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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Have you voted?

Thisisaday the citizens of Sherman County, the Goodland
school district and the cities of Kanorado and Goodland havethe
opportunity the expresstheir opinion through the ball ot box.

Thereareanumber of issuesand contestsin each of theseelec-
tions, andthereareplenty of reasonsto maketheefforttogettothe
pollsand vote.

Itisaday for the citizens of the county to givetheir opinion on
whether there should bearegquest madetothe U.S. Department of
Transportation about changing the time zone from Mountain to
Central. The straw poll, sponsored by The Goodland Star-News,
isbeing held at the county courthouse, and is for all Sherman
County residentsover 18.

Thisisnot thefirst timethecitizenshavebeen givenachanceto
vote on thetimeissue. It was brought up in April 1989, and with
overl,600votingthedecisionwas1,059for Mountainand 579for
Central.

Thegenerd eectionisbeingheldat theVeteransof ForeignWars
hall on Main. Thecitizens of the school district and the citiesare
voting for board membersand city commissioners.

Theschool board hasthebiggest chancefor achangewith eight
peoplevyingfor thefour seats, andthefour receivingthemost votes
will have4-year terms.

Therehasbeenalot of excitement inthedistrict with talk about
closing abuilding, theuse of drug and gun dogsat the high school
and asensethat maybethere needsto beachangein direction.

Theinterestingthingisthat all of the 10 whofiledtorunfor the
school board had signed up beforethegunfracasat thehigh school.

Those voting on the school board can vote for four or fewer on
theballot. For thosewho only feel there are possibly two or three
good candidatesthereisno reason to select that fourth person. By
only voting for those aperson believesarethe best candidates, re-
gardlessof thenumber, thevotecan bemoreweightedtowardthose
who arethe best and belessdiluted.

Therearefivecandidatesfor theGoodland city commission, and
thereisachancefor achange there with a couple of challengers.
With three incumbents running at least one of them will be re-
elected. Again herethetwo who get the most voteswill receive 4-
year termsand thethird highest will have a2-year term.

Kanoradocitizenswill bevoting onthemayor’spositionaswell
astheone person who filed for the city council.

Election day isour opportunity to perform our duty asacitizen
through voting. Thisisone of the fundamental thingsthat makes
the United Statesof Americadifferent from many other countries.

No matter who you arevoting for or how youfeel about thetime
issue, themostimportant thingisfor youtomaketheefforttovote.
—TomBetz

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes |etters
from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not
be published. Form letterswill berejected, aswill letters deemed
to be of no public interest or considered offensive. We reserve
theright to edit letters for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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Washington is the city of monuments

Washington may bethecity of government,
but it isalsothecity of monuments.

TheDepartment of Agriculture, forinstance,
begins as atidy and not overly large marble
edifice on The Mall. Behind the venerable
structure, though, thefacel essbrick warren of
the bureaucracy sprawls for three blocksin
each direction.

Along TheMall, al theway from the Capi-
tol to Arlington across theriver, thereis a
stretch of green broken only by monuments,
large and small. We did not have time to see
themall.

Thursday brought record-breaking rains,
and Friday dawned gray and humid, perfect
weather for reflecting on war and memorials.

Timewas, great monumentswereerectedto
great leaders who won great wars. So it hap-
pens that the Washington Monument and the
Lincoln Memorial face each other acrossthe
Reflecting Pool, flanked by the memorialsto
Korean and Vietnam veterans, and to the he-
roesof WorldWars| and 1.

Around the town are scattered memorials
and equestrian statues dedicated to other vic-
torious heroes, from Stephen Decatur to
FranklinD. Rooseveltto John F. Kennedy and
theUnknown Soldier.
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As anation, our attitude toward war has
changed. Weoften arereluctant tofight, but a
century or so ago, when Teddy Roosevelt was
leading Rough Riders up San Juan Hill, and
young men stood eagerly in line to join the
battlein Europe, war was seen asromantic.

Today, weareindanger of viewingwar asjust
onemorevideogame, wherebuttonsarepushed
and rocketslaunched and bombsdropped, and
somewherefar away, thingsgo boom.

Our armedforcesarethemost capableinthe
history of the globe, without peer inthemod-
ernworld.

But war isnot avideo game.

In the first Gulf War, only 135 or so alied
troops died, many of them in accidents. This
time, sofar, thestatisticsaresimilar.

But weforget that 150,000 to 200,000 Iraqgi
troopslosttheir livesinthat battle. Andwesent
the survivors back to spend another decade
with Saddam Hussein.

Such sacrificeit not to betaken lightly.

Wearenot so far removed from Vietnam to
haveforgotten the horrors of war. Thursday, |
wastryingtotakeapictureof touristslined up
aong the Vietnam Wall, some just gawking,
somerunning fingersdown thelist of names.

Wehad comeinbehind aplatoon of AmVets
fromEliyra, whomarched upand presentedthe
colors at Vietnam, then marched over to Ko-
reaanddidthesame. Touristswerechattingand
pointing. Then the ones | was photographing
moved on, leavingasolitary womaninher 50s,
well dressed andwell beyond theraucousdays
of the’ 60s.

She knelt on the cold, damp granite and
bowed her headin prayer beforeaname. There
wasnoway totell, but it seemed she had been
theremany timesbefore.

| turnedto ask, but shewasgone. A brother?
A husband?A lover?A friend?

After all theseyears, sheremembered.

Sheknew the cost of war.

War may benecessary. War may bejust. War
may beright.

But, onadamp and gloomy day inWashing-
ton, you knew what mothers and wives and
sweetheartshave alwaysknown.

War isnever cheap.

Sorority wanted recognition for donation

TotheEditor:
First of all, the GammaRho sorority would
like to apologize to the board members, staff

andclientsof theTopside TotsDaycarefor not |

receiving therecognition that wasintended.

We had good intentions of promoting alo-
cal business by alocal organization inthelo-
cal newspaper of our local community; but
those intentions were defeated when the
“Boss’ refused to publish the picturein this
local newspaper.

We were told, “The Goodland Star-News
doesn’'t use pictures of people just standing.
Thereneedstobeaction.” Well, excuseus; but
wewerepresenting acheck totheboard mem-
bers of the Topside Tots Daycare for the pro-
ceedsfromtheraffleof two baby af ghansspon-
sored by the GammaRho sorority.

If youwould havepublishedthearticlewrit-
tentogowiththepicture, everyonewouldhave
known therewas action.

But no, you couldn’t do that. You wrotethe
articleover, you combined it with another ar-
ticle(which by theway, had nothingtodowith
Topside Tots Daycare; Marilyn Pruitt and the
JaredHall Medical Fund shouldhavehadtheir
own recognition), and then you buried it on
page 7. Topside Tots Daycare did not deserve
this.

Just what actionwasinthepictureplaced on
thefront page of your March 7 issue?

Youdidn'tevenhavetogogetthenews. We
brought it to you. Wetried to get you to come

from our
readers

® to the editor

and take the picture, but our hours were not
accommodating toyou.

For alocal newspaper, you should be sup-
porting thenewsof our local businesses, local
organizationsandlocal community; just asyou
expect all of usto support your local newspa-
per.
Arlea Stasser, Carolyn Morton, Linda
Bowen, Kathy Rohr, MarciaWay

Goodland

where to write

Editor’s note: We are sorry if there was
some misunderstanding on the photo, but we
did use the information we were given about
theevent. Wecombinedthetwo storiesbecause
they weresimilar in that they were about pre-
senting checksto organizations by charitable
groups.

We do want to give people recognition for
charitable acts, and fedl it isimportant to let
people know when these occur. We do not,
however, run such stories* as delivered.” We
editandrewritetheinformationtofit newspa-
per style.

Our readers are thorough, and there is no
page in the paper that is not read. Not every
articlecan goon Page 1. —Tom Betz
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