tornadohit in middleof

children, Stanley and Naomi, and afriend,
Mardell Leitner, who was spending the night,
dead.

“1 just remember crying as| tried to pick up
theglassfromthebrokenwindows, alongwith
scattered stalksfromanearby field, but | had no
ideaat thetimehow many hadbeenhurt orkilled
in the storm,. We used scattered tin from the
outbuildings to cover the windows,” Mrs.
L ohoefener said.

TheOberlinHeraldreported, “ Noother trag-
edy hasever reaped suchatoll of death, injuries
and destruction in Decatur County, except the
Indian raid of Sept. 30, 1878, when 16 settlers
were massacred by theraiding Cheyenne Indi-
ans.”

Though thetwister first cameto earth on the
Dr. L. C. Tilden farm eight miles south of
Oberlin, the first buildings struck were at the
Frank Urban farm southeast of town.

There, Norma Nicholson waskilled and her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Nicholson, were in-
jured. Their son, Clarence, wasinthebasement
and wasnot injured.

Fromthereit traveled north to the Fred Bliss
property, whereMr. and Mrs. JamesBenedaJr.,
and daughter, Alene, 14, and Duane Harold
wereliving.

Alenewaskilledandtheothersinjured. How-
ever, Mrs. Beneda and Mr. Harold died later

from theirinjuries.

Nextinthepath of thestormwasthe Jay Pad-
dock farm a half mile north, occupied by the
Dale Paddock family. He and hiswife, their
son, Elvin, 4, and Mrs. Paddock’ sbrother and
sister, Gail and Leon Railsback, were killed.
The three Railsbacks were siblings of Olive
(Railsback) Hafner of Herndon.

From there, thetornado swerved to thewest
and traveled some 400 yards up the Sappa
Creek. Thefarmstead of Mr. and Mrs. Charley
Kirkendall was on the edge of the storm and
only windowsin the house and part of theroof
weretorn off.

It then headed toward the Lohoefener and
Leinwetter farmsteads. Farther north on the
Harold Andrews place, an unoccupied house
wasdemolished beforethekiller headedfor the
Robert Castlehome, amilenorth.

Herethehousewasturned around and moved
about 100feet of f thefoundation. Windowsand
doors were blown out, but all of the family,
which included Shirley (Castle) Ward of
Oberlin, escapedinjury.

Continuingitsdevastatingdrive, thetornado
hurled itself against the home and farm build-
ing of Fred Euhus, where by an unexplained
miracle, seven peoplewere scattered about the
yardwith partsof thehousewithout lossof life.
However, Mr. Euhus, and a hired boy, Lloyd
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Irel Lohoefener

Leavitt, wereserioudly injured.

Two miles farther north, but still in straight
north-south path, a heavy toll wastaken at the
James Beneda Sr. farm., where the house, al
buildings and many pieces of farm machinery

henlght

were demolished. The Benedas were injured
andtheir son, Frank, 22, washospitalized with
abroken back.

Thetwister apparently liftedfor several miles
and then, with less fury, cameto earth east of
Cedar Bluffsto damage buildings on the Dem
Moorefarm.

“After we survived that tornado,” Mrs.
L ohoefener said. “whenever astorm came up,
weawaysheadedfor thebasement. It had only
dirt, sinceit hasnot been finished sowe’ dtake
turnsholding Jerry until the storm passed.

“1 shall never forget going tothe L einwetter
farm after thestorm. | had beentheretheprevi-
ous day and had goneto the cellar to get eggs
from Mrs. Leinwetter. After the storm, every-
thinginthecellar wasstill in perfect order.

“When | think back, | haveto very thankful
our family was spared — even our car, which
was needed so badly that stormy night to get
help and take the dead to Oberlin. There was
only one ambulance, so my husband and Mr.
Schmoker took someinawagon, pulled by our

Total property damage was estimated at

$100,000 by R. F. Landau, who inspected all
farmsaffected, but it was thought to be amini-
mum figure.

The greatest |oss, however, wasto the many
familieswho lost loved ones.

WARD DRUG STORE

Kurt Vollertsen
142 S. Penn ¢ Oberlin, Kan.
785-475-2285

7 Village Candles
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The Teller Room

A Unique Restaurant at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

Iz Tues., April 29,6 -8 p.m.
wu |\ ARK
Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m.
Dinner: Thurs.-Sat. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

189 S. Penn Ave,, Oberlin, Kan.

Palm Sunday Brunch Buffet
Sun., April 13,11 a.m. -2 p.m.

Mexican Buffet

Toll Free Reservations:
1-888-639-0003

® Premium quality

* Soap & Water clean-up
¢ Easy-to-clean finish

® Weather resistant

Yolspar =77

$159Gll

Premium Exterior Latex

149 S. Penn Ave. — Oberlin, Kan. — 785-475-2331

WALL & TRIM
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LTI,

Flat House Paint™

HARDWARE

Joeand Regina Stanley, owners




