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Seniors can tour Paris from office chair

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Nursing home residents can now
travel the world, ride a bicycle
through the woods, race an 18-
wheeler, watch favorite television
shows from their younger years and
watch a slide show of theirlives, all
from an office chair.

The Sherman County Good Sa-
maritan Center, with help from sev-
eral donors, spent $18,000 on a
high-powered computer system
with software, high-speed Internet
access, a steering wheel for race
games, a cycle for exercise, a pro-
jector and keyboards with large let-
ters so residents can stay mentally
and physically active and do some
of the things they always wanted.

The center calls it a “resident-
centered activity department” pro-
gram, said Administrator Rick
Reeser, and the name of the soft-
ware is “It’s Never 2 Late.” People
can use the program to take several
virtual trips, to the mountains of
Colorado, Hawaii or Paris, among
others. By moving the mouse, they
can have a 360-degree panoramic
view of their surroundings, even
view the Eiffel Tower from under-
neath.

Good Samaritan staff can make
slide shows of activities, such as the
Northwest Kansas District Free
Fair and birthday parties, and of the
residents’ lives, which they can
watch either on a monitor or pro-
jected onto a big screen.

Residents have touch-screen ac-
cess to the Internet and e-mail. To
access their favorite webssites, they
only have totouchapicture of them-
selves on the screen and then touch
a picture of what the site is about.
The computer can help them send
interactive e-mail.

The center has had the computer
a few months, Reeser said, and the
staff is still trying to learn all of the

things it will do. They can hook it
up to an exercise cycle, he said and
work with either their arms or legs.
The screen will show them biking
through a forest, he said, orthey can
enjoy beinginacarrace. They have
a steering wheel, he said, and the
faster they pedal, the faster the car
goes.

The idea, he said, is to give the
residents diversity and exercise.

A Colby woman has pleaded
no contest the deaths of two
Colby people whodied in a traf-
fic accidentalmostayearagoin
return for having charges re-
duced from vehicular homicide
to a traffic violation.

Aspartofthe pleaagreement,
Dawnelle L. Umberger, 34,
pleaded no contest Aug. 21 to a
traffic violation in Thomas
County District Court.

Umberger’s plea has the same
effect as a guilty plea to failing
to yield the right-of-way to
Roger L. Blau and Roberta
Casey in an accident Oct. 1,
2005.

The Kansas Highway Patrol
reported that Blau and Casey
were riding a motorcycle north
on Range Avenue at 8:30 p.m.
near College Drive.

State troopers said the acci-
dent happened when the driver
of the Excursion, Umberger,
made a left turn into the Colby
Bowl and Fun Center in front of
the 2003 Yamaha motorcycle,

Woman fined
for fatal accident

which was headed north. The
motorcycle struck the left front
corner of the vehicle, killing both
riders, the Kansas Highway Pa-
trol reported.

Troopers said they weren’t
certain whether Blau was wear-
ing a helmet but did say his pas-
senger, Casey, was not. Um-
berger and her passenger in the
Excursion both were wearing
seat belts.

Umberger was originally
charged with two counts of ve-
hicular homicide and one traffic
violation. As part of the plea
agreement, Thomas County At-
torney Andrea Wyrick asked Dis-
trict Magistrate Judge Richard
Ress to dismiss the vehicular ho-
micide charges with prejudice,
meaning they cannot be filed
again.

Colby lawyer Todd Stramel
represented Umberger, who was
ordered by Ress to pay a fine of
$60 and court costs of $117 for
failure to yield.

They can play games like “Wheel
of Fortune” and “Jeopardy,” watch
old television programs, look up
and watch moments from history
andevenlook upreligious informa-
tion, he said, such as the Lord’s
Prayer, the 10 Commandments and
sections of the Bible. The computer
gives them pictures and soothing
music, he said, along with texts
from the Bible, such as the beati-

tudes.

The staff can scan in pictures of a
resident’s life, Reeser said, and do
a “This is Your Life” type of thing
and put it on a compact disk for
them.

“I had seen this type of thing at
funerals,” he said, “and thought it
was neat to learn that but it would
have been nice to know sooner. |
would have known what to talk to

them about and what they’re inter-
ested in.”

Several residents can watch the
presentation, he said, and get to
know the person better.

Reeserlearned about the program
when he took over as administrator
at the St. Francis Good Samaritan
Center at the first of the year. The
previous administrator had set up
the program there, and Reeser

Rick Reeser (left), administrator atthe Sherman County
Good Samaritan Center, demonstrated Tuesday how
one of the virtual tours of Paris works on the center’s
new computer with “It’s Never 2 Late” software. Myrna
Kelley (above), a resident, touches a picture on the

screen to open her favorite horse program.
Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

thought it would be good to have in
Goodland.

The Evangelical Lutheran Good
Samaritan Society encourages get-
ting things like this for the residents
if the center can afford it, Reeser
said; it took a step of faith to do it,
butit’s paid off. Alot of the cost was
the software, he said; it has tremen-
dous capabilities, and the computer
has a lot of memory.

'Two people called by phone scammers

Atleasttwo Goodland senior citi-
zens were saved from losing their
money to a “bank security” phone
scam this week, Goodland police
said Thursday morning.

Sgt. Greg Kroskey said two
banks called saying they had cus-
tomers who were being asked to
give out their bank account infor-
mation over the phone.

“The people on the phone were
saying they were doing a security
fraud check,” Kroskey said, “and
asking for the bank account infor-
mation.

“A coupledid give their informa-
tion, but they called their bank and
the bank employees were able to
stop any loss.”

Kroskey said all the people ap-

correction

proached were seniors who receive
Social Security checks at the begin-
ning of the month. A couple of the
people called were asked for their
Social Security numbers, he said.

“They did not give those out,”
Kroskey said, “and one said they
were going to call the police. The
caller hung up.”

He said an e-mail received at one
of the banks warned about a simi-
lar scam where the caller is saying
they need the bank account infor-
mation to remove it from a public
access list.

“Bank accounts and Social Secu-
rity numbers are not public infor-
mation,” Kroskey said. “You
should never give those outover the
phone to someone you do notknow.

Thelisting of freshman members
of the Cowgirls volleyball team on
Page 10 of Tuesday, Aug. 29, edi-
tion of The Goodland Star-News
was short one name. The name of
Katie Clancy was missing. This was
areporting error.
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The Goodland Star-News will

correct any mistake or misunder-
standing ina news story. Please call
our office at (785) 899-2338 to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should be fair and factual. We want
to keep an accurate record and ap-
preciate you calling to our attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

“If you get a call like this, ask for
a name or a phone number and tell
them you are going to call the bank
to verify the request or you are go-
ing to call the police. Usually they
hang up quickly.”

Kroskey said all four banks have
been notified about the phone
scams. He said people are urged to
call the police if they receive such
acall.

“Luckily enough, the people
called their bank this time,”
Kroskey said, “and the bank em-

ployees were able to stop any at-
tempt to drain their accounts.

“It is hard for people, but if this
happens, there is not much the po-
lice candoto catch these people. We
would have to have help from the
federal level, and even then, by the
time they traced the electronic trans-
fer, the money would be long gone.”

The moral of the story, he said, is
don’t give out your account num-
bers over the phone, ever. If in
doubt, call someone you trust, the
bank or police for advice.

New Listing

811 Eustis
$59,500

Sellers have completed |

many upgradesonthis3 [i

BR - 1.5 Bath Rancher.

Thereis new siding, sprinkler system, some new fencing, new
back deck plus interior improvements. Great Eastside loca-
tion!! Checkout this new listing. Call Rose Koggie.

Price Reduced
1108 Caldwell
$59,500
Thisadorable bungalow
has tons of charm with
its original woodwork
andinviting front porch.
It has a no maintenance

exterior with steel siding and sorrets There are v bedrooms,

full bath, spacious living room and eat-in kitchen on the main
floor. The full basement offers family room, large bedroom
and bathroom. Afenced backyard and detached garage round
outthe package. Neat, clean and ready to move into describes

THERE’S MORE TO INVESTING

Hays Medical Center IN CDs THAN JUST

l 1 / E :'L CO ]\ 1 E : S DeBakey Heart BUYING CDs. this home. Make your appointment with Rose Koggie.
. . Have you seen this one yet?

Dreiling/Schmidt Cancer High CD rates alone 1307 Cherryy y

Adeel Pervez, M.D. ey won’t help you get the $38,000

Asuper, neat bungalow,
which offers 2 main floor
bedrooms, spacious liv-
ingroom, sunny kitchen
and full basement, is
ready and waiting for
you. Extras include an

most out of a CD. We’ll
create a CD investing
plan that can generate the
income you want, with-
out tying all your money

to Pulmonology Associates Imaging Center

of Hays

Ambulatory Surgicenter

Dr. Pervez completed his Internal Medicine Residency and
Critical Care Medicine Fellowship at the University of Pittsburgh

Rehabilitation

Medical Center in McKeesport, Pennsylvania. Dr. Pervez has Spine Surgery up for years. i”Vi;‘i ng front cl?olrt:k?

i i o To learn about a CD strategy single garage and all the —
also completed a fell'owsh1p.1n P.ulm.onary Medicine at th? Joint & Hand Care Center that makes sense, call or charm of awell maintained older home. Just caII Rose Koggie
Western Pennsylvania Hospital in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. visit your local investment for your chance to see this new HomeLand listing
Dr. Pervez is board certified in Internal Medicine. Dr. Pervez representative today.
is accepting appointments for pulmonary and sleep disorder Eye Surgery i Yost

atients beginning September 11th at Pulmonology Associates - :

p & £-Cp v gy Woman, Infants & Pediatrics { Investment GOODLAND Clfaft s o e D e
of Hays. = he " Respresentative Tom Harrison, Owner R o

114 E11th Brc;lé;ril ﬁl;c(t)lrsn;er com/homeland
Please welcome Dr. Pervez and his family to Hays! l+ i i Goodland, KS, Taas

114 West 12th » Goodland, KS
67735 ’
- : 785-899-3060

2214 Canterbury Drive  Hays Kansas 67601  785.261.7450 www.haysmed.com HaysMedicalCenter 785-899-3611 Fax: 7856993100

Rose Koggie Assoc. Broker
785-899-7464
Hazel Estes
785-899-3060
Make an appointment to see any of our fine
Homeland listings!
WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO...CALL!!

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Classified ads work! 899-2338
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of Gdodland LLC
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