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from our viewpoint...

Honors for a lady
who kept her seat

Growing up in the’ 60s, we watched the efforts of the “free-
domriders,” asthey werecalled, after RosaParksrefusedtogive
up her seat onaBirmingham, Ala. bus.

Parks' courage in staying where she was seated sparked the
imagination of hundredsof peoplewhotravel edfrom acrossthe
country toridethe busesinthe South in defiance of segregation
laws. Parks lived to see the day when much of the hate against
blacks has been overcome, but there are peopl e today who con-
tinueto preachintoleranceandracia or religiousprejudice.

After her actions, Parksmoved to Michigan to get away from
thepressuresof livingwhereshehadtakenastandfor her peopl€’'s
freedom. Shewon, but not without some personal sacrifice.

Having her lieinstateinthe Capitol Rotundaisaspecial honor,
and shows the highest regard for the actions she took to break
theracial barriers40 yearsago.

Aswe pay honor to Parksfor her courage, itishard for usnot
tothink of thepersona sacrificeof another Americanwomanwho
hasbeenthwartedinher attempt totakeaseat ontheUnited States
Supreme Court.

Harrier Miers may not have been everybody’s choice to suc-
ceed Justice Sandra O’ Connor, but her withdrawal Thursday
came after attacks on her by thereligiousright and the extreme
right wing of the Republican Party. The attacks centered on the
fact that, since shewas never ajudge, there was no way to pre-
dict what she would do as a member of the highest court of the
land.

Becauseof themanner of theattacks, theAmerican peoplewill
not have achanceto know any more about her beliefs.

Wewatched asPresi dent Bushhad toannouncethewithdrawal
of Miersfrom consideration. Being aloyal friend, she quietly
submitted her request and went back to her job astheWhiteHouse
counsel.

Thelitmustest used against her isthe same onethat comesup
every time. Chief Justice John Robertsfound away to sidestep
the abortion questionsin hishearing. Thedifferenceis, sincehe
had been ajudgefor someyears, therewasrulings peoplecould
dissect in an attempt to divine his probabl e leanings.

Thereligiousright isconvinced President Bush must appoint
aSupreme Court judgewhoisanti-abortionto givethecourt the
conservativebalanceto overthrow Roevs. Wade, theruling that
allowed women legally to decide whether to have an abortion.

Ever since, thereligiousright hasbeen pushingtoreversethis
ruling, and they believe Bush owes them this appointment be-
causethey helped him get elected.

Mierswasan unknown quantity inmany waysbecauseshehad
not been ajudge, but she does have extensive legal experience.
Itispossibleshewoul d havebrought afresh approachtothecourt.

Bush is expected to quickly pick another nomineeto fill the
court position, and takethefocusoff theindictment and resigna-
tionof VicePresident Dick Cheney’ schief of staff, LewisLibby,
on chargesof obstructing justiceand lyingto investigators.

Parks should be remembered for the stand shewaswilling to
take and the pressures shefaced. Parkswill rest in peace know-
ing she gaveit her best, and that the world was changed by her
actions.. We will remember Miers asthe loyal counsel who al-
most madejudicial history. —TomBetz
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Why Clinton wouldn't cI

Former FBI director Louis Freeh writes
movingly of hisdisappointment that President
Bill Clinton did little or nothing to intervene
withthe Saudi monarchy tolet hisagentsques-
tionthe perpetratorsof the 1996 K hobar Tow-
ers bombing, but heisat alossto understand
the president’s conduct.

Inan earlier terror attack, the Saudis cut off
theheadsof thesuspectedterroristsbeforethe
FBI could question them. To avoid a repeat,
Freehwenttothepresident andemphasizedthe
importance of intervening with the Saudisto
allow questioning.

The Saudis, of course, didn’t want the FBI
interrogating their suspects for fear that the
depth of the al Qaidanetwork that had grown
in Saudi Arabiamight beexposedtoAmerican
— andworld— view. But why did Clintondo
nothing in the face of the appeals of his FBI
chief?

Freeh impliesthat lust for donationsto his
presidential library might haveenteredintothe
equation, but the Khobar attack materialized
long before Clintonwasfocused on hisretire-
ment. Hisgazewas, instead, squarely fixedon
the next election— and the soaring gasprices
that represented amortal peril to hischances.

Becausehis1993 deficit-reduction package
(soundsquaint now, doesn’tit?) hadraisedthe
gastax anickel, Clintonwasworriedthat he'd
get blamed for any price spike. A nominal in-
crease in car-licensing fees had cost him the

TotheEditor:

| try to keep up with the news, but I’ m hav-
ing aproblemunderstandingthemessageTom
Delay, Republican of Texas, istrying to con-
vey tothegenera public.

Isthemessage, Judgesdon’t rulein compli-
ancewiththelaw, they ruleaccording totheir
politics?

| sthat the message?.

Mary Kelling

Kanorado

TotheEditor:

Thereisno control viatheballot box.

Many people have become so discouraged
by yearsof fiscal abuse by elected officialsat
all levels of government that they no longer
vote. Not al, but many elected officialsdo not
havetheinterestsof thepeopleat heart. Instead
they areinterested in maintaining their power
by stayingin office, andthusthey becomeeasy
marksfor special interest groups.

Thepeopledeservetheright to havecontrol
over the amount of money the government
takes from them. Slow economic growth
means that taxpayers need their money more
than ever. Low population numbers means
there areless of usto shoulder theload of ex-
cess government spending. Those who we
electtoofficearenotinterestedinlessgovern-
ment; they areinterestedinjob security. They
have had yearsto prove awillingness to cut
back andit hasnot happened. Itishightimethat
control of the purse stringsis given back to
thosewho haveto providethefunds.

dick
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Arkansas governorship in 1980, and the les-
son hedrew — don’'t messwith people'scars
—resonated deeply inhispolitical worldview.

Originally, Clinton had resisted raising gas
pricesandtriedinsteadto passAl Gore swell-
nigh-incomprehensible plan to tax energy
based onits BTU output. But nobody under-
stood the tax and Congress, reverting to the
tried and true, raised gas taxes instead. Ever
since, Clinton had watched gaspricesintently.

“1f gasgoesdown or staysthesame, I' |l be
OK,” he told me. “But if it goes up, I'm
cooked.”

And in the spring of 1996, as the summer
driving season approached, gas prices were
spiking. Republicans, eager totiethepricesto
theClintontax hike, introduced | egislationto
repeal the nickel increase and forced Clinton
todefendit evenaspricesrose.

Clinton was obsessed with gas prices. We
wouldtalk about themall thetime. Every poll
probed the issue and measured the level of
popular animosity over their increaseand the
extent towhich Clintonhimself got theblame.

from our
readers

® to the editor

TheTaxpayer’sBill of Rightsisoneinstru-
ment that enabl estaxpayerstohavemorecon-

When we were alonein the White House, af-
ter thestaff had been put to bed, Clintonwould
ask my adviceon theissueand wewould dis-
cusstheneedto get the Saudistoincreasepro-
duction.

In direct and indirect ways, Clinton sent
messages to the Saudi monarchy: If you want
tohelpme, you'll increase oil production and
hold down prices. When oil production rose
and the pricebegantolevel off asthe summer
faded, and thenreturnto normal, thepresident
wasrelieved.

Until Freeh spoke out, | didn’t know that
Clinton had failed to pressthe Saudistoletin
the FBI. But his reasons for not doing so are
quiteclear.

For him to have picked up the phone and
demandedthat the Saudislet the FBI question
their suspects would have risked annoying
them by implying skepticism about their
toughnessonterrorism. And Clinton could not
risk alienating Riyadh.

So even as Clinton was mouthing his deter-
mination to find those responsible for the
bombing, he was sending the Saudis a mes-
sage, by hisrefusal tomakethephonecall, that
Freeh’sdemandswerenot histop priority. Gas
priceswere.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. E-mail him as dmredding
@aol.com

lay’s message?

trol over government spending. All concerned
taxpayers should givethishill their consider-
ation.

Harry Bishop

Goodland

PS: Thirty states have somekind of spend-
ing limit formula. Kansasisone of 20 that do
not.
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