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Spring storms bring costly property damage

While April showers bring May
flowers, spring storms can bring
costly damage to your property.

In the past, my article on the
spring storm season has arrived in
time to provide helpful information
to homeowners ahead of the storm
season. Butas we witnessed March
12th, the 2006 spring storm season
is ahead of schedule, and many
homeowners in Kansas have al-
ready experienced some significant
damage to their properties.

With the early arrival of severe
weather also comes the continued
probability of weather-related
property losses.

In 2005 the total number of con-
firmed tornadoes in Kansas was
135. This was the highest annual
total for Kansas since 1950 and far
exceeded the norm of 55. Kansas
achieved another record when 19
tornadoes touched down during the
month of November 2005, also
breaking the 1950 record. And we
may be in for yet another record
breaking year.

There are some things you cando
to protect yourself and your belong-
ings before the storm:

* Check your homeowner and
auto policies to make sure you have

sandy
praeger

® insurance comm.

comprehensive coverage for hail
and windstorm.

* Review your homeowner’s
policy with your insurance agent to
make sure your coverage is up-to-
date and adequately protects all
structures and personal property.

* Take inventory of your personal
property, including model and se-
rialnumbers when available. If pos-
sible, take photos or make a video-
tape of personal items to give to in-
surance adjusters in the event of
loss. Store this information, along
with receipts in a safe deposit box
or somewhere outside the home.

* Keep your home in good repair
by making sure shingles are secure,
garage doors are reinforced and
unnecessary debris is removed. In
high winds, loose debris can fly
around causing damage or it can
block drains and sewers which
could cause flooding.

* Check your roof for leaks or

damage torain gutters.

* See that trees or
branches are not in
danger of falling on
your home. Closely
inspect your trees,
looking for weak
branches that could
fall in high winds.

* Take severe weather alerts and
warnings seriously. Too many
people are injured or die unneces-
sarily each year from watching the
storm and not protecting them-
selves from it.

* Have plenty of batteries and
flashlights on hand.

¢ Listen to The Weather Channel
or local television news for the lat-
est forecast. Severe weather warn-
ings are activated to protect you and
your property.

e If a severe storm warning is is-
sued, and you have time to act,
move automobiles and loose items
indoors.

If you do suffer loss or damage
due to a storm, here are some rec-
ommendations on how to proceed:

* Contact your insurance com-
pany immediately to report losses.

¢ Get instructions from your ad-
juster before calling anyone to re-

pair or replace damaged property.
Your insurer’s visual inspection of
your loss may be required before
claims are paid.

¢ If your home is damaged or is
currently awaiting repairs, take
steps to protect your home from fur-
ther damage and document the state
of your home with photos or video.
Buy the materials you need to se-
cure your property and minimize
your losses. Cover your windows
with plywood and move your ve-
hicles into a garage or carport if
possible.

*Beware of downed power lines,
especially near water, to avoid risk
of electrocution.

* When returning home, do not
drive through flooded areas or
through road barriers; they are there
for your safety.

¢ If your house is damaged, shut
electricity off at the breakers. Keep
power off until an electrician has
inspected your system for safety.

* Beware of fly-by-night repair
businesses. Hire licensed and repu-
table service and repair people. Get
references, and use local businesses
when possible.

¢ Take precautions if the damage
requires you to leave your home for

anextended period of time. Let your
agent or insurance company know
of your temporary forwarding ad-
dress and phone number.

AWORDABOUTFLOODING:
Most personal and commercial
policies covering property do not
include earthquake or flood protec-
tion. Justan inch of water can cause
costly damage to your property.

Ifyou are proneto flooding or ris-
ing water in your home, you may
not be protected. Check with your
insurance agent.

Flood policies are only available
through the Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s National
Flood Insurance Program. For more
information, call (888) CALL
FLOQOD or visit their web site at
www.fema.gov/nfip.

Keep in mind that following a
major storm, when many people are
affected, it may take a little longer
than usual for the insurance com-
pany to settle your claim. If your
settlement doesn’t occur in a rea-
sonable length of time, call your
agent. If you still have problems
coming to an agreement with your
company, call the Kansas Insurance
Department at (800) 432-2484.

Turge youtohave aplan of action
for severe storms now, while you
have time to prepare. Have a supply
of bottled water and dried foods and
canned goods on hand in case of a
power outage, and make sure you
have a fresh supply of flashlight
batteries and a battery operated ra-
dio.

If youhave any questions or con-
cerns regarding your insurance cov-
erage, contact the Kansas Insurance
Department Consumer Assistance
Hotline at (800) 432-2484.

Sandy Praeger, Kansas Insur-
ance Commissioner, oversees the
activities of the Kansas Insurance
Department, which is headquar-
tered in Topeka. Her objective is to
protect consumers and help main-
tain the financial stability of the in-
surance industry.

The department regulates and
monitors the activities of 23,000
resident agents, 48,000 non-resi-
dent agents and 1,684 insurance
companies licensed to do business
in the state. It offers financial, ac-
tuarial, legal, computer, research,
market conduct and economic ex-
pertise. Visitwww.ksinsurance.org
for more information.

Former Colby hospital administrator receives $30,000 in lawsuit

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Alawsuitinvolving former Citi-
zens Medical Center Administrator
Michael E. Boyles and officers of a
citizen group involved in Colby’s
hospital fight has been settled with
a $30,000 payment.

Boyles sued John Kern, Henry
Vette, Carol Voisin and Dennis
Horney, who died last November, in
afederal courtin Wichita, claiming
they made false and defamatory
statements about him after he was
charged with battery of his son
James in July 2003.

Boyles was charged with the
Class B misdemeanor after he hit

the boy in the face with a towel
while the two were at their home
when they lived in Colby. He en-
tered a one-year diversion agree-
ment in that case.

According to court documents
filed Sept. 24, 2003, in Thomas
County District Court, Boyles sued
Kern, Vette, Voisin and Horney,
claiming they told people he “mis-
represented managerial issues” at
the hospital and circumvented the
trustees’ bylaws. He also claimed
they said he was “inconsistent and
unfair” in application of standards
and policies to doctors, was “irre-
sponsible and unethical” and “lead-
ing the hospital to financial ruin.”

Boyles claimed they were re-
sponsible for circulation of amemo
he “made threats to one of our phy-
sicians” and if he was “seen on hos-
pital grounds or in the vicinity of
any children, call 911 to avoid any
further confrontations.”

Boyles withdrew the case he filed
in state court against the four offic-
ers of Area Citizens for Health Care
because heis nolongeraresident of
Kansas. He is now a resident of
Rangely, Colo., where he is admin-
istrator of Rangely Hospital Dis-
trict. His attorney, Larry G. Michel
of Salina, refiled the case in federal
court.

Michel said today after Boyles

and the three surviving defendants
entered into a settlement, an order
of dismissal in the case was filed
Wednesday and the “case is
closed.”

“I’m glad to be done,” Boyles
said Monday, “but I’m frustrated
because it drug on so long.”

Having asked for more than
$75,000 in damages, Boyles settled
out of court for $30,000.

“What I requested was a public
apology to the hospital staff, hospi-
tal board and administration be-
cause all of us went through hell,”
Boyles said. “The Area Citizens did
not know the details of so many
things, and they do not know today

and they can’t because it’s confi-
dential information the publicis not
allowed to know.”

He said in the course of writing
the settlement agreement, he was
advised to drop his request for a
public apology.

“I have to believe that they be-
lieved they were right,” Boyles
said.

According to documents filed
in federal court, Boyles received
a combined total of $25,000 from
Kern, Vette and Voisin, and
$5,000 from Fireman’s Fund In-
surance Co., insurer for the orga-
nization.

“I’ve gotenough in my pocket to

cover the loss on my house and loss
of three months salary,” Boyles
said, “but I’'m moving on and it’s
done and I have to stop worrying
about the ‘what ifs.””

The court document says Boyles’
release of the defendants isnot to be
considered an admission of liabil-
ity or responsibility on the part of
Kern, Vette, Voisin, Horney or Area
Citizens for Health Care.

Voisin could not be reached for
comment Monday, but Kern and
Vette said they have not yet been
notified by their attorneys the case
was closed.

“I had not heard the lawsuit is
over yet,” Kern said.

Committee deciding what role religion and doctrine will play in youth center

By John Van Nostrand
Colby Free Press

A committee overseeing the de-
velopment of a youth center in
Colby will look inside themselves
to see what should be inside the fa-
cility.

“Atour next meeting, we will fo-
cus on what role religion and doc-
trine will play in the bylaws,” said
member Todd Stramel.

Those interested in serving on the
youth center’s executive board met
Monday.

Stramel, who has organized the
efforts, said the committee agrees
the center should have some level
and display of spirituality.

“As was mentioned at the meet-
ing, just because the bylaws may be
very doctrinal, that doesn’t mean
that the physical facility itself will
be overly religious, doctrinal,” he
said. “We are pretty much on the
same page. We have a good group.
[knew that was going to be ahurdle,
but not as much as I thought.”

The committee will review by-
laws and mission statements from
similar organizations to create their
own, he said. A mission statement
created at a previous meeting em-

phasized a safe place for Thomas
County youth to be entertained ina
Christian atmosphere.

Stramel said there are 10 people
on the board and room for up to
three more.

“We don’thave a set number, but
we can’tlet this gettoobig,” he said.

One person who volunteered for
the board, Jada Tubbs, former
Chamber of Commerce director,
said her interest in the project is
about what it can do for Colby.

“This is beneficial to a lot of the
community,” she said, “and I would
like to make this a positive aspect
of our community.”

Seven other committees were

created, fund raising, finance, pub-
licity, architecture, volunteer staff
support, maintenance and student.

Stramel said the group listed four
potential locations for the facility
butdid notdisclose any details. One
property owner, he said, wants to
know more about the center before
continuing negotiations.

Stramel said approving amenities
and a mission statement is impor-
tant for fund raising.

“We can’t go out for funds yetand
we still need to form a budget,” he
said. “We can’t go out and ask for
people’s money before knowing
how it will be spent.”

The committee will meet March
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Heavy Equipment - Pickup Trucks - Trailers
Cars - Computers - Furniture - Specialty Assets
New Items Added Daily - Register Online to Bid Now!

GovDeals is hosting at online auction surplus assets of Kansas Cities,
Counties, Educational Institutions and Law Enforcement Agencies

http://KS.govdeals.com

Register online to bid. Call 800-613-0156 or
e-mail info@govdeals.com for more information
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Unicel lets you stay
connected for less!

Unicel participates in the Lifeline/Link Up
Telecommunications Assistance program, offering discounted
wireless service plans to qualified low-income individuals.

50%

OFF

activation fee

$15°

monthly credit

reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints regarding service issues to the Commission’s Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection
by calling 1-800-662-0027.

You may be eligible if you’re enrolled in:

¢ Food Stamps

* General Assistance

* Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
* Temporary Assistance to Families

* Medicaid

¢ Free School Lunch Program

* Or if household income is at or below 150% of the federal poverty level

Additional programs apply to individuals residing on federally

recognized tribal reservations.

Toll Blocking: Toll blocking is available free of charge. Toll
blocking restricts the ability to make long distance and roaming
phone calls. Unicel will not collect a service deposit if eligible

consumers elect toll blocking.

Visit your local Unicel retail store for more information.

1-800-GO CELLULAR [462-35581 WWW.UNICEL.COM

Offer is subject to terms of wireless service agreement, Data Services Terms and Conditions and calling plan details. An additional 3.568% KS USF charge will be
included for each line of service to help Unicel defray its costs of complying with state regulatory obligations. This charge is not a tax or government-required charge. $30
activation fee applies to each line. Credit check and security deposit/first month’s advance payment may be required if customer elects toll capability or optional features with
service. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Digital features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical
and other conditions. Requires use of approved wireless handset. Must meet applicable legal age requirements, present valid ID and have user address within Unicel’s Kansas
home coverage area. Other restrictions apply. See store for details. KS resi i

Unicel is

to provide service within its designated ETC service area upon
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27 and Stramel said he hopes meet-
ings will be held weekly after that.

“We are moving along well,” he
said. “Once we getalocation found,

we will be in another gear and move
forward even more.”

Tubbs agreed.

“It’ starting to come together. We

have some great ideas,” she said.

For information about the com-
mittee and proposed center, call
Stramel at 460-3222.

GET YIELD

mYour Field
and Your Ethanol Plant

E Caruso LLC wants your Processor Preferred” High
Fermentable Corn. it has been proven to deliver more
ethanol - which means more profit potential for the plant and you.

Grow the solution that can help reduce our dependence on foreign
oil and supports the local economy - high-ethanol-producing
Processor Preferred High Fermentable Corn. Talk to your seed
dealer today, or call 1-877-GROW-HFC.

(1-877-476-9432)

Processor

E Caruso LLC

Randy Whitmore

1202 Main
Goodland, KS 67735

785-890-9463

Processor Preferred® is a registered

trademark of Monsanto Technology LLC.
[24299-7 vh E Caruso 2/06]
©2006 Monsanto Company.




