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Austrian man, known as ‘Dad,’ died at home

today in history

By Evelyn Ward
Sherman County Historical Society

October 24,1905: Death Comes
ToH.H. Auer — ‘Dad’ Auer, ashe
has long been called, died at his
home. Herman Henry Auer was
born at Prague, Austria, Aug. 13,
1836.

He immigrated to Americain
1866, livinginMilwaukeeand Ne-
braska before coming to Sherman
county in 1886. Mr. Auer was
widely and favorably known. Like
many Americans, foreign born, he
loved great and freeAmerica.

October 25,1905: TheDamon's
New Orleanscol ored studentsgave
anentertainment at theoperahouse
under the auspicesof the St. Paul’s
Guild of the Episcopal Church.

Therewasanunusually largeat-
tendance, notwithstanding the fact
that theeveningwasdark andrainy.
The performance was of ahigh or-

der, musically considered, outclass-
ing any colored minstrel show ever
giveninthiscity. Financially, also,
theconcert wasasuccess, afair sum
being realized by the Guild after
paying all expenses.

Thetroupewasmade up of three
menandthreewomen, Prof. Damon
beingthemanager anddirector. His
instrumental performances on the
piano, cello, banjo and zither were
al fine.

Of thevocal artists, thebassowas
far abovetheaverageand sustained
his part well. It was an enjoyable
entertainment andwasonly marred
by a cold house and by contempt-
ible rowdyism in the rear of the
house.

The rowdyism exhibited should
beroundly condemned by all good

citizens. It was a disgrace to the
town. Had there been a marshal
present, the rowdy riff raff should
have been taken into custody and
fined by the police court. If this
thing continues, that is the very
treatment such charactersarequite
likely toreceive.

October 26, 1905: Legs Under
Wheels — The young boys of
Goodlandthat havebeenfrequently
attherailroad at traintimeandwho
jumponthecoachesfor arideonan
outgoing train will not play with
danger for awhile, sincethey have
beenshockedwiththeterriblesight
of six heavy car wheels running
over the legs of one of their com-
rades, Ward Runnells.

They were at the depot when
No.41 pulled in from the east. As

Ordinary things come to life on canvas
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Qil paintings of marbles and a pastel of sewing notions are among the work by Jean Miller of
Tribune on display at the Carnegie Arts Center through Friday, Nov. 4. Miller, who has been
painting for 24 years, is displaying a collection of oils, pastels, charcoal, graphite, powdered
graphite and pen and ink. Many of Miller’s pieces are still-lifes of ordinary objects broughtto life
on canvas. Several have already sold. Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News
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boyswill, they waited their chance
tojumponthestepsfor arideinthe
yardswhenthetrain pulled out.

Ward Runnells got on the rear
stepsof thecoachnexttothelastand
was attempting to swing off at the
coal chutes when his feet slipped
fromunder him and hewasthrown
under the wheels, and two three-
wheel trucks passed over hislegsa
little below the knees.

The step also struck him in the
head and inflicted aseverewound.
Thecriesof thehel plessboy fright-
ened hiscompanions, and they ran
homeasfast asthey could go.

The bone and flesh where the
wheelsranover himwascrushedto
ajelly. Hecouldnotliveinthat con-
dition, and the physicianswho per-
formedtheamputation, Drs. Smith
and Carmichael, told his parents
before operation that he had only
once chance in a thousand to re-
cover. Thechancewastaken,andhe

died of the shock. Hewas 12 years
old.

Toaccommodatetheschool chil-
dren who wanted to attend the fu-
neral, the Goodland city school
children attended in abody at the
servicesheld at the OperaHouse.

October 27, 1905: Man Who
Cashed C.U. Congdon’s Check
Couldn’t Bear to Kegpthe Cash—
The person who either stole or
found C.U. Congdon’s pay check
andgotthecashonitby signingMr.
Congdon’snameontheback of the
check thought the money thus ob-
tained was poor stuff after all and
threw it away.

Thepocketbook belongingtoMr.
Congdon was found near the side-
walk onthevacant ground between
Fred Coffin's restaurant and H.H.
Auer & Son's business places by
Mr. Duesenberry, an employee on
the“rip” track at therailroad.

Heturned it over to Sheriff Bra-

dley, anduponinvestigation, it was
found that the pocketbook con-
tained the exact number and de-
nomination of bills and also the
same amount of silver that Cashier
Wolfe paid out upon the forged
check.

Besides the $108.85 which was
obtained by forgery, atendollar bill
which Mr. Congdon had was also
there. The authorities have been
unable to apprehend the criminal,
butitisthought that after obtaining
the money he got “scared” anc
threw the pocketbook and contents
away. The money was returned tc
the proper person and the matter
straightened up without lossto the
injured parties.

From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Sncethe paper was publishec
weekly, someitemswerearbitrarily
assigned adate.

Director to be honored for work

Sandy Kuhlman, executive di-
rector of Hospice ServicesInc. in
Phillipsburg, has been selected to
receive the “Emily Taylor Cham-
pionfor LIFE" awardfromtheKan-
sas LIFE Project and will be hon-
ored at areception Thursday.

This award is the highest honor
given by the LIFE Project and is
named after aformer University of
Kansas dean of women, Dr. Emily
Taylor.

TheKansasLIFEProject(Living
Initiatives For End-of-Life Care)
worksto help seriously ill Kansans
andtheir familieslivewithdignity,
comfort and peace. LIFE Project
and leaders from across the state
will honor Kuhlman at the* Cham-
pionsfor LIFE” Gala celebration
Thursday at the WichitaMarriott.

The festivities, which begin at
5:00 p.m. Mountain Time, include
areception, dinner, awardspresen-
tation, silent and live auctions and
a dance. Registration details are
available on-line at www.lifepro-
ject.org or call toll-free 888-202-
LIFE.

Kuhlman has worked tirelessly
andwithgreat vision, over aperiod
of more than 23 years, to improve
carefor serioudly ill Kansans. Her
leadership is demonstrated on the
local, state and national level and
hasenabled Hospice Servicestodo
something that some say cannot be
done — provide quality hospice
servicesin ageographic areawith
extremely small population.

She has demonstrated ongoing
leadership and vision in her work

withtheK ansasHospiceand Pallia-
tive Care Organization and cur-
rently servesaschair of that group.

Kuhlman is active with the Na-
tional Hospice and Palliative Care
Organization, having served onnu-
merous task groups and commit-
tees, and worksintensely onissues
related to rural access to quality
care.

She serves on the LIFE Project
Board of Directors and provides
consistent, steady and passionate
|eadershipthat never settlesfor sta-
tusquo. Sheisafrequent speaker —
locally, statewide and nationally.
Sandy bringscreativethinking and
actiontomeetingtheneedsof Kan-
sans living with illness and is a
leader among us in improving ex-
pectations for and provision of
quality care.

Kuhlman consistently servesasa
quality healthcare professional, a
consumer advocateand achampion
for advancement in public policy.
Her depth of leadership and scope
of engagement qualify her tobethe
recipient of theEmily Taylor Cham-
pionfor LIFE Award.

Taylor was recognized, posthu-
mously, last year for her leadership
andwork in helping to create qual-

hospice
services inc.

o end-of-life care

ity of life for
citizens liv-
ing near the
end of life.
The work of
the LIFE
Project cap-
tur ed
Taylor’s
heart, mindand action, andall Kan-
sans are recipients of the outcome
of her tirelessefforts.

Theawardwill begivenannually
to agrassroots |eader who demon-
strates, as Taylor did, outstanding
leadership in improving care for
Kansanslivingwith seriousandter-
minal illnesses.

TheKansasLIFEProjectisacol-
laborative effort of more than 100
Kansasorgani zations, agenciesand
associationsworking to help Kan-
sanswithadvanced chronicandter-
minal illnesses live with dignity,
comfort and peace.

TheKansas LIFE Project works
to promote sound public policy,
professional expertiseand empow-
ered citizen engagement in efforts
that support quality of lifefor citi-
zens and families living with seri-
ousillnesses.

Written by Julia Schemper, ad-
mini strative assistant at Hospice
Services Inc.,, Box 116,
Phillipsburg, Kan. 67661. Contact
her or Kuhlman at 800-315-5122.
Hospices serves northwest and
northcentral Kansas and has been
providing end-of-lifecarefor more
than 23 years.

Themeeting of theBeaver Valley
4-H Clubwascalled to order Mon-
day, Sept. 12, at the First Christian
Church. There were 10 members,
three parents and two leaders
present.

Roll call wasanswered by “what
youdidthissummer.” After reading

and approval of minutes, the meet-
ing went to reports of officersand
leaders. Therewasno unfinished or
new business, so the club held the
election of officers.

The new officers are president,
Andrea Roeder; vice president,
Paige Phillips; secretary, Felicia

Arnold; treasurer, TaniciaArnold,;
reporter, Felicia Arnold; council
representatives, Feliciaand Tanicia
Arnold; historian, Miranda Her-
nandez; songleaders, ShyanneAus-
tin and Shelby Arnold; recreation
leaders, Kala Sharp, Carlee Raile
and MirandaHernandez. Thelead-

Kansas' ‘Fleagle Gang’
Fingerprint ends nationwide '20s manhunt

We watch Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) shows on television about
using fingerprints to find criminals. “The Fleagle Gang, Betrayed by a
fingerprint,” is atrue crime story that begins with a brazen daylight rob-
bery of the First National Bank in Lamar, Colo. on May 23, 1928. Four
men are dead, and the robbers have escaped.

Author Tom (N.T.) Betz, editor of The Goodland Sar-News, has spent
alifetimein journalism and on the Great Plains.

Five-star reviewsat Amazon.com and Barnes& Noble say
the book isa must read for true crime buffs of all ages.

Thiswould makeagreat Christmasgift - order now.
Betz will be at the Fick Fossil and History Museum

in Oakley 2-4 p.m. (CT) on Saturday, Oct. 29.

“The Fleagle Gang” details the robbery/murder case which hinged on a single fin-
gerprint — precursor to today's CS shows — found on a murdered Dighton, Kan., doctor’s car.
Thefledgling FBI playsacrucia rolein turning the fingerprint into solid forensic evidence used
to find, arrest and convict members of the Fleagle Gang. The FBI credits the Fleagle case as the
first time a single fingerprint was used to identify and convict criminals. The book includes over
100 photos and maps taken from court files and places where the gang robbed banks. The Fleagle
family lived near Friend, Kan. in Finney County.

A U.S. Navy journalist and a graduate of the University of Colorado, Betz started his career
delivering papersfor hisfamily’s newspaper (1920-1989) The Lamar Daily Newsin Lamar, Colo.,
winning the first of numerous journalism awards as a teenager. He has won awards in Colorado,
Kansas and the National Newspaper Association for writing and photography.

The Fleagle Gang robbed banksin Larned, Kinsley, Marysville, Ottawa and McPherson Kan.,
Lamar, Colo., Eugene, Ore., and countless others of over $1 millioninthe 10 yearsthey operated.

“The Fleagle Gang” is available at the Big Timbers Museum in Lamar, Colo., the Lane
County Museum in Dighton, Kan., the Fick Fossil and History Museum in Oakley, Kan., the
Finney County Museum and Hastings in Garden City, Kan., the High Plains Museum in
Goodland, Kan. and the Keystone Gallery north of Scott City. It is available on-line from the
publisher Authorhouse.com, Linda Knott's new web bookstore knottjustbooks-
.spreadtheword.com, Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble and other major stores.

Check out “The Fleagle Gang” web site at: nwkansas.com/home/fleaglegang.

ers are Lori Phillips and Janet
Arnold. Announcementswerethen
read by Andrea; shesaid guest night
isnext month, and everyoneshould
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Fri. Oct. 28 & Sat. Oct. 29
The Goodland Corn Maze will be HAUNTED!!1!
By the Goodland High School FCCLA.

bring at least one guest. She also
encouraged all to attend the 4-H
openhouse Sunday, Oct. 2, at the4-
H building.

Opening at dark.
Last one in at 9:30 pm

NO group discounts or coupons apply.
On Friday, bundle up and see the Mel Gibson thriller,
SIGNS, rated PG 13, and sponsored by The Carnegie
Arts Center and Goodland Public Library.
The show starts at dark! Donations to the Library and
Arts Center are gratefully accepted.

Just follow 8th St. to the East edge of Goodland
www.colefamilyfarms.com
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ALL MUST GO —
Last Clearance ...

Best Deals Around!

The meeting was adjourned by
saying the 4-H motto.

Submitted by Club Reporter
FeliciaArnold.

785-899-2132 &=
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LAST WEEK!

1/2 OFF Storewide!
Oct. 24 - 29
[1 Plumbing
[1 Electrical
[1 Hardware
® [1 And Much Morel!

Tri-State Lumber

785-332-2731
Downtown St. Francis, KS




