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Warm weather nota record yet

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Unseasonably warm weather is
getting attention, forecasters say,
buttemperatures inthe areahaven’t
broken any records yet.

Meteorologist Dave Floyd with
the National Weather Service office
in Goodland said the high of 70 on
Tuesday was notable, but no record.

Mary Knapp, a weather data li-
brarian with K-State Extension in
Manhattan, said the record for Jan.
3was71in1997.Jan.2,1997,seta
record of 72 degrees.

“That was awarmyear,” she said.

Floyd said the warm weather the
past few weeks can be attributed to
a change in the wind.

“It really is dependent on which
way the upper wind is blowing,” he
said, adding that this time of year,
the winds in the upper atmosphere
normally come out of the north-
northwest, as they did during the
unusually cold snap in December.

That week, he said, there was a
“persistent northerly flow of air”
that pulled down Arctic air from
Canada.

Recently, the upper winds have
been pulling in the mild, warmer air
of the Pacific and American South-
west. The warm air has been sitting
over the region, and Floyd said.
Basically, he said, it’s all amatter of
chance during the winter.

“Someone somewhere else is

paying for it,” he added.

The warmth has persisted be-
cause the snow from November and
December has all melted off, the
forecaster noted. With no snow to
reflectback the sunlight, the ground
has been able to warm up, and it’s
made iteasier for the weather to stay
warm.

“Itcanbe aself-feeding pattern,”
Floyd said.

Over the short term, he added,
temperatures should stay in the low
50s, and continue to be above nor-
mal. The highs have been 25 to 30
degrees above normal.

“That’s pretty significant,” he
said. “No doubt about it.”

There will be inevitable cold

pushes, Floyd said, so people can
expect normal winter weather to
return over the next couple of
months, but patterns indicate the
weather will be more mild than
cold.

Floyd said Goodland precipita-
tion over the 2000-2005 period is
down 25 inches from normal.

“That’s fairly representative of
the area,” he said. “On average, it’s
been dry over the long haul.”

The area doesn’t normally get
much precipitation this time of year,
he said. The average for January is
just.43 of an inch. For December,
January and February, he said, it’s
typically less than a half-inch per
month.

First-class postage stamps go up two cents

Check your stamps. Mailing a
letter will cost you 39 cents to mail
this week, an increase of two cents.

First-class postage went up 5.4
percent increase on Sunday. The
price had not increased since June
2002, the Postal Service said, when
itcost 34 cents to mail a letter. Post-
cards went up one cent, from 23 to
24 cents.

Every cent increase in gasoline
prices costs the post office about a
million dollars, said Steve Schultz,
postmaster in Goodland.

The new stamps feature a picture
of the Statue of Liberty with a flag.

They don’t have a price on them as
yet, he said, because they were pro-
duced before the new rates were set.

The Postal Service made money
last year, but officials say costs are
going up. Most of the blame for this
year’sincrease, though, goes to Con-
gress and the Bush Administration.

A federal law approved in 2003
requires the Postal Service to pay
$3.1 billion a year into an escrow
account, with use of the money to
be determined by Congress. The
money represents excess pension
contributions the service has not
been paying and doesn’towe. How-

ever the overpayment goes into the
treasury and makes the federal defi-
cit look smaller, so the administra-
tion has opposed changing the law.

“There were also some financial
things the post office was told by the
Postal Rate Commission to take
care of,” said Schultz.

Late last year, the Postal Service
governors accepted a recommenda-
tion to raise the cost of a letter, along
with most other postal rates. Priority
and express mail will also increase.

“The Goodland Post Office ran
out of 37 cent stamps about two
weeks ago and we began selling the
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

new ones,” said Schultz.

The post office has two-cent and
one-cent stamps to bring old stamps
up to the correct amount, Schultz
said.

Many post offices have auto-
mated machines and changing the
rates is not a big deal, he said.

The postmaster said anything
with Saturday’s postmark would fall
under the old rates. Anything mailed
after that need the new postage.

“The new rates went into effect
Sunday,” Schultz said. “After we
closed Saturday, our new rates were
implemented.”
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“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM + BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974
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www.shelterinsurance.com
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Finott Jest

has gone online

Order at
knottjustibooks.spreadtheword.com
or call Linda at
785-890-6444

Reading — a part of life!

Goodland

Let Advertising work
for you!
Call Anne or Yvonne

785-899-2338

Star-News

American Financial Group

of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB -

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”

Stock market have you SCARED?
See us for Alternative Investments!!!

www.lamerican-financial.com

Sheryl Davis

Registered Representative
1109 Main ® Goodland, Kan.
* 785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth
Registered Principal
470 14th St. ¢ Burlington, Colo.
® 719-346-9435

Isaiah, 1, enjoyed the warm weather Saturday afternoon in the
company of his short-sleeved parents C.J. and Jackie Shinette.
The temperatures dropped a bit Sunday and Monday, but were

expected to rebound into the high 50s on Wednesday.
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

- Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.
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WESTERN KANSAS General Contractor
Major Medical Coverage Concrete Work * Patios & Decks

Let us shop for you!
Toni Eder, Agent @
1-877-587-2535

+ Garages & Efc. *
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060
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Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Advanced Auto Body

Pro Floor Care

Carpet and Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialists!
Call for This Month’s Steam
Cleaning Special!
785-462-8313 - Cell: 443-1091
Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138
Commercial and Residential Carpet
Office and Dining Room Chairs

Recliners - Sofas - Autos
Drop off at our location or we can steam clean at your location

Jason Finle AS=

CERTIFED

403 E. 19th St ~ Goodla}:1d KS 67735 ¢
' 785-899-55555 Fax: 785-899-7225
The staff of Advanced Auto Body would like to announce our most
recent accomplishment. In addition to ASE certified technicians,
Martin Senour lifetime warranty paint, and OEM glass replacement,
we are now a GM certified repair facility. We are very proud of this
achievement and hope that we can help ease the pain of that
unexpected accident. We go the extra mile to help our customers
feel confident that their car is in the hands of trained professionals
who know how to do the job right and proudly guarantee their work
for the life of the vehicle.

Residential & Commercial

Local DURO-LAST
FREE ESTIMATES

Contractor
785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc.

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ® Flooring ¢ Roofing
Doors ®* Windows ¢ Siding ® Decks ¢ Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE (785)332-3370
St. Francis, KS 67756 Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.
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Dertacl Stor

Highway 27, Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2346 or 1-800-525-3701
www.finleymotorsinc.com




