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We needto be prepared =
for agricultural emergency

American stockmen and U.S. officials havy®ing unable to move animals to market — apd
been watching as Europe tears apart its livestegkn the complete destruction of their herds.
industry in a failing attempt to stop the spread oWhile the federal government has an overgll
hoof-and-mouth disease. plan to handle an epidemic should one break qut

Itis afrightening prospect, but some experts dare, only about half the states have a plan accqrd-
odds are better than even that the infection ving to published reports. Officials in those whic
spread to the U.S. don’t have a plan will have some fast thinking

While so far it has been confined to Europedib.
has spread to the continent from Britain despit¥Vhile quarantine regulations are supposed to . .
strict quarantine regulations. stop livestock diseases from entering this cou If I'I: b b k b

While there are vaccines which could preveny, foot-and-mouth disease spreads so quicKly a. a ”ngs a.C unnynemorle!
the disease, they present a dilemmarto the livesima#t easily that an innocent traveler could bring it
industry. Tests used to screen animals movindptone from Europe without knowing. Foot bathg thought of Bunsky the other day/
market or for breeding cannot distinguish betweand the like set up at foreign airports may or nﬁgf watching some kids fly their
animals which are mfected, and must b_e det help prevent this kind of s_pread. ltwasn'tthe children or the kites tha
stroyed, and those which have been vaccinateW/e needto be ready. If the disease does not mak® me think of the white rabbit tha
but are healthy. it here this time, it will the next. Or some othentered our lives almost as if he hg

As a result, most countries ban use of the vdread livestock virus, maybe one yet unknowiepped out of Lewis Carroll tale.
cine. Itis expensive and in short supply, anywaill appear here. We could even be the victim of #p}"’as the alfalfa. .

T 4 : . e children had gotten permissio
and it’s likely that manufacturers could not priyological terrorist attack.

. . . toflytheirkitesinafield of fresh spring
duce enough to stop the spread of the epidemicWhatever the cause, an outbreak could ruin #gifa — bunny food, we still call it

U'LL TAKE
ONE MILLION

TOPERA CAPIBLIoRAL

Open Season
By Cynthia Hayne

chaynes@nwkansas.co

What will we do when the disease hits olivestock business, and the packing house and fa@dnd our house. grab for them. It was an excitinghan one rabbitappear in the cage
shores? business, in this country for years. Unchecked/Ve were living the Monte Vista,evening, butwe thought we had roundhese interludes, | came to the cor
., across the street from a family e¢fd up all the stray hoppers. sion that Bunsky was a boy.

It's likely, thatas in Europe, our livestock indusuch an event could produce both high food pri Sxican nationals. They were nice Exceptfor one. | tried to determine what he w

try will b_e widely disrupted by quarantmes arahd evena depression. It's nNo minor matter. folks, but except for the oldest boy, who Youngest daughter found a tinywhen he was young — just like |

destruction of thousands of head of infected owe just cannot afford to drift along. We have {@ my daughter's class in high schoohundle of fuzz in the back of our sheddaddy taught me.
suspicious stock. Livestock operators could faneready. — Steve Haynesuldn'tunderstand aword they said. She took it across the street but theDaddy always said that he de
- - The problem was mutual. neighbors refused to accept the erramined whether our kittens were boy
I\/I th They spoke Spanish and | spoke Enabbit, handing it back with a smile andirls by checking the bottoms of tr
O e r- I n - aW Was a rare J ewe glish. We communicated with a frienda wave of their hands. feet. He dutifully turned each pet o
ly wave on our way to work and school That's how Bunsky came to live withand inspected their bottoms and d

each day. us. He came to be a very old rabbigred a verdict.

; - h One summer day, | returned home atoving to Kansas and living in Ober- He was right almost half the time
: dusk to what appeared, seen in the tvlin for several years. All | saw on Bunsky when | turni
' Out BaCk light, to be plastic trash bags hopping Back when he was younger, hbim over was white fur. White fur
all over the neighbors’ lawn. Closewould recall his youth and skip out ohiis paws, white fur on his tumn
inspection showed that there had bees occasionally. We would usually findVhite fur on his ... well you get t

The callwe had been waiting for, anr
dreading, came Friday. And we sti
weren't quite prepared for it.

Jim’'s mom, Margie, had died after
long and valiant battle with a form o

leukemia, ded by heart di s
eealljsee.mIa compotnfed by near & By CarOIyn Sue Ke”e)"P|0ttS amajor bunny break. him nibbling the fresh green alfalfa indea.

No one was ever more ready to g Out-Back@webtv.net They raised rabbits, you see. It toothe field behind our house. We enjoyed Bunsky and we m
than Margie. Always the planner sH | ' several hours and a lot of running | say he when | refer to Bunsky. Wéim, but we’re are not planning to
had made all herfuneral arrangen:]en /] around by both families to herd the ratever did determine whether our pgdace him.
eliminating any conflict over making bits back to where they belonged. was male or female, but since a youngl've got Daddy’s method down |

Rabbits are fast and sneaky. Thewbbit's fancy turned to bunny breakand so far I've gota 100 percent pet

decisions. Al th taker, i i i 3 X
ecisions. Always the caretaker, sheaught up with my classmates andhen she realized what she had sai Suble back between your legs as ymach spring, and we never had morecord. 'm not about to try again.

did the last thing she possibly could fograduated from high school. Now, they all broke down in laughter. Disci“©
her family. own my own business and am doingline, yes, but there was laughter too,

0
I have only known Margie for a little just fine. All because Mrs. Simonse#dlways laughter. G t t k I t f
over six years. Our honeymoon triggook the time and cared.” Margie was a prolific letter writer. A Overn I I le n a eS u p O S O Spa(
included a few days with Margie and She was, by all accounts, a handeek seldom went by but what we
Sid in Montana, where she warmlworker: gardening, canning, cleaninglidn’t receive a big, fat envelope ] ]
welcomed me into the family. If Jimcooking, farming and ranching. Youstuffed with several pages of news from Walking around Washington, yo
loved me, then she did too. No questidmad to hustle to keep up with Margieher and Sidney’s life on the ranch, pludet an idea of just how big the feder
asked, just total acceptance. We always teased her about the plemiartoons, columns and articles sH¥vernmentis.
Professionally, Margie was atude ofhome canned produce, jams atitbught we would find interesting. ~ Building heightis limited to preserv
teacher. Many of her former studentigllies in her basement by saying, “In Then there was her music. Margit€ Views, so there are no skyscrape|
have contacted me and each one saidse of famine, this is where we wathoved to play the piano and guitaPUt government buildings are big.
that she made learning fun. The last b be.” (teaching every student she ever had tol e Agriculture Department alon
years of her career found Margie as- I've heard the stories from Jim, hiplay atleastthree chords) and just a fe¥¢cupies over four blocks. There ist
signed to special education studentsrother and sister about how, as chiears ago mastered a rather compfild. traditional building on the Mall,
There, she found her calling. dren, they would test her to (and beated electronic keyboard. Her childrednd & monster called the South Build- —
The attention some of these kidgond) her limits. all have some of her musical talent arl@g. Which stretches for blocks. Skylank the entrance to every buildingmarked “senators only.”
needed was her specialty. A few years After one particularly trying day she wastheir bestaudience, always pRfidges link the two. Guards stop each car entering a base*Want a ride?” he asks. “It's not
ago, we met one of them. He told uwith three “hyped-up” kids underfootfessing their superb, stupendous andCommerce has a similar fortress oment parking garage. One searches tiiéy that special, no loungers or a
how he hadn’tbeen able to read and hatle cried out in frustration, “You kidsmagnificent talents. the other side of the mall. Some newetrunk while another uses a mirror on ting.”
hated school. He said to Jim, “Youare justlike abunch oftionsandligers”! Last night, Jim and | were talkinggmall departments, such as Energgtick to check the undercarriage for We were not prepared for the Sel

mother worked and worked with me. | The kids caught her slip instantly andbout our mothers’ similarities. We2ccupy smaller quarters, justa block crombs. Explosive sniffers and dogs atwuildings: They are class, big, op
agreed. They were not “wimpy"two. But they have centuries yet tased sometimes. lots of marble. Senate offices are h

women. grow. The FBI hasclass. Truck barriers linstaffs even bigger. Still governme
H O n O r R OI I So, even though we'll miss her now, The biggestofthe big, the Pentagomg the sidewalks and blocking the erbut nice government. Senators
I'll repeat Jim’s parting words to hisiS across the Potomac Riverin Virginidrances to the Hoover Building are disight.
mom: “This isn’t good-bye,” he saidIt's 0 massive that it's hard to recogguised as planters. Lots of planters. Big No one is on the House or Ser
HAROLD SUBSCRIBERS Hissong, DVM, Nathan Copelandswe’'ll see you later”. nize from the ground. You can’t seplanters. floor, we notice. Senators and repre
Owen E. King, Rio Rancho, N.M.;Donald Barratt, Jim Andersen, Pete more than one side from the highway, Security guards patrol around theatives wander around, meet, g
Larry Nelson, Fredericksburg, Va.Palek, Gordon Matson, Audra Duncar, . and the instantly recognizable shapelisiildings in cars marked “FBI Police. folks from back home, talk with lobk
Terri Spresser, Calhoun, Tenn.; Jeriyoris Fringer, Virgil Cathcart, Donn From the Blble notapparent from below. The side you House of Representatives officésts. Televisions everywhere play
Marietta, Casper, Wyo. Warren, Glen Baughman, Myrtle Ros§ see is massive, though. buildings are adequate, well-kept go\SPAN feeds of the floor debate. F
Texas R.E. Gaede, San AntonioGeorge L. Brown, Kenneth Van Vleet Letyour conversation be with- Washington is a tourist town, an@&rnment buildings. You would not misderry Moran tells us as few as a dc
Nola Thompson, Fredricksburg; EffieRay Kircher, out covetousness; and be contept truly a people’s capital. On any givemake them for anything else. House ofnembers may be on the floor lister
Gish, Fort Worth; Mrs. Marvin Fedro, Virgil Kump, Cecil Hess, Fern| with such things as ye have: fo day —whenit's warm enough, anywafices are cramped, staffs are small. to the one congressman drone on.
Robinson; Nancy Alvarez, HoustonWWenger, Lonnie McEvoy, Walter| he hath said, | will never leavd — there are thousands of Americans Tunnels lead under the Mall to the The Speaker of the House is in
Beryl Orthmann, Beeville; MaryMeitl, Donald Meints, Lola Brack, | thee, norforsake thee. Sothatwle Out touring the town, enjoying theCapitol, where awinding corridor takesffice, with another member presidi
Palmgren, San Antonio. William Ladehoff, Wayne Larson; Rita| may boldly say, The Lord is my| Sights, or just playing on the Mallyou to the Senate side. Senators haviembers keep up with the televisi
Oberlin: Mildred Lippelmann, Garver, Billie Bryan, Dorothy Moore,| helper, and | will not fear what Americans of all colors and religiongrams to take them back and forth urare called if they need to vote. The)
DeWayne Vacura, Dan Lippelmannidith Richards Doris Brown, Maxinel man shall do unto me. Hebrews join on the broad sidewalks and vastlerground; representatives have teady know what is going on, and
Ralph Unger, A.F. Unger, Clara FringChambers, KSNK TV, Vivian Lewis,| 13:5-6. grassy expanse, or jam into the Smitkvalk. There are more metal detectodebate is mostly for the record.
er, Bill Goodnight, Mary Smith, TravisRichard Russ, Marianna Bendon. sonian’s museums, joined by visitordown here, of course. Everyone asks us what people t
from around the world. In the basement, we spot Sen. Samome are thinking. They want to kn
But there is another side. Nothin@rownback from Kansas, whom weur issues. Pictures are taken, ar

~\
belonging to the government is safleave an appointmentwith later. We sarm, and we move on. It’s a curi
E BER I ,IN R A I 'D from terrorist attack. Metal detectorsi, and he beckons us into the elevatsystem, to say the least, but it worl
’ L L}
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Alongthe Sappa

By Steve Hayne

shaynes@nwkansas.co

USPS 401-600 Phone: (785)475-2206 Fax(785)475-28000 the Editor: .
170S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243 E-mail; obherald@nwkansas.com l am Writri]ng in response to bothk;h L etterto th e Ed Itor
] ) , article in the Apri erlin Hera

Published each Wednesday by Haynes Publish- NoOr’\West Newspapers about ecstasy being sold at a scho
ingCo.,170S.PennAve., Oberlin,Kan. 67749. STAFF Idanceyat)nd Mr(-j"k')ayn%’ reSIOOT)Se tOr:he . divdrug free” i dth ation thatis actuall

indi i i i etter submitted by TACT members there ‘supposedlydrug free” is sand- the one organization thatis actually
ggglzglcals mail pOStage pald at Oberlln, Ka§‘.['eve Haynes ............................................. e_d Ofollowing week. | am also amember ofviched between two paragraphs aboing to make. a di.fference in. the livef

' Kimberly Brandt ..............ccccevvvvnnnnnn. news editpr TACT, and | am offended by the waylrug dogs searching the school. If thigen-agers in this community and fc

Steve and Cynthia Haynes, publishers  \jary | ou Olson

oS ) | society editgr The Heraldhas portrayed our organidoes not imply that TACT is to blameon the individuals who are responsi
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nogeanette Krizek

photogra yzation.TACTsponsorsmanyactivitiesnd that its members should bklaybe even some of the good thi

catur, Dresden and Decatur County. Membegndra Meilink ................ccccocevrinnen. proofreadrthroughoutthe year thatare specificalgshamed of themselves for letting thihat happen routinely at Decatur C
the Kansas Press Association, National Nevgzrolyn Kelley-PIOttS ...............coo....... columnift anti-drugabuse. Asourmembers mehappen, | don'tknow whatdoes. =~ munity High School could make |
. lorado Press AssocGynthia Haynes business manahe oned intheir last letter, there is no way Another point | would like to makefront page. Just a thought. .
paper Association, Colorado F _ YNES w.vvvvoeiiiiinnns i hatwe could have controlled what hapavolves Mr. Haynes' response to our Jake Robinsc
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inlaidvid Bergling ................... advertising MAaNager ened at that dance without searchitefter. He said that the event was “an Oberlir
Press Association. Bat _C(;/Zl_’ﬁd ........................ d want adS/CI(;CUIE_ltI Neach and every student who attende@mbarrassmentto your school.” Itis ng,
o ) ) orisMiller ..................... advertising productiop  While the April 4 article may havemore an embarrassment to the TAC .

ﬁ‘gejﬂg"‘gﬁjﬁdﬁﬂe%ﬁaf iiét;één%%w)c&n%g?gé 'Eig;tﬁella Klima, MarshaMorford.................... mailing been accurate with its facts, its implimembers who tried to provide a saf erte ]
cluded) ‘elsewhere in Kansas; $35 elsewhere in the U.S. Foreign cations were ridiculous. “The group théegal way for kids to have fun, than iti

subscriptions, $20 extra per year (except APO/FPO). POSTMASTER:

_ sponsored the dance (that was yot® the community that “allowed” an The Oberlin Heral@ncourages Le
Sendchange ofaddressto 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin,Kan. 67749-224% ﬂ“n‘&

uuuuuu typo, notmine), known as TACT, givegidult to smuggle the drugs into its towsers to the Editor on any topic of pul

< P ) NINIZK inorsin the fi |
- . Q. B Eri NI teens a chance to be role models fand sellthemto minorsinthe first placénterest. They mustbe signed and ¢
Offlcs hours: 8?80 ?Ln 5}?’0 p.m. Mon Fri. NATIONAL NEWSPAPER younger kids.” This statement, along | hope thatThe Heraldand Mr. the address and phone number o
\___(AlsoopenmostSaturdayswhensomeoneisin.) ASSOCIATIO™ ASSOCIATION _J with ones about how TACT activitiesHaynes will stop trying to criminalizeauthor.




