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Kidsretell stories from family farm

By Pat Schiefen
The Goodland Star-News

A couple of grown children who
wanted to save the stories their
mother told them from her child-
hood has put them down in a new
book about the life of a prairie farm
family in the early 20th century.

Thebookis called “As [Remem-
ber It,” told by Esther Imhof and
compiled by Ray Imhof and Doris
M. Johnson, two of her four chil-
dren.

The authors will be talking about
the book at the Goodland Senior
Center, 208 W. 15th, from noon to
1 p.m. Wednesday.

The book, published by Trafford,
and will be for sale at the center and
the authors will sign it. It can be or-
dered online at trafford.com for
$19.95.

“My goal is to encourage other
people to record their history,” said
Ray Imhof, who says he has a pas-
sion for genealogy and local history.
“Write it down, no matter how
trivial you think it might be.

“A big lesson is to label photo-
graphs. We have animpressive col-
lection of old photographs and 95
percent of them are unidentifiable.
It’s areal shame.”

He said his mother was born in
June 1914 on the family’s home
place near Guide Rock, Neb. She
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was born with acrooked leg, which
her paternal grandmother splinted
every day for a year so it would
grow straight. She was 18 months
old before she walked.

One of her earliest memories was
as a toddler during World War I.

“Her parents were reading in the
paper about Kaiser Wilhelm,”
Johnson said. “She knew that
wasn’t good, so she threw the paper
on the floor and stamped on it.”

Before she was 5, her parents
moved to a farm near Brewster.
Esther Imhof remembered having a
farm sale, packing their belongings
into wood barrels and putting them
inarailroad carto goto Brewsterin
March 1920. Her father was good
with mechanical things, and when
he moved to Brewster, his farming
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Johnson Ray Imhof
was not done with horses but ma-
chinery.

Her parents were careful with
their money and invested in the
farm before finishing their house,
she recalled. She talks of threshing
wheat, butchering, raising chickens
and eggs, and school.

“There were stories I’d heard her
tell my children, and they were fas-
cinated,” said Johnson. “She’d tell
about how she was bit by a rattle-
snake when she was 10 or 11... and
itseems like they never got tired of
hearing about it. So we thought
other people might be interested,
too.”

Mrs. Imhof talked of her love of
school and her disappointment in
not graduating. She had the flu and
missed around three months of
school her final year, the 12th grade.
She talks of dating and skipping
school.

When they were freshmen, the

book says, the girls got together af-
ter physical education, and they
decided they would skip school and
take a sneak hike. One girl said she
could get a driver and a truck. An-
other said she could get her mother
to make refreshments and another
said she could bring her ukulele.

She said they thought they would
go to the Indian Mounds and dance
the Charleston all afternoon. The
girls had learned the dance in gym
class. They gotback late and missed
the school bus. Her mother and fa-
ther weren’t mad, though; they
thought it was funny.

Imbhof said his mother agreed to
write down her memories in the
early 1980s. Her children tried to
make iteasier for her with a cassette
recorder.

“The technology was a bit much
for her,” Ray Imhof said. “She’d
write a script and then read it to the
tape recorder.”

Once the memories were re-
corded, Johnson and her brother
had to organize it, edit it, double-
check the historical references and
search for anything connected to the
story.

Ray Imhof, who lives in Brew-
ster, is a retired salesman of farm
supplies. Johnson, aretired teacher,
lives in Burlington, Kan. Neither
had written a book before.
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intown, purchased property fora
modular home, Rasure said, but
did notknow abouthaving the ap-
plication in before the work be-
gan. His application is for an ad-
dition to the house that will
qualify. The second was from
Greg Nemecheck for remodeling
at his house.

* Approved aresolution for the
sheriff to allow work release for
prisoners and set the fee at $10 per
day. Sheriff Kevin Butts said this
should have been putin place sev-
eral years ago, but the resolution
makes official what has been
done. He said they do not have
many requests for work release,
but he has one prisoner now who
is from Wallace County. Butts
said the $10 has to be paid in ad-
vance before the prisoner can go
to work. He said the work release
has to be applied for by the de-
fense attorney and approved by
the judge.

* Approved having a historical
plaque made and brochures
printed as part of the Sherman
County Historical Society’s his-
toric building project. Dave

More power planned
for racing pit area

Branda, society president, and
Millie Wright spoke to the com-
missioners about the project.

Wright said she had researched
the history of the county court-
house, and the information would
be in abrochure the county could
hand out. Branda said downtown
business buildings have plaques
as part of the project, and they
would like to ask the county
about doing one for the court-
house. Wright showed the com-
missioners the design of the
plaque, which would say “Sher-
man County Courthouse built
1931.” She said the cost was $85
for the plaque.

Tiede and Thomas said it
sounded like a good deal, and
once it is done they will find a
place out front to putitup. Rasure
did not participate in the decision
because of a conflict of interest,
as his wife is a historical society
board member.

* Approved mid-month bills to-
taling $51,543, and OK’d addi-
tion of the fuel bills and others
that might show by Friday. Those
will be reviewed by Rasure be-
fore the checks are signed.

County sherift may help citizens purchase state park permits through Internet
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because he could not buy a state
park permitat the clerk’s office, and
had to go to Colby.

“I want to know why Sherman
County sends people to other coun-
ties for business,” Lalicker said.

Rumpel said she decided last year
it would not pay get new equipment
to sell the park permits. She said the
state has anew machine to issue the
permits, but it would cost $100 to

put the cheapest one in Sherman
County.

“I looked at what we had sold,”
Rumpel said. “We sold 35 last year
and 36 the year before. We get $1 for
every park permit we sell.”

She said the new machine would
not issue the actual permit, but
rather a temporary permit which
had to be converted at a state park.

“The state told me that our county
did not sell enough to warrant the
new machine that issues the actual

permit,” Rumpel said. “I thought
we were OK because Wal-Mart was
selling the park permits, butI found
out they are not selling them.

“The state told me they plan is to
have Wal-Mart selling the permits
by the end of the year. Even if they
did sell the permits, they would not
sell senior, disabled or second-ve-
hicle permits. That is another thing
the state hopes to have solved by the
end of the year.”

“The state is making it difficult
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising 1s the key to opening the door to new customers.

for the county to do this business,”
Commissioner Kevin Rasure said.

Lalicker asked why it just seemed
to be Sherman County.

Rasure said it was not just Sher-
man County, but there are several
others in northwest Kansas who
have stopped selling the park per-
mits.

“Idon’tthinkitisright thatThave
to go to another county,” Lalicker
said.

Rumpel said her husband had

SHELTER

INSURANCE

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR  FARM * BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work + Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions *

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060
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has gone online

Order at
nottjustbooks.spreadtheword.com
or call Linda at

785-890-6444

Reading — a part of life!
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Dave’s Computer
& Repairs
Also fixes video game system
repair. Are you tired of pay-
ing high costs for your com-
puter repairs? Well, give me
a call, I can Help. I can also
offer custom built computers
and upgrades.
Call 719-346-2449

This space
could be yours!

Call Anne
899-2338

gotten them an annual permit off the
Internet, but it was a temporary to
be converted at a state park.

Lalicker said he got the actual
permits from Colby.

Rasure asked Butts if it was
something his office could do, be-
cause his office has the Internet ca-
pability.

“I don’t want to go on the Inter-
net,” Lalicker said. “I would rather
do it here than drive 35 miles.”

“You would go to the sheriff’s

office and they would go on the In-
ternet and help you,” Rasure said.

“I went to Colby because the fee
jumped by $10 on April 1,” Lalicker
said. “I don’t like having to go to
another county to do business.”

Rasure asked Sheriff Butts and
Rumpel to look into how the
sheriff’s office could help people
handle permits.

= Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.
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Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring ® Roofing
Doors ® Windows ¢ Siding ® Decks ¢ Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.
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Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Pro Floor Care

Carpet and Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialists!
Call for This Month’s Steam
Cleaning Special!

785-462-8313 -

Cell: 443-1091

Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138
Commercial and Residential Carpet
Office and Dining Room Chairs

Recliners - Sofas - Autos
Drop off at our location or we can steam clean at your location

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339
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