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Seatsopen
asdeadline
drawsnear

Thereislessthanaweek | efttofile
for several positionsopenincity and
school boardsin the county.

Inthelast week, four peoplehave
filed for the upcoming election by
paying the $5 fee: Kurt VVollertsen
for District No. 1 on the Oberlin
School District, Eric Green for
JenningsCity Council, Aden Schil-
lig for Jennings School Board and
Sara Carter for both the Jennings
City Council and Jennings School
Board.

Theweek before, JeannieMartin
filed for the at large position and
DanWassonfor District No.2onthe
Oberlin School Board. That leaves
one spot on the board, now held by
Barb Olson, with no candidate.

Candidates have until noon on
Tuesday to file, said County Clerk
Marilyn Horn, who is also the
county election officer. Monday is
aholiday, she said. The courthouse
isn’tclosed, but peoplecan’tfileon
that day.

Positions which have not been
filed for in the upcoming election:

* Mayor Gary Walter and Coun-
cilmen Jerry Fidele and Ray Ward

in Oberlin. Each isfor afour year
term. Themayor and Mr. Fideleare
finishingfull terms, whileMr. Ward
wasappointedtoavacancy lastyear.

Mayor Walter said hehasdecided
nottorunagain. Mr. Fideleand Mr.
Wardboth saidthey wereundecided
asof Monday.

* Mrs. Olson for the District No.
3 position on the Oberlin School
Board. It isafour-year term. Mrs.
Olson said sheisstill undecided.

* Board Members Sarah Coiner,
Sheila Rhodes, Lawrence Carter
and SaraCarter for at-largeseatson
the Jennings School Board. One of
the positionswill befor atwo-year
term; sofar therearetwo candidates
for thefour seats.

« City Council Member Martin
LaRueinJennings. Thecouncil also
has one open position tofill.

e Mayor Russell Rhodes and
Council members Ron Jacobs and
Jeannie Spresser in Dresden. Each
isafour-year term.

« City Council MembersRodney
Leichliter and Mike Helm in Nor-
catur. Thereisal soavacant position.
All three arefour-year spots.

Blowingupa

sormfo

-

'
~I o
-
‘I

..“ l

N - -
i e R H
v T el ¥

PLAYINGINTHE PEPBAND, Destry Jacksonblew on For another picture of the pep band, see Page 5A
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her hornduringanintermissionat an Oberlinwrestling meet.

— Photos by Cynthia Haynes

SCHOOLS AT THE CROSSROADS

Hea ndonwill choose

Oberlinboarddow
to promiseanything

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Oberlinboard memberstoldthe
Herndon School Board at ajoint
meeting last Monday night that
they are willing to help the small
neighboring district, but they
didn’t make any promises.

The meeting at the Herndon
School gym attracted 12 people
from both communities. The
school boardtherehasbeentaking
with three adjacent districts —
Oberlin, Atwood and Golden
Plains— about apossible merger.

Herndon Board Member Tom
Kogl started the session, referring
toalistof 12 questionstheHerndon
board has sent to all its potential
merger partners. He said the most
important question was the first
one, whether they wouldbeableto
keep the Herndon school open for
two or threeyears.

Oberlin Superintendent Kelly
Glodt said Oberlin hasalot to of -
fer Herndonstudents. Inall of this,
hesaid, themostimportantthingis
todowhat isbest for al of thekids
involved. Hopefully, before mak-
ing any decision, the Herndon stu-

dent council, parents, board, com-
munity and students will come to
Oberlin for atour of the schools.

Mr. Glodt said the Herndon
School hasgreat traditionjust like
Oberlin. It seems that at every
scholar bowl competition, itisal-
ways Herndon and Oberlin in the
end.

Enrollment isn’t going up in
Oberlin, he said, but that’struein
most areadistricts.

Mr. Kogl asked if it would be
possible to keep the school in
Herndon open for two to three
yearsafteramerger. Mr. Glodt said
financially speaking, the school
would be able to continue to do
things as they are doing now for
that time. Any school district
Herndon talksto right now will be
willing to help educate the kids,
said Mr. Glodt. It is when the
tougher times comethat the tough
decisionswill haveto be made.

Can Oberlin operatefinancially
onwhat thedistrict getsforthenext
four years? asked Mr. Kogl. Mr.
Glodt, whostartedthisfall, saidhe

(See OBERLIN on Page5A)

The Herndon School Board is
seeking a merger partner as the
district’s enrollment approachesthe
point of no return.

+ Superintendent Kim Juene-
mann said the district has about 85
students this year, but she expects
that to shrink to 65. Story on Page
5A.

+ The Herndon board may have
foundthe bestfit, philosophically at
least, when it met with the Golden

Merger review

Plains board on Wednesday. Story
to right.

+ Oberlin School Board mem-
berswarmeduptotheideaofa‘true
consolidation”with Herndon, where
students of acombined high school
eventually would choose new col-
orsandanew mascot. Story below.

* Oberlin board members, at a
jointmeeting lastweek, didn’t prom-
ise anything about keeping Hern-
don schools open. Story at left.

Studentswo

ulddecide

on mascot and colors

At its first meeting about con-
solidation with the Herndon
School District, the Oberlin
School Board met question No. 6
about changing the mascot and
colorswith silence.

By Monday night, though, the
board wasready tolook at the op-
tion.

Herndon Superintendent Kim
Juenemannsaidthat aslongasthe
schoolsremained separate and in
thesamedidtrict, therewouldn’tbe
any changes except the district

name. If thetwo schoolscombine,
she said, then it would be best to
let thekidsdecidewhat they want
todo.

Oberlin Superintendent Kelly
Glodt said he agreed with letting
thekids decide. He said hedidn’t
know if peoplein Oberlin would
have any problem with changing
themascot fromtheRed Devilsor
the colors from red, gray and
white.

Forthisreason, hesaid, hedidn’t

(SeeMASCOT on Page2A)

Herndon, Rexford
separated by gravel

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheHerndonand GoldenPlains
School boardsagreed|ast Wednes-
day that one of the biggest prob-
lemswith their two districtsisthe
35 miles between them, most of it
agravel road.

The two boards met last Wed-
nesday night inthegym at Selden
todiscussthepossibility of consoli-
dation. Itwasthelast of threemeet-
ingsfor theHerndon board, which
had already met with the boards
from Oberlin and Atwood.

Golden Plains Superintendent
Roger Baskerville opened the
meeting by asking the Herndon
board how they got tothemeeting.
Herndon Superintendent Kim
Juenemann said they droveonthe
highway through Oberlin.

Mr. Baskerville said thereisn’t
a hard-surface road between the
twohighschools, anditisa35-mile
drive. Mrs. Juenemann said Ober-
lin and Atwood are only 20 miles
away from the Herndon school.
She said there is some concern
about the distance.

Thetwo boardsjumped into the

12 questions the other boards had
worked through. The first was on
keeping the Herndon school open.
Mr. Baskervillesaid that would be
something heand Mrs. Juenemann
would have to sit down and really
look at and do some cost analysis
on.

The most important thing, he
said,istodownhatisbest for thekids.

The combined budget would be
around $2.4 million, he said, but
therewould be sometransportation
Ccosts.

Unlike other districts, all of
which have lost studentsin recent
years, Golden Plains has actually
gained 12 students since count day
andexpectstoholdsteady. Therea-
sonisadairy whichopenedacouple
of years ago near Bretton, west of
Rexford. Thedistrict now hasabout
195 students.

Mrs. Juenemannsaidthedistricts
now havetwo high schoolsand twa
grade schools.

The Golden Plains group asked,
out of the 86 students now attend-
ing Herndon, how many woulc

(See REXFORD on Page5A)

Woman, 100, found

walking thebest way

By MARY LOU OLSON

Catharine Munson, who will be
celebrating her 100th
birthday on Jan. 26, said
she walked everywhere
when shewasachild and
never learned to drive a
car until she was out of
high school.

Mrs. Munson said she
wasbornonJan. 26,1903,
at Globe, in Douglas
County, and her parents,
P.W. and Charlotte Layport, never
had acar when shewasgrowing up.
She said that the first car she ever
drovewasaModel T.

“Everyonewa kedinthosedays,”
shesaid, “ Among my fondest mem-
ories is walking to school with
neighborhoodkids. Wewalkedfour
blocks to school in the morning,
camehomefor lunch, thenmadethe
sametrek after school, sowehad our
exercisedailv without eventhinkina

Mrs. Munson

about it.”
She remembers well the years
| during and after World
War .

“The boysin our class
thought surethey wouldbe
going towar, but sincethe
Armistice was signed be-
forewegraduatedin1921,
they didn’t have to” she
said, “and though it was
termed the ‘war to end all
wars,” unfortunately we
have seen many warssincethen.”

Mrs. Munson had two brothers
and two sisters. The family later
movedto Cottonwood Falls, where
she graduated from Chase County
High School. While attending Em-
poria State Teachers College, she
met her futurehusband, M.D. Mun-
son, aveteranof WorldWarl,inthe
collegelibrary.

“Qur dating was pretty casual,”

(e MRS 0on PaneOA )

CHECKING OUT THE EQUIPMENT, Jake Robinson

(front) and JessRandel wereworkingtoget everythingready
to webcast the Oberlin Invitational .

— Herald staff photo

Studentsto webcast
wrestling tourney

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

It's just about time for “lights,
camera, action!” for 20 studentsin
the television. communications
and computer technol ogy classesat
Decatur Community High.

Saturday, the webcast project
they havebeenworkingonall year
will beseenby viewersfor thefirst
timethisyear asthey put the Ober-
linlnvitational Wrestling Tourna-
ment out on the Internet.

Thisisthe second year for the
program, said senior Jake Rob-
inson. Thestudentsbroadcast both
theinvitational and regional wres-
tling tournaments last year. The
webeventsattracted 3,000 viewers
last year and the students hope to
get just as many this time. The
webcast is “just about live,” Mr.
Robinsonsaid, thoughtheremay be
adelay onthe Internet.

Mr. Robinson said the website
at http://www.usd294.or g will
not only have video coverage of
the tournament, but brackets to
show who isin the lead and pic-
tures that will be updated fre-
quently. The students have per-
mission from KFNF Radio to use
their commentary with the video
online.

For the first time, the students
havebeen sellingads. They would
like to show the state tournament
overthelnternet and havefiledfor
approval. The money raised
throughtheadswouldhelp pay for
that venture,

Mr. Robinson, who is the lead
for the program, said he has been
working onit sincethe beginning
of the school year, although the
crunchhascomeinthelast month.

(See WEBCAST on Page9A)




With 86 students
and noprospects,
digtrict on block

TheHerndon and Oberlin school
boards met last Monday night in
Herndon, but Oberlinisjust one of
thethreedistrictsthesmaller district
may choose for consolidation.

Herndon’ sfirst meetingwaswith
the Atwood School District. Hern-
don Superintendent Kim Juene-
mann said Atwood board members
promised to keep the school in
Herndon openfor ayear.

The second meeting was with
Oberlin, where the board didn’t
makeany promises, but simply dis-
cussed the possibilities. The last
meeting waslast Wednesday night
in Selden with the Golden Plains
board. Board members agreed the
two districts had the same phil oso-
phiesbut their schoolsare 35 miles
away from each other on a gravel
road.

On Monday night, Mrs. Juene-
mann said the Herndon District has
86 studentsthisyear. Sheexpectsto
lose five to 10 kids next year and
they will then plummet to 65. That
is one of the reasons the Herndon
board has started to ook at merger
options.

Oberlin Superintendent Kelly
Glodt projects the school will lose
between 12to 15 next year, taking
enrollment down to between 461
and 464.

At the beginning of the meeting
last Monday, Mrs. Juenemann
reeled off afew of thebasicsshehas
found out about consolidation. One
of the biggest iswhen two districts
consolidate, thenew district getsto

* Obelin

(Continued from Page 1A)
thought that they could. He said he
has been impressed with the board
and the budget. Oberlin hasn’t had
tocut anythingeventhoughthey are
losing kids.

He said he could see leaving the
grade school, through sixth grade,
open as amore viable option. The
elementary school would beableto
stay open aslong asit was finan-
cialy possible, hesaid.

Mr. Kogl moved on to question
No. 2 about aligning and sharing
staff. Mr. Glodt said they have no
plan at thistime. It would be some-
thingtheinterimboardof ajointdis-
trict would haveto determine.

HesaidtheOberlindistrict could
probably absorb al of the students
without adding any teachers, but
that isbecauseit haslost so many.

If consolidation happens, said
Herndon Superintendent Kim Juen-
emann, the new board will decide
who works where and does what.
There may be some reduction in
force.

Both of the districts offer extra-
curricular activities, from academ-
icstosports. Mr. K ogl saidtheboard
is asking for ideas to combine the
activities. He asked if thetwo dis-
trictswill be able to cooperate on
sports and activities before a
merger. That seemsto be the way
most districts start to consolidate,
said Mr. Glodt. It would be agood
logical first step.

The initial concern, Mr. Kogl
said, isgirlssports. Theboysteams
haven’t had any problemgettingthe
numbers. Thereareonly 13 girlsin
high school and thereisn’t enough
interest to field a basketball team,
although there are some girls who
want to play.

OberlinBoard Member Dewayne
Jacksonsaidif thetwohigh schools
remained independent facilities,
they would play intheleaguesthey
areinnow. Mrs. Juenemann agreed
they could stay astwo high schools
in the same district and play sepa-
rately.

Oberlin Teacher Rhonda Barth
said to keep in mind that Oberlin
players don't start until after sixth
grade while in Herndon their sixth
graders are allowed to play sports
with the junior high kids. In Ober-
linthey don'’ t start playing until sev-
enth grade.

Mr. Jackson asked about music

keeptheir combined budget for four
years. It will be frozen and com-
bined by the state, but won't bere-
duced. Theonly way thebudget will
changeisif the district gains stu-
dents. Atthat timetheboard cantake
the higher budget.

Theboard of acombined district,
she said, would comprise seven
members chosen from the two
boardsand servefor ayear asanin-
terim board. Then the new district
will elect aboard to serve until the
end of their terms.

Part of theinterim board’ sduties
wouldbeto determinenew districts
and the election process.

They will also have to align the
staff from the old districts. There
will be atime during the process,
said Mrs. Juenemann, that none of
thestaff will havecontractsuntil the
board decideswhowill teachwhat.

The consolidationwould haveto
beapproved by thestate Department
of Education, shesaid.

After adecision on whether the
Herndon School District wantsto
consolidate and which district they
want to go with, the merger would
havetobevoted onby bothdistricts.
Mrs. Juenemann said both the vot-
ersintheHerndon Districtandthose
inthedistrictthey areconsolidating
with will vote on whether they will
alow consolidation.

Shesaidtheplanisfor that tohap-
penintheApril election. At 7 p.m.
next Wednesday, the board has set
atown hall meeting in Herndon to
discussthe optionswith voters

Blowingfor afall

KEEPING AN EY E onhismusic, Adam Spanier played
with the pep band during alull inthe action at an Oberlin
wrestling match earlier thismonth.

board ‘wantstohelp kids

and programsthat takeplaceduring
the school day. Mrs. Juenemann
said aslong astwo high schoolsre-
main open, the programswould re-
main separate. There may be some
savingsin sharing teachers.

Mr. Glodt said transportation is-
sues depend on whether the build-
inginHerndonstaysopen. Mr.Kogl
said hethought someof thebusdriv-
erswould be interested in continu-
ingtodrive.

Oberlin Board Member Dan
Wasson asked how far the farthest
studentisfromtheschool. Mr.Kogl
said they go into Nebraskato get
some students. The longest bus
routeis15miles.

Bothdistrictsdo doortodoor pick
upnow. Mr. Kogl saidhewouldlike
to continuethat aslong aspossible.
Mr. Glodt said heisafirm believer
that isthe best way to pick up kids.

Mr. Kogl saidthey keepthebuses
current. Theoldest in Herndonisa
1992 or 1994 backupbus. Theactiv-
ity bus was purchased three years
ago refurbished.

Mr. Glodttoldtheboardfor ques-
tion No. 7, that the Oberlin District
hasafull timetechnol ogy coordina
tor.

Mrs. Juenemann said the Hern-
don studentstakeforeignlanguage
and upper level math vialnternet.

Thetwo boards use e-rate which
isadiscount from the government
oncommunication. Theamount the
district gets depends on how many
freeand reduced lunchesinthedis-
trict. Mrs. Juenemann said she
thought theirswasalittlehigher than
Oberlin’s but wasn't sure. Oberlin
has an e-rate of 65 percent off the
normal price.

Theboardsinthetwo school sys-
temshavesimilar district represen-
tation. In Oberlin, therearesix dis-
trictswith one board member from
eachandthenoneat-largemember.
InHerndon, therearethreedistricts
with two membersfrom each.

The Herndon board asked about
salary, insurance and other mon-
etary issuesfortheir staff. Mr. Glodt
said all of that would be taken care
of in negotiations.

The Oberlin District pays for a
singleemployeeinsurance planfor
every full-time employee. Mr.
Woasson said the Oberlin Schools
have alot of single people and the
board didn’t think it wasfair to of-
fer family coverage.

Boar d wantstogoout
topolisnitssummary

The Golden Plains Board dis-
cussed calling aclosed sessiondur-
ing their joint meeting with the
Herndon School Board last Wed-
nesday night until they found out it
wasn' tallowed under thestateOpen
MeetingsLaw.

Although there are several rea-
sonsboardscan call closed session,
consolidation is not one of them.
OberlinHerald Reporter Kimberly

Brandt pointed out to the board that
it didn’t fall into one of the list of
reasonsto closethe doors.

The Golden Plainsboard wanted
tomovetothelibrary beforewrap-
ping up to make sure none of the
board members had left out any-
thing they wanted to say.

Ms. Brandt pointed out that any-
one could join the board in the li-
brary.

Mrs. Juenemann said the Hern-
donboardalowsupto$7,000togo
towardstheir staff insurance.

Before ending the meeting, the
two boards answered afew ques-
tionsfrom theaudience. Oneof the
dads in the audience asked what
Oberlinhastooffer hiskidsinterms
of education. Mr. Glodt saidthepro-
gramsinOberlinareimpressive. He
pointed outthemusicprogram. Mrs.
Olson said people from Herndon
should cometo Oberlin and seefor
themselves what the district hasto
offer.

Bring or send the students who

may attend here, shesaid. L et them
eat lunch with the kids in Oberlin,
cometotheclasses. Itisatough de-
cision to make, she said, so come
look first.

Mr. Glodt said that Oberlin hasa
lot of scholarshipsto offer gradu-
ates. He said he has only been here
since the beginning of the school
year, and hewasimpressedwiththe
scholarshipsand how early the stu-
dentsstart to work for them.

Mr. Glodt said hethinkseach par-
ent should belooking at every dis-
tricttheHerndon boardislookingat
and going to visit the schools.
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* Rexford,

Herndon

divided by gravel

(Continued from Page 1A)
come to Rexford or Selden for
school. Mrs. Juenemann said there
was noway of knowing.

Shesaid shehasmet withthestu-
dents in Herndon, and they asked
intelligent questions about their
choices. Mrs. Juenemann said she
hasn’t asked them what direction
they wouldwanttogoin.

Mr. Baskerville said they all
know what the people in Herndon
aregoingthrough. Theschoolswent
through a consolidation years ago,
adopting the name Golden Plains.
The high school isin Rexford and
thegrade school in Selden.

Oneof thebiggest concerns, said
GoldenPlainsBoard President Paul
Bruggeman, isthefinancial burden.
Mrs. Juenemann said the budget of
the combined district would befro-
zenfor four years.

Withtransportation, shesaid, the
majority of theHerndon studentsare
from the north. There are four bus
routes, nonelonger than 30 minutes.

Golden Plains Board Member
Mark Miller asked if they did con-
solidateand keeptheschool openin
Herndon, would there be any
changes in how it isrun. Mrs.
Juenemann said that would beupto
theinterim board, which would be
made up from the two boards and
runthedistrict for ayear.

Thetwo schoolscould sharestaff
and possibly offer more classes.

Cindi Grafel fromHerndon asked
if theboard woul d think about leav-
ing the doorsopen aslong asit was
financially feasible and doing so
wouldn’t hurt any of the schools.
Mr. Baskervillesaid hewould have
tolook at the situation.

Mrs. Juenemann said although
she expectsHerndon enrollment to
plummetto65inthenextfewyears,
people still want to maintain a
school presencein the community.

Mr. Bruggeman askedif thehigh
schools would want to play sports
together. Mrs. Juenemannsaid they
areinterestedfor thegirlsteamsbut
wanttogivetheboysanopportunity
to play in Herndon next year.

Mrs. Juenemann said that if the
community and board decideto go
with Golden Plains, they would
havetovoteintheApril electionfor
consolidation. With Golden Plains
having abond to pay off for some
improvements, shesaid, itwouldbe
intheresolutionwhoisresponsible
to continue paying onit.

Mr. Baskervillejokedthat hehao
takenthecolorsof theGolden Plains
team and the Herndon team anc
mixed them together and came up
with pink as the district color. He
saidwhenit camecloser to consoli-
dation time, it would be up to the
students to pick a new mascot anc
thecolorsfor the school.

The Herndon board asked about
districtsand how the Golden Plains
boardwasel ected. Mr. Bruggemann
said they have two members from
Menlo, two from Selden and two
from Rexford and then one at large
member.

The two boards briefly talked
about salaries and insurance, anc
foundthat theHerndondistrict paic
morefor insurance.

Mrs. Juenemann said this coulc
bean opportunity to better alignthe
staff sothat teacherscoul d beteach-
ingintheir certified areas.

Mr. Miller said heistrying to put
himself in the Herndon board'’ s
shoes. The miles mean alot, espe-
cially for younger kidshavingto be
on buses.

“We probably believe in your
philosophy more (than the larger
districts),” said Mrs. Juenemann,
“but geography hasalot to do with
it.”

The two boards talked briefly
about block classes and having
teachersdrive back and forth. That
would allow each of the schoolsto
have art, music and other classes
they may not havenow and sharethe
teacher. It would mean the student
wouldonly havesomeclassesevery
other day.

The biggest problems voiced
were the distance and not knowing
how many Herndon kids would go
to Golden Plainsevenif thetwodic
consolidate.

Kyle Grafel, from Herndon, saic
he has kidsin school and the deci-
sionastowherethey will goissome-
thing hisfamily will consider for
longtime. Nooneknowswherethey
will beayear from now, especially
with the economy.

If all of thestudentsdecidedtogo
toschool at GoldenPlains, said Mr.
Miller, they wouldneedanaddition.

The Golden Plains board said
they haveagood school andthat ev-
eryonewouldbenefitfromamerger,
but they didn’t know what to do
about the distance or gravel road.

If only the two districts were 15
milescloser, said Mr. Baskerville.
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What do you have to do?

““Inwkansas.com is your local area

key to the Internet. We offer reliable service, fast
modems and full access to the Internet, the World
Wide Web and E-mail all in one package.

We have technical support to help you get
connected, and plenty of lines to take your calls.
We are your local Internet Service Provider with
local people who can answer your questions. In
most cases, you can be hooked up today.

We can connect you today!

A special deal for you!

For the best deal, pay $198 for a year. That’s
only $16.50 per month. You'll get more than four
months free service compared to our regular
monthly rate of $24.95. The second best deal is to
pay $99.80 for five months.

For moreinformation about the
I nter net and how to sign up with
nwkansas.com, contact ustoday at
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