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from our viewpoint...

Answer to torture
ought to be ‘No.’

I traveled through storms for class reunion

Congress debates, the administration whines, the CIA wants
this or that, but there ought to be a clear answer when it comes to
torture.

No.
Sen. John McCain, tortured brutally during his years as a pris-

oner in Vietnam, know the score. He’s led the fight to get the U.S.
away from any kind of prisoner abuse.

The war on terror is vital, yes, and the military and intelligence
agencies need to interrogate captured terrorists. That should never
involve torture, and hopefully the bill set to come out of Congress
will set some clear guidelines.

Torture is not part of our heritage, though it once was common
enough in what we like to call Western Civilization. Our consti-
tution bans “cruel and unusual” punishment and gives criminals
the right to refuse to answer questions.

The standard we uphold at home is good enough for us to up-
hold abroad.

One problem is defining torture.
Some of the excesses of Abu Ghrabi amounted to nothing more

that sophomoric pranks, while other approached and some passed
the limit. There’s no excuse for mistreating prisoners, but ours is
one of the few armies in this world that actually punishes soldiers
for stepping over the line.

That’s one thing. Torturing prisoners, using pain to elicit an-
swers, is wrong whenever and wherever it’s done.

The United States should have no part in it. For one thing, pris-
oners will say about anything to stop torture, and the answers they
give often are not accurate.

There are gray areas, too. Tactics aimed at disorienting prison-
ers and breaking down their will, such as leaving the lights on day
and night or keeping a cell warm or cold, sometimes are lumped
in with torture.

The CIA has kept key prisoners in secret lockups in eastern
Europe, some inherited from the old Soviet regime Abu Ghrabi
itself, a notorious Baghdad prison, came to us from Saddam Hus-
sein.

Stalin, Lenin, Saddam.
Are those names we want to be associated with?
The Bush administration has tried to make its own rules as the

war on terror evolved. That’s no way for a nation to do business.
Torture is not part of our agenda. It can never be part of our

agenda.
When, as happens in any war, soldiers get out of hand, the U.S.

should do what it’s always done: prosecute the violators and teach
the rest a lesson.

When agencies want to go beyond what’s acceptable, we the
people need to make our will clear.

And that will does not include torture in any form.
Are you listening, Washington? — Steve Haynes

that one — sounds more interesting than most.
While two classmates never married, a good

two-thirds of us have had the same mate for 35
years or more.

Most have children — Bob and Marcia, who
married shortly after high school,  have eight
and Regina has five children and 13 grandchil-
dren.

While most of us have been married for years
and years and our children are grown or in col-
lege, Lyle has 5-year-old twins. He didn’t bring
his wife and I can only pray that she is a lot
younger than he is.

In high school, Dennis liked Leanna and
Leanna loved Mike, whom she married right
after graduation. Dennis moved to Arizona and
married. Several years after both marriages
broke up, they found each other again and were
wed in 1995. They win my lovebird award.

Me, I was the know-it-all, the Lucy from
Peanuts, the Margaret from Dennis the Men-
ace. I wasn’t good at sports and wasn’t socially
adept, but I was the class valedictorian. But,
most of you could have guessed that already.

After spotting the differences in weight, hair
and wrinkles, we got down to some serious
gabbing and discovered that we really hadn’t
changed all that much at all. Marcia is still a
tomboy, Sharon is still shy, Regina is still the
organizer and I’m still a know-it-all.

Through rain and sleet and dark of night and
a foot of snow, I made it to my class reunion.

Although Concordia is only three hours
away, I had to take two planes to get to my re-
union. I was in Colorado on vacation.

When I woke up to a foot of snow that Fri-
day morning, I was afraid I wouldn’t make my
plane. But I caught the plane in Alamosa and
flew to Denver, then changed planes for Mc-
Cook. From there, I drove to Concordia for the
reunion.

Forty years is a long time, but 29 out of 30 of
us are still around, though Sharon has suffered
a heart attack, Bob’s had both knees replaced
and Marcia can’t see out of one eye or hear out
of one ear.

For a bunch in our late 50s, we’re in pretty
good shape.

The turnout was good. We had 21 class mem-
bers and three former classmates for dinner or
drop by afterwards.

I graduated from Notre Dame High School
in Concordia in 1966. Twenty out of 30 of us
had gone to school together for 12 years. Sev-
eral friends elected to go to the public high
school, but we still counted them as classmates.

The award for the one who came the farthest
went to Phillip from Seattle. The award for the
grayest went to the homecoming queen — not
because she was grayer than many others, but

because they figured that since she’s a beauti-
cian, she should have fixed it.

They didn’t give an ugly-duckling-to-swan
award, but it would have gone to Emily. She
couldn’t drive as a teen-ager because she
couldn’t see well enough to pass the test. She
was tall and uncoordinated. She was also the
only girl in the school with braces  — an en-
tirely-too-expensive luxury for most of us in
those days.

Today, she is a tall, confident woman who
must have had eye surgery, since she drove to
the reunion from her home in Topeka.

Steve couldn’t go with me to the dinner, so I
took my sister, Marie. She is six years younger
than me but has lived in Concordia most of her
life and knows everyone. She seemed to have
a good time and was better at identifying class-
mates, who had somehow aged about 40 years,
than I was.

I wasn’t the only one to bring my sister. Sam
brought his, too. He said after the last reunion,
his wife refused to return. I must have missed

Americans have been far too cavalier in dis-
missing the chances of another major terror
strike, and the Democrats have gone much too
far out on a limb in opposing Bush’s efforts to
interrogate terror suspects and to wiretap inter-
national phone calls. (By the way, Sen. John
McCain, the Arizona Republican, may be in the
process of killing his chances for the GOP
nomination and Sen. Lindsay Graham of South
Carolina may be in midst of destroying his re-
election chances over the same issue.) The re-
ality of these threats may well be clearer as the
election approaches, kindled by the fifth-anni-
versary reminders of 9/11.

So, did Americans wake up to the need to
keep Republicans in office to defend against
terror? Or was it just a snooze alarm and will
they go back to sleep? The polls in the next
weeks will tell the story.

Eileen McGann coauthored this column. As
lawyer and consultant, she a chief executive
offier of VOTE.com and Legislativevote.com.
She works with Dick Morris on campaigns and
around the world, specializing in using the In-
ternet to influence elections.

Dick Morris was an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. E-mail for Dick Morris is
dmredding@aol.com.

With the Gallup Poll showing a spike in
President Bush’s approval ratings and a nar-
rowing of the gap between Democrats and Re-
publicans in congressional preferences, a
looming question is how enduring the change.

Will it last until November?
Presidential-support scores and party ballot

preferences are notoriously fickle, often
swinging one way or another in a matter of
weeks. I recall vividly how Bill Clinton felt that
his ratings had improved after his orchestration
of a Mideast peace accord between Jordan and
Israel one week before the 1994 elections.  He
returned home buoyed by the uptick and de-
termined to campaign for deserving Demo-
crats. But his campaigning backfired. It made
the newly minted statesman seem like a party
politician and his ratings dropped, paving the
way for the ’94 debacle for the Democrats.

The growth in Republican fortunes is not
based on any real change in either the economy
or the war on terror. Very little is different in
September than in June or July. The hike in
Bush’s ratings and in Republican chances is
entirely due to a change in voter perceptions
brought about by the confluence of three
events:

• The thwarting of a serious al-Qaida plan to
blow up airplanes over the Atlantic.

• The renewed national debate on imprison-
ment and interrogation of terror suspects.

• The anniversary of Sept.11, the Bush
speech on that day, and the ABC-TV
docudrama exposing the failure of Clinton’s
efforts to get bin Laden.

These events have not only served to rivet
public attention on the war on terror, but the
domestic effort to protect our security, draw-
ing the public’s focus from the War in Iraq. It
is no longer necessary to approve of the war in
order to want to keep Republicans in power to
avoid dilution of our anti-terror initiatives.

The problem for the Republicans is that the
voters badly want the Democrats to win when
it comes to almost every issue other than do-
mestic terror. Despite the good economy, they
trust Democrats more on jobs. The deficit is
shrinking, but they still trust Democrats more
on the budget. And on issues like Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, drug costs, education, climate
change, and the environment, they trust Demo-
crats more and always have.

Only on immigration do the Republicans
battle successfully, but their ability to cite their
efforts is undermined by their failure to get
together and pass immigration reform when
they controlled both houses of Congress and
the White House.

So, with the underlying situation not much
changed, it’s likely that the mood will pass and
that the Democrats will resume their domina-
tion of the 2006 election.

The problem for the Democrats is that we
really do face a huge terrorist threat and there
really is a key difference between the parties
in how they would handle it. A Democratic
victory giving them control of both houses
would, in fact, undermine our efforts to keep
America safe. The need for the Patriot Act and
NSA wiretapping and the need to resist Demo-
cratic attempts to undermine them is never
more apparent than in the 9/11 Commission
report as highlighted in the ABC mini-series.

GOP wake up call or Dems snooze alarm?
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Letter Policy
The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters

from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include
a telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.


