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Commissioner wins re-election

COUNTY, from Page 1a

about average on his irrigated corn,
and thinks the rains in October gave
the wheat a good start.

“I think the rains helped change
people’s attitude,” he added.

The write-in challenger, Neufeld,
said was philosophical.

“I was disappointed,” Neufeld
said, “but that is the democratic pro-
cess.

“There were a lot of people who
helped me during both campaigns.
[ believe Iran good, positive races,
and I don’t think I could have done
anything different.

“I truly hope Mr. Thomas listens
to the fact that 55 percent of the vot-

ers in his district voted for achange.

“I hope anyone who met me
would agree I am a person of high
integrity. I do not believe in ap-
proaching any situation with nega-
tivity, whether it is in my personal,
business, or in this mostrecent case,
political life.

“I knew that by throwing my hat
into the political ring, I was open-
ing myself up to the political scru-
tiny of the community. It seems like
national to local level, political
campaigns have become increas-
ingly negative based. [ hope every-
one realizes I kept my campaign
featuring positive future outcomes.

“I'will continue to work hard for
this community, as it is our home,

and we will continue to make it the
best place in northwest Kansas.

“Finally I thank my family, who
have provided me with an unwaver-
ing, unlimited amount of support
during the past four months of the
campaigns.”

The independent candidate Pet-
tijohn, reached at his home im-
provement store on Business U.S.
24, said he wasn’t surprised that he
didn’t win.

“It was an experience,” he said.
“I like experiences. It is different.

“I figured as an independent I
would not get very far. I thought I
would try it once or twice.

“I haven’t given up. Why give
up? You don’t do that until you are

dead. I feel I am in good shape and
have time to donate to other things
than my business and family.

“I was surprised about some of
the bias of the people who found out
I was an independent. It was just
little bitty things that Inoticed. I fig-
ured I had the experience and wis-
dom to guide the community.”

Asked if he might run for office
again Pettijohn said maybe.

“I'mightrun for the city commis-
sion,” he said. “Will have to wait
and see. [ haven’t taken a vacation
for years. With a mom-and-pop
store, if you close fora week, people
think you are closing up. Both my
wife and I are now on Social Secu-
rity and I have more time.”

Injured guardsman returns from Iraq

IRAQ, from Page 1a

“The convoys gotto be abouttwo
to three miles long,” he said. “We
had 10 vehicles for security. There
would be some sweeps before we
left, but only to the city limits. We
were on our own from there. We
crossed our fingers.”

He said they would leave Mosul
at night and drive to the Turkish
border, spending the day there and
returning the next night. He said
there is another route south of
Mosul and then back to their base.

“We were pretty much on the road
every night,” he said. “I'had 28 mis-

sions before I got hurt.”

While in Iraq Gonzales said, he
keptin touch with hisMom, daugh-
ter Erika, 15, son Alec, 8, and his
fiancé, Stephanie Cochran.

He said he would e-mail his
mother and daughter, and tried to
call every other night.

Gonzales said he was born in
Uvalde, Texas, but the family
moved to Goodland and he gradu-
ated from Goodland High School in
1979.

He joined the Army and was an
artillery man for nine years, sta-
tioned in Korea, Germany, Fort
Stewart, Ga., and Fort Carson, Colo.

Aurora Honda

3x5
in back

“I gotoutabout six months before
the Gulf War,” he said.

Gonzales said he came back to
Goodland and started driving truck
with Ron Ketter of Tri-State Com-
modities. He then went to work
driving with John Eisenbart as a
partner. He said he gotinto the horse
business and then got called up to
gotoIraq.

Gonzales said he kept in touch
with Eisenbart from Iraq.

“I think we are doing a good (in
Iraq),” he said. “We are doing what
we are supposed to do and we got a
lot of cooperation from the civil-
ians.”
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His mom said she has two neph-
ews from Texas inthe Army inIraq,
another in the Marines who will be
going, and one in the Navy who will
be off the coast.

Gonzales said he did not get to
bring his photos and stuff back.

“I'had a gown from the hospital,
my uniform and boots, and achange
of underwear,” he said. “They are
shipping all the other stuff back to
me.”

Voting went OK;

counting was slow

It was along night Tuesday for
Sherman County election offi-
cials, as counting machines
balked, holding up the unofficial
results, until almost midnight.

Clerk Janet Rumpel said the
voting machines at the Veterans
of Foreign Wars Hall worked
well, but the counting machines
at the courthouse gave her grief.

Unlike reports from other parts
of the state, Rumpel said, there
were not any long lines or delays
for voters here.

She it was after 10 p.m. before
they had the firstresults, from ad-
vance and absentee voting. It
took until nearly midnight to get
the preliminary tally, and it was
early Wednesday before she fin-
ished checking and the numbers.

The election board had to
check the write-in votes, which
slowed down the process, but
Rumpel said the biggest holdup
was the counting machine. She
said Crystal Wright, the county’s
computer person, had to call the
company several times before the
machine would run. Rumpel said

apparently one of the electronic
cards in the machine was bad, but
Wright was able to switch it and
the backup worked.

She said 1,951 of 4,074 regis-
tered voters went to the poll, a49
percent turnout. Four years ago
when Commissioner Chuck Tho-
mas ran unopposed, 51 percent
turned outto vote and he received
580 votesin District 1. Voter turn-
out in the presidential election
year two years ago was 67 per-
cent, Rumple said.

Sherman County commission-
ers will canvass the votes Mon-
day morning rather than Friday,
since the courthouse will be
closed today for Veterans Day.

Rumpel said she has 25 provi-
sional ballots, not enough to
change any of the races. Provi-
sion ballots are given to people
who want to vote, but aren’t on
the list because they may have
moved from one place in the
county to another without rereg-
istering. She said the commis-
sioners will decide on Monday if
those votes will be counted.
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Carry-Out
ACROSS 1 2 3 11 12 13
1. Rode a tandem Tz
6. Food fit for a pig
10. Spy Mata ___ 17
14. Cheering loudly
15. __ contendere 20 .
(court plea)
16. All fired up 24
17. Single-season
home run king
19. _-ROOter B3 134
20. Had a bite
21. Tap gently 39
22. Never-ending
24. Driveway gunk 3
26. Turkey topper =
27. Common sprain
spot
29. 24-hour auto race
33. Physicist Niels 57 |58
36. __ End (London E
section) 62 ]
38. Prize won by 33- 2
Across in 1922 ee 7 s 5
39. Tech's customer 55 5 = ;:
40. Fussed over, with z
"on" American Profile Hometown Content 061105
42. San __ (ltalian
Riviera city) 70. Upper hand 13. Teen fave 52. Prim and proper
43. Does in 71. Type in again 18. Issued orders, like  54. Big name in
45. New Delhi wrap a drill sergeant handguns
46. Amorphous mass DOWN 23. Roulette bet 55. Hair-raising
47. It's worn with tails 1. Rummy cakes 25. J.R. Ewing player 56. Like an oboe's
49. Singer Ronstadt 2. Really steamed 26. Unified whole, in sound
51. Salt's "Halt!" 3. 38th parallel land psychology 57. Something to
53. Cookie flavoring 4. Musical talent 28. Mekong River pitch
57. Speaker's sudden 5. "All for Love" poet land 58. Funnyman
change of course John 30. Genesis victim Sandler
60. Resistance unit 6. Nose-in-the-air 31. Nautilus skipper 59. Back of the neck
61. Stan who created type 32. He's no neat freak  60. Caen's river
Spider-Man 7. Ban-__ (shirt 33. Narc's operation 64. Rule, for short
62. Cheese in a ball material) 34. Scandinavian 65. Part of a soccer
63. "I've Got a Secret" 8. Like a big brother capital match chant
host 9. USPS part 35. Old jalopy
66. Auto parts giant 10. Potter portrayer 37. /L;:CTFGSS Hagcher The crossword
67. Creditor's claim on "M*A*S*H" 41. Boat on a boat
68. 1961 Heston tite  11. Bell-ringing 44. Salt away puzzle brought
role company 48. Hair snarl to you by
69. Some feds 12. Beatles meter 50. Light switch, of
maid sorts
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Classifieds can help clean out your closets. Call 899-2338.




