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Winds, rain
slash county,
cause wreck

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The National Weather Service i

Winds gusting 60 to 80 miles an houBoodland had warned that the winds
whipped across the area Friday nightyere supposed to hit the Oberlin arga

blowing athousand-footirrigation pipeat 5:30 p.m. that night. Not momen

into the two passing vehicles on U.Sfter the clock struck half past 5, a dupt

83. cloud filled the air. People who wer
No one was hurt, though the occwutside went in and peered out of win-
pants of a van and a car were shakelgws.

andthe van’s windshield was shattered. The Selden ambulance was dig-
Another wave of storms hit the arepatched to the accident site, which was
early Sunday, downing power linedijrst thought to be at the intersection at

e

knocking down tree limbs and dumpb).S. 83 and K-383, but the family ha
ing 2.5 inches of rain. The runoffalready pulled into the Wurms’ drive
brought Sappa Creek to bankfull anaiay to get help.
nearly filled Sappa Lake.
Friday, the driver of the van, KevirMr. Slack’s vehicle. Both drivers wer¢
Baker, Grand Island, Neb., was with higble to pull into the farm. There werg
wife Christine and their three kids, alho injuries and the children acted likp
under age 5, ontheir way to arelativetsothing unusual had happened, sg
house in Colby. Deputy Baldwin.

The Bakers were southbound on U.S. That evening, the area received|afs

83 while Jerold Slack was driving nortlirace of rain, but nothing significant]

in a two-door Toyota, near KevinSaturday, temperatures reached intd

Wurm’s farmstead, about 13 mileshe 70s and conditions were favorab

south of Oberlin.
Mrs. Baker, who was in the frontSenior Forecaster Scott Lockhart, WIII

passenger seat of the van, said she shweather service office in Goodlan

the pipe coming and bent to the sid@he county was placed under a seve rel HE PLASTIC MAN (above) smoked a cigarette, demonstratmg to Jeremy Chase
Sheriff's Deputy Gary Baldwin said ifthunderstorm watch, which changed fo Marcuson and Shelby Wolters (left to right) toxins from second-hand smoke. Marci Metcg
she hadn’tdone that, the accident coutdwarning as the weather started folow) signed a thank-you to the American Heart Associatioferald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

have been tragic. (Please see STORMS on Page 104)

Backers to hold
meeting at gym

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

aboutthe Oberlin School District bongvould pay for the bonds. Members rg
issue have been set up, the first at theote some parts which they thougit
elementary gym at 7:30 p.m. Thursdagould be confusing.
and the second at the high school audi-Mrs. Breth asked everyone to tak
torium at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday.

[¢)

promoting the bond issue decided thahe still thinks there is too much infon
if they had the meetings at the schoolsation on the sheet.
people could see for themselves whatMr. Addleman asked that everyong
needs to be fixed.

Before election day on June 5, saidext meeting.
chairman Rusty Addleman, owner of With voter registration deadline on
Addleman Drug, they should have dtlay 21, only a month away, Kristin
least one more meeting. McHugh, co-coordinator of the regist

Don Fredrickson, co-coordinator ofration committee, said she has picked

the speakers bureau, said he would likip cards for people to register with.
to see tours given during alumniweek- Gary Walter, co-coordinator of

end at both schools. Teacher Brendsays and Means, said the group has

Breth said the student council alreadyritten a letter to give accurate infort
does tours at the high school.

Mr. Fredrickson said the bureau hgsort. He said in the letter, they aren(t
started to schedule talks for clubs ardlling people how to vote but giving
organizations in the county. them the facts. He said they will staft

A “bullet sheet” which some mem-y sending the letters to teachers apd
bers thought was finished at their lagteople who have expressed interestfin

The pipe caused minor damage {o|

e
forthunderstorms by the morning, said

i

-""'l.-" '

ra%\:;" .

and tried to make it easier to read. The
Two public meetings to tell peoplesheet includes figures of what people

the sheet home to read one more tire

Members of the KIDS committeeand make sure all of it works. She sajd

getthe changesto Mrs. Breth before the

mation to people and ask for their sup-

Kids see
dangers

of smoke

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
The clear plastic box sat on the ed
of a cement wall outside Oberlin E
ementary School, filling with smokg
while a plastic head attached to the i
side held a lighted cigarette in it
mouth.
The box had a fan opposite the pla

Group
to decide
on plan

Economic panel
could hire firm

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

By their next meeting, membert
the Oberlin-Decatur County Econol
Development Corp. board agreed
need to have a decision on wheth
hire a Colorado firm as advisors
bringing a technology-based busir
to town.

The firm, known as Tekquity, h
been working on a strategic plan for
county. While gathering informati
for the plan, Tekquity representati
looked at whether a technology b
ness, like a call center, would work t
and have since given the corporati
proposed business plan.

In previous meetings, Tekquity r
resentatives said the firm is not in
ested ininvesting in the project bec:
they like to see a return of 10 time
two years, which they didn't thil
could happen here.

Representatives told members
board it would probably need to re
$500,000 locally and a half a milli
through a large investor. They offe

J&&gntinue consulting for $10,00
If &%ﬂh butatthe meeting last Wed|
Greg Lohoefener, who was
original contact person with the cc
pany, said he understood that the ¢
pany would negotiate on price and
vices.

Board member Robbie Henning
said half a million is a lot of money
raise. Connie Grafel, marketing dir
tor for the corporation, said she thot
they could raise between $100,00
$250,000 for the proposal. Mem
Duane Steele said he agreed half
lion was too much.

Mr. Lohoefener said he was curi
what the board thought of the gen
outline of the project. From what

hjeread, he said he thought it soundec
- money would be a 50/50 split betw
higher risk investments and lower |
h-investments. He said he hasn't tal
5 to Tekquity, but thought they said
money would fund more than ¢
s-project.

tic head which pulled the smoke outal
through a piece of cotton which act
like afilter. The brown stuff which wa
trapped in the cotton is what you g
from second-hand smoke, Casan
Stallman told the kids.

She said the box came from t
American Heart Association and st
dents gotto keepitallweek. The smo
ing education, she said, ties into th
lessons on drug, alcohol and tobacc

The other item Mrs. Stallman g
fromthe association was amodel whi
showed students what smoking wou
do to their lungs. It has a little plasti
head and clear plastic lungs.

A cigarette was placed in its mou

d Mr. Steele said fromwhat he hast
d is that Tekquity’s role has chang
from being involved and possibly
t nancially backing the project to n
rajust being advisors. Mr. Lohoefel
agreed.
e He said he thought the group ne
- todo something for the community,
-isn’t sure this is the exact model to
ir low. Mr. Lohoefener said projects ||
. business incubators are high risk.
Member Janice Shobe asked if
h Lohoefener is in favor of hiring Te
d quity.

He said he thinks someone wh
emotionally removed from the are
needed and they need to have cor
tions. Whether Tekquity is the gro

(Please see SMOKE on Page 10A

meeting was handed out with revisionghe bond issue.
Mrs. Breth said she took the original The goal is to raise $3,000.

(Please see FIRM on Page 10A

Officials advised to keep it open

By KIMBERLY BRANDT both school boards. with the their money.

“Opennessistherule, notthe excep- To start with, he said, the law regards Register of Deeds Judy Gaun
tion”was the theme in a presentation lany agency which is supported in paMoxious Weed Director Gaylen Hu
County Attorney Steve Hirsch to niner whole by tax dollars as public. Foley, Commissioners Ralph Unger,
county officials Tuesday morning orexample, he said, the county is a puBlenn and Doyle Brown, County Cl
Kansas laws making public meetingiéc agency because itis supported soldiarilyn Horn, Treasurer Jean Hale
and public records open to the publidyy tax money. The Oberlin-DecatuRoad and Bridge Supervisor T

In a computer presentation, MrCounty Economic Development CorpStallman were all in attendance.
Hirsch taught county officials operis a public agency because it getsMr. Hirsch said there are some
meetings and open records laws, comoney from the city which comes fronteptions to the open public meeti
flicts of interest and the incompatibilthe taxpayers. Essentially, he said, puhle, but closed meetings (called ex
ity of office doctrine. Mr. Hirsch saidlic agencies belong to the people arie sessions) can only be held for a
he hopedto give the same presentatithrey have the right to check up on wha¢asons. Those reasons include di
to the city councils in the county andhey are doing since the agencies run(Please see LAWS on Page 10/

‘Body’ under bridge a doggy mystery

A passerby reported a body underta find adead dog. He said he thinks thoar slid sideways for 129 feetthenw
A CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS gang was shingling the Sappa Park Shelter Housebtidge a mile south and a mile west afog died over the winter and the grouraff the road, hitting the bank twice, :
first time when this picture was taken. Shown are (from left) Huber Post, unknown, Bill Wdﬁ\gpswrapped in ablanket, covered iwas too hard to bury it, so the owneomehow ended up on the west si

cement and looking like a possible hatid they best they could. a wire fence pointing southwest.
Leslie Walters, unknown, and Foreman George Thummel. — Collection of Leslie = -\ Deputy Baldwin said the owner must County Weed Director Gaylen Hu

aliers . Sheriff Deputy Gary Baldwin said henave been someone who really carégly found the vehicle, then drove
I u ntee rS to S h I n g Ie O I d S h e Iter h O US eceived the call after dinner on Surfertheir pet. He only wished they wouldoad and found him. Mr. Givens
day. Arriving at the scene, he said, Heave notified the sheriff’s office, addfused Mr. Huntley’s offer to call tl
The Sappa Park Shelter House will get a new roof Satitanged. Now groups are able to rent the house out astirted to take pictures. ing that frankly, he was relieved to finéheriff or an ambulance. Mr. Hunt
day, with volunteers tearing off old shingles, putting dowime summer it is used to shade people during festivals. “My initial reactionwhen|sawitwasthat it was just a dog. gave the Jennings youth a ride h
feltand new shingles to protect the historic old building forOver the years the roof has deteriorated, and in 198faaitresembled abody,” he said. “You Outside of Jennings around 4 p.nand then called the sheriff.
years to come. Work will start at 8 a.m. group organized to raise moneyto fix the house up and wewldldn’t tell.” Thursday, Robert Givens, 16, some- Later that day, Citizens Medic
The shelter house was built in 1935 by the Civilian Cam getting water back in the lake bed. The group has raisede called Undersheriff Randyhow ended up with his car on the wron@enter in Colby called Decatur Cou
servation Corps, which hired young men to do pubtmainly through donations, $7,000 to $8,000 for the projedicHugh to take pictures while heside of a wire fence without the fencto ask if they knew about the accid
projects during the Depression. It was used as a bath houd&ck Benton, with the committee, said he has orderedtioved the cement out of the way. Jubeing broken. since they had the victim there.
when there was a swimming lake at the park. The buildgigngles and they should be in before Friday. in case it was a crime scene, he said. Deputy Baldwin said Mr. Givens Mr. Givenswas given aticket for
is equipped with bathrooms and a large picnic room. Mr. Benton said the committee is asking for volunteerdfter moving the cement, Deputywas driving to Oberlin to go to workdriving atareasonable or prudent s
After the lake dried up, uses for the shelter houses have (Please see SAPPA on Page 10A) Baldwin said he pulled the blanket ugudging by the tire marks, he said, ttend not giving notice of the accide!
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* Firm offers to advise development board for fee

(Continued from Page 1A) “What | would like to see out of this is a buswhat we are going to do,” said Mr. Lohoefenesver, but we still have a strategic plan, so wews of businesses in town but the deve
he said, he doesn’tknow, but he said itis cheapess in town which hires people and is profitbo we want to try this or a shoot off of this?haven't wasted anything.” ment only gotinformation fromthree or fou
to hire a company which has several areasatifie,” said Mr. Steele. “The last thing | want to Mrs. Shobe said she thought the group needet@he plan is needed so the county can appiyem. The group agreed they could ask fc
expertise than many different experts. see is a business come in and fail, but | doaimething more concrete than this to go to tfee grant money and also to help attract nesther interview results. Mr. Marietta saic

Anyone in the public who thinks that foknow if $500,000 is possible.” investors with. Mrs. Bailey said she thoughusinesses. would also like to ask for any raw data Tekg
$25,000 already paid to Tekquity, the boardMr. Lohoefner said the board has already sdidkquity needs to know how much money is Mrs. Shobe said she felt Tekquity didn't dogathered.
would get a business is wrong, said Mit will be difficult to raise the money and heaised first and then they will know what busgood job of gathering information for the plan. Mrs. Bailey said she would like every
Lohoefener. That was for the strategic plan.doesn’t know how much money outside or imess can be tried. She said it is a Catch 22. She said she felt some of the questions on teady to make a decision by the next me

The firmis notinthe venture capital busines#de the community would be possible. Mem- Member Alan Marietta said at this time thsurvey were loaded and didn’t see the informso if they choose to pursue a technology |
as alender, he said. They have access to a \mm-Vickie Bailey said she knows itisn’t somenost important issue is finishing the strategiion as global (the whole county). She said thagss like a call center or incubator here, the
ture capital fund, but Tekquity does the leg wotking the board members can do themselves plain, which Tekquity gathered information fothey only held one public meeting and skstartto work on it. Ms. Grafel said in the me
and gathers information. The reason they haslee doesn’t know where to look other tharhen if want to try to organize to raise half#ought they had to hold more. The group htasie the group needs to start asking ped
backed off is because their investors want to Seekquity to get help. million, he said, they can. to have two more meetings on the plan. they would put money into the project to g
a return of 10 times in two years. “I'think our community needs to stop and ask “If we can’t raise the money,” he said, “itis Ms. Grafel said Tekquity did several inteffeel for what might happen.

* Law makes mos
public data oper

(Continued from Page 1A) He said she did a good job and folloy
sions involving attorney-client privi-the openrecords law, sending out ¢
lege, non-elected personnel, privater telling the requester what-
financial information, and preliminarycharges would be since, agencie:
discussions on acquisition of real pro@llowed to put reasonable charge
erty. the copies.

In the case of client-attorney privi- Like the open meetingslaw, he s
lege, he said toremember that the agethere is a $500 penalty for each vi
cies’ lawyer must be present. tion butitis paid by the governingu

After stating the reason for the sesot the individual.
sionin amotion, the length of time and He said people often overuse the1
who will be present, and approving itonflict of interest as a reason to
by majority vote, members may go bediscuss a topic. Mr. Hirsch said the ¢
hind closed doors. Anyone in the sesime the term should be used is if

s _"'ﬁ‘ﬁﬂwﬂ .1.-; i o . . . . .
ot v w24 sion can take notes, he said, but thogerson has financial gain from the ¢
it .1,‘{/ R _“ become public record once the doocome.
.~ _ - | areopen. In a situation where you feel it i
' ' Mr. Hirsch said it is common forconflict, he said, a member should
agenciesto come to aconsensus duricigse himself from the discussior
asession, butmembers are not allowesgen from the room and definit
to vote behind closed doors. should not vote on it. He said no
Penalties for violations can includeonfuse conflict of interest with the
each member paying a $500 fine farompatibility of office doctrine.
; : 2 i e : . : = | each offense. The doctrine is basically why t
= — e = With the changing times, agenciesounty treasurer can'talso be the cl
WITH OVER TWO INCH ES OF RAIN overthe weekend parttsne crew repalred I|nes and power problems Ilke thls one soum‘@;to be careful about conversatiohe said: itis a checks-and-balances
of Sappa Lake (above) filled with water, making a place for gewn, where mud made it difficult to work. over e-mail, said Mr. Hirsch. For agertem. You can'’t sit on a group whicl

eral ducks to spend the day on Monday. Sunday morning, the city — Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt cies where two is a quorum, then an geur boss, for example, a county

mail between the members is an opg@foyee can’t be a commissioner.
* Stor S d u p rai n record and can qualify as a meeting. Elected officials can still sit ¢

According to an attorney general’oards as long as there isn’t a sen
(Continued from Page 1A) In the past couple weeks, there ha

opinion, he said, electronic “meetingsagent relationship.
don’t have to be interactive or even in Mr. Hirsch said enforcing the ru
e
move in. Late that night and early Surbeen two strong low pressure storrms
day morning, lightning flashed andvhich have beenrightoverourarea, e

real time. can be tough in rural Kansas. A «
He said to remember to try to be openouncil member may be selling the
thunder could be heard throughout tteaid. The first caused a blizzard whigh
area. In Norcatur, hail was reported a@umped 17 inches of snow on Denve

If you interact over e-mail or get a calh service or the weed director ma
r
4:36 a.m., Mr. Lockhart said. and the second caused the storms this

athome, he said, disclose thatinforman the county commission. He sai
tion, don't try to hide it. those cases, it is important to disc
There are even more exceptions fewerything, be up front.
City Foreman Dan Castle and the lineeekend. It has been a unique situatipn
crew was called out to fix power linesfor those in the center in Goodland, he
Mr. Castle said Sunday while he wasaid.

public records, said Mr. Hirsch. Re- The county officials agreed the cl
cently County Treasurer Jean Hale hadas a good refresher for most of th
acall from someone requesting a list ¢ir. Hirsch said to remember for b
all the delinquent taxes in the countyaws, the key word is “open.”
south oftownworking onaline thatthe The centerissueswatches and wain-
guys were out during the night anithgs for Decatur County based on what
luckily at least two of the times, the raimadar shows, and often what storm spt-
had let up some, although the crew haeirs here see. This weekend there were

Bell gives $100,000 for student
to fight the bad weather to fix lines. no storm spotters out, he said, but the

Southwestern Bell Foundation willarship from the earnings on the func
That same night, while Decatucounty did remain under a watch

give a $100,000 gift to establish an erthe 2001-2002 school year. Afterin
dowed scholarship fund for studentsst has been allowed to accrue, se
County slept, an F4 tornado strucwarning for almost the entire day o
Hoisington, population about 3,000Sunday.

studying information networking andscholarships will be awarded in
south of Russell. Sirens never sounded As the line crew continued to fix ele

telecommunications at Fort Hays Sta02-2003 school year.
University. Itis part ofthe university’s Potential students may learn ir
though spotters were out, and one ménical problems caused by the stor
was killed. trying not to get stuck on the mudd

Centennial Campaign. about the scholarship by visiting ht
Volunteers were in the city by thecountry roads on the outskirts of th

Plans are to offer one $1,000 schatwww.fhsu.edu/int/.

— $ Markets have you baffled?

Investing is hard work! Isn't one job enough?
Kansas Fee-Only Investment Advisor Offars
. Free Weekly E-Mail Commentary
”'?g} f' 913-642-1017

Sunflower Assal Management, Inc. provides & fee, no obligation, weekly FrasEnan
commentary. Sunflower composes pertinent informalion and mekes il sdalable B pho-
mﬂﬂn'eﬂ-trl-ﬂs ey o inroducs our sanvices. Content is educational, criginal, thought-
|J renvking and I thee point, Visit our web site at www. sunflower-asset.com. E-mail us al
nio @ sunfiower-asset com 1o receive ol COMMEntany,

to stay. watch.

The tornado was as wide as four to Mr. Lockhart said awatch meanst
six blocks and its path was a mile longonditions are favorable for either
destroying 200 buildings and damagdhunderstorm or tornado. When one
ing more than a quarter of the towrissued, he said, people need to pay
including two schools and the hospitatention to the radio or television and

This spring has been more activalert to what is happening becaus
with thunderstorms than normal, saidriatch can quickly turn into a warning.

Mr. Lockhart. He said the weather sefor a warning, people in the area needEven though the spring has beehonly means that the conditions NAVE we s s m = = - - --- -
vice has already issued 70 types td find shelter, he said, a safe place raore active thannormal, he said, itisntteen optimal for the storms so far. I I
warnings since spring started. stay out of the storm. a sign of aworse summer than normal. I I
. . IF YOU HAVWE II.IIEIII. II FIIIII INS IIIH |

* Smoke boxes teach kids the dangers of cigaretteS  vesmar s sisisie ro seceve vovn sinsenie |
. : : g SUPPLIES AT LITTLE OR ND GOST! I

(Continued from Page 1A) sions,” she said, “and | want them ttold them carbon monoxide isthe sameMrs. Stallman asked her class l( FOR INFORMATION. CALL EASY ACCESS MEDICAL SUPPLY

and lit. The smoke filtered through th&ave the information before. Hopepoison which comes out of a car’'smoking or chewing tobacco is wort WE EARRY IIII.IlIIrEI MEDICATION & IMPOTENCE PRODUCTS I
lungsjustasitwouldinasmoker. Therellly, we are catching them in time.” tailpipe. it? | |
was a clean piece of cottoninthe lungs.Outside her classroom, signs madeAlthough there is no machine to The kids all chimed in “No!” 1- - - |
After the cigarette was smoked, thby the class say that the smoke frodemonstrate what smokeless tobaccoBoth the fifth and sixth graders WerE I
cotton was brown, darker than the cotigarettes stinks and is bad for you. Atoes to a person, one boy said chewingrking on a thank-you poster for th 'IJEI'IIII “5"“:".“ MAY APPLY | " |.| "““[ -

ton showing second hand smoke. theageof10or11, she said, the studegtges you mouth cancer and your teetkmerican Heart Association for |oae = ———
Mrs. Stallman hung the cotton irknow smoking is bad for you, puttingall out. He said it says “caution” on théng them the machines. Each wrote

plastic bags outside her classroom @arbon monoxide — and the browran because chewing can cause mostbecial note about what they learne

the second floor so other students coudlink — into your lungs. Mrs. Stallmarcancer, but people still use it. and why they won’t smoke or chew.

see what smoking does to your lungs

and what being around people wh

smove can do-iso n a vastc i €N ON SChOOIS get technology grant

outside her room are the remains of

smokeless tobacco, brown and soupy.Herndon school will be receiving a Herndon will be using the program Goals of the program are to provid
Mrs. Stallman said by the time stu$17,500 technology grant for theointegrate technology and Internet rérands-on opportunities for students t

dents are in the fifth and sixth gradeschool year 2001-2002. The districtources into the curriculum. It will fo-enhance curriculum materials usin

they are making decisions on whetheipplied for three Technology Literacgus on the districts Quality Perfortechnology, provide teachers an oppo

to use tobacco or try alcohol. Some a@hallenge Fund grants and will benance Accreditation target areas: matiinity to learn how to integrate technol

starting by then, she said. awarded one for participation in th@roblem solving, reading comprehersgy into the classroom efficiently an
“They are constantly making deciGen Y Program. sion, and writing communication.  effectively and to gain experience witl

current technology.

* I Students will develop their own welf m
Sappa Park shelter house to get new shingles  Sudentsyidevelop heirounu e A o
(Continued from Page 1A) start putting shingles on. Later, otheBcouts, who will provide tea and lemobjectives and also develop other re TIRTVTTH

to help on both Saturdays, with paingroups can work towards the outside @hade; and the Lions Club, which igources such as PowerPoint prese N,
ing the shelter house, working on thte building. offering cookies. tions, spreadsheet applications, profes- 'ﬁ TR,

May Daze Eﬁa’:,i;‘,

b
Friday, May 4 - 5 p.m. Barbeque: 8 p.m. Glen's Opry with Jim
Winters and special guest Jill Warren

Salurday, May 5 - Talent Show - Kile Fun Flight - 3-0n-3 Baskelbal

o ) - Balby Conlest - Bunn Bumer Bike Ride - Food Booths
’ * Arts & Crafls - Car Show - Pioneer Days - Kids” Games

I .
For information call B77-3264-2002 - View schedule waw coffeycountyanling. com

SPECTACULAR SAVINGS!!
- g’ a8

grounds and crawling on the roofto tear Mr. Benton has said the project is Mr. Benton said they are still look-Sional word processor documents, and - Bgpmm & L i 59 BB
off and replace the shingles. He sagimilar to an “old-fashioned barn raising for donations to fix up the restroomgultimedia presentations aimed at t : ‘H(' i ey amily Sie 5T=!
there will be something to do for everying,” when people used to come frorand put in camper hook-ups. They cdiirriculum objectives and assessme '.: [ e 'l'l"l'l" e

|t ths
one who shows up. miles around to put up a farmers barbg sent to Box 231, Oberlin, witHargets. ‘-_l m
On the first Saturday, he said, theyisit and eat. checks made out to Sappa Park RestoThe classroom teacher will guide th ﬁ.‘g\r f' ':_ 5
will start on the middle section, which Food will be provided by the Busi+ation Committee. student but will also learn how to inte =k 1:\. %
doesn’t need much trim work so the fettess and Professional Women, who grate technology into the curriculumi Sy

canbenuton riaht awavandbeonecan will be makirg sandwichesthe Girl different ways.



