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Farmleaseought togay;
lakeshould bepreserved

Farmer Jim Abbey was down at the City
Council, protesting that he was being picked
on by people who want to do away with his
lease on much of the farm ground at Sappa

Park.

Y oucan'tblamehim, really. Heand hiswife
have been farming the land for at least 15
years, and before the lake, her family lived

there.

But thecity hasgot tothink about morethan
onefamily here, especially whenyou consider
that thefarm|easehasbeennonetoolucrative
for all concernedin recent years.

Shouldthecity and agroup of peopleinter-
estedindevel oping usesfor thepark bestudy-

ing alternatives?

Sure. Thisisapublic park we're talking
about, after all. It was built as a state fishing
lake by the Works Progress Administration
during the Depression, so it’ssomewhat his-

toricaswell.

It bel ongstothepeopleof Oberlin, nottothe
lessee or anyoneelse. The stategaveitto us.

What should the goal be?

To improve recreational use of the park.
That could include hiking and naturetrails, a
recreational vehiclepark, other usescompat-
iblewithfarming, asMr. Abbey suggests.

But the goal should remain,

for thecity and park supportersfor nearly two
decades, torestorethelakefor fishing, swim-

ming and recreation. That’s

We won't go back through the sad tale of
how thestateabandonedthelakewhenitsilted
in, or how thecity abandoned thewater rights
needed torefill it.

Butjustlook over at Atwood, and how much

good — and business— that town getsfrom
itsrestored lake. That’ sgot to bethegoal .
And, yes, alakewould takethe heart of the

farmground out of production, but thegreater

though.

goodwouldbeserved. That’ salongwaysoff,

Meantime, there’ sal ot of devel opment that
could take place that would be compatible
withthefarmlease. Trails, an RV park, more
picnic and play area could all be accommo-

dated. The areawith restrooms along the en-

production.

try road would makeagood RV park. Theis-
land could be opened up for park use, and
fenced off, without really hampering farm

But whatever happens, the dam should be

preserved. There snoway thecity should al-
low it to be cut or compromised. Without the

dam, the lake would be all but dead, and the

tenant?

asit has been

the big thing

Oberlinlacksinthe park department.

City Cour

It was one of the shorter editori-
alsof theyear, tucked downunder a
piece lauding the City Council for
buying land and a well south of
town.

Wetook after thecouncil for dou-
bling the city’s year-end bonuses.
The piece seems to have created
something of astir, at least if you
judge by the anonymous hate mail
generated.

And—we renottaking creditfor
this—last week, thecouncil slashed
employees raisesfromaplanned 3
percent to just 1 percent.

Thewriter, acity employee, was
steamed. We' renot goingtorunthe
letter — we don’t run anonymous
letters — but the sentiment isinter-
esting.

“Well, Mr. Haynes, you finally
succeeded in writing a column in
your paper that the City Council
heeded,” he/shewrote.

Heck, wedidn'ttell thecouncil to
cut raises. Never mentionedthat, in
fact. But the council did cut back to
1 percent, giving afew employees
more (asusual) asamerit raise.

We said we would have given
employees(not council members) a
bonus. We said the council
shouldn’t have doubled the bonus
when it has raised the property tax
by more than 18 percent. And for
sure, the council did not show wis-
domintakingthelarger bonusitself.

While city employees may be
upset about the cutback, compared
tomany in Oberlinand acrossK an-
sas, they’ relucky. They got araise,
and they havejobs.

A lot of people have not done so
well through the recession and
drought. Government workers are
about the last to feel it, but it's

mayor said asmuch the other day.
M eantime, shouldthecity evictitslong-time

No. No purposewould be served. Let him
farm, at least until it’ stimeto build alake.

But remember who ownsthepark, andwhy.
Thefarmleaseisjust that, alease. There' sno
long-termright to farmimplied or promised.

—SeveHaynes

cil hasitsown mind

AlongtheSappa

shayn%@nwkansas.com)

By SteveHaynes

workeditsway uptothem.

[nour company, noonegot araise
in2001. Thisyear, wehad some, but
not nearly ashigasinanormal year.

Times are tough. People don't
have much money to spare. Many
private firms have frozen hiring or
wages, and more than afew have
had layoffs. It snot just here.

The state isin abudget squeeze,
citiesand countiesarebeing cut, and
schools likely are next, no matter
what the new governor promised.
Taxpayersdon’t haveany money.

Thereisalimittowhat peoplecan
pay. If you have no job, you can’t
pay income taxes, and it's darned
tough to pay property taxes.

Thisdoesn’t seemto occur to our
anonymous city employee.

“A 1percentraiseisaninsult,” he/
shewrote. “A 1 percent raise says
that youdidn’t want to give usany-

thing, but you thought this would
satisfy us.”

Thewriter goesonto say that he/
she would quit, but, well, jobs are
hardtofind. Join thereal world.

Government is used to raising
taxeswhen it wants something, but
thereisalimit. That may have been
reachedinOberlinthisyear. Andthe
problemisnot goingtogoaway; the
state’ s budget crunch seems likely
tolast two-threemoreyears.

| wish | could take credit for the
council’ sdecision, but | think alot
of taxpayershavetoldthemembers
what they think. Not just us.

It sgoingto betough out herethe
next coupleof years, sodon’t expect
theproblemtojust go away.

Andif youwant your letterinthe
paper, you haveto comeinansign
it.1don’tthink you’ dbefired by the
city for complaining.

(
.

FromtheBible

J

And there were in the same
country shepherdsabidinginthe
field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And, lo, theangel
of theLord cameuponthem, and
theglory of theLord shoneround
about them: and they were sore

afraid. And the angel said unto
them, Fear not: for, behold, |
bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall beto all people.
For untoyouisbornthisday inthe
city of David aSaviour, whichis
ChristtheLord. Luke2:8-11
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Thegovernment makesrunninga
business soooo much fun.

Why just thisfall | had arousing
gameof “YOU-OWE.” withtheln-
fernal Revenue Service. The only
amazingthingaboutitwas—I won!
Of course, | wasright all along.

It all started out with anoticein
early September that we had not
paid state unemployment taxesin
Coloradoin 2000.

They wereright. Wehadn't.

Steve and | sold our papersin
southern Colorado in the spring of
1993. We purchased The Oberlin
Herald, The Saint Francis Herald
and Bird City Times on Sept. 1,
1993.

That year, 1993, wasthelast year
we paid unemployment taxestothe
state of Colorado. From 1993 to
2002, I've faithfully paid all em-
ployment taxesweowedinthestate
of Kansas.

Theletter said that wehadtosend
written proof tothefederal govern-
ment if they had been somemistake.

| called thenumber given and af -
ter several days of getting the run
around on voice mail and being
hungupon, | wastoldtowritealet-
ter and send it of f to Ogden, Utah.

Thiswas not exactly right, asit
turned out. | did write aletter and
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enclosed copiesof forms| had sent
both the state and federal govern-
ment.

Time passed.

In early November, we received
another letter.

Wehadnot pai d our taxesto Colo-
rado and we owed the federal gov-
ernment a penalty because of it. |
don’tknow how not payingthestate
makes us owe the feds, but that’s
what they said.

| called again. Thistime | got
someoneelse. Thisperson said that
| had to call the state of Kansasand
get aform 940-C. With thisand a
letter, | could get of f the hook.

| called Kansas. The man said
sure, we were all paid up and he
would sendit right out.

Two weekslater | wasstill wait-
ingforthe940-C. (No, youcan'tget
thisoneoff the Internet.)

Atthispoint | gotanother letter for
Uncle Sam. He was not happy or
nice. He had been at his calculator.
For failureto pay taxespluspenalty
andinterest, weowned $21,181.85
andwe' d better pay nowif weknew
what wasgood for us.

| called Kansasagain and all but
went into hysterics.

Theman | talked to thistime had
the form 940-C on my FAX ma-
chine in under 30 minutes, bless
him.

| had it plus aletter in the 4:30
mail.

We got aletter from the Internal
Revenue Servicethe other day.

Dang, youdon’t oweusanything
thistime. Never did. All justacom:-
puter mistake.

Butwe'll getyou, my pretty. Y ou
andyour littlecat, too.

| just can’t wait.

Now she' sback onthefarm

Christmas dinner at our house
turned out to be quite aproduction.

Jim’s dad, brother and sister-in-
law, an out-of-town cousin and a
special friend of oursjoined us, so
thetablewasfull.

Since we were about “turkeyed
out,” Jim picked up anice ham for
our dinner. Now, maybe you know
how tomakehamgravy, but | opted
to serve scalloped potatoes so we
wouldn’t needany gravy andamost
had adisaster.

Guestswerearrivingand| hadthe
ovenstackedfull. Bothshelveswere
loaded. | wasgiving everything the
once-over whenit dawned onme; |
hadn’t added milk to the potatoes.
Egads! Quick, pull it out of theoven;
lift the foil; pour in the milk; re-
cover; and pray everything gets
done. Let’ sjust say they weren'tthe
best scall oped potatoes| ever made,
but they were passable.

Time management isthe area of
my lifethat really needswork. Jim
complainsthat | am always late.
He' soneof thosepeoplewhothinks
that if they’ renot 15 minutesearly,
they’relate. My theory isif I'm on
time, I’'mearly.

Beforethe25th, Jimkept leaving

S Out Back
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broad hintsabout oneof my Christ-
mas presents. He would say things
like,“Betyou’ Il beontimeafter you
openmy present.”

Towhich | would ask, “Did you
get meawristwatch?’

Then he would chuckle and an-
swer, “You could wear it on your
wrist if youwant to.” Followed by
morelaughter.

| finally “got it” when | opened
my present. He had purchased, for
me, a full-sized hourglass. You
know, “Like sands through the
hourglass, so are the days of our
lives.” Hethinksit' sariot. I’m not
sosure.

My side of thefamily had alittle
get-together planned for Saturday
after Christmas. It wasdecided that
we would all gather at Kevin and

Debbie’s home a few miles from
Topeka, probably because it’s the
only housebigenoughtoholdusall.
Everyonewasthereexcept for Don
and Kathryn.

Sincethiswould bemy first visit
withmy family sincemy “bignight”
inWashington, | had determinedto
play it to the hilt. My plan was to
enter the house holding the picture
of me and The First Couplelike
bouquet of flowers, givingeveryone
my “homecoming queen wave.”

My brothers were way ahead of
me, though. As soon as we walked
inthedoor, they eachthrust pensand
paper toward me, begging for my
autograph. It was a set-up. We all
had agood laugh fromit anyway.

“Oh, Lord. It’s hard to be
humble....”

Not all would get bigfederal raise
| etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| always get concerned when |
read material that isuntrue or mis-
leading. Thecaseinpoint hereisthe
editor’ s opinion on federal pay
raisesintheDec. 4issueof TheHer-
ald.

| am afederal employeewiththe
Bureau of Land Management , a
subscriberto TheHerald, and| love
the Oberlin area. Counter to what
wassaid, most federal workerswere
not eligiblefor an 18.6 percent pay
raisein 2003. The 18.6 percent pay
raisewasalocality pay raisefor fed-
eral employees working in the
Houston-Galveston, Texas, area.
All other federal empl oyees, except
thoseinthe San Francisco, Califor-
niaarea, whoweregoingtoreceive
a19.04 percent locality pay raise,
weregoingtoreceivelessthan18.6
percent.

What President Bush didinreal-
ity was"freeze” thelocality pay rate
adjustmentsfor 2003, keepingthem
at the same percent increases they
werein 2002. So, what this means
isthat | will receive a 3.1 percent
base pay raise for 2003 (which all
federal employeeswill receive), and
because | work in the Denver area,
my Denver arealocality pay rate
adiustment will remainthesameas

itwasin2002, whichwas13.34 per-
cent.

| feel President Bush, in these
tight economic times, did the right
thing in not raising our locality pay
rateadjustmentsany higher. Butthe
opinion of the editor muddled this
issue and made it sound like every
federal employeein2003wasgoing
to get afat 18.6 percent pay raise
greater than their 2002 salary. Un-
true.

| also take exception to the state-
ment “ There just is no shortage of
federal employees.” This depends
onthefederal agency oneistalking
about. TheBureau of LandManage-
ment, for example, manages 262
million acres of public land in the
U.S., more than any other federal
agency, most of it in the West, and
wehaveatotal of about 10,000 em-
ployees. If onewastopencil that out,
it comesout to about oneemployee
for every 26,200 acresof land.

The bureau administers public
land livestock grazing, recreation
users, manages wildlife habitat,
practices some forms of law en-

forcement, control of noxious
weeds, and many other things.
While 10,000 employeesmight ap-
pear to bealot, for that much acre-
ageitisnot. Wearehavinggreat dif-
ficulty keepingyour publiclandsin
good shapefor you, partly because
of congressional budgets limiting
our employee base.

Lastly, theeditor madethe state-
ment, “it’ sjust not fair to expect tax-
payerstoanteupthat kind of money,
not when they are hurting ashad as
they arethisyear.” | pay taxestoo.
For some reason, some peoplefor-
get that federal employees aren’t
exempt from paying taxes.

Thank you for letting me try to
clarify thisimportant issue.

MikeKarl
Henderson, Colo.
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