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The column “From the Vault” has not
been in The Goodland Star-News because
its writer Marcia Smith has been busy mov-
ing. The column will resume soon.

Learning center’s director prepares for new year
By Sharon Corcoran

The Goodland Star-News
There’s new paint on the walls,

the furniture has been rearranged,
files organized, computers waiting
— now all that’s needed are the stu-
dents.

Lori Graybill took over as direc-
tor of the Goodland Learning Cen-
ter on Aug. 1, and classes will be-
gin Wednesday, but she says her job
started before that.

Graybill, who used to teach com-
puter skills to the handicapped in
the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, gave
the center a makeover (with help
from her family) to get it ready for
the school year.

“I wanted students to feel at home
here,” she said. “Hopefully, this is
a place that is fun and a good learn-
ing experience.”

Graybill said she and her assis-
tant, Peggy Klinge, have been busy
sending out letters to last year’s stu-
dents and those who didn’t gradu-
ate from high school, getting orga-
nized and enrolling students. Now
they are ready for school to start.

Adults can go to the center to
complete their high school diploma,
she said, high school students can
make up credits for failed courses,
and anyone who just wants to take
a class can stop in and learn.

The center is a high-school drop-
out recovery program, Graybill
said, but adults can come in for in-
dividual classes as well, including
Spanish or English as a Second Lan-
guage.

Most of the curriculum is on the

computers, she said, so students
with high speed internet service can
work from home. There are com-

puters available at the center as
well, and students can work at their
own pace.

The class work is individualized,
Graybill said; students can come in
after work, do the work whenever

they want from home, even bring
their children in with them. There’s
an area where children can play or
watch videos.

“We do all we can to accommo-
date,” she said, “so they can get a
diploma.”

The center keeps about the same
schedule as Goodland High School,
Graybill said, closing for holiday
breaks and for weather. And it has a
similar curriculum to the high
school, with students earning cred-
its for classes, she said, and students
who graduate from the center get a
diploma through the high school.

Students can begin classes
throughout the school year, she
said, but the center’s enrollment is
only counted through Oct. 1, so it’s
best if they enroll early. The money
comes through the school district,
she said, and is based on how many
students the center has.

That also means there is no
charge for taking the classes. The
only ones who have to pay, Graybill
said, are high school students who
come in after school to make up a
class they failed.

Graybill is a licensed teacher with
a degree in grades 7-12 math. She
lived in Minnesota for 20 years,
teaching in school for five, then did
computer training at a rehabilitation
center for five years and after that
on her own. She went to people’s
homes and worked with people with
disabilities, including the visually
impaired.

Graybill said she did a lot of voice
training to help people use their

voice to control the computer if
they had a spinal injury or carpal
tunnel syndrome. It was a good
business, she said.

“This is just as big a challenge,”
she said of the learning center. “I
will use a lot of what I learned
there. A lot of people coming here
will have learning disabilities. I
will be able to accommodate
them.”

She said her husband Arnold
was a diesel mechanic in Minne-
sota but always wanted to be a
farmer. His grandparents and
uncle lived on a farm north of
Kanorado. When they died, the
couple decided to sell their home
in Minnesota.

“We were tired of the city,” Lori
Graybill said, “and were ready to
get back to a simpler life.”

There are trade-offs to moving
to the farm, she said. It was handy,
she said, every day driving past
Best Buy, Home Depot and the
Mall of America. But here, she
said, there is peace and quiet here,
and she can see the stars at night.

They lived in the suburbs around
the Twin Cities, she said, and put
150 miles on their car each day. And
then there was rush hour traffic.

“Sometimes I miss the lakes and
how green it is up there,” Graybill
said, “but I do not miss the traffic.”

Also moving to the farm with
them are her parents, Rolland and
Shirley Schrunk. Her father’s
skills with installing tiles and
plumbing came in handy in re-
modeling the center, she said.

Reading the Bible cover to cover
is a journey through diverse sub-
jects, recorded by people with
vastly different lives.

The Bible contains God’s laws,
stories of people both faithful to
God and not faithful, songs, prov-
erbs, prophecies and even a love
story. The Song of Solomon was
written by King Solomon about a
love he couldn’t win. Despite being
Israel’s king and having wealth be-
yond compare, he could not win the
love of a simple country girl be-
cause she was already in love with
a shepherd boy.

The song is expressed through a
series of conversations between
Solomon and the girl, a Shulamite,
and between the girl and the shep-
herd boy she loved, between her and
her brothers, court ladies and
women of Jerusalem.

A conversation between the
Shulamite and the shepherd is re-
corded at Song of Solomon 2:1-4:
“‘A mere saffron of the coastal plain
I am, a lily of the low plains.’

‘Like a lily among thorny weeds,
so is my girl companion among the
daughters.’

‘Like an apple tree among the
trees of the forest, so is my dear one
among the sons. His shade I have
passionately desired, and there I
have sat down, and his fruit has been
sweet to my palate. He brought me
into the house of wine, and his ban-
ner over me was love.’”

This likely seems sappy to many,
but this is a love so strong it pre-
vented the young woman from be-
ing swayed by the king’s wealth,
prominence and power. She didn’t

even consider choosing him in-
stead.

That strong of loyalty is rare to-
day, especially considering reports
of divorce rates today. A Centers of
Disease Control web site gives the
figures as 7.8 marriages and 3.7 di-
vorces per 1,000 people in the
United States, projecting that if
those rates continue, half of all mar-
riages would fail.

The Shulamite’s love and loyalty
also provide a fine example for
anointed Christians of the strength
of love and loyalty between them
and Christ. It may be this the apostle
Paul had in mind when he wrote the
words at 2 Corinthians 11:2: “For I
am jealous of you with a godly jeal-
ousy, for I personally promised you
in marriage to one husband that I
might present you as a chaste virgin

to the Christ.”
Song of Solomon is

followed by the book
of Isaiah. The first six
chapters describe con-
ditions in Judah and
Jerusalem and relate
the people’s guilt be-

fore God and Isaiah’s role as a
prophet to warn the people of Judah
about the consequences of their ac-
tions.

The next six chapters contain
God’s pronouncements against
many nations and salvation by the
Prince of Peace. Historic events of
Hezekiah’s reign and the release of
Jews from Babylon and their return
to restore Zion round out the infor-
mation in the book.

Isaiah 1:2-4 says, “Hear, O heav-
ens, and give ear, O earth, for God
himself has spoken: ‘Sons I have
brought up and raised, but they
themselves have revolted against
me. A bull well knows its buyer, and
the ass the manger of its owner; Is-
rael itself has not known, my own
people have not behaved under-
standingly.’

“Woe to the sinful nation, the
people heavy with error, an evildo-
ing seed, ruinous sons! They have
left God, they have treated the Holy
One of Israel with disrespect, they
have turned backwards.”

The warning is that bad conduct
cannot be hidden from God, and he
does not take it lightly.

Verses 19 and 20 say, “If you
people show willingness and do lis-

ten, the good of the land you will eat.
But if you people refuse and are ac-
tually rebellious, with a sword you
will be eaten up; for the very mouth
of God has spoken it.”

God is willing to forgive if we lis-
ten to him and are not rebellious, but
we have to make that choice. Oth-
erwise, there are serious conse-
quences to our actions.

Isaiah contains prophecies of a

wonderful future for those who do
listen to God. Chapter 65, Verses 21
and 23 say, “And they will certainly
build houses and have occupancy;
and they will certainly plant vine-
yards and eat their fruitage. They
will not toil for nothing, nor will
they bring to birth for disturbance;
because they are the offspring made
up of the blessed ones of God, and
their descendants with them.”

Bible contains laws, stories, songs, prophecies, even a love story
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Lori Graybill spends a lot of time on the computer in her new role as director of the Goodland Learn-
ing Center.                Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News
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