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How to Survive

 Tornadoes
* CanKill

Although most tornadoes strike during the

ornado!

spring and summer months, it is important to 5

realize they can occur anywhere at any time. The
winds of the tornado can reach speeds of 300
mph, and at these speeds, neither man nor nature
make many things that can hold together.

The one thing to remember about tornadoes is
that they will go where they want. GET TO
SHELTERIMMEDIATELY! With thisinmind,
the best place to go is underground, or as under-
ground as possible to avoid the winds and flying
debris.

A 200-mile chase paid off for Kathryn Burke, a
former Goodland Star-News reporter, and her
husband Patrick, a former forecaster for the Na-
tional Weather Service office in Goodland, when
this storm a mile northwest of Trego Center
(about 7 miles south of WaKeeney) spawned a
tornado at 5 p.m. Mountain Time on Thursday,
June9.

The massive, white, tube-like funnel started
small when a few clouds pulled upward to form a
wall cloud. The low-hanging wall cloud started
spining, and a tornado dropped out of the middle.
The tornado became wrapped in rain before dam-
aging several homes. '

When the storm crossed I-70 just south of
WakKeeney, it tossed three semi-trailer rigs into
the ditch. Other storms raged through north cen-
tral Kansas at the same time, causing damage in

. Rooks and Graham counties.

Be Prepared!

No matter where your shelter is, you
should have a few basic supplies there.
Mosttornadoesoccur atnight,youshould
have spare clothing, underwear and
shoes. Sleeping bags and blankets are
also good. A portable radio and/or
weather radio and a flashlight are a
must. Fresh drinking water and food are
helpful, as well as a few tools to help you
dig outin case of collapse.

Once you determine where you shelter
is going to be, practice getting there.
Practices should be held by the entire
family at least once before the tornado
season begins and then again during the
summer. The more you practice, the
faster and more safely you will get to
shelter. '

Most tornadoes occur at night and'

~ usually take out power lines, more than

likely your home will be dark. You are
less likely to get hurt if you are going

someplace you have been before.

NOAA
Weather
Radio

Broadcasts National Weather Service warn-
ings, watches, forecasts and other hazard infor-
mation 24 hours a day. These radios may be pur-
chased from most any electronics store.

Tune into 162.400 MHz in Northwest Kansas.
The hearing and visually impaired also can get
these warnings in other ways.

People may listen to their favorite AM/FM
radio station or TV station In Goodland KLOE
is 730 am, KKCI 102.5 fm and KWGB 97.9 fm.

Getto Safety

THE HOUSE
* The safest place in the home is the base-
ment and the safest place in the basement is
in a corner. If no corner is available, an
outside wall is the next best location.
*Onebasicrule thatshould be followed isto
AVOID WINDOWS. Flyingdebris cankill
and the worstkind of flying debris is broken
glass.
*Foradded protection, getunder something
strong, such as a workbench or heavy table.
If possible, cover your body with a blanket
or sleeping bag. Protect your head with
anything thatisavailable.
* Another safe place in the basement is
underneath the basement stairway. Stair-
ways are structurally sound and are usually
a safe place to be, especially if they are
along an inside wall. No matter where you
seek shelter, you should avoid being under-
neath heavy objects such as refrigerators,
washing machines, or pianos.

OUTDOORS
* If you are trapped outside get as low as

possible. Remember, your best chance for
survival is to get away from the killing
winds. Do not stand up and watch the
tornado.
* Seek shelter in a ditch, gully, or culvert.
Evenjustalow spotinthe groundis goingto
give you some protection. Be aware of
rising water & flooding.
*Donotgetintoagrove of trees. Remember
to protect your head.

LONG SPAN BUILDINGS
* Long span buildings are especially dan-
gerous because the entire roof structure is
usually supported solely by the outside
walls. When the tornado approaches, the
strong winds knock out the supports and the
roof collapses. Some examples of these
types of buildings are: civic centers, arenas,
memorial buildings, theaters, shoppingcen-
ters, grocery stores, swimming pools and
gymnasiums.

MOTOR VEHICLES

* The least desirable place to be during a
tornado is in a motor vehicle. Cars, buses

and trucks easily become flying missiles in
atornado.

*Nevertry tooutrun a tornado.

e Stop your vehicle and get out. Seek
shelter. Try to get into someone else's
basement. Do not get under or next to your
vehicle; itmay roll overonyou.

MOBILE HOMES
*Duringatornado, one of the least desirable
places to be is in a mobile home. The winds
knock the home from its foundation, rolling
it along the ground and breaking it apart. If
you are in a mobile home when a tornado
approaches, seek other shelterimmediately.
As last resort, get inside the bathtub and
place amattress over your head.

* Seek shelter on foot if possible. DONOT
DRIVE YOU CAR! Do not get under a
mobile home!

¢ Plan ahead if you live in a mobile home.
Make arrangements with neighbors that
have basements. When the weather looks
threatening, go there. Encourage your mo-
bile home group todevelopits own shelter.
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INSURANCE

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM - BUSINES

Jim Alcorn, Agent

3T13883:1| Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

®Www.shelterinsurance.com
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In case of weather
emergencies tune into

102.5rmKKGI

Best of the 70s, 80s, & 90s

KLOE 730..

KWGB
97.9

Full Service Radio
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INSURAMCE

JIM NEAL

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES -
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS b

s | SHERMAN COUNTY
| | SHERIFF’S OFFICE

urges you to call 911 if you spot severe
weather. Call 899-4835 for non-emergencies.

Have a safe spring & summer!

Agent

Bus.: (785) 899-5592
Fax: (785) 899-5272
Res.: (785) 899-7556
jim.neal.g0k3@statefarm.com

1007 Main Street
Goodland KS 67735

When it comes to weather in Northwest Kansas, it's important
to know what is happening RIGHT NOW!!!

That's why we provide S&T WeatherSource, the ONLY 24 hour weather
information system designed specifically for Northwest Kansas and
Eastern Colorado. Keep informed up to the minute this summer!

SIT wealnerSauRe®

local weather2a/7 ~ Only On S&T Cable Channel 12




