Colorado State

gives up

I'was going over my
notes about the 2006
Kansas Shrine Bowla
few nights ago and re-
membered that Good-
land senior Mark
Starr, who will play in
the game, has commit-
ted to Colorado State
University.

Thatled me tolook up the Rams’
2006 schedule to see who they play
next fall. I realize with the college
football season over four months
away, this might be a bit early to
start griping, but here goes.

It looks like Colorado State has
already given up any hope for ana-
tional title next season. To be the
national champion, a team usually
has to win all its games, although
there have been exceptions. This
has to be done impressively. Sure,
every team will have a bad day or
might run into an opponent having
an exceptionally great day, but on
the whole, achampion has to domi-
nate.

PlayinganNCAA DivisionI-AA
opponent doesn’t fit into that plan.
Many Division I-A teams, like
Colorado State, will open againsta
“double-A” opponent, looking for
thateasy win early to build momen-
tum.

I understand some of the argu-
ments: Let the players beatup on a
lesser foe to build confidence. Give
the fans a thrill with alopsided vic-
tory early so they’ll come back. The
bigger school is doing the smaller
one a favor, giving it a chance to
share the gate receipts and maybe
get some television time.

Whatever the reason, the school
that does this simply will not be in
the hunt for the national title and
will have little chance for a Bowl
Championship Series game.
They’1l be enough teams that will
play only against Division I-A op-
ponents.

As T understand it, to qualify for
any bowl game, a team must win at
least six games against NCAA Di-
vision I-A opponents. Colorado
State finished 6-5 last year after fac-
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ing 11 Division I-A teams.

The Rams were 5-5 going into
their last regular season game, on
the road, against the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. They scored on
a 75-yard punt return in the fourth
quarter to win 31-27. Too close for
comfort, but they got their post-sea-
son trip to the inaugural San Diego
County Credit Union Poinsettia
Bowl, where the Rams got bombed
by the Midshipmen of Navy 51-30.

Back to the point, Colorado State
will open its season on Sept. 2
against Weber State University
(Utah), a I-AA school which went
6-5 last year. The following week
the Rams, will play their annual
“knock down, drag out” with the
Colorado Buffaloes in Denver.

The Buffaloes are doing the same
thing, opening against Montana
State University, which went 7-4.

Neither Colorado State nor Colo-
radois after a national title this sea-
son. Some supporters will say both
are using the season to rebuild and
can afford to “take it easy a bit.”

I’m not buying it. NCAA Divi-
sion I-A football has turned into a
business, and any school not pre-
pared to go all the way, all the time
should not play at that level.

By the way, both Kansas and
Kansas State open against “double-
A” opponents, with the Jayhawks
playing Illinois State and the Wild-
cats taking on Northwestern State
(La.).

For those interested, the Gorillas
of Pittsburg State University travel
to Fort Hays State University on
Oct. 14 to play the Tigers. This will
be a good chance to go see former
Cowboy Brock Lohr play during his
first season after redshirting last
year.
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Former teammates meet in Hays

Two former Cheylin High School
teammates got to compete at the
same meet Tuesday when the Colby
Community College track team
took part in the Fort Hays State
University Twilight Open.

Amanda Poore, a junior at Fort
Hays, cleared 5 feet, 7 inches to win
the high jump.

Sara Moore, a sophomore at
Colby, had a busier time, compet-
ing in four events including finish-
ing second in the discus with a
throw of 119 feet, 3 inches. Moore

threw the javelin 105 feet, 6 inches
for third place. She finished fifth in
the shot put and was seventh in the
hammer.

Poore is a 2003 graduate of
Cheylin while Moore graduated in
2004.

Colby native Zach Brown, a se-
nior sprinter at Fort Hays State, won
both the 100- and 200-meter
dashes,in 10.59 and 21.54 seconds.
Brown also ran a leg of the Tigers’
winning 4x100-meter relay team.

Tiger sophomore Jered Sloan, a

Norton Community High graduate,
won the 110-meter high hurdles in
14.63 seconds.

Oberlin’s Abby Ream, a sopho-
more at Fort Hays State, cleared 9
feet, 5.75 inches in the pole vault to
place second. Her teammate sopho-
more Samantha Jueneman, who
went to Golden Plains High in
Rexford, placed fourth at 8§ feet,
11.75 inches. Ream was fourth in
the javelin with a throw of 102 feet,
9 inches.

Colby freshman Lauren Kaiser

placed second in the 400-meter
dash in 1 minute, 4.92 seconds and
was seventh at 200 meters in 28.73.

Jennings native Josh Davis, a
sophomore at Colby, threw the jav-
elin 144 feet, 6 inches to take third
and threw the hammer 88 feet, 3
inches finishing 11th.

The Tigers are in Lawrence this
weekend for the 79th annual Kan-
sas Relays. Colby’s next meet will
be next Friday at the Highland In-
vitational.
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