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Sunflower Electric offers city new agreement

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The City Commission decided
Monday to take a couple of weeks
to read a new contract from Sun-
flower Electric, the city’s main
power supplier, which would keep
the lights on until the new Goodland
Energy Center is ready.

The commission listened to a pre-
sentation Monday and had some
question, but decided it should de-
lay approval until the next meeting
to give the commissioners time to
read the agreement.

Bob Johnson, a retired Mc-
Donald farmer and vice president of
Prairie Land Electric of Norton, a
director of the Hays-based “genera-
tion and transmission” cooperative,
presented the agreement to the com-
mission.

He said the city has had a contract
with Sunflower for atleast 10 years.

“We want to support the new
power plant being developed,”
Johnson said. ““We think this agree-
ment will do that. This replaces the
contract you have thatexpires May
31.”

The new power agreement is
about 5 percent higher than the ex-
isting contract, Johnson said.

The existing contract sells the
first 4 megawatts of power at $32,

but Rod Blake, power plant super-
intendent, said the total cost the city
pays is about $52 per megawatt
hour. He said Monday the city is
paying Sunflower $78 per mega
watt while the firm’s Holcomb plant
is down for an overhaul.

City Manager Wayne Hill said
the city’s cost of generating power
is about $100 per megawatt hour,
based on current rates for natural
gas. He said the cost under the
Goodland Energy Resources con-
tact would be lower at $47.

Hill said the new agreement
should not have a big effect on the
city electric rates. He said the city
had new electricrates beginin Janu-
ary, but has not seen how those are
working. Hill said he does not think
there will be a big change, but will
review it after it is in place for sev-
eral months.

Johnson went through the high-
lights of the new agreement, saying
itallows the city to take power from
Sunflower, generate it at the city
plant or buy it from the Goodland
Energy Resources coal-fired power
plant and the wind farm planned by
ReNewable Energy Resources.

He said the old contract was for
interruptible power — which could
be cut off by Sunflower when de-
mand was high — butunderthe new

agreement, the interruptions are
under control of the city.

Another change is that Sunflower
can call for the city to run its plant
and buy power from the city. He
said Sunflower will pay the city the
fuel cost of generating, which is
presently $4 per megawatt hour.

Any month that Sunflower calls
on the city to generate, he said, the
co-op will pay a capacity charge of
$2 per kilowatt-month. In the old
contract there was no payment to
the city for generating when re-
quired by Sunflower.

Johnson said the agreement is
written with the expectation the city
will be buying power from the new
coal-fired power plant, but will re-
main in force as an interconnect,
which allows the city to get backup
power from Sunflower.

“This is an agreement similar to
those we have with other nonmem-
ber cities,” Johnson said. “All the
members of Sunflower Electric are
nonprofit, and our motive is to pro-
vide low cost electricity.”

The co-op operates a coal-fired
plant at Holcomb, with at least three
more units in the works, and trans-
mission lines across western Kan-
sas. Itis owned by six rural electric
distribution cooperatives that serve
34 western Kansas counties.

Johnson said there is a separate
temporary service agreement to
keep the power coming in case it
takes too long to get all the required
approvals for the new agreement.
He said the agreement has to be ap-
proved by the Sunflower board and
the federal Rural Utilities Service.
He said the Kansas Corporation
Commission will review it, but that
does not have to be done before it
becomes effective.

Mayor Rick Billinger asked
about the firm paying the city torun
the power plant.

“Thisisnew,” Johnson said. “We
have needed you to run under the
old contract, but this is where we
will pay you to generate if we need
to balance a load or have a gap.

“Idon’texpectitto happen alot,
but there is pressure on the genera-
tion system, and we may need to
have some voltage support. When
we call, you may have to run for
more than one day.”

“Whatif we have power cheaper
than you could get?” Billinger
asked.

“We will call,” Johnson said.

Johnson said with the new agree-
ment, the city should not have to
worry about overhauling the en-
gines at the plant. Billinger asked
why.

Rod Blake, power plant superin-
tendent, said the interconnect will
limit the run times for the existing
engines.

Johnson said the city should look
at using hydroelectric power from
the Western Area Power Adminis-
tration, which the city has aright to
purchase. He suggested putting itin
the Kansas Municipal Electric As-
sociation power pool.

Johnson said the city has notbeen
able to get the power through the
transmission system, but there is a
way to draw money to help improve
the lines, and provide the city some
help for electric improvement
projects.

“You get some value out of the
power that way,” he said. “I highly
recommend you look into it.:

Asked how often the Holcomb
plant is down, Johnson said the op-
erating records show the plant runs
85 percent of the time. He said the
overhaul going on now is the big-
gest outage the plant has ever had,
and the biggest overhaul. He said
should last six weeks, but it will be
like having a new plant when it
comes back online. Johnson said he
doesn’texpect that to happen again
for about 10 years.

City Commissioner Annette Fair-
banks asked Blake if he liked the

new agreement.

“Absolutely,” Blake said.

City Commissioner Dave
Daniels asked who determines what
the city charges Sunflower for
power.

Blake said the city does. He said
the city will document the costs and
bill Sunflower.

“Are we going to pay more or
not?” Daniels asked.

Johnson said the city’s cost will
be alittle higher than in the past, but
it will probably be lower than what
the total cost for all the “blended”
power is now.

“That will depend on when you
have another option next year,” he
said. “Iwould guess thereisa5-7.5
percent increase depending on the
natural gas cost. The price of gas has
dropped by half in the past three
months.”

Billinger said the city appreciates
Sunflower’s help over the years,
and they will bring the new agree-
ment up at the next meeting.

That will be 5 p.m. on Monday,
April 17, in the commission room
on the second floor of the City Ad-
ministration Building at 204 W.
11th. Toenter the building, press the
button on the wall inside the main
doors.

City commission split on summer weed mowing contract
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them,” Dechant said.
Garciaseconded the motion. The
vote was 3-2 with Daniels, Garcia
and Billinger voting yes, and
Dechant and Fairbanks voting no.
JodiMiller, who was at the meet-
ing, said she bid on the contract be-
cause she has two sons, Andrew, 16,
and Matt, 17, who are advertising
for mowing jobs for the summer.
“You have to be 18 to bid,” Miller
said, “so I would be the supervisor
and hire them to do the mowing. I
would be responsible for all the insur-

ance and requirements with the city.”

Asked what she thought about the
possibility the city could change
contractors during the summer,
Miller said she was not sure they
could handle it.

“Chances are my help will be oth-
erwise committed,” she said. “I
think I disagree with him getting the
contract if he is going to mow his
own lawns at the city expense. I
don’tthink thatis fairas ataxpayer.”

Bentzinger, who was not at the
meeting, said Wednesday he did not
know anything about what went on
and had no comment on that.

“I did know they are going to get
me acontractinacouple of weeks,”
Bentzinger said. “Criswell talked to
me on Tuesday, but did not say any-
thing about how the decision was
reached.”

After the mowing contract was
approved, Billinger asked Steve
Criswell, city code enforcement
officer, about the notices they send
out to property owns who have not
mowed.

“You send out one notice,” Bill-
inger said, “and do not sent out an-
other all summer.”

Criswell said that is what the city

ordinance says, and it is based on
state law.

“You know who is not going to
mow and not going to pay,” Bill-
inger said. “Why not give others a
second notice. Not those we know
are not going to mow.”

Criswell said the city can’t do
that.

“We have to be fair with every-
one,” he said.

Fairbanks asked how a property
gets on the mowing list.

Criswell said he drives the city, and
after the weeds are over 12 inches tall,
the landowner and renter get a letter

saying they have 10 days to mow.

“The letter says this is the only
notice they will get,” Criswell said.
“If they call me, I give them a few
extradays.”

Daniels said the weed mowing is
tied to the property.

“They get a letter and may get it
mowed the first time,” he said.
“Then two weeks later we get a
bill.”

Billinger suggested taking pho-
tos of the places being listed for
mowing.

Criswell said the contractor for
the past two years would not mow

unless itneeded to be done. He said
there were a few times when there
was a question and he went out to
the property measured the weeds
and took photos.

“I know most of these are vacant
or rental property,” Billinger said.
“Most people try to keep it looking
nice.”

Simon reminded the commission
the citywide clean up is planned for
Saturday morning. Volunteers will
gather atthe Northwest Kansas Tech-
nical College at 8:30 a.m. and will
spread out to cover the city and haul
stuff to Rasures’ lot at 600 Clark.

Horses confiscated in animal cruelty case sold at auction in Colby
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weighed from 600 to 1,270 pounds
as they entered the auction ring
Animals to be auctioned were
shown in a ring at the center of the
building. A scale in the floor of the
animal entrance weighed the ani-
mals and the weight showed on a
display board above the auctioneer’s

head. Bidders sat in raised seats
around the center.

The sheriff’s office ended up with
the horses after aman reported hun-
gry and dead horses at the Arm-
knechtfarm, 6975 K-27, about five
miles north of Goodland.

When Deputy Jason Showalter
and Undersheriff Roger Studer
went out to investigate on Feb. 28,
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they reported finding four dead
horses, including a mare and foal,
in corrals with 10 others. The oth-
ers had not been fed for a while by
their appearance, the sheriff depu-
ties said.

The horses were taken to Dr. Gary

Smith of Prairieland Veterinary
Clinic.

“I was not worried about pay-
ment,” Smith said, “just wanted the
horses back in better health.”

He said they had a list of people
who wanted to adopt the horses but

the sale had been ordered by the
court. People donated feed and
money to take care of the horses, but
the sale will pay for some of the
county’s costs.

The Armknechts posted $5,000
bond and make their next court ap-

pearance on Monday, May 8. They
face 14 counts of animal cruelty, a
Class Anonperson misdemeanor, and
four counts of unlawful disposal of
dead animals, an unclassified misde-
meanor with a possible fine of $100
for every 24 hours for each count.

A Head of the Times
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All you can eat Pancake Feed

8, 2006

7 am — 11 am, National Guard Armory

Il Donation~

I money raised will go towards a Memorial for Derrick Lutteﬁ

W - _“‘TI L
= SRV Y

> i

<=

Richardson’s Homes

New Listing
1533 Clark

You will fall in love with
this vintage 1920s tradi-
tional style home! Tons of
improvements and a mod-

ern touch make thishomeag

or visit www.cynthiabutts.c

reat purchase! Offers 3 bedrooms,

1.5 baths, living room, dining room, modern kitchen and util-
ity room with storage. Large room upstairs can be used as bed-
room or Den. Partial basement, newer steel siding and roof,
plus large yard with room to build a nice garage. Take a look at
this beautiful home by calling Cynthia Butts at 800-974-2426
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New Listing
411 Center

Looking for your next invest-
ment property or first time fixer
upper? Priced at only 15,000, this
ment. Contact Cynthia Butts for

more information 800-974-2426 or visit www.cynthiabutts.com
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785-899-2328

Terry Donna Cynthia
Richardson iy Moore Butts
899-3093 \’ " ¥ | 899-6159 899-3944
terryr donnam gldrealtor
@eaglecom.net @eaglecom.net @yahoo.comn

RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.
=) 1023 Main « Goodland, KS 67735

or 1-800-974-2426

MLS.

OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

Classifieds can help
clean out those closets!
Call 899-2338

Max Alderman

American Family Insurance
American Fidelity

Amy & Brad Schick

Back Door Bakery—Tribune
Blossom Shoppe

Bowladium Lanes

Bubba’s Meat Block

Butterfly Aviation

Butterfly Café

Car Quest—Goodland

Car Quest—Norton

Century Feeders

China Gardens

City of Goodland

Comfort Inn

Crazy R’s

Dairy Queen

Dan Brenner Ford

Dependable Glass

Eagle Communications

El Dorado

Elliott’s, Inc.

Finley Motors

First National Bank

Gambino’s Pizza

Garcia’s Home Furnishings
Goodland Star News

Grinnell Locker

Hennick Lumber & Supply—Sharon Springs
High Plains Office Supply

Inga & Craig Sloan-Sharon Springs
Jackie & Gary Schmidt

Jacque’s Hallmark

Kear Liquors

Kenneth & JoAnn Clouse

Klip ‘N’ Kurl

KLOE/KKCI

Lee & Jane Gilliam-Oberlin
Lemon Tree Beauty Shop—Syracuse
Lock’s Electric—Sharon Springs
Lonny’s Quality Auto Body

Lucas Seed—Gary Lucas

Mann’s Jewelry

Marilyn Frisbie—McDonald

Mark & Cindy Smith—Wallace
McClung’s Appliances & Furniture
Medical Arts Pharmacy

Melody’s Picnic in the Park
Miller’s Electronics

Morrison & Wahlmeier

Mr. Good Rinse Car Wash

Mr. Jim’s His & Hers

Mt. Sunflower Bed & Breakfast—Sharon Spgs.
NAPA Auto Parts

Nebraskaland Kansasland Tire—Goodland
Northwest Ks. Abstract & Title Co.
Norwest Recreation, Inc.

Otter’s, Inc.—Clayton

Peoples State Bank

Pepsi

Pizza Hut

Prairieland Animal Clinic

Prairie Rose Floral

Rasure Lumber

Rubidolls Cowboy Loop
Scheopner’s Water Conditioning
Schmidt’s Premium Beef—Oberlin
Sharon Springs Bumper to Bumper
Shear Dimensions

Shores Bumper to Bumper

Short & Son Trucking

Sigco Sun Products

State Farm Insurance

Stephen’s Restaurant-Sharon Spgs.
Subway

Super 8 Motel

Sysco—Nebraska

21st Century Bean Processing

The Hideaway—Sharon Spgs.

The Insurance Agency

Topside Office Products

Wallace Co. Coop

Wal-Mart

Wane's Carpet & Drapery

Western Distributing

Western Ks Seed & Supply-Val Reiss, Weskan
Witzel & Rhea—Goodland, Sharon Springs
Yost Farm Supply

Mary Wickwar

Adronics

Amity & Justin Ihrig

Arlie & Delores Archer-McDonald
Randy Balluch-Wakeeney
Garry Barricklow

Christa Bergsma

Bruce Buck—Sharon Spgs.
Paul Chaffin

Brenda & Lyle Chatfield
Lance Cloyd

Jake & Crissy Conger

Dr. Travis Daise

Eklunds Insurance

Jerry Fairbanks

Sheila Frahm-Colby

Jerry Freeman

Frontier Equity

John Garcia

Gary Garrett

Marilyn Gittinger

Lyle Hammer

Brian Hatcher

Mark Heckman

Clayton Hoss

Larry Ihrig

Dollie Irvin

Clayton Janicke-Bird City
Rick Jorgensen

Gary Kickler

Larry Keirns

Everett Lage

Kim Lawson

Brian Linin

Lane Linthacum

Trevor Linton

Bruce Livengood

Loftin Electric-Weskan
Karen Lucas

Gary & Terri Lucas
Helena Chemical

Dennis Malsom

Nita McClung

Miller Construction

Don Newell

Northern Sun

Overhead Door

Janice Phipps

Plains Mtn.. & Truck-Sharon Spgs.
Roland Query

John & Deb Raile

Robin Rains

Jennifer Riedl

Brian Rippe

Jeanette Rudell

Sonny Rundell—Syracuse
S & T Telephone

Loren Schnabel

Gary Slough

Jimmie Smith—Hill City
Dr. Justin Smith-Sharon Spgs.
Marvin Sprinkle-Grainfield
LeAnn & Dennis Taylor
Alan Townsend

Stuart Turnbow

Ron Vignery

Vignery & Mason

JoAnn Wahrman

Wark’s Embroidery
Western Sprinklers—Lou Hines
Western State Bank

Jim & Judie Withers




