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from our viewpoint...

Flatlanders delivers
fantistic family fun

TheFlatlander Fall Festival committeeand thegroupsthat par-
ticipated can be proud of their first effort, which brought alot of
peopleto Goodland for the weekend.

Last year, there wastalk about establishing aFlatlander com-
mittee with representatives from all the participating groups to
guidethefestival. Early intheprocessof organizing thecommit-
tee, therewassomefrustration, and somejockeyingtodetermine
the structure of the overall group.

Asthedatedrew near, the committee membersbegan tofocus
on the importance of bringing off a successful festival, and the
plansbegan to move ahead.

Not having any money to handlethe startup, the new commit-
tee sought help from civic organizations aswell asthe Sherman
County Economic Development Council and the City Commis-
sion. Without being asked, the Sherman County commissioners
put forth $1,000to help fund thefestival, and the committeewas
well ontheway. Thedevel opment council added $500tothepot,
and whenthegroup asked thecity commission, thecity kickedin
thefinal $1,300. That covered theabudget of $2,800

WalkingMainfrom Eighthto 17th, therewereafew open spots,
but along theninebl ocksthereweregames, food vendorsandlots
of placesto buy souvenirsand antiques.

Themotorcycleshow continuesto grow, with 195 bikesregis-
tered and more than 40 that showed up, but had not registered.
Themotorcyclegames—held ontheBankwest parkinglot—drew
agood crowd, and thisyear they added a“roll the barrel” game
for two-wheelersand three-wheel ers.

The evening parade of the motorcyclesisahighlight, and this
year 141 bikersrodefrom Eight to 17th and then back northinan
impressive show which delighted agood crowd lining Main.

Departments of the Northwest Kansas Technical College
planned eventsfor kidsof all ages. Thepillow joust wasacrowd
pleaser, asweretheface painting and thetraditional ropeladder.
Kidsandadultstook turnspounding onacar withsledgehammers
and were happy when they could chip a piece of the bumper off
or make alargedent.

Thecar show broughtinabout 175 classicvehicles. Therewere
somethat havebeen comingtotheshow for years, andtherewere
somenew arrivalsfrom Centennial, Colo., that usually wenttoa
different show andfelt it wastimeto try out the Flatlander Festi-
val they had heard so much about,

Two nights of excellent racing at the Sherman County Speed-
way did much to add fun and thrillsto theweekend.

Civic organizations including the Knights of Columbus, Ro-
tary and KiwanisClub hel ped with variouspartsof theevent, and
provided peopleto help man boothsand work the car show.

Despitetheshaky start for the Flatlander committee, the proof
of their success demonstrates what can be accomplished when
peoplecometogether and focuson agoal.

Wearelookingforwardtoabigger and better festival next year,
and know that the organization isin place to keep the festival
moving ahead and getting better every year. — Tom Betz
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Listening to t

Itwasoneof thosenightswhenwegot to Sappa
Park on Sunday.

Thesun had just set, after popping out briefly
at theend of what had beenagray and cloudy day.

Thefogwassowet, you hadto usewindshield
wipers earlier in the day. By the time the grass
driedout, themower wouldn’t start, andtherewas
noway | could cut thegrass.

That wouldn’t be so bad, but I’ vegot no other
day off to cut thegrass, and it could be abear by
thetimel get back toit.

Cynthiawas out front pulling bermuda grass
out of theflowers. Or trying to, anyway.

It didn’t take much to talk her into an early
walk.

Sotherewewere, aoneinthepark with about
7 million mosquitoes and just one bottle of Off.

| looked up; therewasaswarmover our heads.
| soonrealized, though, that they weren'tfollow-
ing us. Thewhole sky abovethe park wasfull of
mosguitoes.

Aswewalked, though, we seemed to get out
fromunder thecloud. Thewestern sky wasbeau-
tiful, in shades of blue, purple, red, orange and
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® along the sappa

yellow.Aswewal ked ondown, wecouldseemist
rising off the old lake bottom.

Thenangreat horned owl hootedand | looked
up. Hewashighinaold, dead cottonwood west
of theyouth ranch, regal and big, surveying the
entire park. Rabbitsand mice, I’ d assume, were
onetheir guard.

L ater, still awed by theafterglow andthemist,
we heard turkeys calling to each other and, off
in the distance, coyotes howling. A late-season
cicadachirpedinatree.

It was one of those evenings when Mother
Nature makesalot of noise, quite beautiful and
oh so entertaining.

Our DEET held out, and we made it back to
thecar with at least someblood | ft.

ne sound of Mother Nature

Thefollowi ngV|oI atesrulesformulated by one
of our readersinthat it mentionscats. Bewarned,
andif you don't like cat columns, don't read on.

Evanand | werestringing television cablefor
the kitchen through the basement overhead on
Saturday. It wasan easy job, using holesdrillec
by electriciansfor earlier wiring. Wehadtomake
surethelinetothebasement tel evision, whichwe
had tapped into, still worked.

When | looked behind the telly to check the
wiring, | spotted apelt restingonamassof game-
box and connecting wires.

After checking the picture, | called Cynthic
over.

“Maybeit’'s one of those skinsyou pet?’ she
guessed.

After retrieving it, however, shereported that
it must have been awhole rabbit, judging from
thefur and bones she pulled out of there.

That'safirstfor thecatssincethey got their own
door. Usually, they just stash birdsunder thecouch.

You' dthink you' dnoticeawhol erabhbit behind
thetelevision, huh?

Celebrating Constitution week

Interview with Ken Gormley
By BIll Steigerwald

Happy Constitution Week.

Sept. 17 wasthe 218th birthday of thelong-
est-running constitution in world history.

Tohelpuscel ebrate, wecalled up author and
Duquesne University law professor Ken
Gormley, who specializes in constitutional
law, the First Amendment and the American
presidency. Gormley, who wrote “ Archibald
Cox: Conscienceof aNation” in 1998, iswork-
ing on amajor book about the constitutional
andlegal highlights— andlowlights— of the
Clinton presidency.

Q: Howisour Condtitutionholdingupat 218?

A: It redly is holding up remarkably well
whenyou stop andthink about what inthepast
fiveor sixyearswe' vebeenthroughasacoun-
try: theimpeachmenttrial of apresident; acon-
tested presidential election; an attack on U.S.
soil on9/11; awar inforeignterritory; thedeath
of our chief justice; theflood and destruction
of amajor U.S. city, which we would never
haveimagined. Anddespiteall that, we'restill
standing and working together and resolving
legal issuesthat flow from all of these things
throughthethreebranchesof our government.

Q: Sen. Robert Byrd, abig fan of the Con-
stitution, and apromoter of ConstitutionWeek,
hassaidthat it definesAmericans. Doyouhave
any sense of what he meansby that?

A | supposethat heisprimarily referring to
theBill of Rights, becausetherearelotsof pro-
visionsin the Constitution that don’t apply to
many of us unless we are the president or a
United States senator like him. Having awrit-
tenconstitution, of course, wasarevol utionary
ideaat thetime. Great Britain'sconstitutionwas
unwritten. France' swasreally just astatement
of general purpose. Having this Constitution
and adding the Bill of Rightsto spell out the
rights and liberties we have was rather a dra-
maticthingitself. Whenyoulook at thoserights,
they talk about equal ity and equal protectionand
due process under thelaw, and really it'sall of
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the best virtueswe consider exist in ajust so-
ciety, and that’swhat we hopeto be.

Q: Do you think Supreme Court nominee
JohnRobertsislikely tochangethecourtinany
substantial way?

A: Well, we haveto seewho gets appointed
alongwith him. That’sabigger question. But
| think he hasthe ability to have agreat influ-
enceonthe SupremeCourt. He' saremarkably
talented, gifted individual, and he seemsto
have the stuff of a person who isgoing to be
really good at buil ding consensusand respect-
ingthecourtasaninstitution. Thatyoucancall
“conservative” intheold-fashioned sense. You
can also call that a“judge’sjudge,” someone
whoislookeduponhighly by othersinthepro-
fession because he or sheisableto put thein-
stitution of the courtsfirst. | think heisgoing
to beinthat mold.

Robertsisreally young, soheisgoingtohave
theability to nurture peoplealongwithhimas
hegoes. Peopleforget this, but by definition, a
chief justice tendsto moderate himself. They
havetodothat inorder to bring harmony tothe
body, inorder toget opi nionsthroughwhenyou
havealot of justicesworking together. | think
the John Roberts we're going to see as chief
justiceisactually goingtobemoreof acentrist
than the John Roberts we might have seen as
an associatejustice, and heisgoingtobegood
at pulling the court together.

Q: If any of the Framers were to return to
Earth, wouldthey beappalled or pleased by the
growth in size and power of the executive
branch?

A: | don't think they’ d necessarily be sur-
prised that the president was avery powerful
figure in our system, because | think that is

what they envisioned. And | certainly don't
think they would think the Supreme Court
would be more powerful than the president.
But probably thegreatest surprisewoul d bethe
president’spower inrelationshipto Congress,
because most likely they would have envi-
sionedthat Congresswould haveended up be-
ing the most powerful branch. The Framers
wereleery of returningtoanaristocracy, which
iswhat they had fought arevolutionto get rid
of. So | think they would have been wary of
presidents gathering up too much power for
themselves, certainly at the expensesof other
branches of government.

Q: What shouldweaverage, non-law profes-
sor citizensknow about the Constitution’srole
anditsimportanceto preserving our freedoms?

A Oneof the most important things| saw ir
law practice and you seein these debates over
the Supreme Court confirmation processes is
that you can’'t usethe Constitution asapolitical
ball tokick aroundand usefor political purposes
It appliesto everyone, and everyone getsto use
it in the same way. You have to remember this
Constitutionreallyisdesignedfor everyone. Ir
theabstract, itiseasy totry totakeit away from
somepeople, butwhenyouapplyittoreal cases
that touch your life, al of asudden you seethe
great importance of why wehaveit.

TheCondtitutionisnot somethingthatismeant
to be left to athumbs-up or thumbs-down vote
of agroup of Americansat onetime. It’sdesigneo
to protect usfrom ourselves. Just becauseama:
jority of people at one time may say blacks
shouldn’t go to school with whites, that doesn't
mean that iswhat the Constitution tellsus.

Themost important thing isthat the Consti-
tutionissupposedtolast for along period. It's
lastedfor 218yearsandtoget usto another 218
years, it hasto betreated with respect. We can
not allow ourselvesto start taking USAToday
pollsoneveryissueandthink that shouldtrump
the Constitution.

Bill Seigerwaldisa columnist at the Pitts-
burgh Tribune-Review.
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