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commentary

from our viewpoint...

We're tired of It!
We bet you are too

It may be an old American tradition to second-guessthe gener-
as, but frankly, we'retired of it.

Andwe' rewilling to bet, you are, too.

Tired of has-been officerswhoweren'tinon “theplan” critiqu-
ingtheplan.

Tired of second-rate think-tankersexplaining why theplanwill
never work.

Tired of |eft-wing correspondents condemning thewholeidea.

Tired of endlesstalking heads shaking over acouple of casual-
ties.

Tired of ceasel essprattle about whether theoffensivehasstalled
or theplan hasgoneawry.

Arewesupposedtobesurprisedthat theenemy isfighting back?

That thewar wasn't over inaweek?

That inwar, people get killed?

Thepresident told usthefirst day, thiscould bealong and nasty
encounter.

Oh, television.

Televisionnewsisat itsbest and at itsworst in war.

Atit'sbest in battle, when troops are moving, when bombsare
flying and things are blowing up.

Televisiontakes usthere and shows ustheface of war. Thereis
no avoiding what’sgoing on.

And withtoday’stechnol ogy, we seeit now. We see paratroop-
ersliveasthey jump, tankers on cameraracing across the desert,
starving Iragistearing apart food package. We seeit when it hap-
pens.

Andthen again onthehour.

And between battles, televisionisat itsworst.

When nothing is happening, they haveto talk. To analyze. To
proclaim.

And somehow — the Pentagon hasto share the blame here —
they got theideathiswasgoingto beaquick and easy war, regard-
less of what the president said.

That Iragwouldfoldin matter of days, that the* shock and awe”
of massive, targeted bombing would scare the bejebbers out of a
stone-cold tyrant and his bloody henchmen.

Hey, these people arefighting for their very lives.

Whatisthefutureof aRepublican GuardsmaninafreeBaghdad?
How longwill Saddam’sgeneral sget towalk thestreetsinthenew
order?Until theday their war crimestrialsbegin?

These guys have everything to lose, everything. They will do
anything to stop us. When the time comes, count on them to use
their gason us. To send terroriststo our cities. To usewomen and
children asshields.

Of coursethey’regoingtofight.

It'sasurprise only to thetalking heads. Not to the general s, not
tothetroops.

It must make Saddam smileto hear them question“theplan,” to
doubt the generalsat every turn, to play up every little setback.

But that’stelevision.

They have to have something to do in the breaks between the
action.

They dotheonesowell, and the other so poorly.

Andwe'retired of it. —Seve Haynes
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Remember those washday chores?

| don't know about you, but | often wonder
if wetruly appreciatelivinginthismodernage.

| found this excerpt from afriend’ swritten
memories. | don't think she’d mind my shar-
ingit:

“Washday meant at |east ahalf day of hard
work, which began with carrying buckets of
water. When water wasused from thecistern,
it had to be drawn up by bucket. Thewell was
fed by underground water, and we caught the
run-off water from theroof whenit rained for
thecistern.

“Our clotheslineswere outside. Water was
heated outside in the old black kettle over an
open fire. Our washer was a push and pull
washer, whichwechildrentook turnspushing
and pulling.

“Everyonearound hel ped onwashday. With-
out running water and electricity, washing
clotheswas’ heavy work. Twotubswerefilled
with cold water for rinsing the clothes. (One)
tub wasfilled and placed on the stove to pro-
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vide hot water.

“All whiteclotheswereboiledinlye—wa-
ter towhichacakeof lyewasadded. Thelye
soap made sheets, dishtowels, and all white
clothesreally very beautiful. Evenhangingthe
clothesonthelinewasahousewifely art.

“Tohavethewashonthelineearly onabeau-
tiful day was atriumphinitself. (It wasthe
mark of agood homemaker. LGT) Therewas
apatternfor hangingtheclothes. Thechildren
were taught how to hang them — sheetsfirst
hung sothesewasacreaseof thelinedownthe
middle. (And so they’ d be close to the poles
and not drag on the ground. LGT) Next the
shirts, hung by the tails, then men’s under-

shirts, hung by their straps. Colored clothes
hung in the shade, lest the sun fade their col-
ors. Socks hung neatly in pairs by their toes.
Underwear wasdiscreetly hung out of theview
fromtheroad.

“1t was apleasureto help take the dry wash
down. Itwasfuntofoldthesheetsand clothes.
Wechildrenmadeagameout of it. Wedanced
around and acted silly. After we folded the
clean sheets, wetook themtothehouseand put
them back onthebeds. | loved theclean, fresh
smell — concocted somehow of sunshineand
breeze, clean water and lye soap. Although
there are pleasant things to remember about
washday, it wasahard day’swork for all, and|
wasglad everyday wasNOT washday.”

| hate to admit that | remember washdays
similar to these although | was a generation
younger thanthisfriend. Itwasfunbecausewe
all worked together. Maybe families haven't
really gained so much by all our labor-saving
devicesafter all.

Pacifists, conscientious objectors are different

ThewarintheMiddleEast hasgivenriseto
controversy throughout the country. Some
peoplehaveheld protestsagai nst thewar; oth-
ersare upset with the protests, saying they di-
minish the sacrifices by those serving in the
military. I’ ve even heard some say they sup-
port thetroopsbut not thepresident’sdecision
togotowar.

The issue of whether the war should be
fought isdear tomany heartsand couldleadto
further controversy if the draft isinstituted.
Somewill besuretoresist thedraft for various
reasons, whileaotherswill havestrongfeelings
about how such resistersshould bedealt with.

Insomecases, resistancewill comefromfear
or fromsomeonewhosimply doesnot wantthe
inconvenienceof leavinghome, family andjob
togooverseas. But other peopleresistthedraft
becauseof religiousconvictions. Usually such
people are called pacifists or conscientious
objectors, andthetermsareusedinterchange-
ably. But do they really mean the samething?

The"MerriamWebster’sCollegiateDictio-
nary — Tenth Edition” definesa* pacifist” as
being onewhoisstrongly and actively opposed
to conflict, especialy war, and a“ conscien-
tiousobjector” asapersonwhorefusestoserve
in the armed forces or bear arms on moral or
religiousgrounds.

What isthedifference?A conscientiousob-
jector does not necessarily object to all wars
or to other peoplefightingin warsbut simply
refusestofightinwars. A pacifist opposeswar
and may participatein or even organize dem-
onstrationsagainst war.

A conscienti ousobj ector doesnot partici pate
in such demonstrations, but rather recognizes
theright of government officialsto chooseto
go to war. Such a person does not try to pre-
vent such wars nor prevent othersfromfight-
inginthem.

M oreover, aconscientiousobj ector doesnot
objecttoall wars, for example, onewould not
likely object to God’ supcomingwar of Arma-
geddon nor to past warsfought with God' sap-
proval. In ancient times, God fought against
nationsto deliver hispeople. Oneof thoseoc-
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casions was when He brought the Israelites
through the Red Seajust asthey thought they
weretrapped by the Egyptians.

Exodus 14:13, 14 says, “And Moses said
unto the people, ‘ Fear ye not, stand till, and
see the salvation of the Lord, which he will
shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom
ye have seen to day, you shall seethem again
no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for
you, and ye shall hold your peace.””

David saidin Psalm 144:1, “ Blessed be the
Lord my strength, which teacheth my hands
towar, and my fingerstofight.”

Godwasnotapacifist; Hefought tosaveHis
people and taught them to fight in righteous
warfareto protect Hisworship.

I's Jesus a pacifist? No. Revelation 12:7-9
says, “ And therewaswar in heaven: Michael
and hisangelsfought against the dragon; and
thedragonfought and hisangel sand prevailed
not; neither wastheir placefound any morein
heaven. Andthegreat dragonwascast out, and
that old serpent, called the Devil and Satan,
which deceiveththewholeworld: hewascast
outintotheearth, and hisangel swerecast out
withhim.”

Michael isalso called the archangel in the
Bibleandistheresurrected Jesus Christ; verse
10 in Revelation 12 credits the power of the
Christ with casting Satan and the demons out
of heaven.

In Revelation 19:11, Jesus is described as
beingonawhitehorse. That versesaysof him,
“And | saw the heaven opened, and, look! a
white horse. And the one seated upon it is
called Faithful and True, and he judges and
carriesonwar inrighteousness.”

Jesushas carried on war in heaven and will
inthefuturefightinthewar of thegreat day of
God the Almighty, also known asArmaged-

don. Sowhy do Christians not fight?

2 Corinthians 10:3, 4 says, “ For though we
live in the world we are not carrying on &
worldly war, for theweaponsof our warfareare
not worldly but have divine power to destroy
strongholds.”

What are the weapons of our warfare? In
Ephesians chapter 6, the apostle Paul tells
Christians they are not fighting against flesh
and blood but against “ spiritual hostsof wick-
edness.” He goes on to tell them to take up &
suitof armor. Verses13-17 say, “ Thereforetake
thewholearmor of God, that you may beable
to withstand in the evil day, and having done
al, to stand. Stand therefore, having girdec
your loins with truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, and having shoc
your feet with the equipment of the gospel of
peace; aboveall takingtheshield of faith, with
which you can quench all theflaming darts of
the evil one. And take up the helmet of salva-
tion, and the sword of the spirit, which isthe
word of God.”

TheBibleisthe*weapon” neededto defenc
God’'s worship today, not warfare. So even ¢
war about religious issues would not be ap-
proved by God. Andthewar inlragisnot reli-
giousasmuch aspolitical and economic. And
the Bible never condones fighting for selfish
reasons.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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