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Ordinary Mary was used in extraordinary way

A small boy was writing a letter
to God about the Christmas presents
he wanted badly.

He wrote: “Dear God, I’ve been
good for six months now,” but after
thinking about what he just wrote,
he crossed out the “six months” and
wrote “three.”

After another pause, that was
crossed outand he put “two weeks.”
There was another pause and then
that was crossed out too. In frustra-
tion, he threw the pencil down and
got up from the table.

While doing so, his eyes met the
nativity scene that was set-up under
the Christmas tree. The little boy
made a beeline for the nativity grab-
bing a pillow case in route.

He picked up Mary and put it in-
side the pillow case and returned to
the table and picked up the pencil.

steve
rains

This is what he wrote: “Dear God,
if you ever want to see your mother
again...” Don’t you love child-like
faith and honesty?

I'want us to learn from Mary, the
mother of Jesus. What draws me to
this topic today is just her plain old
ordinariness.

Like in most things, there are alot
of misconceptions about Mary: Not
once in the Bible does it say we’re
to worship her. Not once does it say
she was perfector sinless. Itdoes not
say she was God. God took an ordi-
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nary woman
and used her in
an extraordi-
nary way.
That’s what
makes her spe-
cial.

Why did God
choose Mary? It wasn’t because of
her education because she didn’t
have any. And it wasn’t because of
her wealth because she was poor.
And it wasn’t because she was ma-
ture because she was a teenager.

God chose Mary because she
trusted God. Mary had all kinds of
fears, but she neverlether fears con-
trol her. Instead, she modeled the
three things you must have in your
life in order for God to use you.

We find these as you look at Luke
1. Why don’t you grab your Bible

and check it out. Put yourself in
Mary’s sandals for amoment. How
would you respond if you were her,
and an angel showed up and said,
“You will be the vessel that brings
forth the Savior of the World!”?

In fact, the Bible records her re-
sponse, “Mary was greatly
troubled” (Luke 1:29).Inthe Bible’s
original language “greatly troubled”
literally means petrified or scared to
death. Why? What was she possibly
afraid of?

Maybe, the fear of criticism —
“What will everyone think of ateen-
ager whois pregnant?”” What about
the fear of the supernatural —
“What will happen to me?” What
about the fear of inadequacy —
“How can I handle this?” The fear
of change — “How will this change
my life?”

Unless I miss my guess, those are
the same four fears that keep you
from fully committing your life to
Christ. How do you overcome
them? First, understand that God
uses people who desire to do His
will. He uses people who are will-
ing to pay the cost. Third, he uses
people who dare to trust His prom-
ises.

We may have a “part two” to this
topic and expound on those three
thoughts on who God uses and how
Mary demonstrated that for us. But
let me leave you with this. Why did
Jesus, God in the flesh, come the
way he did?

Idon’tknow what you think about
God. But God chose to come as a
baby so that we wouldn’t be fright-
ened. He could have come with fire
and lightening bolts, and everyone

would have been scared to death, but
he chose to come as a baby.

Why? No one is afraid of a baby.
He came the same way everyone
else comes, by birth. Why? So He
could relate to us, and we could re-
late to Him.

There is a song that says, “He
walked a mile in my shoes.” God
knows what you’re feeling. Not just
because He made you, but because
in many of ways He has walked
where you walked.

May the reality of God’s love for
you and for the world be made real
to you as you walk through this
Christmas season.

Steve Rains is the pastor at the
Calvary Gospel Church, Fourthand
College.Go tothe church’s web site
atcalvarygospel.net or e-mail Rains
at calvarycolumn@st-tel.net.

The Goodland Federated Music
Club met at 7 p.m. Monday at the
Catholic Church. President Linda
Lucas called the meeting to order.

The club members sang the state
and local theme songs and repeated
the Collect. Martha Gunderson in-
troduced the Hymn of the Month
and led the singing of “There’s a
songinthe Air.” The hymn was writ-
ten by Josiah G. Holland and Karl P.
Harrington. The songs were accom-
panied by Eva Lou Selby.

Linda Koons called the roll.
Seven members were present:
Birkley Barnes, Martha, Linda
Koons, Linda Lucas, Marlyn Man-
gus, Sharon Palmquistand EvaLou.

Linda Koons read the minutes of
the last meeting. The treasurer was
absent, so there was no treasurer’s
report. President Linda Lucas ap-
pointed acommittee of Marlyn, her-
self and Linda Koons to suggest a
memorial in honor of Isabelle
Hellerud who passes away last
month.

After the business meeting, Eva
Lou introduced the program, begin-
ning with a course of study by
Birkley on “Contemporary Christ-
mas Songs”. Birkley read back-
ground information on three Christ-
mas songs and then led the group in

singing “It’s Beginning to Look
Like Christmas,” by Meredith Wil-
son; “Here Comes Santa Claus,” by
Gene Autry and Oakley Haldeman;
and “Mary’s Little Boy Child,” by
Jester Hairston.

Eva Lou wrote, directed, and ac-
companied “A Timeless Story of
Love”. The program depicts the
birth of Jesus Christ through scrip-
ture and songs and placement of fig-
ures in the manger scene.

Martharead the scripture, and the
following songs were sung by the
group: “What Child Is This?” a tra-
ditional English Melody; “The
Friendly Beasts,” amedieval French
Melody; “Go, Tell It on the Moun-
tain,” a traditional spiritual, words
by John W. Work II; “Away in a
Manger,” by James R. Murray; “The
First Noel,” a Traditional English
Carol; and “Redeeming Love,” by
Gloria and William J. Gaither.

Those participating in the pro-
gram were Birkley, Martha, Linda
Koons, Linda Lucas, Sharon and
EvaLou.

The meeting adjourned for re-
freshments of scrumptious cookies,
cakes, pretzels and an interesting
variety of teas, served by hostesses
Linda Lucas and Linda Koons.

The evening concluded with a gift

matters of record

District Traffic
The following fines were paid in
the Sherman County District Court:
Sept. 29, 2001 — Clayton C.
Henrickson, $339 reinstated for

speeding and $100 for first convic-
tion for driving while suspended.

May 28, 2004 — Rhonda L.
Armstrong, $132 reinstated for
speeding.

FARM MACHINERY & EQUIPMER

TUESDAY
DEC. 12, 2006
@ 10:30 AM, MST

TR

SELLER: DAVERN & ELMER PINKCARD

AUCTION LOCATION: From ldalia, CO, go 7 miles East on
Hwy 36 (2E, 3N, 2E) to County Road HH, then North 2
miles to the intersection of County Roads HH & 14

TRACTORS:

o’04 Case IH MX285 MFWD,
250HP, 4 remotes, PS, PTO, QT,
1,567 hrs

‘96 Case IH 9390 4WD, N14
Cummins, 425HP, 4 remotes,
12spd, 3,180 hrs

«’93 JD 4560 MFWD, 160HP, 3
remotes, 15spd PS, PTO, QT,
4,733 hrs

TRAILERS:

eDiamond 18 GN car trl, 5-bolt
hubs, ramp & rear hitch

*'91 Wells Cargo 16'x102” box trl,
7,100#GVW, 5-bolt hubs, rear
cargo doors

¢98 tandem axle 24’
14,000#GW, 8-bolt hubs,
receiver hitch, ramps

eConvert-a-Dolly

FARM MACHINERY & EQUIP:

’04 JD 1910 commodity cart &
‘04 JD 1890 42’ no-till single
disc air drill, 7%" spacing, all-run
blockage system sensor, approx.
7,500 ac

«’01 JD 1900 commodity cart &
’01 JD 1810 60’ air seeder hoe
drill, 10” spacing, all-run blockage
system sensor, solid press
wheels, approx. 15,000 ac

eSunflower 6054-62 field
cultivator

eSunflower 1544-45 disc

#'98 Agri-Products 13 shank
ripper, 30” spacing, coulters,
pull-type, 3pt convertible

eAgri-Products pull-type 3pt hitch
carrier

eHarrel 6306 8-bottom switch
plow

eBourgault 9400-54 chisel w/
dead rod

eWil-rich 60’ chisel w/ 3-row tine
harrow

GN,
rear

FARM MACHINERY & EQUIP

CONT:

eKent Series V field cultivator
w/3-row tine harrow

eAshland I-175 Earthmover-12yd

eCase IH Cyclo 900 8-row
planter, new discs & firming
points

eTucker 12’ speed mover

«JD 400 rotary hoe*Nobel single
blade plow w/treader

oWestfield, Mayrath & Speed
King augers

*10” Westfield PortAPit w/3
phase electric

#2 Trimble guidance systems

SPRAYER & FERTILIZER EQUIP:

eGreat Plains 90’(convertible to
60’) sprayer w/1,000 gal tank

eAce Roto-maid 1,300 gal tank
w/induction tank & 2 Sotera
digital meterse2,400 gal fert tank
on skidseJD Skiles 1000 gal tow
between liquid fertilizer
tankeWylie 1000 gal nurse tank
w/ trleJD Skiles 1300 gal liquid
tank eJD 32-B 27 pull-type
sprayereProgressive 60’ wheel
boom sprayer w/1,000 gal tank,
8-bolt hubs

AND MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

TOO NUMEROUS TO LIST!!

GUNS WILL SELL AT
11:30 AM
* Winchester 1886 lever action,
38-56WCF caliber
*Winchester Model 62, 22 cal(S,
L, LR), pump w/exposed
hammer, round barrel
*Winchester Rimfire Model
1890WRF, 22WRF caliber,
pump w/exposed hammer,
octagonal barrel

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR VISIT
www.farmandranchrealty.com

X
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FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC

NEAL MANN, Listing Agent
1420 W. 4™. ¢ COLBY, KS 67701
785-462-3904 or 1-800-247-7863

DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker/Auctioneer
“When You List With Farm & Ranch, It's As Good As SOLD!”

X
A

exchange. The challenge, as well as
the fun, is to find a gift that costs no
more than three dollars. Everyone
was pleased with her gift.

There won’tbe ameeting in Janu-
ary. The next meeting will be at 7
p-m. Sunday, Feb. 4, at the Goodland
Activities Center. Hostesses will be

EvaLou and Birkley. The club will
be treated to performances by stu-
dents of Jessica Kannady’s Dance
Studio and students of Linda Lucas

and of Charlene Avila, both elemen-
tary music teachers.

Submitted by Birkley A. Barnes,
publicity chair.
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Calvary Gospel Church

Gur Lady of Perpetual Help

Pastor: Steve Rains, Ben Coats, youth pastor
Fourth & College ® 890-3605
Sunday: Kid’s Church: 10:30 am
Morning Service: 10:30 am

Pastor: Father Norbert Dlabal
307 W. 13th * 890-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment

Ninth & Caldwell ® 899-5398
Minister: Charles E. Kerr, Jr.
Sunday: Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Team Puppeteers: 6 pm
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm
Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm
Jets, 4th grade and under: 3:30 - 4:30

Foursquare Church
10th & Clark » 899-5250
Pastor: John Coumerilh

Sunday: Worship Celebration
and Kids” Church: 10:30 am
Wednesday: K W.A.M.!
Age 3 through grade 6, 6:30 p.m.
(during school year)

Evening Service: 5:00 p.m. Mass Schedule:
Wednesday: Royal Rangers Missionettes 6:30 p.m. Saturday: 6 pm, Sunday: 10:30 am
Adult mid-week service: 7:00 p.m. S ani; h Mass:
Youth @ the Rock House: 7:00 p.m. ’; o 4 '
Small Group Ministries meets through out the week. unaay: = pm
www.calvarygospel.net
Sonrise Christian Church Word of Life Pleasant Home Church

Serving the rural community

for over 100 years

Rt. 1, Box 180 ® 694-2807 3190 Road 70

Pastor: Charlie Busch
694-2242

Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am

Sunday School: 10 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Bible Baptist Church
Pastor: Michael Estep
Fifth & Broadway
890-7368
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Morning Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Evening Bible Study: 7 pm

Church of ‘Jesus Christ

of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street ® Burlington, CO
(719) 346-7984
Sacrament Meeting: 10 am
Sunday School: 11:15am

Priesthood/Relief Society: 12 am

Yglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas ® 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am

United Methodist Church
Brewster:

Pastor: Dorine Chambers
Worship Service: 10:45 am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST
Winona:

First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Rev. ‘Ted AAmos
Eighth & Arcade ® 890-5233

Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sunday School: 9:15a.m.

Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,

Kanorado
United Methodist
Church

Pastor: Leonard Cox
399-2468

Minister: Sheryl Johnson
Worship Service: 9 am CST
Sunday School: 10:15 am CST

Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women's Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing
Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler

urseries Available

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am

Worship Service: 10:15 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor: Bob Willis
Third & Caldwell

899-2080 or 899-3797

Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm
Wednesday: Evening Service: 7 pm

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman 899-3631
Pastor: Rev. Janet Hernandez
Saturday: Worship: 5:30 pm
Sunday: Adult Classes: 9:15 am
Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesday: Wednesday Nite Live
5:45 - 6:45 Simple Supper “Free will Offering
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Classes for all ages

goodland RBible Church

Sunday: Sunday School: 9:30 am

Wednesday: AWANA (Winter)

109 Willow Road ® 899-6400
Pastor: Chad Dejong

Morning Worship: 10:45 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm

and prayer: 7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
Pastor: Travis Blake
Fifth & Center ® 890-3450
Sunday: Sunday School for all ages:
9:15 am (Child care provided)
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesday: Bible study 7 p.m.
Call church for information
Thursday: Bible study 9:30 a.m.
Wheatridge Center

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
13th & Center
Church 890-2115 or Rectory 890-6969
Priest: Father Hal Lycett
Holy Eucharist: 10:00 a.m. Sunday
10:00 a.m. Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:00 a.m. Wed. - Sun.
For emergencies Wed. - Sun. 890-6969
Sr. Warden for emergencies
Mon. and Tues. 890-3320

Harvest Evangelical
104 E. Hwy. 24 * 890-7918
Sunday: Worship: 10:30 am

Wednesday: Youth group

at Scherlings’, 827 Caldwell.

Free Church
Pastor: Brian Fugleberg
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

meets at 7 p.m.

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: [im Martin
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
13th & Sherman ® 890-6161
Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
Sunday: Christian eduction/fellowship:
10:15 a.m.

Worship Service: 9 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

Sunday: Bible Study: 9:45 am

Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

Church of Christ
401 Caldwell
890-6185

Worship Service: 10:45 am

Hwy. 24

Short & Son Trucking Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

KLOE/IKKCIIKWGR
3023 W. 31

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend
your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

good Samaritan Center

208 W. 2nd




