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Moonlight Madness
brings out best spooks

This chicken riding cowboy (Blake
Drennan, 3) was second place in the 3-
6 age group.

A walking candy corn (Josie Hill, 1) was
second place in the 0-2 age group.

Frosty the Snow girl (Mikenna Hanavik,
5) was the winner in the 3-6 age group.

Freddie Kruger (Jazzmine Weis, 10)
was second in the 7-11 age group.

Sally Nightmare before Christmas
(Sydnee Thornburg, 11) was second in
the 11-15 age group.

The best pirate of the night (Seth Stra-
mel, 11) was the top winner in the 11-
15 age group.

Judging the best Halloween costumes

The clown (Marco Ault of McDonalds), made animals from balloons, and was a
highlight of the Moonlight Madness Tuesday evening at Eldorado Western Wear.
Ault said he went through three bags of balloons. He  was surprised by the num-
ber of great homemade costumes. Photos by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

Shrieks, screams and lots of smoke
floated through the basement of Eldorado
Western Wear, 1101, as the site for the
fourth annual Moonlight Madness costume
contest.

Over 50 kids plus parents and grandparents
gathered to show off their Halloween finery
and let the judges decide the top winners.

The first group of kids was the smallest
in age from babies to 2, but there were about
20 in costume. First place went to Madison
Albers, 2, who was a brave lion. Second
place went to Josie Hill, 1, who had a great
Candy Corn costume.

The 3-6 age group went second and there
were about 25 in this for the judges to try to
get a look at. First place went to Mikenna
Hanavik, 5, who was a snow girl in a home-
made costume. Second place went to Blake
Drennan, 3, who was a cowboy riding a
chicken complete with a black eye,

There was a new wrinkle on the old skel-
eton costume as Makayla Kennedy, 8, came
complete with her own closet. Jazzmine
Weis, 10, was the other winner in the 7-10
group with her Freddie Kruger costume.

A fancy pirate with a beaded beard was
the top winner in the 11-15 group. Seth
Stramel, 11, said he had worked up the pi-
rate outfit last year, and had improved on it
some this year. Sydnee Thornburg, 11, was
the other winner in this group dressed up as
Sally from the Nightmare before Christmas.

The Goodland Kiwanis Club  provided
the prize money for the winners.

A highlight was the clown, Marco Ault,

from McDonalds, who handed out coupons
and was kept busy making animals and
swords out of balloons. He has been prac-
ticing as a clown for about six months, and
as the crowd thinned out he showed the kids
some magic tricks.

Entering Eldorado Western Wear every-
one was given the choice of going down the
stairs to the right or down to the left through
a special haunted room where the unwary
could find themselves being surrounded by
a sorceress, a vampire and spider webs.

Madd Hatter provided haunting music to
set the mood, and there was plenty of candy,
donated by Wal-Mart, and special Hallow-
een bags being handed out by an officer
from the Goodland Police Department,
who was one of the judges.

The kids made the rounds of downtown
businesses that stayed open and handed out
special treats. Jacque’s Hallmark, High
Plains Office Supply, Mr. Jim’s His and
Hers Shop, KC Video, American Commu-
nications and Star-News.


