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Telethon staff gearingup for auction, action

Theannual Seedsof HopeTelethonisjust
aroundthe corner, and organizersare start-

ing to get ready.

Thisyear’ stelethon, Oberlin’ sversionof
acommunity fund drive, will befrom 1 to
10 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 1, at The Gate-

way

Santa
bucks
get spent

Chamber office

sells$12,000
to businesses, city

Inthelast month, at least $7,090
hascomeback to Oberlinbusinesses
in the form of Santa Bucks, issued
by merchantsand spendableonly at
parti cipating businesses.

AttheOberlinBusinessAlliance
meeting last Wednesday, Chamber
of Commerce Manager Glenva
Nicholssaid thereisstill $4,580 to
be used.

Normally, the Chamber sells
around $15,000 worth of Santa
Bucks, she said, but this year they
sold around $12,000.

The economy hasn't been great
and somewho have bought themin
the past didn’t buy them this year,
shesaid, whileothersspent lessthan
normal. Businessesand thecity of -
ten use the bucks for year-end bo-
NUSES.

President Laurie Wasson, owner
of Prairie Petals, said shethought it
was good that $12,000 was being
spent intown.

Thesmall group of ninemembers
cameupwithtwonewideasfor next
year’ sholiday season.

One was live mannequins like
The Dresser had. Each store could
have one. Another was bringing
back the window display competi-
tion.

Mrs. Wassonsaidwhenthey were
putting up the greenery downtown,
shenoticedthat someof itwasn’tin
very good condition.

She said she thought it wastime
to replace some of it and look at
Stanley Hardwareor Duckwall’ sto
seeif they canbuy it there.

Other decorationsthat may need
some replacing are the nativity
lightsin Centennial Park.

Shesaid therewas sometrouble
with all of thelightsbeing on all of
thetime.

Someone suggested using rope
lights, whichareenclosedinplastic
tubing, to line the figures to keep
frombulbsbeing pulled out or com-
ing loose.

The board had been expecting a
visit from City Councilman Jay
Anderson, who hasbeenworkingon
getting college studentsfrom Kan-
sas State University here this sum-
mer tomakeanaudiotapeof thehis-
torical sitesinthe county.

Mr. Anderson did not attend the
meeting because hewasill.

Theboard said they didn’t know
enough about the project to talk
about it.

Some did know that Mr. Ander-
son had triedto contact themuseum
tolet the studentswork thereto get
history. Mrs. Wasson had acopy of
the letter from the museum board,
which somemembersread after the
meeting.

In other business, board mem-
bers:

* Decided to table planning the
Fifth Wednesday celebration for
Jan. 29.

« Talked about getting welcome
banners to use when people come
into town, either generic ones or
oneswiththecity’ sname.

* Decided to wait to name quar-
terly event chairpersons until the
next meeting.

Tﬁetel ethonwill includeanauctionaired
on local access channel 7 on the Oberlin
cablesystem, with over 100 itemsfor sale.

thephone.

Eachitemwill be announced and shown at
thefirst of thehour and thenvolunteerswill
be taking bids from the audience and over

Thetelethon will feature achili cookoff
againthisyear. Anyoneinterestedingetting
out thespi cesand cooking up abatch needs
tohaveafull Crockpot at The Gateway by
5 p.m. for judging at 5:30 p.m. that Satur-
day. Thechili will then besoldfor dinner.

2296 or 475-2358.

Throughout theday, therewill beafund-
raising walk-a-thon on the track about the
arena. Anyoneinterestedinwalking canget
asign-up sheet at the Hirsch and Pratt law
officeon Main Street.

There will be local talent shown off
throughout the day. People interested in
performingshouldcall AnitaHirschat 475-

New tothetelethonthisyear will bealive

buy.

Oberlin.

itemsin the house.

return, need to get involved.

Marcial ohoefener, manager at Wheat Ridge, said
thisis the second move the group has done. The
project wassuggestedlast May, shesaid, andtheclub
agreed thisyear to do the project.

TheFFA only helpsmovepeoplewholivewithin
Decatur County, she said, adding that it is a good
marketing point for theapartments. Peopleoftenare
worried about how they are going to get moved in
and somedon’t havefamily intheareato help. The
group isonly responsible for the items the person
wants to move to the Terrace, she said, not al the

FFA Director Nathan Copeland said it is good
public serviceproject for the students. Thecommu-
nity backs the school and the students and they, in

MOVING PART OF A BED, FFA Sponsor Nathan Copeland (infront) and Logan Glaze
hel ped aNorcatur woman moveinto Wheat Ridge Terrace on Saturday.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

FFA helpsolder folksmove
tosenior goartmen

Membersof theDecatur Community High School
FFA had an early start Saturday morning, heading
over to Norcatur at 8:30 a.m. to helpawoman move
to Wheat Ridge Terrace senior apartments in

tothese place.

SINOberlin

The first move the students did was for Myrtle
Waldo, who moved from Oberlin . The one Satur-
day wasfor Merle Shirley.

Mrs. Lohoefener saidthefirst one, thekidsdidjust
for community service. Onthesecond one, theapart-
mentswill makeadonationtothegroup. Every other
onewill befor free and the other will draw adona-
tionfor thework.

Themoney theFFA isearningwill beusedtotake
annual trips, said Mr. Copeland. In past years, stu-
dentshavegoneto Denver for theNational Western
Stock Show, toKansasCity andtothe FFA National
Conference. The money will help get the students

The organization has 21 members this year, he
said. Saturday morning, Logan Glaze, Kary Miller
and Caleb Peterswere the three memberswho vol-
unteered to help.

Mr. Copeland said the group appreciates the op-
portunity to help the community and help out some
of theelderly population.

Group plansfor Ralph Moody Days

The Oberlin Convention and
VisitorsBureau, withthehelp of stu-
dents from Oberlin Elementary
School, will be celebrating Ralph
Moody DaysinMarch.

Mr. Moody has written several
historical novels, including two
about thisarea.

Hisbooks, oftencalledthe”Little
Britches’ series, tell thestory of his
life, from when he was young and
living in Colorado up until heisa
man.

The “Dry Divide” and“Horse of
aDifferent Color” tell about when
helivedinthe Cedar Bluffsarea.

Gary Anderson, amember of the

Banks, someofficestoclose

All banks and financial institu-
tionsand state and federal offices,
including the post office, will be
closedonMonday for Martin Luther
KingJr. Day.

Most other Oberlin businesses,

city and county offices, and Oberlin
schoolswill be open.

TheOberlinHerald will be open
as usual, so news and advertising
copy may be left at the office by
noon on Monday.
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bureau board, saidthey bought 70 of
the “Dry Divide” books and gave
them to the school. The fifth and
sixth graders are reading the books
and will be doing presentations
based on them for the weekend of
March 15and 16.

Mr. Anderson said hehopesbusi-
nesses will stay open later in the
evening for Ralph Moody Days. In
thetentative celebration plansarea
danceand possibletoursof thesites
Mr. Moody writes about in his
books.

Mr. Moody wasbornonDec. 16,
1898inEast Rochester, N.H. When
hewas8, thefamily movedto Colo-
rado, living near Littleton.

Attheageof 12, Mr. Moody had
to become the man of the house

whenhisfather waskilledinahorse-
automobile accident.

In 1919, Mr. Moody got off the
traininMcCook. Hehad just turned
20 and had nothing to his name.
According to the book, “Dry Di-
vide,” inthree months he had eight
teamsof horsesandrigs. Helivedin
the Cedar Bluffsarea.

When Mr. Moody was older, he
moved to Kansas City, Mo. While
he and hiswife Ednalived in Kan-
sas City, they had three children.
The family then moved to Califor-
nia

At the age of 83, Mr. Moody re-
turned to New England and he died
onJune?28,1982.

The Oberlin City Library carries
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152 S. Penn
Downtown Oberlin,
785-475-3407
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auction at 6 p.m. at The Gateway. Those
who cometo eat will also have achanceto

In the past, the telethon has raised over
$10,000 for local groups. Thisyear the or-
ganizersare shooting for asmuch or more.

Therecipientsto thisyear’s profitswill
bethe Decatur County Stand Against Vio-
lence, Decatur County Museum, Czech
MuseuminJennings, Decatur County Area

Chamber of Commerce, the Oberlin Arts
and Humanities Commission, the Forget-

Me-Notsand Doorway Ministries, Jennings

City Library, Decatur County Ministerial
Association, Decatur County Fair Board,
Decatur County Relay for Life, Sunflower
Cinema, OberlinLionsClub, OberlinTeens
for Christ, Oberlin Boy Scouts, Oberlin
Swim Club and the Decatur Area Theater
Association.

commissone's
usestateschedule
for liquor licenses

Decatur County commissioners
agreed last week tousethesamefee
schedule asthe state for temporary
liquor licenses.

Thestatecharges$25for oneday,
$50 for two days and $75 for three
days.

The commissioners, although
they don’ t remember approvingany
temporary licensesin the past, de-
cidedthey neededto set afeesched-
ule. It costs $100 for aone-year li-
cense.

The commissioners found out
that an emergency preparedness
grant from the Kansas Department
of Transportation couldn’t be used
to buy the pump and motor unit for
the hydraulic extraction tool for a
firetruck in Jennings.

Themoney hasto be used by the
end of January, sothecommission-
ersdecidedthey would discusswhat
it could be used for at their next
meeting.

In other business, commission-
ers:

* Heard that Health Administra-
tor Marilyn Gamblin had received
a 95 percent compliance rating for
immunization of the county’s 2-
year-olds.

 Held afive-minute closed ses-
sion with Ms. Gamblin for non-
elected personnel. Therewasno ac-
tion.

« Joined Devel opmental Services
of Northwest Kansas of Hays for
another year. The agency helps
peoplewith disabilities.

» Heard that Brandon Mannfrom
the Kansas Counties Association
Multi-lined Pool will be hereat the

County
Roundup

Attheir meeting Tuesday
morning, the Decatur
County commissioners:

* Talked with City Admin-
istrator Gary Shike about
having a joint meeting be-
tween the county commis-
sioners and city councils in
the county. Nothing has
been set yet. Story below.

 Set a fee schedule for
temporary liquor licenses.
Story on left.

beginning of February to look at
some county buildings.

« Signed four change orders for
the 2002 tax roll. Two were for
Rusty Addleman, one that was
added and another that was abated;
one for the City of Oberlin which
was abated; and one for Bruce and
Marianne Laruewas added.

Properties added were because
they didn’t show up on the tax roll
and others are abated if something
issoldandstill showsupontheralls.

* Heard that the ambulance de-
partment did 313 callsthislast year
compared to 216 the year before.
The department has collectec
$31,974, which is alittle over
$11,000 more than collected the
year before. Thedepartment is still
receiving payments, said Director
Patrick Pomeroy.

Cities, county planning
tohold ajoint meeting

City Administrator Gary Shike
asked Decatur County commission-
erslast week if they would set up a
joint meeting, and they said they’d
begladtomeetwithall thecounty’s
cities.

Mr. Shikestopped at thecommis-
sioners meeting Tuesday morning.
He said the City Council has men-
tioned that they wanted to have a
joint meetinginthepast but nothing
has been organi zed.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
the commissioners used to meet
with the all the city councilsin the
county onceaquarter, but themeet-
ings lost attendance and then just
stopped.

Mr. Shikesaidthecity could host
the meeting at The Gateway. Mr.
Unger said the county could hold it
in the courthouse and invite the
other cities.

Everythingistighter thisyear be-
cause of the state budget, said Mr.
Shike, but that isjust onetopic that
could be discussed.

Mr. Unger suggested holdingthe

meeting as soon as next week’ s
commissionmeeting. If that doesn'’t
work, he said, he preferred an
evening meeting to an early morn-
ing. Mr. Shikesaidmost of thecoun-
cil members wouldn’t be able tc
meet during theday becauseof their
jobs.

Commissioner Pat Glenn asked
whowould makeuptheagenda. Mr.
Unger suggested that any of the
groups could put something on the
agenda. He said it should be out
early enough so everyoneinvolvec
will be prepared to discuss all the
topics.

Mr. Unger asked if it should just
be the county and Oberlin. Mr.
Shikesaidinviting everyonewoul o
befine. He said hewould talk with
thecouncil about finding atimethat
would begood for them to meet.
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EXCLUSIVE LISTING!

e o

POSSIBLE 100% FmHA FINANCING on thisattractivetwo-story, 4 bedroom,
2 bath home located within walking distance of elementary school. Amenities
include covered patio, chain-link fence, gas grill, fenced garden spot and
storage shed in backyard shaded by mature trees, central air/heat, water
softener, kitchen stove, new hot water heater all being offered by motivated
seller. Call today for appointment asthisonewon’t last long!

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Jackie Votapka— 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker _ .

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749




