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from our viewpoint...

What makes
a great judge?

Mostmouths dropped afoot when President George Bush
nominated his friend and counsel Harriet Meirs tobe a Su-
preme Court Justice.

His nomination of Meirs to replace retiring judge Sandra
Day O’Connor does preserve the gender balance, but with-
outany judicial background Meirs may be the first outsider
to be nominated to the highest court of the land.

Meirs is a corporate lawyer, and a longtime loyal friend
of Bush, which makes many conservatives feel she will de-
cide cases along the same ideological lines as President
Bush would himself given the opportunity to appoint him-
self to the high court.

Herunknown quantity as a sitting judge gives others wild
speculation abouthow she will address complex cases, and
they are nervous because of that uncertainty.

We have no illusions that Meirs is anything but a person
with true politically conservative leanings. Thatis a given,
but what is interesting is that she would be the first justice
who would not have alot of legal baggage tied up in previ-
ous rulings from the bench.

To many there is a sense the legal system is a bit inbred
now with all the requirements that anyone who is a judge
must first be a lawyer. Having a fresh look at the judicial
decisions by someone who has not made hundreds before
could be a good thing both for the court and for the entire
justice system.

Meirs is being touted by the Focus on the Family people
as the kind of justice who would rule against abortion, and
they are happy with that idea. No one has heard from the
lady herself about her views on the issue, and after the re-
cent confirmation of Chief Justice John Roberts without
getting many answers there is little expectation we will
learn a lot during her confirmation before the Senate.

Unless something of abig bomb appears before the hear-
ings begin there is every likelihood she will be the new
woman on the Supreme Court.

No matter how it goes there is little doubt the conserva-
tives feel they have been somewhat betrayed because Bush
has not nominated someone who they can brand with their
litmus test on abortion rights.

The position of associate justice is a tough responsibil-
ity, and one that takes as much common sense as it takes
legal understanding of the intent of the Constitution and
the Founding Fathers.

We will watch as the interest groups pull at Meirs to try
to tie her to a specific position on their litmus test. What
we want is to know if she has the true ability to use her le-
gal training and experiences plus common sense in form-
ing decisions on the many cases that reach the supreme
court.

The courthas been under fire over the few past years, and
Meirs will be a new breath of air in the middle of the musty
air of the judicial club of judges. — Tom Betz
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Update for those feline fanciers

Cats.

I haven’t given any updates in quite a while,
so all you feline fanciers gather "round. The rest
of you go read the sports section.

Asmostof youknow, we have been taking two
out of the four resident cats to Colorado with us.

April Alice sits quietly in her kennel for the nine
to 10 hours it takes and only starts to get fidgety
if nature is calling and we’re still dawdling.

Molly Monster fights the whole process. She
growls. She yawls. She meows quietly to herself
afterhaving atranquilizer forced down her throat.

The other two — Rupert and Jezebel, young-
est daughter’s cats — are just happy to have the
house to themselves while our two are gone.

Jez doesn’t take any guff off of any of the oth-
ers, and only Molly ever tries to cause her grief.

Rupert, however, is at the bottom of the scratch-
ing order. Everyone but Jez makes her hide un-
der the furniture. She misses us when we’re gone,
but she sure doesn’t miss the other cats.

Downin South Carolina, youngest daughter is
now catless, having given away her last feline so
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that her boyfriend can visit her without resort-
ing to innumerable allergy pills.

He nevercomplained to her, buther sister, with
whom he works, said that he always felt like he
had ahangover on Monday after visiting his girl-
friend and her three cats.

He did have to put up with one visitor this last
week, however.

Oldestdaughter and her husband, also the own-
ers of three cats, went to Europe for two weeks.

Two of their cats they leftathome with a friend
to come in to check on them.

The third, however, had gotten into a fight a
week before they were to leave. Louie ended up
with aninfection that required both oral and topi-
cal (on the skin) antibiotics.

Oldest daughter was not willing to leave a cat
that required medicating with a friend. She was
also unwilling to spend $10 a day for two weeks
to keep the cat at the vet.

She compromised with her sister’s help. She
left the cat atthe vet for a week and her sister took
itforaweek. Youngest daughter has spent plenty
of time medicating her own cats, so she knows
the drill — grab cat, force mouth open, shove pill
or dropperful of medicine down throat, get ban-
dages for scratches on hands, arms and torso.

And then you have to deal with the topical
cream....

Son and his two felines are still hanging outin
Lawrence with no particular ups and downs ex-
cept that Frank doesn’t seem to know he’s neu-
tered and still sprays occasionally. Betterin son’s
apartment than my house, I think.

Daughter called yesterday and said she and
hubby were home from Turkey and that she had
gotten me pictures of cats in three out of the four
countries they visited.

Gee, how did she know I like cats?

New York voters wont fall for Hillary'’s dodge

By Dick Morris

Former President Bill Clinton’s thesis, ar-
ticulated on “Meet the Press,” is that “large”
figuresin their parties who are elected to lesser
offices should not be asked to commit to serv-
ing out their full terms so that, when duty calls,
they are free to answer.

It’s advice he failed to heed for himself when
he was governor of Arkansas. Then he just re-
sorted to his frequent M.O. and lied, telling the
voters that he was going to serve out his full
term when he had no intention of doing so —
if he could help it.

But Arkansas is not New York, and the rela-
tively unknown Bill Clinton of 1990 is not the
Hillary Clinton of 2005. Hillary must come
squarely face to face with an unpleasant fact:
If she won’t commit to serving a full term in
the Senate, she may not win re-election.

At first, it looked as if she could skate by
withouta full commitment since she facedrela-
tively weak opposition. Ed Cox, Nixon’s son-
in-law, and John Spencer, former Yonkers
mayor, were not the sort to confront Hillary
with a potent challenge. But now that Jeanine
Pirro has declared her candidacy, Hillary has
areal fight on her hands.

Since Pirro is pro-choice, pro-gun control,
pro-affirmative action, pro-gay civil unions
and pro-immigration, Hillary cannot use any
of her trusty hot-button issues to dismiss her.
And, as awoman, Pirrois in an excellent posi-
tion to challenge Hillary on all of her core is-
sues.

Already, since Pirro announced — and de-
spite her embarrassing 32 seconds of silence
while she groped for her speech text — the
Westchester Republican, a district attorney,
has closed the gap with Hillary. The Demo-
cratic senator led Pirro by a gigantic 30-point
margin, 61-31 percent, before Jeanine an-
nounced. But afterward Pirro trailed by only
55-34.

Most senators can escape having to declare
that they will serve out a full term. But Hillary
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can’t because of the unique way she came to
New York. Had the firstlady decided to run for
senator in Delaware or Indiana or some such
state, voters would have assumed she just
moved in to run. But she moved to New York
and assured us all that she was vindicating a
lifelong dream to move to the Big Apple. So
many people have done so, and New Yorkers’
egos are such, that they believed that Hillary
had just felt the same magic gravitational pull
the city seems to exert on people.

But now she is using New York state as a
steppingstone. As Pirro said in her announce-
ment (the part of the text she could find),
“Hillary asked us to put out the welcome mat
and we did so. Butnow she wants us to become
a doormat, and that we will never do.”

Polls show that 60 percent of New Yorkers
do not want Hillary to run for president even
as 55 percent say they will vote for her for the
Senate. They know that a senator is AWOL

where to write

when she goes for the top prize.

Neither Kerry nor Lieberman nor Gephardt
nor Edwards was seen much around the Capi-
tol when their candidacies beckoned. Despite
good attendance records beforehand, they
rarely showed up for votes. As a presidential
candidate, Hillary will be off in Iowa, New
Hampshire, Florida and other states rather than
in New York or Washington, working for the
people she was elected torepresent. It’s just the
nature of things.

Armed with the doubts of New Yorkers about
Hillary’s fealty and protected by her social lib-
eralism, Pirro will make an effective chal-
lenger. She will almost certainly make the race
closer than the 12 points that separated Hillary
from her 2000 Republican challenger, Rep.
Rick Lazio. Pirro will make her work hard and
spend tens of millions of dollars.

And she mightjustbeat Hillary. Whichraises
the question: Why is Hillary running for re-
electiontoajob she wants toleave? New York-
ers will all be asking, so Hillary might want to
ask herself.

Dick Morris was an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. Look for Dick’s new book “Be-
cause He Could” about Bill Clinton. E-mail
Dick Morris at dmredding @aol.com

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; Fax (202) 225-5124
e-mail address — jerry.moran @mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address — jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capi-
tol Building, Rm. 128-S, 300 SW 10th, To-
peka, Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail ad-
dress — ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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YOU HATE ME WITH EVERY
FIBER OF YOUR BEING?/
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