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Oberlin man
has many talents
making crafts

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
He sits in the kitchen with a tool in

one hand and a sheet of little plastic
grids in the other, cutting the little
squares into a pattern.

The pattern will then be put together
by his wife with yarn and decorations
to make a boot, that can be hung on the
wall to hold scissors, pencils or any-
thing that the craft buyer wants to use
it for.

This is not the
only craft that
Jerald and
Elaine Leitner
work on in their
home in Ober-
lin. It just hap-
pens to be the
one they were
making one af-
ternoon. The
Leitners, al-
though modest
about their tal-
ents, are able to
make many,
many things with their hands.

An item Mr. Leitner has been work-
ing on a lot lately is a clock made out of
a glass plate, numbers, hands and a
piece of fabric. He got the idea while
they  were in Texas last year.

Mr. Leitner said that every winter,
they travel to Texas and while there,
they come up with new crafts. One of
their friends was making plates which
looked like they had a picture painted
on them. The plate wasn’t painted,
though, Mr. Leitner said; instead it had
a piece of fabric attached to the back of
the plate so that the print is visible
through to the front.

He said that he saw this idea and
when they got back home, he thought
that he could make clocks out of the
idea. He has since made over 50.

Although he said that he has mas-
tered the project, he doesn’t want to
share how he makes the craft.

“It is probably a craft that can only
sell for a couple of years before others
start making them,” he said.

He said that he can make them with
any picture. Mrs. Leitner said that it all
started with wolf pictures, which their
kids love, and now he has clocks and
plates with everything from a Denver
Bronco picture to a John Deere tractor
on them.

“If I had a bigger house when he
brought a new one in, I would want to
keep that one, too,” said Mrs. Leitner.

Now they have
only one clock
with two gray
wolves hanging in
their living area.

While Mr.
Leitner is busy
making the clocks
and plates, Mrs.
Leitner makes pil-
lows out of the
same material.

Mr. Leitner said
that after the
Christmas craft
show at The Gate-
way, he had some-

one ask for a clock made out of a cer-
tain fabric. He said that he can do this
if the person supplies the fabric.

Part of doing crafts is getting them
out to sell, he said.

Not only have they participated in the
craft show here, but they also went to
Herndon this year and the clocks and
plates are for sale in the basement of
Stanley Hardware.

The price is based on how much time
Mr. Leitner spends making the item, the
cost of materials and some profit. The
ones at Stanley range from $24 to $26
for a clock and $14 to $16 for a plate.

Each one takes about half a day, he
said, but with the recent cold weather
he hasn’t been making as many of the
clocks because the shop has been cold.

Mrs. Leitner also makes little bird
houses and angel ornaments. He makes
little rocking chairs and crosses from
clothes pins.

 Their house shows that in the past
they have come back with many ideas
down in Texas, including different

JERALD LEITNER USES a special tool to cut out little plastic
boots for his wife. Mr. Leitner makes several crafts including the
clock on the table next to him. — Staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

types of woodwork, butterflies and
many others.

“I am anxious to see what is new
when we go this year,” said Mr. Leitner.
“I can’t sit around the house all the time.
I have to be doing something.”

The Leitners are originally from the
Herndon/Traer area and have three
grown children. Mr. Leitner said that he
sold John Deere tractors until he retired.

City council suggests
change in insurance
to cut back on taxes

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
The Oberlin City Council discussed

changing their employee insurance
Thursday night, so that they could bring
property taxes in the city down.

In a previous meeting the council
decided to appoint Councilmen Jerry
Fidele and Stan McEvoy to look at in-
surance options for the new year. In
April it will be time for the council to
renew if they choose to with Blue
Shields/Blue Cross.

Currently the city pays for the em-
ployee and the family’s insurance. A
few months ago talks began about a
possible change in the plan. The money
that is used to pay for the insurance is
taken from the property tax.

Mr. McEvoy said that he thought
they needed to make a decision soon so
that employees could know what will
change. He said that he and Mr. Fidele
met and he said that he thought one op-
tion would be to get rid of the obstet-
rics part of the plan, since most of the
employees are through their child bear-
ing age, but this wasn’t an option with
their insurance company.

In an employee survey, workers said
that the worse thing the council could
do is change the company and the sec-
ond was to go to a higher deductible.

Another suggestion from Mr.
McEvoy was to do a cost/share for the
family and  do a 50/50 split for the
spouse and family. What this would
mean is that the city would still pay for
the employee and then the city would
pay half of the family and the spouse.
He said that this change would allow for
a $35,000 to $40,000 in savings. For
each family insurance plan it would
save the city around $230 which the
employee would pay.

Mayor Charles Frickey said that in
the past they had talked about making
a change and then giving each em-
ployee a net increase  which would then
cover the amount that the employee
would have to pay.

Mr. Fidele agreed with the idea that
Mr. McEvoy suggested on making it a

cost/share deal.
Councilman Marvin Machett said

that their city employees probably con-
sidered that benefit package when they
took the job and now they have work-
ers who are tenured and they can’t take
the benefits away from them.

“If we lose them now because of a
decision how does that pay off?” asked
Mr. Matchett.

Mr. McEvoy said that if they did
what the mayor suggested then there
wouldn’t be any initial shock. Mayor
Frickey said that he knew that it
wouldn’t be an easy decision, but that
everyone should give it some serious
thought.

The council has done a good job with
its fiscal responsibility, said Mr.
Matchett, including paying cash for the
bucket truck recently bought. He said
that they have also been able to cut back
on some full time employees and
change some salaries. He said that they
need to look at all the options includ-
ing insurance, but that also to remem-
ber that part of the reason there is a tax
increase because people voted to get rid
of the intangible tax.

Although the voters may have made
up their minds about the intangible tax
Mr. McEvoy said the council needs to
try to give people a break with their
taxes which goes to pay for this insur-
ance.

Councilwoman Leslie Bartels said
that it is important to keep the infra-
structure up and she said she sees the
employees as part of that.

In the end the council decided that
they would look into changing health
care so that the city would pay all of the
employee’s health care and then half of
the family plan. They would do this for
the existing 17 full-time employees and
then if they hired new ones they would
only pay for the employee. This would
show that decline in the property tax.

The council didn’t make any deci-
sions and they agreed that it would be
on the agenda for next meeting on Jan.
20.

No-till conferences
deadline is Monday

The early registration deadline for
the Kansas Crop Residue Management
Alliance sponsored conference “No-till
on the Plains” is Monday.

The conference will be held at the
Bicentennial Center in Salina starting
at 1 p.m. on Jan. 22 and will end the fol-
lowing day at 4:30 p.m.

Early registration is $50 if it is in be-
fore Monday and $60 at the door. This
year, anyone who registers early may
bring their spouse for free.

The two days will cover all aspects
of no-till farming and will have two fea-
tured speakers.

 The first one will be Dean A. Mar-
tins, who will talk at 1 p.m. on Monday.
He is from Tuscon and is a soil special-

ist who has done most of his work in
Iowa. Mr. Martins work is focused on
nitrogen and carbon under different till-
age systems.

The other featured speaker is
Dewayne Beck, who will speak at 8:30
a.m. on Tuesday. Mr. Beck is from the
Dakota Lake Research Farm in Pierre,
S.D. He will talk about no-till as a sys-
tems approach, using crop rotation,
stacking and crop sanitation.

To register for the conference send
money to No-till on the Plains 2001,
Box 236, McPherson, Kan., 67460-
0236.

For information on the conference
look on the internet at
www.residue.org.

Everyone is welcome
to meeting Thursday

The first public meeting for the
countywide strategic plan will be held
tomorrow night at 7 p.m. at The Gate-
way, sponsored by the Oberlin-Decatur
County Economic Development Corp.

Connie Grafel, marketing director
for the corporation, said that everyone
is welcome to attend and would like
people to come prepared with ideas for
the county. She said that the informa-
tion that is gathered at the meeting will
then be compiled into a priority list for
the strategic plan.

The plan is needed so that the county
can apply for federal and state grants.
Decatur County hasn’t had a strategic

plan published since 1990. Although
there was a committee working on one
in 1996 it wasn’t finished.

Ms. Grafel said that at the meeting
they will organize a committee which
will work on the plan and the priorities.
This is only the first of a number of
meetings which will be held for the
plan.

For those people who can’t attend
Ms. Grafel has asked that if they have
ideas on what people see as strengths
and weaknesses here, what they want
here for the future or other things they
would like to see in the community to
please write to her at 1 Morgan Drive.

Two more applicants
for commissioner seat

Two more men said that they were in-
terested in the 3rd District County
Commission seat last week.

Larry Smith and Don Roe sent in
their information, said County Clerk
Marilyn Horn. This means there are six
who are interested in the appointment.
Those who had said they were inter-
ested in the seat vacated by the death of
Commissioner Bob Glenn are, Patricia
Glenn, Councilmen Jerry Fidele and
Stan McEvoy and Doyle Fredrickson.

On Tuesday evening the Republican

County Committee members for the
townships that commission seat repre-
sents were scheduled to appoint a per-
son. Precinct committee members in-
clude Todd Tompkins, Dolores
Koerperich and Ken Morgan.

Legally the meeting can be closed to
the public.

After the precinct members make a
decision Mrs. Horn will send the name
into Topeka so the governor can make
the final appointment.


