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Today
* Sunset, 6:26 :p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 6:47 a.m.
* Sunset, 6:25 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil temperature 70 degrees
¢ Humidity 32 percent
* Sky Sunny
* Winds WNW 9 mph
+ Barometer 29.94 inches
and falling
* Record High today 92° (1963)
* Record Low today 24° (1953)

Last 24 Hours*
High Monday 91°
Low Monday 54°
Precipitation 0
This month 12.85
Yeartodate  17.03

The Topside Forecast

Today: Partly cloudy, chance of
isolated thunderstorms, high 86,
30 percent chance of rain, west
northwest winds shifting to the
south at 10 to 20 mph. Tonight:
Partly cloudy, low 46, winds shift-
ingtothe northat20to 30 mph, 30
percent chance of rain.

Extended Forecast

Wednesday: Windy with a mix
of sunand clouds. High in the 60s
andlowsinthe low 30s, Thursday:
Sunshine, highsinthe low 60s and
lowsinthe low 30s. Friday: Sunny,
highsinthe upper 60s and lows in
upper 30s.

(National Weather Service)

Noon
Wheat — $3.39 bushel
Posted county price — $2.98
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.83 bushel
Posted county price — $1.53
Loan deficiency pmt. —41¢
Milo — $1.54 bushel
Soybeans — $5.01 bushel
Posted county price — $4.87
Loan deficiency pmt.— 0.00¢
Millet — $6.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.60 cwit.
NuSun. — $10.65
Confection— Call
Pinto beans — $17 (new crop)
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Goodland

Senior running back Derek
Fenner (dark jersey) bulled
in from one yard out for
Goodland’s only touchdown
during the Cowboys’ home-
coming game Friday
against Oakley. Story, pho-
tos Page 12.

Three guns gone at sheriff’s office

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

An inventory of evidence and
equipment at the Sherman County
sheriff’ sofficeturned upsomemiss-
ingitems, includingthreehandguns,
Sherman County commissioners
heard Friday.

Thegunswill bereported stolen,
andif they turn up, the sheriff said,
the who and where may answer
some of hisquestions.

Sheriff KevinButtsand Undersh-
eriff Roger Studer told Commis-
sionersMitch Tiedeand Chuck Tho-
masthat they had completed anin-
ventory of all the sheriff’s equip-

ment and the evidence vault. Butts
said some items appeared to be
missing, but hefeltthat most of them
were things that had been replaced
without being taken off the old in-
ventory.

Buttssaid hehad asked theformer
sheriff Doug Whitson about the
items, and Whitson said he did not
know.

“ Someof thesemaybehavebeen
missing for years,” Buttssaid.

Commissioner Thomas asked
about amissing pair of leg-irons,
and Butts said he thought they had
been gonefor four or fiveyears.

“They just weren’t taken off the

list,” Buttssaid.

Buttssaid hehasbeen asking the
district court for destructionorders,
but that some of the itemsin evi-
dence go back to when Jack Arm-
strong was sheriff.

Thomas asked what the sheriff
doeswith confiscated weapons.

Butts said if they get the proper
order from the district judge, they
canusetheminthedepartment, de-
stroy them or sell them to aregis-
tered gundealer. Hesaid if they get
adestruction order, they take them
and cut them up.

The missing handguns area .22,
a.308 and a .357. Butts said they

on Thursday.

By Kathryn Burke

Homecoming
for high school

coming football game on Friday night. The two rode together (below) in the Homecoming parade
Photos by Tom Betz and Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

marchers.

The Goodland Star-News
Goodland High School’s 2005 Homecoming
kicked off with a parade, pep rally and bonfire
Thursday night. Thegamefollowed on Friday, and
Mark Starr and Chel seaGray werecrowned Home-
coming King and Queen at halftime.
Thursday’sfestivitiesstarted at 6:30 p.m. sharp
when policecarsled aline of homecoming parade

First the Veterans of Foreign Wars color guard
brought theflag, followed by anAmerican Legion
unit that displayed flagsfrom each state.

Thehighschool band cameinnexttoget toestap-
ping inthe crowd that lined Main.

See HOMECOMING, Page 9

have looked everywhere for the
weapons, but have not found any
clues. He said he would enter all
threeintotheNational Crimelnfor-
mation Center computer as stolen.
If they show up, it may beaway to
determinewhether they weretaken
illegally or thereisalogical expla-
nation.

Butts said he was planning to
switchthedepartmenttodigital cam-
eras, and that the 35mm camerasthe
department has are not worth more
than $50 each. He asked for permis-
sontodonatethecamerastothepho-
tography classat Grant Junior High.

The commissioners said that

sounded likeagood idea.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Chairman Tiede opened a public
hearing on the county budget for
nextyear. Therewerenoobjections,
and no one was present to make ¢
statement.

After the hearing, Tiede made &
motion to approve the budget and
Thomas seconded. It passed unani-
mously with Commissioner Kevin
Rasure absent.

The next commissioner meeting
will be 8 am. next Tuesday. The
commissioners meet on the main
floor of the Sherman County court-
house, 813 Broadway.

Sex offender

gets ten

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Thejudge said he faced few op-
tions Friday afternoon ashegavea
Goodland man 10 years as arepeat
sex offender, turning aside pleasto
let the man find a better treatment
plan than Kansas offers.

The case began more than two
yearsagowhen Kenneth Petracich,
51, wasarrested for sexual miscon-
duct involving aminor in April of
2003.

That's 29 months Petracich has
been in the Sherman County
Basdtille. Heunderwent psychol ogi-
cal testing aspart of thepre-sentenc-
ing process before the hearing Fri-
day in Sherman County District
Court.

Thecasehasbeenput onholdsev-
eral times asthe defense requested
continuances for mental health
evaluationsfor Petracich. Themost
recent delay in sentencing happened
in July when one of the defense’'s
witnesses could not be present for
thecourt date.

Petracichhad admittedtakingin-
decent libertieswitha4-year-oldin
2003, exposing himself and having
the child touch him.

JudgeJack Burr heard statements
from the parents, from asexual ad-
dictionsspecialist, andfrom County
Attorney BonnieSelby and defense
attorney Jeff Mason beforesentenc-
ing Petracich to 120 monthsin the
Department of Corrections, with
credit for time served.

The parents asked the judge to
imposethemaximumsentence. The
mother said the past two yearsand
fivemonthshavebeenanemotional
ordeal for thefamily.

Shesaidtheeventshavemadeher
daughter not trust people, and sheis
worried about what will happen to
her child as she growsup.

“1failed my daughter when | went
to make lunch,” she said. “Ken
failed my daughter and stoleher in-
nocence

“Judge, please do not fail my
daughter. Send a strong message
and do not depart downward from
the sentencing recommendation.”

Thegirl’sfather echoed hiswife's
sentiments.

“1 am disgusted with what this

years

mandid,” hesaid.“Donotalow him
tohurt another littlegirl. Pleasegive
him the stiffest sentence.

“Henever apologized or showed
remorse. This case has drug on for
overtwoyearsandwearefrustrated.
We do not want this to happen tc
another child.”

In Petracich’s defense, Mason
had filed an objection to part of the
court records which showed twc
chargesof sexual batteryinprevious
cases in Scott County in 1990, for
which Petracich had been sent to
prison. Mason said the court docu-
ments were unclear as to whether
there was one or two charges. If
therewasjust onceoffense, hesaid,
that would drop the sentence here
from 120 months down to 55.

Selby argued that the Scott
County District Court’s certifiec
records showed the pleaagreement
and judgment being for two counts
of sexual battery, and that the
Sherman County District Court
should accept that.

Aftertheparentsmadetheir state-
ments, Mason called Jeff King, &
sexual addictionsspecialist withthe
PrairieView CenterinNewtonwho
had spoken with Petracich twice.

King said he felt that Petracich
needed a program of intense daily
treatment. Hisrecommendati onwas
that Petracich complete a 30-6C
days intense sexual treatment pro-
gram and after the program that he
beincommunity correctionsforfive
years.

“Heistoo higharisk to beinthe
community,” King said. “He needs
intense daily treatment, and that i<
not availablein Kansas.

“Thisisto give him the tools so
he doesn't offend again, and make
himlessof ariskinthecommunity.”

King was asked by Mason about
thetreatment programintheK ansas
prison system.

“1 do not believe he will benefit
from being in prison,” King said.
“Hehasbeento prisonand hecoul o
gothereagain. Treatment would be
the best way to make him less of ¢
threat. Hewill not getthat in prison.

“Hewill alwaysbeasex offender.
He may be able to control his ac-

See OFFENDER, Page 10

Goodland Chamber turns over a new leaf

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Afteryearsof operatinginthered
and always coming up short, the
Goodland Area Chamber of Com-
merce hasaplanto turn over anew
leaf.

BrianLinin, new president of the
Chamber board, said they have
shifted thefocus of the Chamber to
helping member businesses. No
longer will the group organizefes-
tivals, fireworksor concerts.

The group announced recently
that they are $20,000 in debt and
they have asked the Sherman
County Economic Development
Council, the city and county, and
Chamber memberstohelpbail them
out.

Lininsaiditwasn’tjust oneevent
that put thegroupinthered, but the
Fourth of July Freedom Fest fire-
works, concert and festival orga-

festivalsto hel ping businesses.

of past Chamber operations.

The new Goodland Area Chamber of Commerce
board hasset goalstohel p shift thegroup’sfocusfrom

President BrianLininsaidthey plantostart by talk-
ing to businesses and see what they need.
“Wedon't spend any timein businesses,” hesaid

Linin said hethinksthe group should be an advo-
cate for businesses, creating action plans that will
represent and benefit everyone. He said sometimes
competing businesses don’t communicate, but may
needsimilar things. TheChamber, hesaid, will work
to uncover those common goals and work to make

Focus shifts from festivals to business

Goodland better.

“The No. 1 thing the Chamber does is represent
businesses,” Lininsaid, adding that arepresentative
fromthegroup shouldbeintovisit, discussand con-
sult with each member business once amonth.

Hesaid the Chamber will provide businessrepre-
sentation to government, individuals, other busi-
nessesand organi zations, both withinand outside of
the community, hesaid

Alongwithhel pingexistingbusinesses, Lininsaid,
they will work with the Goodland Ambassadors

See FOCUS, Page 10

nized by the Chamber this year
tipped them over the edge.

“| think it's really important to
notethat itsreally not oneevent that
causedthis,” hesaid, addingthat the

Chamber has been operating on
money borrowed from the next
year’s budget for the entire three
years he has been on the board.

He said this year, the board de-

cided they weren’t comfortable
working that way.

“Wecannot operatethisway any-
more,” hesaid.

A big part of the Chamber’snew

plan, Linin said, is going back to
what thegroup originally set out to
do.

“We're supposed to promote
busi nessesand commercein Good-
land,” he said, adding that board
members had been spending all of
theirtimeand resourcesonfestivals
The Chamber had sponsored the
Flatlander Fall Festival, Freedom
Fest for the Fourth of July and the
former Sunflower Festival.

“The future of those events de-
pendsonthewillingnessof our com-
munity to support them through or-
ganizing, fundingand staffing,” sai 0
apage of question-and-answer in-
formationworked up by the Cham:-
ber board.

LininsaidtheFlatlander Festival
last weekend wasput on by anewly
formedcommittee. Inpast years, the

See CHAMBER, Page 10




