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Give from the heart, rather than the pocketbook

ITknow I’ve done it. A child, fam-
ily member or friend has told me
about a particular item they’ve
been dreaming about for months
buthaven’t bought for themselves
because it was “just too expen-
sive.”

It’sthe holiday season, and I want
them to be happy by receiving ex-
actly what they want, so I buy it
eventhoughitis very expensive and
much more than what I had bud-
geted.

The holiday season is about giv-
ing thanks, about family, about
good will towards your fellow men,
and unfortunately, about going into
the poor house.

The National Retail Federation
expects consumers to spend $435.3
billion this holiday season, which
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means each of us will spend an av-
erage of $738.

Twenty-eight percent of us will
put those purchases on credit cards.
Andliving in atime when the aver-
age credit card debt per household
reached arecord of $9,3121n 2004,
we need toremember we don’tneed
to give the world to our family and
friends. Many times a gift from the
heart will make them smile just as
much.
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It’s hard to remem-
ber that the holidays
aren’t about “things”
when we are in the
grips of the most im-
portant season for re-
tailers. Advertise-
ments are bombarding
us, credit card compa-
nies are increasing creditlimits, and
holiday lists are growing.

Before you head out to the stores
or start shopping on-line, here’s
some advice:

* Develop a spending plan and
shopping list. Decide how much
you are going to spend on each per-
son and stick to it. Go over the shop-
ping list twice. If people are on the
list that you haven’t spoken to or
seen in the past year, maybe a card

would be more appropriate than a
gift.

* Give thoughtto the gifts you are
planning to purchase. The most
thoughtful gifts are not always the
most expensive ones. The secret to
thoughtful gifts is to be observant
all year long to determine some-
thing very special for the people on
your list. Thoughtful gift-giving
helps to decrease impulse buying.

e Compromise. Gift cards are a
great compromise. You can spend
exactly what you had budgeted and
the recipient can purchase exactly
what they want. Butbe aware of the
terms and policies of each gift card
you purchase. The rules vary per
merchant, and many charge service
fees that could impact the value of
the card. Remember to keep your

receipts. Many merchants can re-
place cards if they are lost or stolen,
provided the original receiptis pre-
sented.

¢ Increase your income during the
holiday season. Many businesses
are hiring seasonal help. Start a
baby-sitting service for all those
holiday party-goers or even start a
gift wrapping service in your neigh-
borhood. There are many opportu-
nities to earn a little extra cash dur-
ing this time of year. Take advan-
tage if you can.

* Only use credit cards if you
spend an amount you can pay off in
the next 30 days. Follow your
spending plan and use the cards as
you would use cash. If you don’t
have the cash and won’t have it in
the next month, assume you cannot

afford to purchase the item.

*Becreative. There are anumber
of ways to reduce spending during
this season. Bake cookies instead of
buying them. Take advantage of
free gift wrapping at the stores.
Draw names at work and home. In-
stead of buying one gift for every-
one, buy one for one person.

T'hope your holiday season is full
of family, friends, love, laughter
and celebration. Remember the best
of all gifts during this holiday sea-
son s the presence of the people you
hold most dear to you all wrapped
up in each other.

From my family to yours, have a
happy holiday and a prosperous
new year!

LynnJenkins/Kansas State Trea-
surer

District Traffic

The following fines were paid in
the Sherman County District Court:

Oct.9 — AdrienneJ. Sandhouse
was fined $126 for speeding and
$10 for not wear a seat belt.

Erin E. Schneider, fines rein-
stated $138 for speeding.

Maria E. Schnell was fined $114
for improper parking and $10 not
wearing seat belts.

SaraK. Sneath was fined $114 for
improper parking and $180 for fail-

Your KEY to business success.

ure to yield to emergency vehicle.

Oct. 11 — William Ernest Blan-
ton was fined $295 for over weight
limits on wheels and axles.

Oct.12 — Cheng Y. He was fined
$159 for improper parking.

Oct.13 — ShaneR. Benham was
fined $120 for unlawful acts with
vehicle.

Matthew S. Lesher was fined
$168 for speeding.

Ronald M. Maierhoffer was fined
$225 for over weight limits on

wheels and axles.

Lane A. Phelps was fined $120
for speeding.

Oct. 14 _ Phillip A. Barrios was
fined $132 for speeding.

Oct. 15 — Travis M. Bates was
fined $144 for speeding.

Mahaman S. Ganga was fined
$108 for over weight limits on
wheels and axles.

Michael D. Wheelhouse was

fined $168 for speeding.
Oct. 16 — Sharon L. Brown was

fined $240 for speeding.
Michael W. Lindsey was fined
$36 for speeding and $120 for fol-

lowing another vehicle too
closely.

Jaime Miranda-Munoz was fined
$120 for speeding.

Mark D. Yurik was fined $204 for
improper parking.

Oct.17 — Selena E. Cabera was
fined $138 for speeding.

Shane A. Grantham was fined
$90 for speeding.

[] ' []

9
U

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

A reminder about individual health insurance.
A “take your pick” reminder

A Health Savings Account combined with a High
Deductible Health Plan from American Family may lower
your premiums and allows you the freedom to decide how
and where to spend your health care dollars—while the
dollars you don’t spend accumulate tax-free. To learn more,
call your American Family agent today. So you can check
health insurance off your list, and off your mind.
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Chandra L Ruhs Agenc:
516 E Hw

Goodlan d KS 67735
(785) 890-7337 Bus
cruhs@amfam.com
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All your protection under one roof™

Have you heard

about the 900 Ib.
Gorilla?
Call for (-.... A
details! ’

899- f ¢
2338 LA

Firott Jest
Boolts
has gone online
Order at
knottjustbooks.spreadtheword.com

or call Linda at
785-890-6444

Reading — a part of life!

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM * BUSINESS

SHELTER

INSURANCE

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

American Financial Group

of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB -

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”

Stock market have you SCARED?

See us for Alternative Investments!!!
www.lamerican-financial.com

Sheryl Davis

Registered Representative
1109 Main ® Goodland, Kan.
¢ 785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth
Registered Principal
470 14th St. ® Burlington, Colo.
e 719-346-9435

DarleneJ. Hefner was fined $144
for speeding.

Bradley T. Mullenix was fined
$150 for speeding.

Michelle R. Scheidenlein was
fined $138 for speeding.

Que D. Vo was fined $126 for
speeding.

Oct. 18 — Bryan Donald John-
son was fined $138 for speeding.

Oct. 19 — Howard D. Hatfield
was fined $120 for speeding.

Jay S. Merriner was fined $138

- Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the

Star-News and

AFFORDABLE
HEALTH
INSURANCE
OF
WESTERN KANSAS

Major Medical Coverage
Let us shop for you!

Toni Eder, Agent @
1-877-587-2535

for speeding.

Casey A. Stamereilers was fined
$186 for speeding.

Oct. 20 — Cesar M. Deguzman
was fined $150 for speeding.

Oct. 21 — Elizabeth Scott Mac-
leod was fined $144 for speeding
and dismissed for nothaving insur-
ance.

Shawna R. Schaffer was fined
$132 for improper parking.

Oct.22 — Tuesday D. Sminchak
was fined $120 for speeding.
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Etc. *
+ Remodels & Additions *

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

NENXX/ SYSTEM

Proebessicnal

WINDOW
CLEANING

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc.
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Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

MARTIN

Advanced Auto Body

Pro Floor Care

Carpet and Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialists!
Call for This Month’s Steam

Cleaning
785-462-8313 -

Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138
Commercial and Residential Carpet
Office and Dining Room Chairs

Recliners - Sofas - Autos
Drop off at our location or we can steam clean at your location

Special!
Cell: 443-1091
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for the life of the vehicle.

Jason Finley AS:
403 E. 19th St ~ Goodland KS 67735

785-899-55555 Fax: 785-899-7225
The staff of Advanced Auto Body would like to announce our most
recent accomplishment. In addition to ASE certified technicians,
Martin Senour lifetime warranty paint, and OEM glass replacement,
we are now a GM certified repair facility. We are very proud of this
achievement and hope that we can help ease the pain of that
unexpected accident. We go the extra mile to help our customers
feel confident that their car is in the hands of trained professionals
who know how to do the job right and proudly guarantee their work

CERTIFIED
@

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting *
Doors ¢ Windows ¢ Siding ® Decks
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Serving the tri-state area.

Flooring ® Roofing
Ramps

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264
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Deract

Dacee
Stot

Highway 27, Goodland, KS

(785) 899-2346 or 1

-800-525-3701

www.finleymotorsinc.com




