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Check your foundation before the big storm comes

Wehadbeen living in Rapid City,
S.D., for about six months when we
decided it was time to do what ev-
ery young couple dreams of — buy
our first house.

We looked and looked and de-
cided to look some more. One day
our real estate agent called and said
a house in our price range had just
come on the market. She picked us
up, and with great excitement we
made our way across town.

There it was, asimple ranch-style
house with a nice front deck and an
even better one in back. We walked
through the house, we dreamed and
then we swallowed and signed.

We knew when we bought the
house we were going to have to do
some foundation work, for the
cracks in the house shouted that, but
not a problem. Atleast, not until the
thunderstorm that dumped two

steve
rains

inches in 30 minutes came.

Have you ever watched your
basement fill up with water? It is a
pretty helpless feeling, especially
when you’re not, shall we say, a
“Tool Man” type of guy.

Weknew there was anissue when
we bought the house, but it really
showed inthat storm. Late that sum-
mer, work began. We had to replace
half of a foundation wall that was
buckling, which is another story.

The other day, I asked someone
what they thought I should write
about, and they suggested integrity.

Will Legislature take
big opportunities?

As we all know, the
biggest unanswered
question facing our
state is whether the
Legislature will meet
itsresponsibility toen-
sure every Kansas
child has the opportu-
nity to attend a good school.

But there are other opportunities
before us as well, opportunities to
give Kansas families the tools they
need to make the most of their own
lives.

Back in January, I set out several
common-sense ways we can make
Kansans safer, healthier and more
prosperous. So far, legislators have
not taken advantage of these oppor-
tunities, but with your encourage-
ment, there is still time for them to
act.

The prosperity of our state — and
of each Kansas family — depends
on creating good jobs here at home.
That’s why I proposed eliminating
the property tax on new business
machinery and equipment to en-
courage businesses to investin new
technology and create new jobs.

This job creation tool has been
moving forward, but uncertainty
involving the Legislature’s commit-
ment to our schools is so far prevent-
ing it from being realized.

We also have the opportunity to
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down on sex offenders, particularly
those who prey on children. Legis-
lators supported my call for elec-
tronic tracking of repeat child sex
offenders, which I applaud, but they
have yet to pass the tougher sen-
tences I called for more than three
months ago.

Additionally, we have an oppor-
tunity to help children grow up
healthy by making sure every Kan-
sas child from birth to age five has
health insurance. Legislators, how-
ever, have so far chosen not to take
action on behalf of Kansas kids.

Even the opportunity for Kansans
to support our troops through a tax
check-off to help military families
in need has yet to pass the Legisla-
ture.

Clearly, there is unfinished busi-
ness before our representatives and
senators. When they return to To-
pekalater this month, they will have
the chance to take action. In the
meantime, [ hope you’ll encourage
them to take advantage of these op-
portunities to move our state for-
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So here we go.

There are
several facts of
life, buthere are
afew. Whatyou
are in private
will eventually
manifestin pub-
lic. Your sins will find you out. Your
fruit doesn’t drop far from the tree.
Last but not least, you’re often re-
membered for your last act more
often then how you acted for a life
time.

God says thatif you are abeliever
in the Lord Jesus Christ, you dem-
onstrate thatbelief by your lifestyle
(John 1:12). He also says you have
been bought with a price, and you
belong to God (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

You are complete in Christ
(Colossian 2:9-10). You are estab-
lished anointed and sealed by God

(2 Cor. 1:21-22). You are hand
picked by Jesus to bear fruit (John
15:16).

That is how He sees those who
have been called by his name — a
diamond, the apple of Hiseye! How
does adiamond become adiamond?
By going through years of pressure
and being willing to flex. I believe
God’s desire for you is to be a five-
karat diamond, so why settle for
anything less?

There was aman in Scripture who
had a destiny of being a five-karat,
but settled in becoming a no-karat
because of his choices, his name —
Samson. You can read about him in
Judges 13-16. He is a guy who
started strong and finished weak.

We all know thatitis nothow you
start; it is how you finish. What do
we learn from his life? God doesn’t
care about your ability or the re-

sources you have to offer. That stuff
can be replaced. God cares about
your durability and your ability to
withstand sin and compromise.

What else do we learn from
Samson? Proverbs 10:9 says, “The
man of integrity walks securely, but
he who takes crooked paths will be
found out.”

There are always warning signs
when you aren’t on solid ground.

Author John Maxwell puts it this
way, “Idon’tbelieve any personends
up out of bounds without first pass-
ing signposts that indicate that he is
straying into dangerous territory.

Your reputation and integrity are
in trouble when you choose to pass
over character issues. Listen, when
youdon’trepair the cracks, you lose
your foundation.

You’re in trouble when you use
deception for protection. You're in

trouble when you abuse what you
have been given to use.

Finally, you are in trouble when
you are defeated because of weak-
ness. Those who let sin go un-
checked in their life will eventually
be consumed by it. Private lifestyles
always have public consequences
and appearances.

Why are your lifestyle and your
integrity so important? Because sin
takes you farther than you want to
go, it keeps you longer than you
want to stay and it costs more then
you ever wanted to pay.

You canrepair those faulty walls,
but do it before it rains.

Remember, at Calvary you find a
God who takes you as you are and
will bring that diamond out of you.

Checkus out at calvarygospel.net
or e-mail us at calvarycolumn @st-
tel.net.

Calvary Gospel Church
Pastor: Steve Rains, Ben Coats, youth pastor
Fourth & College ® 890-3605
Sunday: Kid's Church: 10:30 am
Morning Service: 10:30 am
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Gur Lady of Perpetual Help
Pastor: Father Norbert Dlabal
307 W. 13th * 890-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment

Ninth & Caldwell ® 899-5398
Minister: Charles E. Kerr, Jr.
Sunday: Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Team Puppeteers: 6 pm

Wednesday:

Foursquare Church
10th & Clark » 899-5250
Pastor: John Coumerilh

Sunday: Worship Celebration
and Kids” Church: 10:30 am

Evening Service: 5:00 p.m. Mass Schedule:
Wednesday: Adult mid-week service: 7:00 p.m. . .10
Youth @ the Rock House: 7:00 p.m. Saturdagg 6;; r:; :t;;daasys.‘IO.S'O am
Small Group Ministries meets through out the week. ’; day: 4 ‘
www.calvarygospel.net unaay: < pm
Sonvrise Christian Church Word of Life Pleasant Home Church

Serving the rural community
for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 ¢ 694-2807 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Charlie Busch

694-2242

Wednesday: KW.A.M.!

Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am

Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm
Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm
Jets, 4th grade and under: 3:30 - 4:30

Age 3 through grade 6, 6:30 p.m.

(during school year)

Sunday School: 10 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Rible Baptist Church
Pastor: Michael Estep
Fifth & Broadway
890-7368
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Morning Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Church of ‘Jesus Christ

of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street ® Burlington, CO

(719) 346-7984
Sacrament Meeting: 10 am
Sunday School: 11:15am

Yglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas ® 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

Priesthood/Relief Society: 12 am

make Kansans safer by cracking ward. Wednesday: Evening Bible Study: 7 pm Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Richardson’s Homestead Realty United Methodist Church

ter:
NEW LISTING B;;Z"s":oj’ Pastor: Rev. Ted Aimos Kanorado
= ) i ‘ Eighth & Arcade ® 890-5233 United thodist
n 3232 Sunset Worship Service: 10:45 am CST Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am nited Methodis
[ Spacious brick ranch! . 9: Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. Church
3200 sq. ft. of living Sunday SChO.OZ' 9'4.5 am CST Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups, ) J
space. Oven floor plan Winona: Adult Bible Study, Chotir, Men’s and Women’s Groups, Pastor: Leonard Cox
pace. Up plan. Minister: Rev. Bob Winters Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship 399-2468

Huge great room with fireplace/kitchen/dining, formal living
room, two bedrooms, 1 3/4 baths and laundry on the main floor
plus a wonderful all-season room. Basement is finished with 52'
x 17' family room, two bedrooms, bath, office/craft room and
storage. The kitchen has new hardwood floor, newer windows,
roof new in 2005, all maintenance free exterior, sprinkler sys-
tem in 100 x 200' yard, double car attached garage and lots lots
more. Let Donna show you this wonderful home today!

Worship Service: 9 am CST

Special Notice: Handica f Accessible, Hearing
Sunday School: 10:15 am CST

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
urseries Avazlable

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10:15 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor: Bob Willis
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797

goodland RBible Church
109 Willow Road * 899-6400
Pastor: Chad Dejong
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:30 am

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman
899-3631

NEW LISTING Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am Pastor: Rev. ]anet Hernandez Morning WOl’Sl’lipf 10:45 am
i 712 Cherry Worship Service: 10:50 am Saturday: Informal Worship: 5:30 pm Evening Worship: 6 pm
; wi t { Great investor or first Evening Service: 6 pm Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am Wednesday: AWANA (Winter)
B === time home. Quaint two Wednesday: Evening Service: 7 pm Worship Service: 10:30 am and prayer: 7 p.m.
" ¥l e %] bedroom, one, kitchen

with stove and refrigera-

First Baptist Church
Pastor: Travis Blake
Fifth & Center ® 890-3450
Sunday: Sunday School for all ages:
9:15 am (Child care provided)
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesday: Bible study 7 p.m.
Call church for information
Thursday: Bible study 9:30 a.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
13th & Center
Church 890-2115 or Rectory 890-6969
Priest: Father Hal Lycett
Holy Eucharist: 10:00 a.m. Sunday
10:00 a.m. Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:00 a.m. Wed. - Sun.
For emergencies Wed. - Sun. 890-6969
Sr. Warden for emergencies

Harvest Evangelical

Free Church
104 E. Hwy. 24 * 890-7918
Pastor: Brian Fugleberg
Sunday: Worship: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday: Youth group
meets at 7 p.m.
at Scherlings’, 827 Caldwell.

tor. mel siding, washer and dryer included. Let the rent make
your payments! $13,000. Please call Donna to schedule your
tour today.

1522 Caldwell

If you're looking for something
{ that's ready to move into...this
is it! Nice living room, formal
dining room, three bedrooms, 2
| baths, great kitchen with break-

| fast bar, laundry room. The yard Wheatridge Center Mon. and Tues. 890-3320
; has sprinkler system, privacy = .
fence and in the back there’s a small single car garage PLUS a ] tmm?g#géﬁ:ﬂiﬁ?;ﬁglghurdq Church of Christ
new oversized double car garage. $75,000. Please let Donna Seventh Day Adventist Church Pastor: Scott Grimshaw 401 Caldwell
help you make this your new home! 1160 Cattletrail : 890-6185

Sunday: Christian eduction/fellowship:
10:15 a.m.
Worship Service: 9 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

Pastor: [im Martin
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

Sunday: Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

807 Cherry

Brick ranch, hot water heat
plus partial central air!l Won-
derful tile-type roof, fenced
yard, single car attached ga-
rage. This home is loaded with
charm....arched doorways, lots of built ins, two bedrooms, liv-
ing/dining combination, big laundry room with tons of stor-
age, 1 3/4 baths, office or work shop off the garage. $71,500
and seller will help with your closing costs by paying up to $1500
of lender fees. Please visit with Donna today about this amaz-

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend
your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

Short & Son Trucking Koons Funeral Chapel good Samaritan Center

ing home. Hwy. 24 North Main 208 W. 2nd
Terry Donna Cynthia KLOEIKKCIIKWGR
Richardson N Moore Butts
899-3093 \ 4 [ 899-6159 899-3944 3023 W. 31
terryr donnam gldrealtor
@eaglecom.net @eaglecom.net @yahoo.com

RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.

m =) 1023 Main « Goodland, KS 67735 73

©"" 785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

Clean out closets, garages and attics
with classified ads! 899-2338




