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City extends S& T phone, cable franchises

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland City Commission ex-
tended telephone and cable franchise
agreements for S&T Communications last
Monday to allow time to negotiate a new
contract which will pay the city a percent-
age rather than a fixed fee per line.

City Manager Wayne Hill said he needed
to discuss the change from afee of 75 cents
perline to 5 percent of gross billing with the
firm. He said this rate would match a con-
tractrecently approved for AT&T, formerly
SBC and Southwestern Bell.

Hill said he does not know exactly how
much more money the percentage might
bring the city, but feels the percentage will
give the city an increase as the telephone
and cable businesses increase rather than
being limited to the specific price per line.

Mayor Billinger asked about the status if
the Eagle Cable Television franchise, and
Hill said Eagle has a five-year franchise that
was renewed last summer. Hill said with a
new state cable franchise law, he said, Eagle

and in the future S&T will have to choose
if they want to switch to a state franchise,
which calls for a payment to the city of 5
percent of gross.

The statewide franchise has to go through
the Kansas Corporation Commission, Hill
said.

In other business, the commission:

* Approved a special-event beer license
for the Goodland Alumni Association from
8to 12p.m.onFriday, Aug. 11, in the park-
ing lot behind Bankwest. Linda Rumpel,
representing the association, said there
would be atent and fence set up for the beer
area. Billinger asked if all the bases have
been covered with the state and police chief.
Mary Volk, city clerk, said they had, and
city building inspector Steve Criswell will
inspect the premises when they are set up.
The motion passed 4-0 with Commission-
ers Billinger, Dave Daniels, Josh Dechant
and John Garcia in favor. Commissioner
Annette Fairbanks was absent.

* Approved a new five-year lease with
Danny Barker for his hangar property at

Renner Field, which he operates a crop
spraying business. Dechant asked if five
years is the normal contract. Hill said it is,
and that the city is attempting to have all the
airport leases renew on July 1. He agreed
that might be more difficult on the T-hang-
ers where individual planes are kept, be-
cause they are rented month-to-month.

* Approved changing the airport board to
six members from five. Hill said the new
chairman is Larry Dickey. He said spray
operator Barker has been on the board, but
declined to be reappointed because he can’t
make the meetings.

Dickey said the board is suggesting Jim
Baker as a replacement person. Billinger
said W.J. Trachsel also wants to be one the
board.

“We have trouble getting people to be on
boards,” Billinger said. “We have a guy
who wants to serve, and I think we should
add aperson to make ita six-person board.”

Hill said he did not see a problem because
the airport board is advisory, and the final
decisions are left to the commission. The

commission approved reappointing
Dickey to the board and adding Jim Baker
and Trachsel. Volk said she would check to
see if there needs to be an ordinance
changed to add a board member. Billinger
said the commission could pass an ordi-
nance, if needed, at the next meeting.

* Approved raising the municipal court
costs from $36 to $50. Municipal Judge
LeAnn Taylor said the state passed a law
raising court costs by $10 to pay for pro-
grams. That would bring the total to $46
including the city costs. Billinger asked
what happens to the other $4? Taylor said
it goes into the city’s general fund. Dechant
asked if these costs are similar to other cit-
ies. Taylor said Goodland is usually lower
than most of the cities in the area. Billinger
asked how many fines the city collectsin a
year? Taylor said last year it was about 400
cases, buthas been as many as 1,600 cases.
She said the increase would add about
$1,600 to the general fund.

* Gave a consensus to allow a non con-
forming use in acommercial zone. Criswell

Counties added

to grazing relief

Drought conditions in western
Kansas have prompted the early
opening of land in the Conservation
Reserve Program for emergency
grazing.

Dennis R. Mote, county execu-
tive director in Goodland for the
U.S. Farm Service Agency, said
Sherman and Wallace counties
were added Wednesday to a list of
31 counties thathad been approved
for emergency grazing.

Mote said he was surprised when
the list was released and it did not
include either Sherman or Wallace.

“I was frustrated,” he said, “be-
cause we had submitted the infor-
mation showing the extreme dry
conditions. We were told the coun-
ties were denied because we had
more moisture, but we explained
that was an isolated reading and not
true for the whole county.

“We gathered additional infor-
mation and resubmitted it to the
state showing we had a 40 percent
shortage of rainfall for the past four
months.”

Thomas, Cheyenne, Decatur,
Gove, Logan, Rawlins and Trego
counties were among the 31 in the
state where emergency grazing has
been approved earlier. The rest of
the counties are in north central and
southwest Kansas.

“This provides relief for many
livestock producers who have suf-
fered through severe drought con-
ditions during the past six years,”

said Mote. “The drought has de-
pleted hay supplies and affected the
growth of hay and pasture in
Sherman County. Many livestock
producers cannot maintain their
current herds without the emer-
gency grazing.”

The U.S. Seasonal Drought Out-
look indicates the drought will per-
sist or intensify through August in
these counties, Mote said. Grazing
is allowed until Sept. 11.

“Emergency grazing on conser-
vation reserve land under a grazing
plan should not harm the permanent
grass stand or be a detriment to the
nesting season,” he said.

Cattlemen who apply now for the
emergency grazing will have to
give up 25 percent of their annual
rental payment, Sloan said.

They must come up with a re-
source management plan, which the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service will complete.

Landowners in the program have
a 10-to 15-year contract to take en-
vironmentally sensitive land out of
production. For that, they receive an
annual lease payment.

They are required to plant the
land to grass, usually a native spe-
cies, or trees, which is good for
wildlife.

To apply, Mote said, farmers can
call or come by the Farm Service
Agency office at 210 W. 10th. The
phone number is (785) 899-3070.

matters of record

said the recent sale of an existing residence
in a commercial zone has been held up be-
cause of insurance problems. He said there
are alotof houses incommercial zones, and
wants to change the zoning language to al-
low an exemption.

He said the existing houses are
grandfathered in the commercial zones, but
the problem is that if they are damaged be-
yond 50 percent, the zoning says the houses
cannot be rebuilt. That is what is causing
the problem for the sale.

Criswell said the zones were redrawn in
2001, and the city tried to get rid of a lot of
pocket zoning where there were little com-
mercial zones everywhere there was a
home-owned business.

“What do we need to do?” Billinger
asked Criswell.

“You tell me you are in support of this,”
Criswell said. “I can get it published and
expedite this change.”

“Go ahead,” Billinger said. “We are all
shaking our heads yes.”

Bricks go a flyin’
ik

to remove bricks from the intersection of 13th and Main on Fri-
day. Workers moved up the street after finishing the intersec-

Miller Construction employee Efrain Aguirre used asmallloader tion at12th, wh|ch is waltmg for paving bricks. Work at Ninth
Street should be finished shortly after the Fourth of July, work-

ers said, and the crew is about three weeks ahead of schedule.
Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News

Real Estate

The following real estate transac-
tions were reported by the Sherman
County Register of Deeds:

Three Corners LLC, a Kansas
Limited Liability Company, by and
through James W. Baker to Chris-
topher D. and Aimee L. Stoffel, Lots
9and 10, Block 31, Academy to the
Town of Goodland.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing inanews story. Please call
our office at (785) 899-2338 to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should be fair and factual. We want
to keep an accurate record and ap-
preciate you calling to our attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

William H. Jenkins, as Trustee of
the William H. Jenkins Trust No. 1
to Jenkins Inc., a Kansas Corpora-
tion, E/2 Lots 1 and 2, Block 23,
Beahm’s Addition to the City of
Goodland.

Federal National Mortgage Asso-
ciation to Travis W. Gattshall and
Colleen E. Gattshall, all of Lots 1
through 32, the vacated alley be-
tween said lots and 1/2 of the va-
cated adjacent Thomas Avenue,
Block 10, Original Town of Rule-
ton.

William D. Davis a/k/a William
D. Davis, III a/k/a W. Duncan

Davis, M.D. to JMC Land Co.,
LLC,atractoflandinN/2 SE/4 Sec.
21, T8S R40W.

Helen M. Schoonover by and
through her attorney in fact, J.
Ronald Vignery and Janice Kay
Cook to Cesar and Starla Miller,
Lots 1 and 2, Block 88, Original
Town of Goodland.

Robert A. Midleton and Ann M.
MiddletontoJ. Kendall Cooper and
Jacque S. Cooper, W60” Lots 1,2,
3 and 4, Block 20, Third Addition
to the City of Goodland.

Mark Peden and Marci Peden to
Gordon M. Peden, W/2 Sec. 15, T7

R40; S/2 Sec. 16, T7 R40; S/2 Sec.
10, T7 R40; and NE/4 Sec. 16, T7
R40 less a tract of land.

Keith W. Cook and Dottie Cook
to Brent Cook and Debra G. Cook,
SW/4 Sec. 1, T7S R38W and SE/4
Sec. 2, T7TW R38W.

Thomas L. Spring mineral deed
to EMK, LLC, SW/4 Sec. 27, T6S
R38W; NW/4 Sec. 34, T6S R38W;
and NE/4, S/2NW/4, S/2 Sec. 7,
T6S R40W.

Blanche M. Hallagin quit claim
to Gregory J. Hallagin, SW/4 Sec.
10, T6S R38W and NW/4 Sec. 15,
T6S R38W.

Romantic
GetAway

“Dinner, Bed & Breakfast”
plus a

FREE
Romance Package

Claremont Inn

Stratton,Colorado
1-888-291-8910

www.claremontinn.com
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Offer expires 7/31/06

Exclusively from Alltel Wireless
America’s largest Network

You choose who you call for free
- any number any network.
Choose wireless, home or office
numbers anywhere in the U.S. Get
unlimited calls to and from your

Get a great deal on the
season’s hottest phones!

C

a "i * $79.99 with 2 yr service
__ . contract and $100 mail in
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813 Main, Goodland KS
(785) 899-2426

219 Main, Sharon Springs, KS

(785) 852-5291

My Circle: Available to new and existing customers on current select rate plans $59.99/mo & higher. My Circle
applies to ten numbers per account, which must be shared among all lines on account. Not available on prepaid
plans. Customer may not designate own wireless or voice mail number, Directory Assistance or 900 numbers as any
of the ten available numbers. Calls must begin & end in your plan’s calling area. Designated numbers must be within
the U.S. Program may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel.

the Motorola Razr

Right now

is only $79.99%

rebate

€ lltel

wireless

authonznd agent

PRICE
805 Harrison
Was $87,500
NOW $85,000

Richardson’s Homestead Realty

NEW LOWERED F

Plus seller will pay $1500 toward buyers closing costs.
House is in wonderful condition and ready for new owner.
Main floor has living room, kitchen with dining
area, three bedrooms and full bath. The basement is fin-
ished with a family room, bedroom, bath and laundry.
Attached garage, brick and siding, nice carpet, central
heat and air. Please call Donna to view this home today.

803 College
Need a nice
house with a big
garage? This is
it! House has [
large l-shaped |
living room, kit-
chen with new-

er cabinets, din-

estate needs.

ing area with large pantry, three bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths.
There's a partial basement with a family room and large
storage room. Fenced yard, small single garage and large
oversized double car garage.

If these don't meet your needs, please check out some of
my other fine listings....
807 Cherry, 326 Sycamore, 5840 Hwy. 27, 1509 Cherry.
You can view all my listings at www.goodlandrealtor.com.
It would be my pleasure to assist you in finding your
next home! Please give me a call to discuss your real
Donna Moore, 899-2328 or email
donnam@eaglecom.net

1522 Caldwell, 1533 Caldwell,

Terry
|~ =} | Richardson
- 899-3093

terryr

@eaglecom.net

NI

Donna Cynthia
~ = | Moore Butts
‘s - ¥ | 899-6159 899-3944
- donnam gldrealtor
@eaglecom.net @yahoo.com

RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.

1023 Main « Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

MLS.




