bewritten to
give the county permanent authority for the salestax aslong as
eachtimeit isimposed, the citizensvoteto approvethe purpose
themoney will be used for. — Tom Betz
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WEe' ve been back in Kansasfor adozen years
and we decided it wastime for asmall celebra-
tion.

Actually, theanniversary wasjust anexcuseto
see another baseball game before the end of the
season, eventhough our Rockiesaren’tanywhere
near beinginthe playoffs.

Sincel hadtowork Saturday, wedecidedtogo
to aSunday game, leaving Saturday when | got
off work and spending the night in Denver.

| tried to get aroom at my favorite downtown
hotel but all the reasonably priced ones were
gone, and | wasn't about to pay morefor aroom
than | make in aweek, so | started checking
around. TheAdam’sMark, anice hotel on 16th
Street at the end of the mall, had agood deal, so
wedecided to stay there.

Assoon aswearrived, Stevelaid down. | had
takenanap onthefour-hour tripto Denver while
hedrove. Whilel hadworkedinanice, cool store,
he had mowed the lawn in 90-degree-plus
weather.

WEell, | wanted to go to the book store and he
wanted anap. No problem. | headed downstairs.

Asl started out thefront door, | camefacetoface
with our best friends, Merleand Mary Barnczyk
from Salida, Colo. Sincel didn’t know they were
comingtoDenver, let alonestaying at theAdam’s
Mark, | wasstunned, if not very surprised.

(I have always said, never have an affair. No

Katrina, Act

By Dick Morris

Politicians in Washington are often like
motorists who drive only by consulting their
rearview mirrors and never ook out of their
windshieldsto seewhat isgoing onright now.

Our national political/journalistic complex
is obsessed with blaming President Bush for
failing to respond quickly to the devastation
wrought by HurricaneKatrina. After weeksof
mediapounding and casudty figuresthat were,
apparently, wildly and widely exaggerated,
pollssuggest that the public hasno choice but
to agreewith thecritique.

The CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll of Sept. 8-
11 showsthat only 44 percent of Americansap-
proveof thejob Bushdidimmediately after the
storm. But sowhat? Thesamesurvey showsthat
58 percent approveof thework hehasdonesince
theninhelping New Orleansandthe Gulf Coast
to recover from the effects of the disaster.

Thelow jobapproval of Bush’seffortsinthe
week after thestormwill fadeinto history and
takeitsplacealongsidesimilar criticismof his
slownessto act after the planeshit on Sept. 11
or after thetsunami struck latelast year. What
countsfor the future isthat the ratings on his
recent performance are 20 points higher than
hisoverall job approval.

This positive affirmation of the president’s
rolein the past few weeksistheleading indi-
cator Washington should befollowing. While
all current pollsshow Bushfallingthreeor four
pointsin job approval to the lowest of hisad-
ministration, these surveysreflect neither the
increasingly positive view of the president’s
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® Open season
matter where you go, you'll run into someone
you know.)

Merle and Mary were in Denver with their
grandchildrenbecausethey hadwonaone-night
stay at the hotel and dinner for two. They all
plannedtogototheamusement park on Sunday.

MerleandMary area sointhenewspaper busi-
ness, andthetwo menawaysget lostincomput-
ers, pressesand problemswiththepapers. Mary
and | talk about our children, her grandchildren,
what’shappening and wherewe are going next.

WEe' vebeenfriendsfor morethan 20years, and
even though we sometimesdon’t see each other
for months at a time, we always seem to stay
close.

Later, as Merle and Mary and their crew
headed for the hotel dining room, Steve and |
started walking down 16th Street tofind aquiet
littlerestaurant for aromantic dinner.

Ha fway downthemall, weranintosomemore
friendsfrom Colorado. Boy,am| glad| waswith
my husband.

years back
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Shane and Susan Birdsey have a sporting
goodsstorein Creede, thelittletowninthemoun-
tainswherewesettled 25yearsagotorunour own
newspaper and raiseafamily.

Back then, Shane was in high school and &
source of gray hair for both his parents and the
sheriff. Today he's a prosperous businessman
with awife and two children and works as &
deputy for the same sheriff to whom he gaveall
thosegray hairs.

The Birdseys were in town for afly fishing
equipment retail ersconference, andthekidswere
homewith grandma. They promised to say hi tc
all our friendsback in the high country.

We found agood restaurant, but it wasn’t toc
quiet. Whilethe food waswonderful and the at-
mosphere inside great, there was the annual
Octoberfest going on in Larimer Square right
outside.

| know, it’snot Octaber. L arimer Squareholds
Octoberfest in September because you never
know what theOctober weather will belikeinthe
Mile-High City.

We had breakfast with Merle and Mary anc
their kids, went to churchand watched the Rock-
iesbeat theArizonaDiamondbacks 7-2 without
running into anyone el sewe knew, even though
we stopped at thefilling station at Byers, Colo.,
where you can meet someone from northwest
Kansas almost any day of theweek.

|l — starring George Bush
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® commentary

disaster-relief efforts nor the bounce that he
awaysgetswhenwearereminded of the hor-
rendous attacks of Sept. 11 on its grim anni-
versary.

Democrats, suchasSen. Hillary Clinton (D-
N.Y.), who are assuming a harsh critical role
in attacking the administration are making a
hugemistake. They arepresenting animageof
partisanship and rancor at atimewhenthena-
tion wantsitspolitical leadersto spread heal-
ing balmandwork together onreconstruction.

The stories of the rapidity with which the
Federal Emergency Management Agency is
bringing in mobile homes and building tem-
porary housing, the bonding that seemsto be
happening between refugees and their new
communities, therecord outpouring of chari-
tablegiving— greater eventhan after Sept. 11
orthetsunami — all attest tothenational mood.
If thereisonetimevoterswill beimpatientwith
criticsandthosewhothey feel areraking over
the past to score political points, itisnow.

Thatisnot tosay that voterswill not demand
afair, impartial and thorough review of what
went wrong in the relief efforts and of why
hospital patients died awaiting evacuation.
Theywill beparticularly interestedinwhy fed-
eral money that should have goneto strength-

ening the levees went to other pork-barrel
projectsthat L ouisiana senators wanted to be
funded instead. The Sept. 11 commission
model should befollowedto becertain weget
thewholepicture.

But now Americanswant ustofacetheneed
not just to recover from the storm but to deal
with the underlying poverty it exposed. Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice put it best
when she said that the storm-devastated areas
should not berebuilt theway they werewhen
thestormhit. Rather, shesaidthat “ maybenow
on the heels of New Orleans” we could “dedl
withthe problem of persistent poverty.”

Michael Harrington, inhisbook “ TheOther
America,” awakened our national conscious-
nesstothe“invisiblepoor” wholiveinour cit-
ies. Katrinahasblown away the veil that kept
them from sight and put their plight on all of
our television screens. So now wehavean op-
portunity and an obligationto remedy it.

Inthistask of relief, recovery andreconstruc-
tion, Bush has ajob that will occupy most of
hissecond term and will lend it athemeand
grandeur that Sept. 11 impartedtohisfirstfour
yearsin office.

Bushisaconservativewho doesn’t believe
government shoulddoalot. But twothingshe
does think it should do are protect us against
foreign foes and shelter us from the forces of
nature. And now he hasboth on hisplate.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. Look for Dick's new book “ Be-
causeHeCould” about Bill Clinton. Email for
Dick Morrisisdmredding@aol.com

garfield

YOU SHOULPN'T JUST
LIE THERE, GARFIELDP

7

I
&) Guio
IS O

www.garfield.com

oM DAVES 9-27

ajeaipuis ssaid 1BSISAIUN AG PBINQLISIA

2005 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.




