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How do you shop for Christmas safely, securely?

Dear Attorney General Kline:

I’m gearing up to do my Christ-
mas shopping soon. I want to make
sure that [ not only get the best deals
[ can, but also shop as safely and
securely as possible. What kinds of
things should I keep in mind?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Giving gifts to your family and
friends this time of year can be alot
of fun, provided you are a careful
shopper.

There are many ways to show
your loved ones that you care, but
your family and friends aren’t the
only ones who enjoy receiving
“presents” this holiday season.

Criminals, too, have become
more adept at taking advantage of
advancing technologies. It pays to
be a safe and savvy consumer, and
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hopefully these tips will help make
your holiday season a more positive
experience for you.

*Don’tlet your credit card out of
your sight, and keep your driver’s
license, social security number and
phone number out of sight as well.
Such information should be
guarded like the keys to your house
— they are the keys to your bank
accounts. Should this information
be printed on your current checks,
consider another form of payment
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or have these changed
to include only re-
quired information.

* Keep all receipts
from your purchases.
Many stores offer gift
receipts that you can
include in the package
to make returns easier.

* Understand the merchant’s re-
fund or return policy before you buy
because return and refund policies
vary from store to store. There is no
law requiring a store to adhere to a
specific policy, so know the details
before you buy.

* Understand the store’s policy on
gift cards and gift certificates.
These often cannot be redeemed for
cash and may not be applicable for
some merchandise. Also, there may

District Traffic

The following fines were paid in
the Sherman County District Court:

Oct.2 — CoryD. Vandegriff was
fined $90 for speeding.

Oct. 4 — Robert W. Bower-
master was fined $132 for speeding.

Emily A. Howard was fined $126
for speeding.

Dennis J. Laclair was fined $231
for speeding.

Barbara L. Morton was fined
$102 for speeding and $10 for not

wearing a seat belt.

Cara L. Self was fined $126 for
speeding.

Oct. 5 — Rafael R. Avalos was
fined $108 for speeding, and $300
for no insurance.

Oct. 6 — Ernest B. Fagan was
fined $126 for improper parking.

Frank D. Hermansen was fined
$150 for speeding.

David D. Leberknight was fined
$186 for speeding.

Oct.7 — Christian G. Lopez was

fined $120 for unsafe turning or
stopping; failure to give proper sig-
nal and $10 for not wearing the seat
belt.

Linda B. Snethen was dismissed
from operating a motor vehicle
without a valid license.

Gregory Soberal was fined $124
for motor carrier; insurance for ve-
hicles without Kansas motor carrier

permits.
Jonathon W. Stout was fined
$168 for speeding.
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

be an expiration date for using the
certificate, and some stores deduct
afee from the value of the gift card
if it is not used within a certain pe-
riod of time.

* If considering a gift card or gift
certificate, you should buy only
from reputable, financially sound
merchants. If the merchant should
gooutof business, the gift card will
be worthless.

* Keep delivery time in mind.
When buying gifts via the Internet
or catalog, consider whether you
can buy that item locally. Purchas-
ing locally can often reduce prob-
lems with returns and refunds. Also
consider whether the Internet or
catalog merchant can ship the mer-
chandise in time for the holidays.
The Internet and discount catalogs
can often be a source of great bar-
gains, but don’t forget to factor in

shipping costs. Sometimes that bar-
gainisn’tso attractive once the ship-
ping and handling costs are added.

* Read the fine print on rebates.
Rebates sound great and can often
save you money, but only if you
mail them in on time. You should
immediately complete the rebate
form and mail in all of the required
materials. For larger rebate
amounts, it may be wise to mail the
materials via certified mail, return
receiptrequested. Remember, these
rebate claims often take six to eight
weeks to process, sometimes more.
If you charge items to your credit
card and don’t pay off the entire
balance each month, realize that
you could be paying interest or fi-
nance charges on the full price of the
rebated merchandise for months
until you receive that rebate check
to apply to your credit card bill.

Also, carefully consider the worth
of the rebate if you are required to
enter a long-term contract or com-
mitment in order to get the rebate.

Finally, remember if during your
shopping you come across a deal
that is too good to be true, it prob-
ably is.

Attorney General Phill Kline of-
fers this public service to help you
avoid becoming a victim of con-
sumer fraud. Although some of the
details have been changed, the
cases appearing in this column are
based onactual complaints or ques-
tions.

For information or to file a com-
plaint, write Attorney General Phill
Kline, Consumer Protection Divi-
sion, 120 SW 10th Ave., Second
Floor, Topeka, Kan. 66612, or call
the toll-free Consumer Hotline, I-
800-432-2310.
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I BLUEVILLE NURSERY, INC. is taking applications for a Garden Store Plant

-

A reminder about individual health insurance.
A “take your pick” reminder.

A Health Savings Account combined with a High
Deductible Health Plan from American Family may lower
your premiums and allows you the freedom to decide how
and where to spend your health care dollars—while the
dollars you don’t spend accumulate tax-free. To learn more,
call your American Family agent today. So you can check
health insurance off your list, and off your mind.
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Chandra L Ruhs Agenc:
516 E Hwy 24
Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-7337 Bus
cruhs@amfam.com

m
AMERICAN FAMILY
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All your protection under one roof*

Have you heard

about the 900 Ib.
Gorilla?

Call for (ma) e
details! &
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Finott Sest
DBools

has gone online

Order at
knottjustbooks.spreadtheword.com
or call Linda at
785-890-6444

Reading — a part of life!

SHELTER

INSURANCE

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR  FARM * BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

American Financial Group

of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB -

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”

Stock market have you SCARED?

See us for Alternative Investments!!!
www.lamerican-financial.com

Sheryl Davis

Registered Representative
1109 Main ® Goodland, Kan.
¢ 785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth
Registered Principal
470 14th St. ® Burlington, Colo.
e 719-346-9435

www.bluevillenursery.com.
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-~ Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the

Star-News and

AFFORDABLE
HEALTH
INSURANCE
OF
WESTERN KANSAS

Major Medical Coverage
Let us shop for you!

Toni Eder, Agent @
1-877-587-2535

|
Manager until Jan. 13, 2006. We are looking for a self-motivated, |
high-energy, goal-driven individual. That person must have retail |
experience (positive people skills are essential), supervisory skills, plant knowledge |
(trees, shrubs, annuals & perennials) and the ability to do |

physical work. The position will have a full benefit package and pay |
commensurate with experience. |

Apply at the Garden Store , 4539 Anderson, Manhattan, KS |

or through our e-mail: bluevill@flinthills.com, to the attention of Lesa Sailor. |

I

Blueville Nursery is an equal opportunity employer.

The Country Advocate.
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p& D Buildel,s

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Etc. *
+ Remodels & Additions *

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

NE\XX/ SYSTEM

WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc.

Preobessicnal
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Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214
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Pro Floor Care

Carpet and Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialists!
Call for This Month’s Steam

Cleaning
785-462-8313

Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138
Commercial and Residential Carpet
Office and Dining Room Chairs

Recliners - Sofas - Autos
Drop off at our location or we can steam clean at your location

Special!
Cell: 443-1091

solutions. Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net
MARTIN Advanced Auto Body

[SENOUR Jason Finley Ho=
PAINTS] 403 E. 19th St ~ Goodland KS 67735 e

785-899-55555 Fax: 785-899-7225
The staff of Advanced Auto Body would like to announce our most
recent accomplishment. In addition to ASE certified technicians,
Martin Senour lifetime warranty paint, and OEM glass replacement,
we are now a GM certified repair facility. We are very proud of this
achievement and hope that we can help ease the pain of that
unexpected accident. We go the extra mile to help our customers
feel confident that their car is in the hands of trained professionals
who know how to do the job right and proudly guarantee their work

for the life of the vehicle.

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall » Painting

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Serving the tri-state area.

¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors ®* Windows e Siding ® Decks ¢ Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264
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Highway 27, Goodland, KS

(785) 899-2346 or 1-800-525-3701
www.finleymotorsinc.com
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