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Firemen Terry Baker (from left; left photo), Sam Zelfer and Don
Leiker checkedtosee |faf|re atthe garage at Dr. David Schnee’s
home at 510 Arcade was out. With temperatures around 100 on
Friday, itwas a hotjob. Rebecca Schnee was taken to the Good-
land Regional Medical Center by ambulance for treatment of
burns andreleased. Fire Chief Scott Gilmer (far right), with Stan

Duell helping, used a saw to go

firefighters who made the call included Kenny Studer, Neil
Normandin, Troy Mannis and Ryan Weiss. Gilmer said the fire
apparently started when Dr. Schnee tried to clean the gas tank
for the lawn mower and a spark ignited fumes in the attached

garage. Most of the damage was from smoke, he said.
Photos by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News
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Tornado response gets good marks during review

By Pat Schiefen
The Goodland Star-News

The city and county were pleased
with how last month’s tornado was
handled, but emergency workers
discussed what could be improved
during a review session at the
Sherman County courthouse.

At the session June 22, Judy
McKee was introduced as the part-
time assistant to Gary Rogers, di-
rector of emergency management.
She replaced Crissy Conger, direc-
tor of central dispatch, in May be-
cause Conger has her hands full
with communications during an
emergency situation. McKee will
handle the emergency management
part for Rogers, who is based in St.
Francis.

Conger said atleast one of the 12
weather radios scattered through-
out the town and county did not
work. Conger and McKee said they
would inspect them to make sure
they work properly.

“All of the weather radios were

taken to the Weather Service and
verified,” she said.

Rogers said he monitored the se-
vere weather from Cheyenne
County.

Scott Gilmer, city fire chief, won-
dered if the “all clear” siren needed
to be reinstated. It was eliminated
10 years ago because law enforce-
ment and dispatch said the “all
clear” signal just confused people.

LeAnn Taylor, municipal court
judge, said the public needs to real-
ize that the weather sirens are an
outside warning. They may not be
heard inside of buildings.

If the city loses power, dispatch
cannot operate the sirens, said
Congers.

Rogers said people need to take
shelter where they are until an “all
clear” is announced on the radio.
David Floyd, warning coordinating
meteorologist for the National
Weather Service office here, said he
thinks the public is getting all the in-
formation they need to be safe.

County commissioners

Curtis Duncan, announcer for
KLOE/KKCI, and chairman of the
Sherman County Red Cross, said
the radio stations broadcast the all
clear as soon as they get it.

Scott Mentzer, meteorologist in
charge of the Goodland weather
office, reviewed the procedure for
severe weather or tornado warn-
ings. Mentzer though the flow of in-
formation went very well during the
June weather. A call had come in
from a storm spotter confirming a
funnel cloud west of town on Eighth
Street, he said.

A warningisactivated onareport
by a trained storm spotter, weather
service or law enforcement officer,
he said.

“We encourage the public to call
us, and they have done a great job
of reporting,” Mentzer said.

Gilmer asked why there are no

designated shelters in town any-
more. In the 1960s, he noted, shel-
ters were designated for fallout or
radioactive threats.

Rogers said that is safer for
peopletotake shelter where they are
rather than risk getting hurt travel-
ing across town to get to a shelter.

An interior room of a strong
structure or basement away for win-
dows and doors can be used to for
shelter, he said.

Business owners, agencies,
churches, medical facilities and
schools need to draw up their own
storm procedures and make them
available to employees, Rogers
said.

Conger said many people have
told her they do not have a tornado
policy to follow.

William McKnight, county
building and grounds supervisor,

Richardson’s Homestead Realty

801 Washington
ONLY 355,000
Owners have reduced
the price on this to
SELL. 4 bedrooms, 2 |7

name rural fire chief

baths, new floor covering except for bathrooms, new

said he worries about people at the
fair grounds.

“There is no safe place on that
property,” he said.

Floyd said the weather service
will alert dispatch and law enforce-
mentto evacuate the public and shut
downthe carnivalrides if astormis
approaching. Duncan said the radio
station would keep people in-
formed.

Rogers said he would like people
to report storm damage for severe
weather, tornado or straight wind.
The damage may not be severe in
one areabut could add up across the
county, soit’simportant that people
report it to Emergency Manage-
ment at 890-5188.

Rogers said he needs a specific
description of roof damage for the
statereporting. There is abig differ-
ence, he said, between losing

shingles and parts of roofs being
gone. This is also true for flooding,
afew inches of water in a basement
versus a few feet.

During the storm, Hanks Café
was asking the city to provide sand
bags, but none was available.

The county does not have sand
bags, said Rogers. It takes too much
time to fill them, the city has no
place to store them and they would
probably rot between uses.

Ray Smee, Goodland police
chief, said most of the flooding is
caused by people driving around
barriers and creating wakes in the
water.

Smee said he was pleased that
Duncan announced highway mile
markers for the location of threat-
ening weather so travelers would
know where it was happening.
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By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County commis-
sioners interviewed three candi-
dates last week for Goodland rural
fire chief, and chose interim chief
Alan David for the job at their meet-
ing Tuesday.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
said all three were excellent appli-
cants. It was atough decision, Tho-
mas said, because all three were
qualified.

corrections

The obituary for Lela Walters on
Page 2 of the July 14 issue of The
Goodland Star-News omitted the
fact that a son, Kenneth Martin of
Stockton, Miss., died July 29,2005,
preceding herindeath. This was due
toincorrectinformation given to the
newspaper.
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The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing inanews story. Please call
our office at (785) 899-2338 to re-
pOrt errors.
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 Need a Ride?

Call General Public Transportation Bus
Services are available within the
City limits of Goodland, Kansas

To schedule a ride call:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm MST
785-899-5082

Donations are accepted
Handicap Accessible
I”Pro;ect Funded in part by the KDOT Public Transit Program”

“Volunteer firemen are very pas-
sionate about fighting fires,” Tho-
mas said. “They spend a lot of time
training and making sure the equip-
ment is ready to handle a fire.”

David, a paramedic for Eagle
Med, was named interim chief af-
ter former fire chief Kenny Griffith
resigned on June 21.

Thomas made a motion Tuesday
to name David as the chief, and
Commissioner Mitch Tiede sec-
onded the appointment, saying he
felt David was the best choice.
Commissioner Kevin Rasure
agreed, and the motion passed
unanimously.

The appointments of rural fire
chiefs for Goodland, Kanorado and
Brewster are to be reviewed every
December Tiede noted.
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exterior doors, single garage, fenced back yard with stor-
age building. Ready to move into. This won't last long at
the current price. Check www.ocwen.com for simulta-
neous listing date. Contact Terry for your personal tour.

1527 Clark
Located on small lot
with lots of house and
garage/workshop this
home offers 4 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, nice
open kitchen, full base-
ment and detached 24 [ £ ;
X 24 and 20 x 20 garages and workshop Perfect for both
mom and the handyman. All for only $68,500.

* Training
« Good Pay
« Good Benefits

«z» Bonanza Foro 7

o Wray and Yuma, CO  MERCURY

Call 970-332-4838
ask for Dick

NEW LISTING

609 Washington
This updated home
would make a great| |
first home or the per- L—
fect one-level home for retirement! The owners have done
lots of updating to make this home ready to move into.
Some of the extras include new central heat and air con-
ditioning, corn stove for those cold winter nights, refin-
ished hardwood floors in living room, nice kitchen with
newer cabinets, new counter top and dishwasher. There
is also a whole house attic fan, new breaker box and lots
more. The house has a nice living room, dining room,
kitchen, laundry room, two bedrooms and full bath. Out-
side is a 87’ x 140' yard with storage shed, driveway and
carport. All this for $43,000! Please call Donna Moore
today to view this home!

Whether buying, selling or looking to have an auction,
the staff at Homestead Realty offers the knowledge and
experience you should expect. Give Terry, Donna or
Cynthia a call and let us work for you.

Sherman Co., Kansas Land bordering Interstate-70 at the
Kanorado Exit offered ABSOLUTE in 6 Tracts & Combinations

778+ ACRES DEVELOPMENT LAND, CROPLAND,
CRP & GRASS WITH ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG SITES

THURSDAY, JULY 27 - 1:00 P.M. MT
Buffalo Inn Convention Center W. Hwy 24, Goodland, Kan.

CRAMER, CRAMER, WALTER & WILSON, SELLERS

TRACTS ARE IN SECTIONS 27 & 28, 8-42, SHERMAN CO., KS.
Land is located on I-70 just 1 mile East of Kan.-Colo. border
TRACT 1: 23+ ac. Grass/Development Land (borders |-70 Exit #1 north)
TRACT 2: 301+ ac. Grass (borders N. side of I-70 & S. side of Hwy 24)
TRACT 3: 24+ ac. CRP/Development Land (borders I-70 Exit #1 south)
TRACT 4: 60+ ac. Grass & 87+ ac. CRP (borders south side of 1-70)
TRACT 5: 189+ ac. Grass (borders south side of 1-70)

TRACT 6: 94+ ac. Cropland (bordered on north and west by Tract 5)

RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.

Terry Donna Cynthia
Richardson ~ = | Moore Butts
899-3093 ‘\ » 1899-6159 899-3944
terryr - donnam gldrealtor
@eaglecom.net @eaglecom.net @yahoo.com

Call today for a
sale bill or print one at
www.shayrealty.com

e ’ . ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG SITES are
“" |located on Tracts 2 & 4. Those tracts

o

will be sold with easements so that
this important work can continue.

e

1023 Main » Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

MLS.

REALTY, Inc.

Serving Kan. - Colo. - Neb.

Rodney W. Shay, Broker, 785-332-2566
Ryan W. Shay, Broker, Auctioneer
Reese W. Shay, Broker, Auctioneer
Diana Skiles, Broker, Auctioneer

www.shayrealty.com



