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Smaller pumper truck will help drop tax levy

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland Fire Department
willlook for anew pumper that will
fitin its existing building, and prop-
erty owners will see a slight decline
in their tax bills this fall

Scott Gilmer, city fire chief since
May, told the city commissioners at
abudget workshop on Tuesday that
he had $50,000 in his budget for a
two-bay building to house a new
fire engine the city has been saving
up to buy.

He said the existing bay is too

short for a new, larger truck.

Commissioner Josh Dechant
asked if the fire department could
buy a pumper that would fit in an
existing bay.

Gilmer said he could work with
a smaller engine, but the one the
department has is 19 years old and
needs to be replaced.

The commissioners agreed to
have Gilmer find a smaller pumper
that would fitin the exiting bay. The
commissioners did include $7,000
for new hydraulic extraction equip-
ment for the rescue truck.

Gilmer said he was learning a lot
about being the fire chief, and that
City Clerk Mary Volk and City
Manager Wayne Hill had helped
him with the budget. He said the fire
departmentis in pretty good shape,
buthe would like to buy anew com-
pressor to refill the individual air
packs the firemen wear into a burn-
ing building.

The commissioners agree that
was important, and asked Volk if it
could be purchased now.

“This is something that you may
not want to wait on,” Mayor Rick

Billinger said.

Gilmer said he had called and
found a price of $14,000, but now
the company is saying that may not
be right. He said it could be closer
to $16,000 to $17,000.

“There are two things we don’t
scrounge on,” Billinger said, “and
safety is one.”

Dechant asked Gilmer if he
thought the price would go up if the
city waited until the new budget
year. He said it would.

“Do you want to do that now?”
Volk asked. “We could take it out of

reserve, but we’d have to replace it
next year.”

Commissioner Dave Daniels said
if the compressor is failing tests
now, “What happens if we have a
disaster?”

Gilmer said he has plenty of
bottles on hand, and in case of a di-
saster he would call on Colby for
help. The chief said he would get
some bids and bring them back to
the commissioners.

The commissioners agreed to cut
the building for alarger pumper out
of the fire department budget,

Cost of installing water meters could triple, city says
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of employees and help with their
cost. A water meter is costing us
$1,200, and we are charging $300.
[ think this needs to be addressed.”

City Commissioner Josh
Dechant said he thought connec-
tions should be on a cost plus basis.

“I said that last year,” Dechant
added.

City Commissioner John Garcia
said he thought the meter issue had

come up when Kendall Cooper put
in Taco John’s.

Mayor Rick Billinger said he
thought the real stickler in the Taco
John’s matter was the transformer,
not the water. Billinger said the
transformer needed there cost about
$3,000. City officials say custom-
ers pay for extra costs on electrical
hookups.

“There is a set fee for anew busi-
ness if the service is above ground,
depending on the size of the ser-

vice,” said city building inspector
Steve Criswell. “In the case of Taco
John’s, it was an underground one,
which is more expensive, and the
business is charged the additional
cost between the actual tap fee and
the cost of the underground.
“Everybody pays an electric tap
fee, and it is determine by the size
of service thatis installed. An aver-
age 100-amp service would be
$125, and then there is a connect fee
and deposits as determined by the

city ordinance.”

Billinger agreed with Dechant
that the city ought to recover the
cost of materials on water connec-
tions, but he said he was not sure
about the labor, which he said is sort
of a grey area.

Hill said he would work up areso-
lution for the commission changing
the water meter charge to cost plus.
Garciasaid he wanted to see the fig-
ures on the costs.

Rich Simon, public works man-

City budget up 8.5 percent; property tax levy drops
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budget. The commissioners agreed
the development office is impor-
tant, noting that the were glad to see
director Tiffani McMinn getting
things moving ahead.

City Manager Wayne Hill, who
was hired 11 months ago, said he
has learned a lot and continues to
learn every day,

“Ienjoy working with the people
of this community and especially
the city employees, who have the
desire to excel,” Hill said. “I know
there are times when you get com-
plaints about people standing
around and watching one person

Your KEY to business success.

shoveling or down in a manhole. I
think that is deceiving.

“The city employees are excep-
tional and go above and beyond in
their efforts to make this a good city.
Beingacity employee is notalways

easy, and deserves a paton the back
and giving them a nod for the good
things they do.”

Hill said the budget includes a 5
percent for merit raises, and a raise
for the volunteer firemen from $20

arun to $22.

He said the budget includes
money to match grants the city is
working on. He said Amy Thorson,
his executive assistant, has taken
some grant-writing courses.

Air conditioning to Cool off library approved
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air conditioning, the library budget
of $155,073 would be covered by
increasing the property tax levy to
6.2552 mills from the present
4.3401, or a 1.92 mill increase to
cover putting the $37,500 back into
the capital reserve.

Volk said splitting the replace-
ment of the air conditioning cost
allows the whole city budget to stay
within the current property-tax
levy.

Volk said the total city budget had
to be increased by about $78,455
because of the Neighborhood Revi-
talization property tax rebate pro-

gram, and that was split among the
city departments. She said the li-
brary budget went up about $10,000
because of the rebate program.

“The rebate program has to be
figured into the total budget,” Volk
said. “Itis part of the total city valu-
ation, even though the city won’t get
but a small part of it back.”

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising 1s the key to opening the door to new customers.

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM * BUSINESS

SHELTER

INSURANCE

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

New System

785-462-6995
300-611-6735

Professional Window Cleaning

www.MyWindowCleaner.net

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant

Colby, KS 67701
We Do Windows!

Free estimates!

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

ager, said a one-inch tap is costing
the city about $1,800 for materials
and labor. He said the two-inch
meter is more, adding that the cost
of copperhas shotupin the pastyear.
Commissioner Dave Daniels said
he thought the cost had been lower
when the $300 tap fee was set.

Suprise
Him!!!

“Dinner, Bed & Breakfast”
plus a

FREE
Romance Package

Claremont Inn

Stratton,Colorado
1-888-291-8910

www.claremontinn.com
Offer expires 7/31/06

= Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

which brought the budget into bal-
ance and will drop the overall prop-
erty tax levy by .42 percent.

Property taxes for the city are es-
timated to decrease by .24 of a mill
to 56.29 mills, over the this year
(56.53).

Taking a $50,000 home as an ex-
ample, City Clerk Mary Volk said
the property taxes would decrease
about $1.32 for the year. Volk said
commercial property taxes on a
$50,000 business would decrease
about $2.86 for the year.

public notice

LEGAL NOTICE

TO:
CJFINDUSTRIES
800 Bank IV Tower
Topeka, KS 66603

Pursuant to K.S.A. 55-1605
the undersigned current surface
owners hereby give notice of the
lapse of mineral interests un-
used for a period of more the
twenty (20) years on the SW1/4
of Section 17, in Township 8
South, Range 37 West of the 6th
P.M. in Sherman County, Kan-
sas; and N1/2 of Section 17, in
Township 8 South, Range 37
West of the 6th P.M. in Sherman
County, Kansas.

DARRAL CRAFT FAMILY
REVOCABLE TRUST UTD 4/
26/01

CONNIE C. CRAFT FAMILY
REVOCABLE TRUST UTD 4/
26/01

Debra Cook
Diane Krayca
Co-Trustees

Published in The Goodland
Star-News Tuesday, July 18,
2006.

NEED EXTRA CASH?

We will post, sell, and ship your items on eBay!
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TECH SOLUTIONS

HIGHWAY 24
899-4189

216 E.
(785)

WIREDEST-TEL.NET

Open
2 puan. to 6 pum,

~ GOODLAND, K3

Brandon’s

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors ® Windows e Siding ® Decks ® Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

Serving the tri-state area.

Carpentry

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

<= Bison

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Pro Floor Care

Carpet and Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialists!
Call for This Month’s Steam
Cleaning Special!

785-462-8313 -
Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138
Commercial and Residential Carpet
Office and Dining Room Chairs

Recliners - Sofas - Autos
Drop off at our location or we can steam clean at your location

Cell: 443-1091

COMPUTER
PROBLEMS?

CALL

WIR=D)

TECH SOLUTIONS

(785) 899-4199

p& D Builde,,&

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Etc. °
+ Remodels & Additions *

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Firott Just
(@ OOéA‘/

has gone online

Order at
knottjustbooks.spreadtheword.com
or call Linda at

785-890-6444

Reading — a part of life!




