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Didrict needstolet everyone
havethdr say on bondissue

Oberlin schools need renovation which requires
a major bond issue. It’s as simple as that.

The Oberlin School Board is made up of hard-
working, well-meaning people who want to do the

right thing.
That’s a given.

But if the board does not straighten out the po-
litical mess the districtis in over the bond issue, it

probably won’t pass.

That’s too bad. The kids need it and the board
and superintendent have worked too hard to let it

go.

The board needs to start with the way it treats
citizens who show up at its meetings. Kicking
them out in the hall while the board holds an ille-
gal closed-door meeting won’t win any votes.

Not allowing them to comment when the board
discusses the bond issue won’t help much either.
Theboard can’tpointto arigid agenda and squeeze
all comments into the first of ameeting, not on this
issue, not if the members want the bond vote to

pass.

Board members may not like to hear this, but
they need to listen if they want to win. It’s your

friends talking, folks.

Atthis point, even the board is less than unified
on the size and direction of the bond issue. The first
thing that has to happen is for the board, its Blue

to have a say to talk things out.

Bendtherules soeveryone cantalk, if necessary,
and get all the feelings out. Bend over backward
tomake people feel they have been heard, because

every person who does not will get 10 people to
vote against the bonds.

It’d help to be sure the figures are right this time.
Then, the committee and the board need to make

some decisions about the bond issue. It needs to

be smaller than what was once proposed, probably
under $6 million, if they want it to pass.

That would keep it about the same cost, in real,

inflation adjusted dollars, as the lastissue in 1965.
Once mosteveryone is behind the plan, the cam-
paign can begin. Itisn’t realistic to expect unani-
mous support, but a bond issue can be passed if
it’s reasonable and all the board and committee
back it. Oberlin people support their schools.
There is no point in anyone getting mad about
what has happened so far. Mistakes were made.
They can be corrected. There is plenty of blame

to go around, but no need to focus on it.

If we can all work together, we just might get
the schools we need.

Oberlin will be around for along time, and we’ll

Ribbon Committee and all the citizens who want

Sitterstakel10-hour drivetojob

This s a first. Trying to write with a
2-year-old on my lap. I'see alot of “ty
pos” coming my way.

Our favorite son-in-law, Adam, is
about to start a career with anew com-
pany. Butbefore thathappened, he and
Karawanted to getaway for afew days.
Justthe two of them. The call went out,
“Would you guys like to watch Taylor
for the weekend?” Would we! Grab a
bag, throw in some clothes and we were
on the way to Dallas.

Jim and I have the same attitude
about traveling. Don’t waste a night
sleeping when you can drive straight
through and be there by morning. We
each take a two-hour stint behind the
wheel, napping in between. With a
steady supply of sunflower seeds and
outrageous, late-night talk radio to
keep us entertained, the 10-hour drive
went by very quickly. The kids left the
front door unlocked so we could let
ourselves in. Six a.m. found us fast
asleep for a couple hours of rest. We
were going to need it, because Taylor,
who announces to anyone who will lis-
ten, “Ibe 2,” was well-rested and ready
to go. She talks, she counts, she dances,

need good schools. Enrollment declines are almost
atan end. We need to invest in the district.
Let’s get with it.

—SeveHaynes
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she giveshugs and kisses, she’s funny,
she’s really somethin’. I thought my
kids were bright, but she’s way ahead
of them.

Wetook her to church and during the
sermon, someone was moved to say,
“Amen!” Her little echo “Amen,” was
loud and clear. After the service, when
the congregation was shaking hands
and welcoming us as visitors, Taylor
had to shake everyone’s hand too. We
advised Adam and Kara that if they
ever attend that church, to be sure and
introduce themselves as Taylor’s par-
ents. She made a good impression on
everyone.

My mother-in-law’s health is still

fragile since her last hospitalization.
Another trip to the hospital revealed an
irregular heartbeat. Unfortunately, we
had left town without giving Kara and
Adam’s unlisted phone number to any-
one. Jim’s poor sister, Mary, tried to
notify us by any method available.

Friends, neighbors, family were all
enlisted to track us down. Eventually,
aTexas police officer came to the door
with the message. At this writing,
Margieis being watched carefully, and
is much improved.

A phone call to the Herald office re-
vealed we have missed one of the big-
gest snows of the season. Our timing
was great.

Photo Policy

The Oberlin Herald wants to empha-
size photos of people doing things in the
community. If you know of an event or
news happening that we should attend,
please call 475-2206.

Please be sure to allow a couple of
days’ notice sowe canarrangetobethere.

Space in the paper is limited and so is
the time of our staff, so we may not be
ableto gettoevery event, but we willtry.

Because space is so limited, we can-
not run team or group photos, any pic-
tures of people lined up or of people pass-
ing checks, certificates and the like. (We
will always try to make room for a story
about any of these events, however.)

We do run wedding and engagement

pictures and “mug’” shots with stories and
obituaries, when they are provided tous.
Please remember that we need a clear,
sharp picture. Dark or fuzzy prints will
not work.

We cannot return photos unless you
submit a self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope with clear instructions for return.
Other photos submitted may be picked
up at our office within two weeks. After
that, they will be disposed of.

Laser proofs of photos whichhave run
in The Herald are available for 50 cents
each, first come, first served. Special-
order laser prints of photos will be avail-
able at $3 each for about two weeks after
publication.

We can take passport photos if you
provide aroll of color film. ASA 200, 12
exposure works fine. The charge is $8.50
per person.

(From theBibIe\
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He that hath clean hands, and
a pure heart; who hath not lifted
up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn
deceitfully. He shall receive the
blessing from the Lord, and righ-
teousness from the God of his
salvation. Psalm 24:3-4.

THE OBERLIN HERALD

~

67749.

Press Association.

\_

USPS 401-600
170S.Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243

Publishedeach Wednesday by Haynes Publish-
ingCo.,170S.Penn Ave.,Oberlin, Kan. 67749.
Periodicals mail postage paid at Oberlin, Kan.

Seveand CynthiaHaynes, publishers
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nor-
catur, Dresden and Decatur County. Member of
the Kansas Press Association, National News-
paper Association, Colorado Press Associa-
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inland

Subscriptions: One year, $25 (tax included) in Decatur, Norton,
Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas and Red Willow counties; $29 (tax in-
cluded) elsewhere in Kansas; $32 elsewhere in the U.S. Foreign
subscriptions, $20 extra per year (except APO/FPO). POSTMASTER:
Sendchange ofaddressto 170S. Penn Ave.,Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243.

Office hours: 8:30a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

(Also open most Saturdays when someone is in.)

Serving Oberlinand Decatur County since1879

Phone: (785)475-2206 Fax (785)475-2800
E-mail: obherald @nwkansas.com

Nor’West Newspapers
STAFF
Steve Haynes ......coccveeeveevieenieenieeniieeieens editor
Kimberly Brandt ..........cccoceeeeenen. news editor
MaryLouOlson ........cceceevieenneenne society editor
Jeanette Krizek .......ccccoceeveenennenne. photography
SandraMeilink .........cccccoceeniinennnenne proofreader
Carolyn Kelley-Plotts..........ccccceeueenee columnist
CynthiaHaynes ........cc..ccc....... business manager

David Bergling ........c.cc...... advertising manager
PatCozad .......cccceevuevuennens wantads/circulation
DorisMiller ..................... advertising production
DellaKlima,MarshaMorford ...................... mailing

_—
>

S
R W
£85 AssociATION:

uuuuuu

Rines

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER

ASSOCIATION

)

* PLAN Now §.
S the

2002 KANSKg
GUBERNATORIAL ELscrion

'V
A

e
g

e A
N

iy ot A
CAND\DATE

I'M GONNA WAIT
TILL T CAN

SNEAK 0P
ON ONE!

((

Catsandlizardsenliven vacation

Vacation — the opportunity to get
away from it all on the sunny shores of
Mexico while all our neighbors are en-
joying unseasonably warm weather.

Darn. Why couldn’t it have snowed
while I was gone?

Several lifetimes ago, we were
suckered into buying a timeshare at a
little resort in Mexico. Since then we
have taken our vacation in January to
enjoy the beauty of the ocean and the
warmth of semitropical climate when
itis most likely to be nasty at home.

Having blown most of our cash just
getting to the resort, we tend to sit
around on the beach, sip margaritas and
read. The timeshare has a kitchen and
most of our meals are home cooked.

Although the dog was atthe vet’s and
the cats were being cared for, we
weren’t allowed to get lonely for our
pets. The resort was full of animals this
year, although pets are forbidden.

Soon after getting settled in our sec-
ond-story villawe discovered that three
cats lived amongst the palm-thatch-
covered roofs of the buildings around
us.

These were not pets. They’re wild
cats — pretty, house-size wild cats —
but wild cats, nonetheless.

The staff said that they have been try-
ing to get rid of the cats by using “hu-
mane” raccoon traps. The cats appar-

Open Season
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ently are a lot smarter than either rac-
coons or those setting the traps, how-
ever. A salesman said they can go into
the traps, steal the bait and get back out
without tripping the triggers. They
won’t go near anyone with a uniform
on, or anyone else, for that matter.

While they wouldn’tcome to us, they
would enter an opened door to check
the kitchen for any scraps we might
haveleft. Weleft scraps, of course. You
know how I feel about cats.

Then there were the lizards, or gec-
kos. We saw three of them.

The first showed up on the wall out-
side our door on the first night we were
there. He was abig-eyedlittle thing and
soon scampered away.

The second met with an accidentand
had to be escorted from the premises.

Imoved aplanter off an outdoor table
to setit for supper and saw a spot where
the planter had been. Thinking it was a

leaf or piece of bark, I tried to brush it
off.

Aslizard and tail separated from each
other, I learned my mistake.

The family accused me of being aliz-
ard hater. The tail sat twitching for sev-
eral minutes and the lizard just looked
scared. One of the kids finally moved
itoff the table and disposed of the inch-
long detached tail.

The third gecko came out that next
night. He was twice as big as the tail-
less one and I told everyone it was his
big brother come to get me. Still, at al-
most four inches long, he wasn’t much
of athreat. He soon disappeared into the
shrubbery.

We gotback home in time to pick up
the dog and baby the cats and enjoy the
snowstorm.

Ilike being home, but I do miss hav-
ing lizards with my lunch.

Boar d violated open mestinglaw

It seems pretty clear that the Oberlin
School Board violated the state’s Open
Meetings Act when it went behind
closed doors last Monday to talk about
the district’s bond issue.

The board cited “financial” as the
reason for the closed meeting, but the
board appeared to be focused on the
school district’s finances. Thatis nota
topic which can be discussed behind
closed doors. Neither is the perfor-
mance of other elected officials or of
contractors and agents hired by the
school board.

The Open Meetings exemption for
financial information applies only to
financial information and trade secrets
of a private business which might be
given to the board. No suchitems were
on the table last week that I can tell. If
there was, I wish someone would let the
restof usinonit.

Theboard wastrying to work its way
outof asticky situation. The school dis-
trict had given out information about
the $7.38 million dollar bond proposal
that was based on misinformation. The
county clerk admitted to the board that
she gave the wrong figure for the
district’s assessed valuation to a bond
consultant, whoused it to figure the cost
of the program.

That embarrassed the board and
harmed the credibility of the bond is-
sue, to be sure, but it’s not a topic that
the law allows the board to talk about
in closed session. People at the meet-
ing who were asked toleave had a pretty
good idea that was the case, too.

School boards spend an inordinate
amount of time worrying about
whether they are following the myriad
of state and federal laws that apply to
theirbusiness. The Open Meetings Law
is just one of those, but it’s an impor-
tant one.

A school board is charged with run-
ning a multi-million-dollar business.

AlongtheSappa
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It’s the taxpayers’ money that they are
spending, and the taxpayers’ children
they are educating. We all have aright
to know what goes on at board meet-
ings.

The Open Meetings Act makes it the
policy of the state that all public meet-
ings should be open to the public. There
areonly afew, limited exemptions, and
they are well defined.

Board members may sometimes
wish they could talk “off the record”
about a touchy subject, but that’s not
enough reason to kick 20 citizens out
ofameeting. They wouldn’thave been
there if they didn’t care about what the
board was doing.

Theironic thing to me s that, by clos-
ing the session and forcing all those

people to cool their heels outin the hall,
the board probably hurt its cause more
than it helped it.

The Open Meetings Act has teeth. It
includes $500 personal fines for board
members involved in a violation. Ac-
tions taken in or after an illegal meet-
ing can be voided by the court. But it
should never come to that. Our school
board members are good people, trying
hard to do the right thing. It’s a tough
job atbest.

But this time, it looks like the board
was wrong. You’d think at least the
board owes those people at the meeting,
and all taxpayers who were short-
changed by the closed session, an apol-
ogy. And more to the point, a promise
that it won’t happen again.

Write

>

TheOberlinHeraldencourages Let-
ters to the Editor on any topic of public
interest. Letters should be brief, clear
and to the point. They must be signed
and carry the address and phone num-
ber of the author.

Mail letters to 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail to
obherald @nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous let-
ters. We sign our opinions and expect
readers to do likewise.

We donot publish form letters or let-
ters about topics which do not pertain
to our area. Thank-yous from this area
should be submitted to the Want Ad
desk.

Letters will not be censored, but will
be read and edited for form and style,
clarity, length and legality. We will not
publish attacks on private individuals
or businesses which do not pertainto a
publicissue.

Honor Roll

HERALD SUBSCRIBERS
Wanda Scoble, Elmhurst, Ill.;
Teffani Muirhead, Chicago; Tom
Railsback, Great Falls, Mont.; Dr.
Warren Kump, Minneapolis, Minn.;
Leslie T. Brown, Indianola, Neb.; Rob-
ert Pavlicek, Memphis, Tenn.; Evan
Wenger, Aubrey, Texas; Mary Reeves
Leber, Mercer Island, Wash.; Elaine
Wheeler, Saint Petersburg, Fla.
Arizona: Myron Johnson, Apache
Junction; Thomas Miller, Grand Can-
yon; Dwayne Jones, Green Valley.
Colorado: Jeanette Tice, Stanley N.
Deines, Shirley M. Jennett, Denver;

Lorene Anderson, Lakewood; Rita
Philbrook, Littleton; Christa Lundberg,
Colorado Springs.

Kansas: Scott Hartzog, Norcatur;
Ken Robson, Ellsworth; Sylvia Wach-
endorfer, Western Concrete Works,
Selden; Wayne Smith, Waverly; Daryl
Hartzog, Jennings; Stacy Hartzog,
Overland Park; Wesley Benda, Ludell;
Western Sprinklers, Inc., Colby; Bill
Solko, Herndon.

R.W. Hessenflow, Steve Noren,
Calvin Ufford, Darrell Hickert, Mary
Noone, Dr. Donald Harrier, Carmie
Wickham, Arthur May, Veanna Orr,

Leonard Cochran, Henry Wolfram,
EdlaOlson, Mr. and Mrs. R.L. Gaskill;
Richard Anderson, Eugene VanOtter-
loo, Phil Fraker, Florence Vavroch, all
of Oberlin.




