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from our viewpoint...

Preparedness begins
with good people

Every emergency is local to those who need help — and for
the first to give it.

No matter what happens, the people closest to the scene are
the first to arrive, and what they do to handle the situation will
go along way in determining the outcome.

Having an emergency plan is a good idea, but having a group
of dedicated volunteers who know the plan and how to handle
themselves in an emergency is better.

Sherman County can be proud of the effort shown in the
Thanksgiving weekend blizzard, and the people who helped have
arenewed understanding of the old Boy Scout motto, “Be Pre-
pared.”

People from all over the county came together during that
storm to take care of the over 1,000 people who were stranded
here, and to help their friends and neighbors. The storm is some-
thing that only comes along once in 25 years or so, we hope, but
there are usually at least two or three times during a winter that
snow and wind shut down I-70.

The weather service usually can give a day or two advance
warning for bad weather, and frequently they are overly cautious
about when or how much snow the High Plains will get. Over
the years they have learned — as have those of us who grew up
on the Plains — that the openness can make ground blizzard con-
ditions very dangerous.

Power problems caused additional frustration and problems
for residents, along with the huddled masses at the Methodist
Church, the armory and Max Jones Fieldhouse.

Several lessons were learned in the course of that three days,
and the members of the county’s new Local Emergency Plan-
ning Committee are working on some of the things that hap-
pened.

Good volunteers are needed to be part of a Community Emer-
gency Response Team and a Red Cross Disaster Team. These
volunteers can be trained to be the lead responders in an emer-
gency. Dangerous times can take a lot of forms, including tor-
nadoes, fires, blizzards and dust storms, as well as a possible ter-
rorist attack or bioterrorism incident.

Having a couple teams of people who can be first on the scene
to begin helping and organizing the relief effort could make all
the difference in how people work together and how well the
community comes through.

Disasters today have taken on a different look with the Home-
land Security efforts that followed the airplane hijackings on
Sept. 11,2001. If you listen to the people who plan for emergen-
cies, there are all kinds of dangers we need to be prepared for,
and the ones from Mother Nature might be far down on that list.

Training for the Community Emergency Response Team is
coming upin March, and officials hope several people from Sher-
man County can attend to form a nucleus for a larger team to or-
ganize through the Neighborhood Watch program. Anyone in-
terested in learning more about this should call Judy McKee at
890-5188. For the Red Cross, call Curtis Duncan, 899-2309, or
Roberta Bretz, 890-3736. We have good police and sheriff’s of-
ficers, fire fighters and emergency medical people, but they will
need helpandrelief if anemergency is widespread or lasts longer
than a day.

Today is a good time to think about how you can help and vol-
unteer. — Tom Betz
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Hating the federal deficit

Everyone hates the federal budget deficit,
but nobody does anything about it.

The deficit, fueled by war costs and ever-ris-
ing “entitlements,” is out of control.

Congress is incapable of acting, it seems.

The deficit this year is lurching toward $580
billion.

Total debt is now $8.1 trillion dollars.

Only war and welfare cost more than the
burden of this debt.

Interest on the national debt will be $356 bil-
lion this year, larger than the budgets of all but
two federal departments: Defense, and Health
and Human Services.

Time was when Democrats pushed to spend
more every year, and Republicans tried to cut
the budget.

Then the Republicans gotin power, control-
ling the White House and both sides of Con-
gress.

They cut taxes, but not spending, gambling
thathigher incomes would more than make up
for the tax cuts.

It worked, but guess what?
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Spending still rose faster than income.

Now it’s the Democrats who call for a bal-
anced budget while Republicans deliver
record deficits.

Why?

They don’t mean it. Democrats still want to
spend.

They don’t have to make the Republicans
look bad, though. The GOPhas done thatto it-
self.

Given the chance to show some leadership
and do something about the national debt, the
Republicans ran the other way.

Only Bill Clinton posted abalanced budget.
Not Ronald Reagan. Not George W. Bush.

To be fair, Clinton came to power during an
unprecedented boom. Tax money rolled in
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oesn't solve it

faster than Congress could spend it.

George Bushinherited a failing economy and
plunging tax revenue. He did what he promised
and cut taxes. Then a couple of wars sucked up
the money his economic moves generated.

AndwithRepublicansin powereverywhere,
the country has its worst deficits, its largest debt
and its worst trade balance ever.

Some legacy.

What happens next?

Federal spending is out of control. No one
in Congress will vote to cut any program, be-
cause every program has its pressure group.

We all have our favorites.

Some day, though, Social Security will col-
lapse. Mr. Bush is right about that.

Some day, the debt will grow so large we
won’t be able to pay the interest.

Other countries will stop loaning us money.

Some day, this country is going to be broke.

The way things work in Washington, no one
will make a move until it’s too late.

Not a pretty picture, but there’s nothing on
the horizon to suggestit won’thappen that way.

Veterans should continue cooperative effort

During the Kansas legislative session last
year, I carried aresolution asking for another 60-
plus years of cooperation between the Kansas
Commission on Veterans Affairs and the Ameri-
can Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars.

I did this to ensure service and support for
Kansas veteran’s programs, including filing
claims with the federal Department of Veter-
ans Affairs.

My intention is for the State of Kansas to
continue to furnish employees to veteran ser-
vice groups that will help with accreditation,
training, and offices for the state employees
housed in our VA hospitals.

This has been an effective partnership serv-
ing veterans and their families, but it is being
dismantled by the state Veterans Commission.
Positions have continually been eliminated as
VFW and American Legion service officers
have retired or died. These vacancies present
a serious disservice to our veterans and their
families seeking claims.

The commission executive director’s solu-
tion would be to hire a “pure veterans commis-
sion” employee and have veterans groups train
and furnish office space for these people, who
would, of course, meet the minimum qualifi-
cation of the commission. Our veterans orga-
nizations have arighttobe concerned, because
these employees could lack experience and
qualifications needed tounderstand the claims
being filed by veterans, especially our senior
veterans.

I'met with state adjutant quartermaster of the
VFW, Darell Bencken, concerning this. I’'m
aware the governor has added $400,000 to the
veterans commission budget, butlamnotcon-
vinced this will solve the problem. I met with
areviser to getan exemption in the wording of
the bill for veteran’s service representative of
the commission to receive a stipend from vet-
erans service organizations in addition to their
full-time compensation. This House Bill No,
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2565 has been filed with the Appropriation
Committee and has broad support.

Two questions need to be asked of your leg-

islators: will dissolving this partnership be-
tween the state veterans commission and the
veteran’s organizations be beneficial to Kan-
sas veterans and their families? If not, then who
does benefit and how?

Atatime when we have our young men and
women returning from the war in Iraq, along
with the many veterans of past wars, we need
to be sure the veterans have a voice as to
whether this partnership is dissolved.
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I HAVE A

DAAAATE/!

IT'S THE
END OF THE
WORLP

AS WE
KNOW IT!




