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TUESDAY EVENING SEP. 27, 2005

Cold Case Files Bounty
Hunter

Bounty
Hunter

Airline Airline Crossing Jordan “Mur-
der in the Rue Morgue”

Cold Case Files

According to Jim
Cheryl’s secret tape. (N)

Commander In Chief
“Pilot”

Boston Legal “The Black
Widow”

News (:35) Night-
line

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live (N)

Wild Down Under
“Desert Heart” (N)

Awesome Pawsome Profiles of Nature “Mar-
supial Mayhem”

Wild Down Under
“Desert Heart”

Awesome Pawsome

((( “Backdraft” (1991, Drama) Kurt Russell, William Baldwin. Chicago fire-
fighters work overtime to stop a mad arsonist. ‘R’ %

((( “Backdraft” (1991, Drama) Kurt Russell,
William Baldwin. ‘R’ %

NCIS “Kill Ari” (N) The Amazing Race: Family Edition Ten family
teams race around the world for a $1 million prize.

News (:35) Late Show With
David Letterman

Late Late
Show

It Takes a Thief “Unlock-
ing the Past” (N)

Sniper School The FBI Files The FBI
tracks a bank robber.

Firehouse USA: Boston
(N)

Dirty Jobs The profes-
sion of hot tar roofing.

Kim Possi-
ble

The Proud
Family

Sister, Sis-
ter

Phil of the
Future

That’s So
Raven

That’s So
Raven

((* “Cadet Kelly” (2002, Comedy-Drama) Hilary
Duff, Christy Carlson Romano. %

Richie H’wood Story Filthy Rich: Cattle Drive Girls Girls Howard S. Howard S. CHiPs: Hollywood Story
Series of Poker Series of Poker Bound for Glory (N) SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live
NFL’s Greatest Game College Football Toledo at Fresno State. Hollywood Bound
(* “Two Can Play That Game” (2001) Whose? Whose? The 700 Club Beautiful People
(( “To Be or Not to Be” (1983) Mel Brooks. (((* “Die Hard” (1988) Bruce Willis, Bonnie Bedelia. The Super
Emeril Live Sausage. Good Eats Recipe for

Success
$40-a-Day
“Aspen”

$40-a-Day Iron Chef “Battle Oyster”
Oyster battle.

Emeril Live “Egg-Cellent
Eggs”

Bones “A Boy in a Tree”
(N)

House Cuddy’s handy-
man falls. (N)

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith

Blind Date
(N)

Blind Date Maury

Fear Factor King of Hill King of Hill ’70s Show ’70s Show ( “The Hot Chick” (2002) Rob Schneider.
(5:30) MLB Baseball Colorado Rockies at Atlanta Braves. Rocky Mt. All-Access Football Sports List Best-Sports
Walker, Texas Ranger ((* “Matlock: The Outcast” (1992, Mystery) M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H
“Star Trek VI: The Undis-
covered Country” $

(:15) ((* “Starsky & Hutch” (2004) Ben Stiller.
Two detectives investigate a cocaine dealer.

The Sopranos Rumors
about Adriana surface.

Rome Caesar weighs
Pompey’s counteroffer.

Oldham Design Decorating Mission What Get Designers’ Design Small Oldham Design
Wild West Tech “The
Unexplained” (N)

Shootout! “Swat Team
Shootouts” (N)

Man Moment Machine
(N)

Modern Marvels “Edison
Tech”

Wild West Tech “The
Unexplained”

Friends Friends Sex and
the City

Sex and
the City

(:10) Sein-
feld

(:40) Sein-
feld

Everybody-
Raymond

(:40) (* “The Waterboy” (1998,
Comedy) Adam Sandler, Kathy Bates.

(5:00) “Getting Gotti” “Island Prey” (2001) Olivia Hussey, Don Murray. Will-Grace Will-Grace The Golden Girls
TRL (iTV) Sweet 16 Sweet 16 Direct Effect Real World Real World Real World Real World
News Ent. To-

night
The Biggest Loser (N) My Name Is

Earl (N)
The Office
(N)

Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit “Design”

News Tonight
Show

The Biggest Loser (N) My Name Is
Earl (N)

The Office
(N)

Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit “Design”

News (:35) The Tonight Show
With Jay Leno (N)

Late Night

SpongeBob School Fresh Pr. Hi-Jinks Fresh Pr. Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Fresh Pr. Hi-Jinks
Nova “Ice Mummies”
“Frozen in Heaven”

American Masters Archive footage of Bob Dylan’s
childhood and life on the road. (N)

BBC World
News

That’s My
Boy

Charlie Rose (N)

(5:59) Firefly Firefly “Ariel” Serenity (* “Red Planet” (2000) Val Kilmer, Carrie-Anne Moss.
Maximum Exposure Wildest Police Videos CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn “The Godfather Saga”
While You Were Out Martha Rides Overhaulin’ Overhaulin’ “Snaked” (N)

Law & Order “Shrunk” Law & Order “Smoke” Las Vegas Cold Case The X-Files “Elegy”
Taste Taste Made Made World’s Mightiest Bank Taste Taste Made Made
Little House Griffith Sanford GoodTime All-Family 3’s Co. TV Land Cheers Sanford
Contra Viento y Marea La Esposa Virgen Casos de la Vida Real Impacto Noticiero La Hora Derbez
Law Order: CI (* “Aftershock: Earthquake in New York” (1999) Tom Skerritt, Charles S. Dutton. Law SVU
Friends Everybody-

Raymond
Gilmore Girls “The Un-
Graduate” (N)

Supernatural “Dead in
the Water” (N)

News Sex and
the City

Will &
Grace

Da Vinci’s Inquest Da Vinci’s Inquest WGN News at Nine Sex & City Becker Da Vinci’s Inquest
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WEDNESDAY EVENING SEP. 28, 2005

Bounty
Hunter

Bounty
Hunter

Inked (N) Inked “The
Big E-vent”

Criss Angel
Mindfreak

Criss Angel
Mindfreak

Crossing Jordan “Family
Affair”

Bounty
Hunter

Bounty
Hunter

George Lopez (Season
Premiere) (N)

Lost “Adrift” A new pred-
ator in the ocean. (N)

Invasion “Lights Out” (N) News (:35) Night-
line

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live (N)

Wild Down Under The
gum tree woodlands. (N)

Corwin’s Quest “The
Camel’s Hump”

Animal Precinct Ne-
glected pit bull.

Wild Down Under The
gum tree woodlands.

Corwin’s Quest “The
Camel’s Hump”

(((* “Good Will Hunting” (1997) Matt Damon. A young
Boston man must deal with his genius and emotions. ‘R’ %

(:45) (((* “Good Will Hunting” (1997) Matt Damon. A young
Boston man must deal with his genius and emotions. ‘R’

Still Stand-
ing (N)

Yes, Dear
(N)

Criminal Minds “Com-
pulsion” (N)

CSI: NY “Summer in the
City”

News (:35) Late Show With
David Letterman

Late Late
Show

It Takes a Thief Home
improvements.

Miracle Hunters One Step
Beyond

One Step
Beyond

Mega Machines “Task
Masters”

MythBusters “Son of a
Gun”

Kim Possi-
ble

The Proud
Family

Sister, Sis-
ter

Phil of the
Future

That’s So
Raven

That’s So
Raven

“Kim Possible: So the Drama” (2005)
Voices of Christy Carlson Romano.

Buzz on
Maggie

Desperate Housewives: True Hollywood Story Taradise E! News Howard S. Howard S. Girls Girls
(5:00) MLB Baseball Teams to Be Announced. MLB Baseball Teams to Be Announced. (Subject to Blackout)
(5:00) College Football Cincinnati at Miami-Ohio. MLB Baseball Teams to Be Announced. (Subject to Blackout)
(( “View From the Top” (2003, Comedy) Kicked Out Whose? The 700 Club Kicked Out Videos
(( “Six Pack” (1982, Comedy) Kenny Rogers. ((( “9 to 5” (1980) Jane Fonda, Dolly Parton. “Breaking Away” (1979)
Emeril Live Old-fash-
ioned desserts. (N)

The Secret
Life Of...

BBQ With
Bobby Flay

Good Eats
“Beet It”

Good Eats Iron Chef “Dry Abalone
Battle” Abalone battle.

Emeril Live “America’s
Dairy Farmers”

So You Think You Can
Dance (N)

Head Cases “Malpractice
Makes Perfect” (N)

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith

Blind Date
(N)

Blind Date Maury

Hot Chick King of Hill King of Hill ’70s Show ’70s Show ((* “Dark Blue” (2002) Kurt Russell, Brendan Gleeson.
MLB Baseball: Rockies at Braves Rocky Mt. Best Damn Sports Show Big 12 Playbook Best-Sports
Walker, Texas Ranger “Hard Ground” (2003) Burt Reynolds, Bruce Dern. M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H
“Breakin’-
Rules”

(((* “Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World”
(2003, Adventure) Russell Crowe. $ ‘PG-13’ %

Curb Your
Enthusiasm

One Night
Stand

Real Sports (N)

Oldham Want That Buy Me (N) In Attic Designed What Get Design House Oldham Want That
Modern Marvels Press;
chain-saw; telescope.

Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Large
machines.

Automaniac Super-
charged muscle cars.

Modern Marvels Press;
chain-saw; telescope.

Everybody-
Raymond

Everybody-
Raymond

Everybody-
Raymond

Everybody-
Raymond

Sex and
the City

Sex and
the City

(:10) ((( “Twister” (1996, Drama) Helen Hunt,
Bill Paxton.

“Seduced-Betryd” “Deception” (2003) Steve Bacic, Anna Silk. Will-Grace Will-Grace Golden Golden
TRL (iTV) Reality Reality Direct Effect Into Blue Sweet 16 Sweet 16 Sweet 16
News Ent. To-

night
The Apprentice: Martha
Stewart (N)

E-Ring “Snatch & Grab”
(N)

Law & Order “Flaw” (N) News Tonight
Show

The Apprentice: Martha
Stewart (N)

E-Ring “Snatch & Grab”
(N)

Law & Order “Flaw” (N) News (:35) The Tonight Show
With Jay Leno (N)

Late Night

SpongeBob Unfabulous Full House Fresh Pr. Fresh Pr. Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Fresh Pr. Fresh Pr.
Best of the Beatles (N) Get Up, Stand Up: The Story of Pop and Protest

The history of protest music and trends. (N)
BBC World
News

As Time
Goes By

Charlie Rose (N)

Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters (N) Tripping Tripping Ripley-Believe Ghost Hunters
Maximum Exposure Wildest Police Videos CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn “The Godfather Saga”
While You Were Out Martha Conan O’Brien;

Mario Batali.
David Blaine’s Vertigo David Blaine: Magic

Man
Miami Ink Ami exacer-
bates an old back injury.

((( “Tombstone” (1993, Western) Kurt Russell, Val Kilmer. ((( “Tombstone” (1993, Western) Kurt Russell, Val Kilmer.
American Casino World Poker Tour American Casino World Poker Tour
Little House Griffith Sanford TV Land All-Family 3’s Co. Night Court Cheers Sanford
Contra Viento y Marea La Esposa Virgen Don Francisco Presenta Impacto Noticiero La Hora Derbez
Law Order: CI Law & Order: SVU Made in the USA (N) Law Order: CI Three Wishes
Friends Everybody-

Raymond
One Tree Hill Lucas and Brooke head to New York
for an overnight stay with Haley.

News Sex and
the City

Will &
Grace

Race Car Race Car HomeTeam WGN News at Nine Sex & City Becker Da Vinci’s Inquest
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THURSDAY EVENING SEP. 29, 2005

Cold Case Files “Innocent Prey; The Punishment &
Smoky Mountain Mystery; A Drop of B...” (N)

The First 48 Crossing Jordan “You
Really Got Me”

Cold Case Files

Alias Vaughn may be a
double agent.

Night Stalker “Pilot” (Se-
ries Premiere) (N)

Primetime News (:35) Night-
line

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live

Wild Down Under “Is-
land Arks” (N)

Hunt for the Lost Ser-
pent

Animal Precinct “Hard
Lessons”

Wild Down Under “Is-
land Arks”

Hunt for the Lost Ser-
pent

((* “Waterworld” (1995, Science Fiction) Kevin Costner, Dennis Hopper. A
lone seafarer must protect a child from vicious pirates. ‘PG-13’ %

My Name Is
Earl

The Office ((* “Waterworld”
(1995) Kevin Costner.

Survivor: Guatemala --
The Maya Empire (N)

CSI: Crime Scene Inves-
tigation “Room Service”

Without a Trace “Show-
down”

News (:35) Late Show With
David Letterman

Late Late
Show

It Takes a Thief “Bache-
lor Break-In”

Deadliest Job in the
World

Dangerous Sea: The
Alaskan Fishing Story

Firehouse USA: Boston Going Tribal The Kombai
tribe of Indonesia.

Kim Possi-
ble

The Proud
Family

Sister, Sis-
ter

Phil of the
Future

That’s So
Raven

That’s So
Raven

(( “The Cheetah Girls” (2003, Comedy-Drama)
Raven, Lynn Whitfield. %

50 Most Outrageous TV Moments Filthy Rich: Cattle Drive Howard S. Howard S. Cheech & Chong: THS
(5:30) College Football Air Force at Colorado State. SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live
Streetball Streetball Streetball Streetball Baseball Tonight Baseball Kickoff (N) Hollywood Season
(( “The Night of the Twisters” (1996, Drama) Whose? Whose? The 700 Club Videos Videos
“Adventure-Sherlock Holmes-Brother” ((* “Kiss Me Goodbye” (1982) Sally Field. “The Last Hard Men”
Emeril Live “Bam vs.
Spam” Sam Choy.

Spam Cook-Off Iron Chef America Cat
Cora vs. Kerry Simon.

Iron Chef Curry powder
battle.

Emeril Live “Bam vs.
Spam” Sam Choy.

The O.C. “The Last
Waltz” (N)

Reunion “1988” (N) The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith

Blind Date
(N)

Blind Date Maury

(4:30) “Dark Blue” King of Hill King of Hill ’70s Show ’70s Show Cops Cops Cops Cops
MLB Baseball: Rockies at Mets Rocky Mt. Best Damn Sports Show Insider Stampede Best-Sports
Walker, Texas Ranger “The Trail to Hope Rose” (2004) Marina Black M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H
(5:45) ((( “Noises Off” (1992)
Carol Burnett. $ ‘PG-13’ %

(( “The Medallion” (2003, Action)
Jackie Chan. $ ‘PG-13’ %

Inside the NFL ((( “The Rundown”
(2003) The Rock. %

Oldham reDesign Design Designers’ House House Design Painted Oldham reDesign
Modern Marvels What happens when engineers get
their calculations wrong.

Modern Marvels “Dan-
gerous Cargo”

Modern Marvels “More
Dangerous Cargo”

Modern Marvels “Engi-
neering Disasters”

Friends Friends Friends Friends ((( “Starship Troopers” (1997, Science Fiction)
Casper Van Dien, Dina Meyer.

(:10) ( “Anaconda”
(1997) Jennifer Lopez.

“Out of Darkness” “Total Stranger” (1998) Lindsay Crouse. Will-Grace Will-Grace Golden Golden
TRL (iTV) Wild & Out Wild & Out Wild & Out Wild & Out King Room Rdr Room Rdr Real World
News Ent. To-

night
Joey (N) Will &

Grace
The Apprentice (N) (8:59) ER “Nobody’s

Baby” (N)
News Tonight

Show
Joey (N) Will &

Grace
The Apprentice (N) (7:59) ER “Nobody’s

Baby” (N)
News (:35) The Tonight Show

With Jay Leno (N)
Late Night

SpongeBob Romeo! Full House Fresh Pr. Fresh Pr. Cosby Roseanne Roseanne Fresh Pr. Fresh Pr.
NOW “Katrina: The Re-
sponse”

The Sixties: The Years That Shaped a Generation
The critical events that shaped the 1960s. (N)

BBC World
News

Keeping Up Charlie Rose (N)

(5:00) (( “Epicenter” “Path of Destruction” (2005) Danica McKellar. Surface The Outer Limits
Maximum Exposure Wildest Police Videos CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn “The Godfather Saga”
While You Were Out Martha “The Apprentice:

Martha Stewart.”
Repo Men: Stealing for
a Living

Repo Men: Stealing for
a Living “Sin City”

Officer Down

(( “U.S. Marshals” (1998, Suspense) Tommy Lee Jones. (( “U.S. Marshals” (1998, Suspense) Tommy Lee Jones.
Natural Hawaii Top Ten Hawaiian Hawaii FAQ Natural Hawaii Top Ten Hawaiian
Little House Griffith Sanford GoodTime All-Family 3’s Co. Night Court Cheers Sanford
Contra Viento y Marea La Esposa Virgen Noticias Impacto Noticiero La Hora Derbez
Law Order: CI ((( “Training Day” (2001, Drama) Denzel Washington. Law & Order: SVU BlownAwy
Friends Everybody-

Raymond
Smallville “Arrival” (Sea-
son Premiere) (N)

Everwood “A Kiss To
Build A Dream On”

News Sex and
the City

Will &
Grace

((* “Promised Land” (1987) Jason Gedrick. WGN News at Nine Sex & City Becker Da Vinci’s Inquest
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FRIDAY EVENING SEP. 30, 2005

Biography “Richard Pry-
or”

Biography: Jeff Foxwor-
thy: You Might

Biography “Charles Ng
and Leonard Lake”

American Justice “A
Soldier’s Secret”

Biography “Richard Pry-
or”

Supernanny “McMillion
Family” (N)

Hope & Faith (Season
Premiere) (N)

20/20 News (:35) Night-
line

(:06) Jimmy Kimmel
Live (N)

Wild Down Under “New
Worlds” (N)

A Joey Called Jack Animal Precinct “Ne-
glected Beauty”

Wild Down Under “New
Worlds”

A Joey Called Jack

(((* “Casino” (1995, Drama) Robert De Niro, Sharon Stone. A mob employee makes a play for pow-
er in 1970s Las Vegas. ‘R’ %

(((* “Casino” (1995)
Robert De Niro.

Ghost Whisperer “The
Crossing” (N)

Threshold “The Burning”
(N)

NUMB3RS “Bettor or
Worse” (N)

News (:35) Late Show With
David Letterman

Late Late
Show

It Takes a Thief Two-time
burglary victims.

Anatomy of a Bear Bite To Be Announced The FBI Files A diner
owner is attacked.

Case Reopened: Aveng-
ing the Victims

Kim Possi-
ble

The Proud
Family

Sister, Sis-
ter

Phil of the
Future (N)

Zack &
Cody

That’s So
Raven

((( “Holes” (2003, Adventure) Sigourney
Weaver, Jon Voight. ‘PG’

Filthy Rich: Cattle Drive Girls Girls The Soup Taradise Desperate Housewives: True Hollywood Story
(5:00) MLB Baseball Teams to Be Announced. Baseball Tonight SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live
College Football Pittsburgh at Rutgers. Series of Poker Hollywood NFL
(((* “Superman II” (1980, Fantasy) Christopher Reeve, Margot Kidder. The 700 Club Videos Videos
(((* “The King and I” (1956) Yul Brynner, Deborah Kerr. ((* “The Pick-Up Artist” (1987) (( “The Vanishing”
Emeril Live Recipes for
a romantic dinner.

$40-a-Day
“Paris”

Tasty Trav-
els

Roker on
the Road

BBQ With
Bobby Flay

Iron Chef Iron Chef Chen
is challenged.

Emeril Live Smoked
salmon tartare on toast.

The Bernie
Mac Show

Malcolm in
the Middle

Killer Instinct “Five Easy
Pieces” (N)

The Fox Report With
Shepard Smith

Blind Date
(N)

Blind Date Maury

Fear Factor King of Hill King of Hill ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show
MLB Baseball: Rockies at Mets Rocky Mt. Boxing Best Damn Fight Night Period. Broncos
Walker, Texas Ranger “The Last Cowboy” (2003, Drama) Jennie Garth. M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H
(:15) ((* “Cheaper by the Dozen” (2003, Come-
dy) Steve Martin, Bonnie Hunt. $ ‘PG’ %

Inside the NFL ((* “S.W.A.T.” (2003) Samuel L. Jackson. A Los
Angeles SWAT team must protect a criminal.

Oldham Design Designed Mission Design House Debbie Travis’ Facelift Oldham Design
Modern Marvels “Torture
Devices”

Caligula: Reign of Mad-
ness

Mail Call
(N)

Mail Call Ancient Discoveries
“Heron of Alexandria”

Modern Marvels “Torture
Devices”

((( “Gladiator” (2000, Action) Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix. A fugitive
general becomes a gladiator in ancient Rome.

(:10) ((( “The Mask of Zorro” (1998, Adven-
ture) Antonio Banderas, Anthony Hopkins.

“No One-Protect” “Mother Knows Best” (1997) Joanna Kerns. Will-Grace Will-Grace “Stranger in My Bed”
Real World Real World Real World Real World MTV Unplugged Reality Reality Sweet 16 Sweet 16
News Ent. To-

night
Dateline NBC Three Wishes “Clovis,

New Mexico” (N)
Inconceivable “Secrets
and Thighs” (N)

News Tonight
Show

Dateline NBC Three Wishes “Clovis,
New Mexico” (N)

Inconceivable “Secrets
and Thighs” (N)

News (:35) The Tonight Show
With Jay Leno (N)

Late Night

Avatar Phantom Jimmy Neutron: Gen. Full House Fresh Pr. Fresh Pr. Cosby Roseanne Roseanne
Washington
Week (N)

Kansas
Week

Market to
Market

Declining by Degrees: Higher Education at Risk
Challenges facing higher education.

Scoreboard
Show

Red Green Tavis Smi-
ley

Stargate SG-1 “Avalon” Stargate Atlantis Battlestar Galactica Stargate SG-1 “Avalon” Stargate Atlantis
Maximum Exposure Wildest Police Videos CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn “The Godfather Saga”
While You Were Out Martha Whoopi Gold-

berg.
What Not to Wear That Yin Yang Thing

Cheerleading squad. (N)
What Not to Wear:
Wannabe

((( “Rush Hour” (1998, Action) Jackie Chan. ((* “The Whole Nine Yards” (2000, Comedy) ((( “Analyze This”
Most Haunted Journeys Most Haunted Most Haunted Most Haunted Journeys Most Haunted
Little House Griffith Sanford GoodTime All-Family 3’s Co. Night Court Cheers Sanford
Contra Viento y Marea La Esposa Virgen Asi Es Par Ases Impacto Noticiero ((* “El Portero”
Law Order: CI Law & Order: SVU Monk Law & Order: SVU Monk
Friends Everybody-

Raymond
What I Like
About You

Twins (N) Reba “As
Is” (N)

Living With
Fran (N)

News Sex and
the City

Will &
Grace

((* “Dead Heat” (2002) Kiefer Sutherland. WGN News at Nine Sex & City Becker Da Vinci’s Inquest

Mom should
respond to
plea for help

DEAR ABBY: I disagree with the
advice you gave to the girl who
signed herself “Latchkey Kid in
Seattle.” While I agree that the last
resort might be to find another adult
the girl can stay with while her mom
“entertains” her boyfriend/boss, her
first step should be to try to solve the
problem at home. A woman who
devotes so much attention to her
married boss at the expense of her

own daughter is losing a lot of her-
self and destroying any future rela-
tionship with the girl.

I say the girl should talk with her
mother about her feelings first, and
how they can best balance the needs
of both of them. Single parents can
be blind to how their actions affect
their loved ones when they become
focused on their own needs. Mom
should be told by her daughter how
much she is needed and how impor-
tant it is for her to know that her

mom will be there for her. Compan-
ionship isn’t the only issue here.
The daughter needs her as a role
model, parent and friend.

If Mom refuses to give her daugh-
ter the time and attention she so
greatly deserves, then I say the
daughter should seek help else-
where. — MICHAEL M., TAMPA,
FLA.

DEAR MICHAEL M.: The
mother KNOWS what she’s doing.
The writer indicated that it happens
regularly. That’s why I told her to
talk to her father or another adult
relative, or parent of a friend, about
spending time in another household
while “Mom is out on her dates.”
However, from the responses I re-
ceived about that letter, some read-

ers feel I wasn’t hard enough on the
mother. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: I am an art psy-
chotherapist. Abandonment is the
worst kind of mental and physical
abuse. That mother should be re-
ported as a child abuser. Instead of
directing the child to family or
friends’ parents to watch over her,
you should have told her to go to the
father, school counselor or another
trusted adult for help in getting out
of this dangerous situation PER-
MANENTLY. I have seen the result
of such neglect and abuse. It’s hor-
rible. Please advise other readers in
similar situations that they don’t
have to be abused in this way. It
could save a life. — SANDY IN
SUNNYVALE, CALIF.

DEAR ABBY: I am a Depart-
ment of Social Health Services
worker in Washington state. It is
against state law here to leave a
child under the age of 12 alone with-
out an appropriate caregiver. That
child needs to talk to another adult
or family member immediately, as
you suggested. But not for a refuge
while her mother is “otherwise oc-
cupied.” She needs a safe, sane and
loving home in which to live. If
there is no family member she can
talk to, she should talk to someone
at her school. The schools are re-
quired to report instances of sus-
pected child abuse/neglect to Child
Protective Services for investiga-
tion. — CONCERNED IN
VANCOUVER, WASH.

DEAR ABBY: I thought that as a
parent you were supposed to put
your child first. “Latchkey Kid’s”
mother is irresponsible, and her be-
havior shows concern for her needs
only and none for her daughter.
Maybe if Child Protective Services
gets involved, the mother will get a
wake-up call and go back to being
the parent the girl deserves. — DIS-
GUSTED IN TEXAS

DEAR ABBY: You missed the
boat here. You should have advised
“Latchkey Kid” to go over and hang
out with Mom’s boss’s wife. She is
obviously alone as often as “Latch-
key” is — and she might appreciate
the company! — SHANNON IN
PORT CHARLOTTE, FLA.
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