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6 5—cents—per—bushelwheatwas growingon $10land

The past and future of Northwest
Kansas agriculture was regional
news even a century ago. Wheat
was recognized as the cash crop to
beat — 65-cents-per-bushel wheat
on $101and! The Goodland Repub-
lic reprinted an article that had first
appeared in eastern Nebraska.

SHORTGRASS COUNTRY

PASSING
Modern Farming Methods are
Making
Northwestern Kansas

That northwestern Kansas is in
the eye of daily newspapers and a
multitude of people looking for
homes and investmentis evidenced
by the great amount of publicity it
enjoys; one item in the great mass
of literature about northwestern
Kansas being dated at Lincoln,
Neb.,Feb. 17,(1906) and printed in
the Kansas City Journal, as fol-
lows:

The short grass country israpidly
diminishing in area. Within three
years, the redemption to agriculture
of the vast plains of northwestern
Kansas will be practically com-
plete.

Ten years ago, there were many
houses in this region. Most of them
were sod. Few of them were occu-
pied. A short time before, when the
eastern money loaner was easier
than he is now, men borrowed to the
limit and then abandoned the farms
they had hastily measured outupon
the prairie.

The new breed of settlers is dif-
ferent. They come here from other
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parts of the west. They know the
climate’s vagaries, and they know
what the soil will bring forth. That
is true they have proved by their
garnering of wheat crops upon land
that cost them but a third of the value
of what it raises.

There are sod houses left, but they
are mostly vacant. They mark the
going settler, not the man who has
arrived. In their stead are frame
structures.

The experiment station agricul-
turists and the farmers of northwest-
ern Kansas have combined in the
work of redemption. The former
discovered what could be best
raised in this section, and the latter
has followed his directions.

Wheat, corn, barley, oats, alfalfa
and kaffir corn are the principal
products nowadays. When a man
can raise 25 to 30 bushels of 65¢
wheat on $10 land, he is doing re-
ally well. There is so much profitin
raising wheat at the current prices
onthe cheap land of that section that
the farmers look upon the building
of granaries as an unnecessary ex-
pense and jeer at the man who sug-
gests holding for better prices.

The farmer of northwestern Kan-

‘marcia

® from the vault

sas is not in-
clined to be sat-
isfied with the
modest acres of
his eastern col-
leagues. The
thing that im-
presses visitors
mostis the great
number of acres that one man tends,
or rather attempts to manage.

The cheapness of the land
tempted the cupidity of the first-
comers, and the productiveness of
the soil incited them to take in as
much land as they could see. Not
an uncommon sight in this section
is to see a man and a boy or two
men farming a half section of 320
acres.

The man whodoesn’ttend atleast
ahalf section is rather looked down
upon as aone-horse farmer. The real
farmer cares not so much for the
yield per acre as for the yield per
farm.

The size of the implements in use
are proportioned to the area of the
farms, and nothing that does not re-
quire four horses to operate itis con-
sidered worth buying.

Cornis somewhat of astranger to
this section, but the persevering
farmers have discovered the secret
of productivity. The ground is eas-
ily kept clean, and often but one
plowing is all that it gets. The stalk
does not grow as tall as in the east-
ern part of the state, but it contains
as many ears and as many bushels
to the acre. (The rest of the article
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is unreadable.)

The previous article talked about
the price of land in Sherman County
in 1906. An advertisement in the
same paper, dated Feb. 23, offered
the following:

Sherman County Land
For Sale

List of Sherman County land for
sale, with prices subject to change
of prior sale, without notice. Terms
on time, one-half cash, balance in
one, two and three years, at 7 per-
cent. (Prices listed for quarter sec-
tions are cash prices. A few ex-
amples are given below:)

NE 1/4 11-6-42 ........... $700
SW 1/46-6-40 ............ $600
SW 1/418-9-38 ....... $1,600
NW 1/431-6-40 ......... $900

Apply to: Leonard Everett, 18
Pearl Street, Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Of course wheat wasn’t the only
thing selling ata good price then. But
with all the ham and bacon, one had
tohave eggs (or chickens first?) too.

Fat Hogs

R.L. Peters brought 20 fathogs to
town (Goodland) Tuesday. Some of
the bunch were shoats, but the 20
averaged 284 pounds each. Ben
Jayne, the weigher, said it was the
heaviest bunch he had ever
weighed. The lot brought the lump
sum of $284.

Eggs for Sale

Eggs from thoroughbred Light

Brama chickens, 50¢ per setting of

13 eggs. Call at southwest 33-6-39,
or address me at Goodland, Kan.,
D.D. Parker.
Buff Leghorns

The kind mother used to raise.
Eggs for hatching, 5¢ apiece; a set-
ting or two of these eggs and then
you can sit by the fire and smoke
your pipe of clay. C.E. Biddison.

A familiar name in this commu-
nity was in the news, more than
likely a bittersweet move for the
gentleman:
Leaves for Arkansas This Week

E.N. Finley, for 20 years a resi-
dent of Sherman County, left this
week for Hardy, Sharp County,
Ark., near which town he has pur-
chased a 200-acre farm, 65 acres
being bottom land. He said he was
going to keep his Sherman County
farm, which lies two miles from
Brewster, in case he would want to
come back to a “good country.”

Mrs Jane Finley, his mother, will
follow him to the new home in a few
weeks. Mr. Finley’s wife died about
two years ago, and hence his mother
will keep house for him. His three
little boys will remain with their
uncle, J.J. Finley, of Brewster.

Sherman County rural schools
were also newsworthy. An article
written by the superintendent gives
insight to the activities of some of
the school districts:

Educational Notes
Schooldistrict No. 24 has just fin-

ished anew frame school building.
It cost about $600. Miss Mary
Johnson began afour-months’term
as teacher last Monday.

Miss Jeannie Cuthbertson fin-
ished her school in district No. 47
last Friday. Miss Cuthbertson is
making a grand success as ateacher.

G.L. Brokaw of Dresden is teach-
ing in district No. 85. Mr. Brokaw
is alawyer by profession.

Miss Nellie Marks and Miss Ha-
zel Odell, teachers of the Kanarado
school, gave asocial for their pupils
last Friday evening.

Social news “short takes” of 1906
continued to appear in the popular
column, sometimes without much
explanation:

TOLD INALINE

J.R. Burrow, secretary of state;
George W. Wheatly, railroad com-
missioner; W.H. Haskell, warden
ofthe state penitentiary; E.E. Ames,
national bank examiner and presi-
dent of the First National Bank of
Goodland; and Charles Sessions,
reporter for the Kansas City Jour-
nal, came up to Goodland on No. 41
(Rock Island) Wednesday evening
and returned east on No. 10 at 8
o’clock.

Jacob Lemmer is having a resi-
dence built in the east part of town.
The dimensions are 34x45, and the
building will have five rooms be-
sides bathroom, pantry and two
closets. C.W. Hodgen is building
the house, the contract price being
$1,350.

Look for water damage on cars

Dear Attorney General Kline:

I’'m in the market for a used car
and have recently learned that some
vehicles damaged in last year’s
flooding in the southern United
States are again surfacing in Kan-
sas. How can I make sure that 1
avoid buying one of these damaged
cars?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Unfortunately, you are correct
about vehicles damaged by flood
waters being sold in Kansas and
other states as well. Previously
flooded cars, evenif bought at what
appear to be low prices, can turn
into very expensive vehicles when
it comes to repairing hidden water
damage.

When buying a used vehicle
(flooded or not) from any source,
be it from an individual or a
dealer, keep the following tips in
mind:

1. Research the market. Check
the monthly National Automobile
Dealers Association (N.A.D.A.) or
a similar source to determine the
current value of the vehicle and
make a list from the classified ads
todetermine the local market value.
There are also several good re-
sources available to consumers on-
line.

2. Determine where to buy. Real-
ize that reputable local lots are re-
sponsible to the public, to the Bet-
ter Business Bureau and to state au-
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thorities in a fashion that Ebay sell-
ers and private owners are not.

3. Inspect the vehicle. Drive the
vehicle on the highway and back
Kansasroads testing all options and
equipment. Ifthe vehicle has any of
the following tell-tale signs of
flooding, it is best to steer clear of
it:

* Water marks on the door panels,
radiators, wheel wells or seat cush-
ions.

* Rust on door hinges, hood
spring, under dash brackets, trunk
latches or other areas not usually
reached by road salts.

* Water or moisture droplets in-
side head lamp or tail lamp bezels.

* New Carpet that does not match
the original upholstery.

4. Perform a title history search.
You may do this by ordering the title
history from the Department of
Motor Vehicles, signing up with
CARFAX or asking the seller for
the information. The state where the
car is coming from may require
flood/salvage disclosure on its
titles. You can also ask your insur-
ance agent to run the Vehicle Iden-
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tification Number
(VIN) through the Na-
tional  Insurance
Crime Bureau.

5. After performing
yourinitial inspection,
have an independent,
reliable mechanic or
auto inspection service run a diag-
nostic test.

6.Check to see if the factory war-
ranty is still in effect. Factory war-
ranties are often voided after flood
damage.

A minimal investment of time
spent researching and inspecting a
vehicle before a purchase may al-
low you to sidestep much hardship
later on. For more information on
buying a used car, you can call my
24-hour Consumer Infoline at (785)
296-2424, then select category 4,
recording 3.

Attorney General Phill Kline of-
fers this public service to help you
avoid becoming a victim of con-
sumer fraud. Although some of the
details have been changed, the
cases appearing in this column are
based onactual complaints or ques-
tions.

For information or to file a com-
plaint, write Attorney General Phill
Kline, Consumer Protection Divi-
sion, 120 SW 10th Ave., Second
Floor, Topeka, Kan. 66612, or call
the toll-free Consumer Hotline,
(800)432-2310.

Elwyn Vatcher, a Goodland artist, was on hand at the Carnegie Arts Center last week to dem-
onstrate his watercolor techniques. He painted when he didn’t have any visitors, including a
couple of paintings of the Grand Canyon and another landscape, and took a look at work by
future artists in the Elementary Art display. He said he sold some of his paintings there and has
paintings for sale at the state travel information center on I-70 west of Goodland.
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matters of record

District Traffic

The following fines were paid in
the Sherman County District Court:

Jan.29 — Ronald F. Lake, $205
for over weight limits on wheels and
axles.

Chance R. Roth, $126 for speed-
ing.

Kinsey M. Stiffler, $132 for
speeding.

Jan. 30 — Jelani L. Jenkins, $360
for driving while suspended, 1st
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Teresal. Schaal, $120 for speed-
ing.

Jan. 31 — Humberto Aquirre
Jr.,$111 for unlawful acts with ve-
hicle.
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BAD CREDIT IS NOT A PROBLEM
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ATTENTION GOODLAND, KS RESIDENTS!

We will soon be conducting a mail canvass of Goodland, KS to compile information for
your new 2006 City Directory. Your cooperation in answering the questionnaire will be
greatly appreciated and will help make the Directory accurate and complete.
Due to the State & National DO NOT CALLIist for telemarketers, residents who have put their names on
these lists cannot be contacted. To insure a complete updated directory, we will be updating everyone’s
listings through the US Postal Service.So watch for your letter in the mail. It is important that you check
your listing and return to us any corrections or if you would like to purchase a City Directory.

If you did not receive your letter because of an incorrect address,

or would like to purchase one, please call...
Mon. thru Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

P.O. BOX 265 « BELMOND, IOWA 50421 ¢ E-Mail:cdi@kalnet.com

1-800-374-4691 press 2,

Ask me about a

Crop1 Premium Discount Plan.

SERVICES
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| can offer you the opportunity for a premium discount for the 2006
crop season. Call me today to learn more about how | can help you
protect your bottom line.

Drew Pilger | 1610 Main, Goodland KS 67756 | 785-899-2378
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FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL

Insurance « Investments

www.fbfs com

INSURANCE

The past payments of premium discounts are not a quarantee that future payments will be made or an indication of
the amount of future premium discounts. This institutution is an equal opportunity Frcmiderand emgloyfr. Services
available through Western Agricultural Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IAin

A, KS, MN, NE, SD.




