County tohonor

long-timeworkers

for yearsonjob

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Decatur County commissioners
heard from acommittee Tuesday morn-
ing which has been planning ways to
recognize county employees for their
years of service.

The committee, made up of Road
Supervisor Tim Stallman, Clerk of the
District Court Janet Meitl, Ambulance
Director John Barrett and Sheriff Ken
Badsky, suggested that employees re-
ceive a framed certificate and a small
momento after the first five years of
service and then at the 10 year anniver-
sary, they would receive a plaque. The
plaque would have their name, how
long they had worked for the county
and what department they are in.

Rick Doeden, who owns Custom
Trophy, brought samples. He said that
it would costbetween $19.50t0 $21.50
for each 10-year plaque.

To the side of the main engraved
metal piece are four little metal pieces
which could be engraved for each ad-
ditional five years the person works for
the county.

When the person retires, the wooden
plaque would be attached to a stand,
which Mr. Doeden said would be an
additional $20.

This idea would allow for those who
work in two departments to be recog-
nized for their work in both, said Mr.
Barrett.

Sheriff Badsky said that the initial
costmay be high, but after the first there
will only be a small expense. Mr.
Barrett agreed that there will be an ini-
tial cost, but said that they have had
some who have worked for the county
for many years who need to be recog-
nized.

Commissioners Ralph Unger and
Doyle Brown agreed that it sounded
reasonable and that they needed to
honor those who have been with the
county for a long time.

They are planning an appreciation
dinner at the end of January or begin-
ning of February, probably on a Sun-
day evening since Friday and Saturdays
are full with sports. They talked about
having the event at the Golden Age
Center and having it catered, but made
no decisions.

Employees who have been with the
county for five years and increments of
five will be recognized.

Mr. Unger said that it may not work
for service to be consecutive because

they have employees who worked in
the county for years and then took a
month or so off and came back. He said
that they need to know what the rules
are going to be and Mr. Brown agreed.

The committee will be back at Tues-
day’s meeting to finish discussing
plans.

In other business, commissioners:

* Heard from Mr. Unger that a con-
stituent had stopped him to ask about
the property valuation for the county.
He said that Steve Shogren, who will
sell the bonds for the school bond issue,
has been using a different figure than
what County Clerk Marilyn Horn has.
Theincorrectnumber is giving a differ-
ent view of what the taxes will doif the
bondissueis passed. The commission-
erslooked at the school budget and said
thatitsays onitthe correct valuation for
the district, which is $25 million al-
though thatdoesn’tinclude the land that
hasbeen signed into the district here so
the kids could go to school in Oberlin,
butMr. Shogren was using $39 million.

* Talked with Noxious Weed Direc-
tor Gaylen Huntley, who said that the
department has received its new com-
puter and that it has several programs
that will work for them, including ones
that show their expenses and how many
products they have used. He brought
examples to the commissioners.

He said thathe went to adistrict meet-
ing and they elected a new president,
who said something about wanting to
increase the number of prairie dogs in
Kansas by 1 percent.

Mr. Huntley said that they are going
to have new federal requirements on
how to store chemicals. He is waiting
for the rules from the Environmental
Protection Agency until he makes any
changes.

* Appointed Brad Uehlin as clerk for
Sherman Township and Jim Abbey as
trustee and Denise Abbey as treasurer
for Olive Township. The commission-
ers are still waiting of the party affilia-
tion of Girard McKenna, who is the
trustee of Lyon Township.

* Agreed to stay with the health in-
surance they offered last year through
Corporate Plan Management in To-
peka.

* Were reminded that they need to
find a person to sit on the Oberlin-De-
catur County Economic Development
Board.

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proved a $4,651 amendment to the
city budget Thursday night for the
grass that has been put in at the city
baseball fields.

The council met for 25 minutes,
taking care of a few minor matters.

Council OKs amendment

Members agreed to pay $71,511 for
a new bucket truck out of the 2000
budget.

They held a 15-minute closed ses-
sion for attorney-client privileges.
There was no action taken.

The preliminary hearing scheduled
on Tuesday afternoon for Joan Faye
Evans was postponed.

Officials at the clerk of the district
court’s office were not sure when the
hearing would be held.

On Thursday, Dec. 21, Mrs. Evans
was charged on six counts of aiding an
escape and unlawful sexual relations in
incidents which allegedly occurred at

Preiminary hearing off

the Sappa Youth Ranch from April 3
to June 9.

Mrs. Evans, 55, was charged with
two counts of aiding in the escape of
Todd Lloyd and Robert Prebble from
the ranch on June 9 and four counts of
sexual relations with Prebble, who was
17 at the time. She was released on a
$15,000 personal recognizance bond.

Youth allegedly had grass

Oberlin Police officers stopped a
young man before Christmas on the
corner of Cass and Commercial and
arrested him for possession of mari-
juana.

Austin Mitchusson, 17, from Texas
received a summons after the Dec. 23
incident ordering him to appear in court
here.

Officers made an arrest on Dec. 12

after Brenda McCullough, 30, alleg-
edly was caught shoplifting a spice can
from Raye’s Grocery. She was issued
acitation to appear in municipal court.

On Dec. 4, Mona King, 20, called
officerstoreportthata pair of blue jeans
and about 36 compact discs were miss-
ing from her apartment on Garfield
Avenue.

Clock waitson repairman’svigt

There has been no time or tempera-
ture on the sign above Commercial
Federal Bank at the corner of Penn
Avenue and Commercial Street since
the city lost power on Dec. 18.

The power surge caused the sign to

go out, and they are now waiting for a
repairman to fix it. Officials atthe bank
said that the electrician should be here
within the next two weeks and they
hope to repair the existing sign instead
of getting anew one.

Workersdiscover burningtowels

Workers at the Oberlin Sinclair and
A&W smelled smoke around 10:30
Monday night and called the fire de-
partment.

Firemen said the smell came from a
bag of towels that had just been laun-
dered. The cleaning chemicals used on
the materials didn’t mix well and sent
off a smell which was questionable.

Fire Chief Bill Cathcart said that there
weren’t any actual flames inside the
building, but once they took the bag of
towels outside it spontaneously com-
busted.

Although the bag and cleaning tow-
els burned, he said, there wasn’t any
other damage.
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with their gadgets.

other signs of the patient.

Alan Loughry, with Vital Link Sales in Scottsbluff,
Neb., delivered the machines and showed staff members
how they work. He said that one of the good things about
the machines is that you can take just one type of vital
signs. For instance, if you just need that person’s blood

NURSING SUPERVISOR PAM HARM ON tried out a new ice of equipment with the help
of Alan Loughry, with Vital Link Sales. The new monitors can test all of a patient’s vital signs
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Hospital buys new monitors
with money from sports night

Decatur County Hospital has received two emergency
room monitors purchased by the hospital board with
money raised at the sports benefit night.

The machines, equipped to measure all vital signs, ar-
rived atthe hospital earlier this month. They two machines
have sturdy bases, with a pole reaching up to hold a white
box. On the front of the box are screens with red numbers
that tell the oxygen level, blood pressure, temperature and

pressure, anurse could set it that way, or they can setiton
automatic and get everything at once.

The machine can be used on both children and adults,
said Mr. Loughry. It can read a person’s blood pressure
through clothing, even a snowmobile suit. The machine
can be used in the emergency room or in an ambulance
when they are moving patients, he said, and it won’t pick
up the bumps in the road.

Nursing supervisor Pam Harmon said that they will use
one of the machines in the emergency room and one on
the floor at the hospital.

She said she liked them because they were sturdy
enough that they could be moved around without tipping
over and could be used for emergencies.

Agency wantsmoney for sudy

The Northwest Kansas Planning and
Development Commission is asking
$1,000 each from area counties to look
atthe feasibility of putting dairies in this
area.

Last Tuesday morning Randy Hrabe,
executive director of the corporation,
talked to the Decatur County commis-
sioners about the program. He said that
they will use the money to draw up a
strategic plan. He said Decatur County
is probably a good location, because it
has the space to make a large dairy
work.

If a dairy is built here, he said, other
counties would be able to grow and sell
alfalfa, for example. He said that
Rooks, Trego, Ellis, Norton and Phil-
lips counties have all agreed to put up
the $1,000.

Mr. Hrabe said that they will then
contract with a man from St. Louis,
Mo., who knows the dairy industry, to
dothe study. Theideaisthatifthey can
getanumber of dairies concentrated in
a100 to 150 mile radius, then they can
starta processing plant forice cream or
cheese.

A new dairy operation opened near
Breton, in Thomas County, last year
with support from economic develop-
ment officials there.

Commissioner Doyle Brown said
that they hadn’t decided about the
$1,000, but did suggest that Mr. Hrabe
talk with the Oberlin-Decatur County
Economic Development Corp. and
Connie Grafel, who is the marketing
director for the corporation. Mr. Brown
said thatas he understandsit, if a county
doesn’t put up the money, it probably
won’t be considered for anything.

BusinessAlliancegivesaway itsprizes

For the holidays, the Oberlin Busi-
ness Alliance gave away prizes to five
people.

People registered for the month of
December at participating businesses
by filling out the back of a colored
ticket.

On Dec. 16, Karen Metcalf, presi-
dent of the alliance this past year, an-
nounced that Estella Waldo of Oberlin

had won the $500 in Santa Bucks,
which canbe used at participating busi-
nesses here.

The following Saturday, other names
were drawn. Anthony Marshall, of
Norcatur, won $50 in Santa Bucks;
Dillon Schurr, who is from Osborne
and was here visiting his grandparents,
Nancy and Wade Lockhart, won a big
teddy bear and toys; and Norma Ander-

son, of Oberlin, won a whole hog and
processing. Mrs. Anderson said that
she only registered one time, at Ward
Drug Store.

Audra Duncan won a half abeef and
freezer. Mrs. Duncan told Helen Gee,
manager of the Oberlin-Decatur
County Chamber of Commerce, that
she was excited because she had never
owned a freezer before.

Statehas
money
for loans

County will give out

cash to businesses

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Decatur County commissioners
signed an agreement with the state for
a$100,000 Community Development
Block Grant last Tuesday. They will
use the money for a “microloan” pro-
gram to boost small businesses.

Randy Hrabe, executive director of
the Northwest Kansas Planning and
Development Commissionin Hill City,
met with the commissioners and Con-
nie Grafel, marketing director of the
Oberlin-Decatur County Economic
Development Corp., to get the process
going so that they can start giving the
loans.

The microloans can be given out to
businesses that are starting or creating
atleastone new job, upto $15,000, said
Mr. Hrabe. Atleast 15 percent of those
loans have to go to low or moderate in-
come people, he said, but that when
they first start it may be a little more
difficult because the recipients will
have to be in that income level.

Ms. Grafel said that she has already
heard from six people who are inter-
estedin the loans, although she doesn’t
know if they will all qualify.

The grant agreement between the
county and the state was looked at dur-
ing the meeting by County Attorney
Steve Hirsch. The agreement states that
the county has to take the proper mea-
sures to collect the money and has to
submit semi-annual reports on the
loans.

After the agreement is signed, Mr.
Hrabe said, they need to set up a com-
mittee that can look at the loan appli-
cants. He said that in other counties, the
group consists of acommissioner, two
business people, abanker and one other
person. Atapastmeeting, commission-
ersagreed onapossible board, although
they need to still talk to those people.

Then the regional commission has to
start working on what Mr. Hrabe called
“environmentals,” aletter thatis sentto
state agencies which talks about the
loan process in Decatur County and
gets their reaction. He said that takes
about 30 days.

“The quickest we are looking at get-
ting the microloans outis45 days,” said
Mr. Hrabe, “but we are probably really
looking at 60 to 90 days.”

Ms. Grafel said that she would like
to getthe process going as soon as pos-
sible and Mr. Hrabe said they would
start the environmentals.

Mr. Hirschhad afew questions on the
agreement and with the answers, Com-
missioner Doyle Brown signed it so
that work could start.

He asked how the loans work with
the state Open Records Act. Mr. Hrabe
said that the names of people who ap-
ply for the loans are open, but the finan-
cial records of that person or business
are closed. Mr. Hirsch also wanted to
know if the notes are owed to the
county, which they are.

Mr. Hirsch said that it seemed to be
apotential problem because the county
doesn’t normally loan out money to
people. Mr. Hrabe said that the county
wouldn’t run that money through the
general fund, but there would be a spe-
cial savings and checking account.

People here won’t see any of the
money until after the loans are ap-
proved and the county actually asks for
money from the state, said Mr. Hrabe.

ENJOY NEW YEAR IN NEW HOME!

805 W. Cedar

1960 Ranch home includes 2
‘ bedrooms, new central heat,
single-attached garage, fenced
backyard, great garden space.

303 N. Cass
Charming 1936 Tudor recalls
simpler era with its cozy foyer, |
hardwood floors, brick fire- [
place, vintage kitchen, 2 bed-

Oberlin Business Alliance Winners

of the Christmas Drawings:

Estella Waldo - $500 Scrip Money
Audra Duncan - 1/2 beef (donated by Dec. County Feed Yard
Processing donated by Grinnell Locker) and a freezer
Norma Anderson - Whole Hog
(processing donated by Ben-Lee Locker, Atwood)
Anthony Marshall - $50 Scrip
Children’s Toys - Dillion Schurr
The Oberlin Business Alliance would like to acknowledge
and thank all the members for their support
for all of the promotions throughout the year 2000:

rooms and baths on each level, || T
central air/heat, single-de- i
tached garage and tree-lined
neighborhood.

Call us today for a complete list of all the properties listed.
Office 785-475-2785
Lynn’s mobile 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s mobile 785-475-7156

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Roberta Johnson, Broker

Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

| nter net tonight! 475-2206

Addleman Drug Store, American Legion, Warren Bainter, CPA; City of Oberlin,
CMA Distributors, Commercial Federal Bank, Culligan Water Conditioning, Dale’s
Fish "N’ Fun, Decatur County Feed Yard, Dollar General, Duckwalls, Fair Chiro-
practic Clinic, Farmers Bank & Trust, Frontier Motel, Good Samaritan Center,
Gold Banc Insurance, Gold Bank, Goodstar Broadcasting, Hansen PImbg. & Heat-
ing, Hirsch & Pratt LLP, Janey’s Frontier Restaurant, KSNK TV, LandMark Inn,
Lund Law Firm, Nor'West Newspapers, Oberlin Medical Arts, Oberlin Ribbons
(Jack Benton), Pauls Funeral Home, Prairie Petals, Raye’s Grocery, R & M Ser-
vice Center, Rocking R, Southwest Implement, Stanley Hardware, The Bank,
The Dresser, Times Past, Ward Drug Store, Connie Grafel, John and Muriel Ready,
Charles Frickey, Gary and Janell Walter, Ruth Laidig, Wilma May.

Thank you to the following for their support

of special projects throughout the year:
Oberlin Milling Co., Oberlin Livestock Auction, Shaw Aerial Spray-
ing, Decatur Co-op, R.J. Metcalf Real Estate, Decatur County Area
Chamber of Commerce, Home Planning Center, Doris Black, L7
Ranch, Teens For Christ, Maverick 4-H Club, Decatur Title & Ab-
stract Co., Lions Club, Knights of Columbus, Oberlin Rotary Club,
Grinnell Locker, Ben-Lee Processing, Oberlin Jaycees, Star Val-
ley 4-H




