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Gettingrid of policecar
could causeproblems

TheCity Council seemshell-bent ongetting
rid of oneof thetown’ sold policecars, though
thedecisionisliableto cause more problems
than it will savethecity money.

Theoldest of thedepartment’ sfour carshas
65,000 milesonit, but usesoil and may not be
in great shape. The city’s manager’sride, a
former policecar, has 95,000 milesonit.

Advertisingthetwo asused policecars, the
city won't get much. The police department,
asusual, will beleftto pick upthepieces. And
the city won'’t save much. The manager will
still haveacar, theofficerswill driveasmuch
asever, andif thecity findsapart-timecopto
fill out theschedul e, heor shewon'’t haveany-

thingtodrive.

A coupleof council membersseemstohave
an agendato cut and slash the police depart-
ment. They succeeded this year in eliminat-
ing onejob, at least for the time, when an of -
ficer quit. They have put off buying new po-
lice cars for several years, even though the
department had proved it waslessexpensive
to buy new carsthan fix old ones.

Havingonly threecarswill causeproblems:
officersareon call day and night, and they’l
have to respond in their own vehiclesin an
emergency. Who' sgoingtopay themfor that,
or insurethemfor using their own cars?

If apart-timeofficer comeson, he' Il bedriv-
ing acar assigned to one of theregular offic-
ers. Most policeagenciesdon’ tliketodothat,

that around.

becauseit reducesindividual officers' respon-
sibility for thecars.

Maintenanceisliableto suffer and thecars
won't last aslong.

Sofar, thecity hasavoided any bigbillsfor
the cars, even though they haven't been re-
placed on schedule. Onenew motor couldturn

A lot of peoplehad anemoational reactionto
buying new police cars all the time, even
though it saved the city money. The political
reality is, thecouncil isn’t going to buy many
policecars, notwhenit’ sunder firefor higher ~ We bought a cata-habitat — or
taxesand inconstant spending.

With only three officers and no part-time

backup, overtime is up and the officers are

forit.

stretchedthin. Thechief hastojoinintheover-
time, but unlike hismen, he doesn’t get paid

Moralehasgot to be suffering.

There’ snot much crimein Oberlin. Maybe
that’s because it’s just a nice little town.
Maybe it’ s because we have more cops than
somepeoplethink weneed. A few yearsdown
theroad, wemay learntheanswer, but for now,
we' regambling that it’ sanicelittletown.

Maybefew nicelittlefelonswill dropin off
the highway at night.

And three beat up police cars, manned by
tired and overworked cops, will be able to
catchthebad guys.

Here shoping it works

—SeveHaynes

LittlePooh sent tomar ket

Pooh, thelittleblack Angusbull-
calf, jumpedthefenceonetoomany
times.

Jimhadwarned himto stay out of
thefeedrack with the hay and cane.
But, no. Pooh wouldn't listen, and
in he jJumped. So now, he’son his
waly to market and our reignascattle
baronsis over. With only one calf
left onthe place, we' rejust “ cattle-
baron-wannabes’.

Still, it was sad to watch Pooh
head to the sale barn in the back of
Jim’s pickup this morning. It was
even harder to listen to the mourn-
ful cry of hispenpal, Bucky, asthey
were separated for the first time.
Bucky istheonly other bovinePooh
hasknown. They havebeentogether
since each of them was only afew
daysold. Now, itwill bejust Bucky
tolook after aswefatten him up.

But, like the lambs, the calves
served their purpose: to give our
granddaughters some responsibili-
tiesduring their stay this past sum-
mer. Likeall kids, itwasfunatfirst.
Then after the fun wore off, it be-
cameachore. Butalittlework never
hurt akid, and it wasagood way to
teach them that animals depend on
usfor their survival and we depend
onthem for our food.

Their mothersdidn’ twant ustolet
thegirlsknow that Pooh and Bucky
would, someday, be pot roasts and
hamburger patties. They shouldn’t
have worried. The girls were way
ahead of us. Oneday inthecar, they
asked, pointblank, “Are you going
to eat Bucky, Grandma?’

They knew. Kids aren't stupid.
Parentsshould givethem lotsmore
creditthanthey do. Why isit, aswe
get older, weforget just how smart
wewerewhenweweretheir age?

—ob—

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

Out-Back@webtv.net
J

Our oldest daughter thinks 1’m
warpedbecausel liketowatchthose
medical shows on television.
Maybe it is demented, but when |
watch babiesbeing born, | pant and
pushright along with their moms. |
even laugh and cry with them.

Facelifts and real surgeries are

another thing. A nursel could never
be. | havetoclosemy eyeswhenthe
actual cutsare made, but I’ m fasci-
nated with the end results. Could |
ever haveit donemyself?'Y ou bet!
| have“Kelley eyes’. Andwhenmy
eydlidsfinally reach my eyelashes,
I’mcallin’ thedoctor!

Photo Policy

TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sureto alow acouple
of days' noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spacein the paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beabletogettoevery event, but
wewill try.

Because space is so limited, we
cannot run team or group photos,
any picturesof peoplelinedupor of
people passing checks, certificates
andthelike. (Wewill dwaystry to
makeroom for astory about any of
these events, however.)

Wedo run wedding and engage-
ment picturesand“mug” shotswith
storiesand obituaries, whenthey are

provided to us. Please remember
that we need aclear, sharp picture.
Dark or fuzzy printswill not work.

Laser proofs of photos which
haveruninTheHeradareavailable
for 50 cents each, first come, first
served. Special-order laser printsof
photos will be available at $3 each
for about two weeks after publica-
tion.

We can take passport photos if
youprovidearall of color film. ASA
200, 12 exposure works fine. The
chargeis$8.50 per person.

(From theBibI(;
\_ J

My flesh and my heart
faileth: but Godisthestrength
of my heart, and my portion
forever. Ps. 73:26
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Purchasefor catsteachesleson

whatever they call those carpet-cov-
ered perchthings.

It sgotanicelittlesnugly caveon
thebottomfor curlingupin, arope-
covered polefor sharpening claws
and acarpet-covered perch for sur-
veying their domain.

Theway they lovetheoldwicker
basket with a piece of decaying
foam rubber that | bought them | ast
month, | thought they’ d beecstatic.

Lesson No. 1 — Cats don’t get
ecstatic.

They likeit. Occasionally, one
will sit onthe perch. | even spotted
onein the cubby. No one hastried
the scratching post. Why scratch
dull old rope when the couch is so
handy?

While the cats haven't been just
jumping for joy over the cabitat,
MissMolly wasinafrenzy theother
night.

It seems Stevewasin our hot tub
whenthecat fell in.

Lesson No. 2 — Cats can swim,
but they don’t liketo.

Stevesaid shehadbeenexploring
the edges while he was relaxing
when all of a sudden he heard a
sploosh. Heknew exactly what had
happened and tried to hel p her out.

Shewasn’tinany mood for help,

L awyerstak

Theworldwelivein ... ispopu-
lated by lawyers.

Take, for example, Sunshine
Biscuit’s Cheez-It cracker.

This venerable brand has been
around forever — the company
claimsit has been making thelittle
cheddar squaressince 1921, nearly
82 years. And they’re still a pretty
good snack.

A couple of years ago, the com-
pany wanted to jazz up the line.
They started making all kinds of
specialty Cheez-Its, whitecheddar,
garlic, party mix, you nameit.

Andthey hired someoneto rede-
signthebox. Somesmartkidinmar-
keting, or at theadvertisingagency,
came up with the idea of a campy
little"“ engineering diagram” for the
crackers.

Itlabel stheperforationsalongthe
edge as the “no-dlip grip.” “Helps
you grab more Cheez-1tsin every
handful.”

Theholeinthemiddleisthe“air
intake, improvesaerodynamicsdur-
ing periods of rapid Cheez-1t con-
sumption.”

Andthebumpy, lumpy surfaceis
covered under “ surface dynamics:
bumpy, crispy, crunchy, utterly sat-
isfying.”

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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and he hasthe scratchesto proveit.

When she got in the house and |
gotover havinghysterics—itrealy
was funny — | got out atowel and
helped her dry off.

She wasn’t very grateful for my
help, either. Later that night, how-
ever, she crawled first into my lap
andthen Steve's. She' dforgivenus
for whatever rolewe had playedin
her disgrace.

Weboth noticedthat shewasstill
alittledampbehind her neck, where
it'sreal hardtolick yourself dry.

Wedidn'tmentionittoher, how-
ever. She' sthetouchy one.

Y esterday morning, | got out the
snow shovel and scrapedthecat barf
and half abat off the back porch.

LessonNo.3—Batsdonotdigest
well.

| wasnot too happy tofindthepile
of partially digested cat food onmy

back porch on Saturday. And there
seemed to be something dark under
thepile.

| didn’t have enough scientific
curiosity to investigate. Where i<
daughter Lindsay, when we neeg
her? (She' s the one who found the
desiccated bat on our roof and took
ithometoshow her scienceclasses.)

Later | noticed adead bat in our
yard. Actualy, itwasadead bat with
alargebitetakenout of it. That bite
exactly matched the dark mess un-
der the cat food on my porch.

I’m not going to complain about
thefeathersanymore. Finding deac
birdsis,inmy mind, muchtobepre-
ferred to finding half-eaten bats.

The joys of cats never end, and
every week we learn anew lesson
fromthem.

This week’s lesson — watch
whereyou step.

(
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efunout of crackers
AlongtheSappa

By SteveHaynes
shaynes@nwkansas.com
J
Cute, huh? Duh.
It was, too, until somebody Heck, it makes more sense for
showedittolegal. McDonalds to print awarning on

Nothing gets done in the corpo-
rateworld unlessyou show ittole-
gal.

And legal was, apparently, not
amused.

Someone might read the cutsie
description of the cracker and take
it serioudly.

Themind conjuresup avision of
Dave Letterman’s Dumb Guy:
“Hey, Bill, look at this, wouldja,
saysthese crackerscanfly.”

Then came the disclaimers: Un-
der the heading, “Anatomy of a
Cheez-1t,”

(but don’t believeit!)

And down below, intiny type,

“These qualities make Cheez-It
fun, but do not suggest any serious
product performanceclaims.”

their coffeecups: “ Contentsmay be
hot.”

McDonalds is kind of stubborn
that way. They didn’t want to turn
downthe heat ontheir coffee, even
after they were sued, so they addec
awarning tothe cups.

Personally, | think their coffeeis
way too hot to drink. But | can tell
that without alabel.

Oh, back to the Cheez-It box.
Somebody at legal made them put
another lineonintiny type, by apic-
ture of a cracker in the “anatomy”
section.

“Not actual size,” it says.

Nottrue. Thecrackersonthefront
of thebox aresmaller thanreal ones.
Theoneinthediagramisactual size.

Butdon't believeit!

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Calvin Anderson, Menoken,
N.D.; Betty Snipes, Freeport, Il1.;
Bill Ater Sr., Burleson, Texas;
GMCDennisKing, FPOAE; Lloyd
L. Moody, St. Joseph, Mo.; Aileen
McClung, DesMoines, Wash.; Judy
Windisch, Gilbert, Ariz.; JonPeters,
Gresham, Ore.; Tom L oftus, Cedar
Falls, Ind.; Michael Miller, Mag-
dalena, N.M.; Joanne Grubb, Con-
roe, Texas; Susan Screen, San
Carlos, Calif.; Teffani Zadeh, Chi-
cago, lIl.; Dr. Warren Kump, Min-
neapolis, Minn.; Col. Floyd Badsky,
Norman, Okla.; Myron Johnson,
Apache Junction, Ariz.; Jean
Smalley, Wagoner, Okla.; Tom
Railsback, Great Falls, Mont.;

California: RitaPhilbrook, Cov-
ington; EvaNaatus, Oakdale; Kath-
erian Fiala, Monterey Park; Char-
lene Hughes, Long Beach; Peggy
Carlton, Bakersfield; Cindy Conn-
olly, Pacifica; Susan Screen, San
Carlos;

Colorado: William C. Deines,
Burlington; Joeand Rosa Spresser,
Highlands Ranch; John Fellin,

Littleton; Ward Olson, Colorado
Springs; Stanley N. Deines, Denver;
Donald D. Ater, Lamar;
Nebraska: Don Macfee, Leba-
non; Richard Colling, Wilma Co-
hen, Gerald Sines, M cCook; Kristen
Bremer, Seward; Galen Lafferty,
Danbury; George Sayer, Cozad,;
Kansas: Joe McNeil Sr., Dean
Kruse, Almena; Kenneth Krizek,
HelenDerby, Gayleand RuthBain-
ter, KeithMuirhead, Wilbur Reich-
ert, Dresden; Jean Bouts, Selden;
Steve Schissler, Jerry Wolfram,

John Gilgenbach, Herndon; Don
Lawson, Norcatur City Office,
A.W. Lyon, Norcatur; Theron anc
Jill Krizek, Olathe; NormaJ. Lewis,
Hoxie Implement, Hoxie; Karlzs
Sullivan, Mrs. Claude Herren,
Catherine Sapp, Colby; Jeff Troyer,
Ellinwood; Gly Shaw, Marilyn I.
Fisher, Topeka; LonaBall, Oakley;
Weldon Brooks, Mildred Schwab,
Verl Crabill, Carl Neff, Norton;
Matt and Lyn Cheney, Rexford,;
Brent Simonsson, Manhattan; Larry
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Write

Screen, Abilene

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mall lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto dolikewise.

Wedo not publishform | ettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individual s or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.



