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Wreck
alter
clocks, cars

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Tothisday Gerold K olsky canrememberthe |

|oadsof fresh peasandthat each of theol der stu-
dentsin Jennings had new alarm clocks.

It seemed likeatypical Monday, he said, but
on the way home from school the busestook a
different route, to drive past the train wreck
which had happened at 8:36 p.m. the night be-
fore, Sunday, Sept., 1930.

Thetrains had been carrying baskets of peas
that werestacked next tothehighway by thetime
thekidssaw thewreck. Mr. Kol sky said each of
the older boys had already checked out the ac-
cident and had an alarm clock from one of the
freight cars. Thetrainswerealso carrying Ford,
Buick and Dodge car bodies. The Fords were
badly smashed but the others seemed to come
to rest on top of the accident and didn’t get
crushed, accordingto an articleinthe Jennings
Gazette.

Thetwo freight trainsNo. 92 and 97 crashed
head on just three miles east of Jenningson the
Rock IslandlinealongU.S. 83. Mr.Kolsky said
it was amazing because neither of the engines

PEOPLE FROM THE JENNINGSAREA linedupaongU.S. 83to seethetrain wreck in September 1930.

left thetracks.

Rumors of the time say that the two trains
crashed becausewest bound No. 92 had passed
atrain in Clayton which the crew thought was
No. 97.

The crew traveling east on No. 97 saw the
oncomingtrainfirstand settheair brakes. There
wasno stoppingthoughandtheengineshit“with
such aforcethat the enginestel escoped and 18
carswasbadly smashedor derailed,” theGazette
said.

Both of the engineers were scalded to death
but most of theother crewmenwereabletojump
off the trains and survive. Engineers, said Mr.
Kolsky aren’t allowed to leave the engine until
itisfully stopped. Theengineersstayed at their
posts.

Mr. Kolsky said therewere several thousand
people parked along theroadside of U.S. 83to
watch the cleanup. The railroad company
wasted notime, they went towork right away to
build another track around thewreck.

Thetwo engineswerelocked together onthe
track so the company left them there and just
wentalongside. Therewerelotsof trainsinthose
days, he said, and the track had to be repaired
quickly to keep people and freight moving.

Mr. Kolsky’ sfather wasinterestedinthebig
craneswhichwereoperated off thetracks, sothe
family went towatch thetrack rebuilding.

Mr. Kolsky said the Rock Island when
throughNorton, Jennings, Colby and Goodland,
but henever got torideit asachild.

Now at 79 hesaid hewill never forget theday

the buseslined up outside the Jennings School
totakethekidspast thetrainwreck.

Thiswasn't thefirst accident along the Rock
Island. There was one on Sept. 22, 1910, in
which 15 peoplewerekilled near Clayton. The
railroad followed along the Prairie Dog Creek
and in 1910 the engine and four carswent into
that creek.

On June 2, 1941, the engine and two cars of
passengerswentintothecreek onemilewest oaf
Jenningsand killed the engineer.

In 1980 the Rock Island linewasterminated.
The Burlington Northern Railroad maintained
the tracks from April 1980 until the line was
bought by the Mid-States Port Authority and
leased out on Feb. 12, 1982.
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Home Decorator®
Latex Flat Wall Paint

* Better Quality

* Durable Washable

* For Use in Living Rooms, Dining Rooms,
Bedrooms

» Good Hiding

$13292

Home Planning Center

180 South Penn, Oberlin — 785-475-2325
We are glad to be part of Oberlin’s history.

Flat Wall Paint

* Best Quality

* One-Coat Hiding

* Durable-Washable

* Fade, Spot, and
Stain-Resistant

Exceptional Quality
Bright Life® Latex
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